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Welcome to Brothers of the Word because brother you need the Word. A man was 
telling his friend that he and his wife had a serious argument the night before. He 
said, but it ended, and then when it ended, she came to me crawling on her hands 
and knees. What did she say? The friend asked him. She said – Come out from 
under that bed you coward! 
 
I had been dealing with a series called, "The Battle". And this is Part 7 of The 
Battle. Part 1 was – Know Your Enemies; Part 2 – Know Your Weapons; Part 3 – 
Know Your Allies; Part 4 – Be Patient My Child; Part 5 – The Battle Against 
Distractions; Part 6 – Temper, Temper; and today is a Part of The Battle Series, 
"Knowing When to Fight". And often times it is more important to know when to 
fight than even how to fight because if you know when to fight, you'll often find that 
most of the battles that you have gotten into could have been avoided if you just 
know when to fight. 
 
In the Book of James 4:1-3 , James says this, "1 Where do wars and fights come from 
among you? Do they not come from your desires for pleasure that war in your 
members? 2 You lust and do not have. You murder and covet and cannot obtain. You 
fight and war. Yet you do not have because you do not ask. 3 You ask and do not 
receive, because you ask amiss, that you may spend it on your pleasures." 
 
The Book of James says that the wars and fights that we have – they come from 
among us and if I ask you – You've heard the verse where Jesus says, there will 
always be wars and rumors of wars but if I ask you, what is the worst and the most 
costliest war that the U.S. has ever had. Well, it had to be World War I or perhaps 
World War II or Vietnam or the Revolutionary War. But I'm here to tell you that if 
you added up all of the U.S. deaths from the Revolutionary War, the War of 1812, 
the Mexican War, the Spanish American War, World War I, World War II, and the 
Korean War, if you combine them all together. They are about equal the number of 
men who died in the Civil War. If you added up all of the great wars, there are 
50,000 people killed in Vietnam and about 5,000 have died on the War on Terror 
over in Iraq and Iran. And if you added both of those together and multiply them by 
10 it's still less than the number of people who died in the American Civil War. 
 
That one battle inside this country caused more than any battle outside of the 
country. And this is a principle that we need to understand and how to know what 
battles to fight if we just look at our own American History. The one battle inside 
the country caused multiples of all of the battles outside of the country. That one 
war was expensive in lives, property, heartache, and pain. 
 
We had a home invasion that actually occurred across the street from us and it 
actually occurred on New Year's Eve and it had the neighborhood kind of shaken up 
and had my family shaken up and I had to sit down and talk. I said, - Look, first of 
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all, those kind of things are rare. Second – Always understand where the real 
battles are. Most homes are not destroyed from home invasion; they are destroyed 
from home explosions. They're not destroyed from people coming from the outside. 
They are destroyed from the conflicts and the battles and the disagreements and 
the bad feelings that occur on the inside and if we get the inside right, the outside 
can do us no harm. 
 
If we can prevent the Civil Wars and there is nothing civil about a Civil War. If we 
can prevent the Civil Wars – and I saw a documentary recently about the Civil War 
and a lot of it was focusing on the great General Robert E. Lee. I've heard of him but 
I never really knew his true reputation. Robert E. Lee was one of the greatest and 
some of the historians say he was the greatest American military mind who ever 
lived. Robert E. Lee commanded the confederate forces. He had never lost a battle 
and when President Abraham Lincoln, as Lee was marching up and he was 
marching, getting ready to take Pennsylvania and he was going to come on in and 
take Washington DC. President Abraham Lincoln, called his top generals together 
and said, "Look, we have got to stop General Lee". They were so afraid of Lee that 
they resigned. They said, "I'd just rather quit than fight this man." He had to go get 
General Meade who had never done anything. 
 
Meade was a mediocre man at best but he was the only one who was even willing to 
stand up to Lee. And as Lee was marching in what we know historically as the 
Battle of Gettysburg, as Lee was marching in, his men where in advanced scout 
haphazardly ran into some union soldiers and they got in to a battle and Lee heard 
about it and Lee said – Wait a minute, I don’t want to fight this battle. This battle is 
not what I planned. This battle is not wise but his men were already fighting and 
some rumors got back to Lee and made Lee a little upset and Lee decided to go 
ahead and try to take Gettysburg. And when Lee did that it was called the Pickett's 
Charge. And when the charge of Pickett occurred it was General Pickett who had 
commands to go and take the area, they lost it horribly. And that battle was the 
turning point of the Civil War. Had Lee stocked to his guns and not fought the 
battle that he knew he shouldn’t have fought, because he knew the terrain was 
against him, he knew the element of surprise was against him, he knew all of the 
tactical things but they made Lee mad. 
 
And sometimes when you get mad, you'll fight a battle that you have no business 
fighting. It made Lee mad, I'm glad they made Lee mad because if they had not 
made Lee mad, slavery may have still be in existence, because when you 
understand history, the whole Civil War, when you cut through all of the stuff, the 
whole Civil Was a battle over slavery. If  they had not made Lee mad, if Lee had not 
lost his sense, Lee might not have fought that battle and slavery might not have 
ever been abolished. 
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When you get mad, you will lose your ability to truly think properly. You will lose 
your ability to reason and to rationalize and you get into a Pickett's Charge. You've 
got to be able to even with your battles. You've got to be able to pick it properly. And 
when you don’t pick it properly, there are some battles that will sometimes lead into 
fighting that makes no sense and cause us all kinds of trouble. 
 
Sam Horn, he is the author of a book and the book is called, "Tongue Fu" not 'Kung 
Fu' Tongue Fu. And it's called Tongue Fu, how to deflect, disarm and diffuse any 
verbal conflict. Some of us are experts in Kung Fu but are terrible in Tongue Fu, are 
you understanding me? Some of us can really fight well in one arena but this 
tongue, we need some Tongue Fu training. 
 
You see in the old days, most of the battles, they were fought with sword or pistol or 
duel or fist. Nowadays, the vast majority of our battles, they are Tongue Fu battles. 
They are not fought with Judo ho's or Karate chops, they are Tongue Fu, they are 
not fought with bullets, they are Tongue Fu battles. And if we can learn how to just 
even with this tongue… you saw the video that played, we need to carry our role 
and tape it with us. And sometimes being able to pull out that tape and put that 
tape over out mouths because we don’t need to be getting in some Tongue Fu battles 
with other folks.  
 
And Sam Horn says, he talks about the battle of Tongue Fu even in just in 
relationships and he says – Constantly writing your mate will put your entire 
relationship at risk. The key is to strike a balance between the battles you choose to 
fight and those you choose to let go. And sometimes we are not to fight because even 
if we win the fight, we lose the relationship. Now Ecclesiastes says, 'There's a time 
for war and there's a time for peace'. And even Jesus said in Matthew 10:34, Jesus 
says, Do not suppose that I have come to bring peace to earth. I did not come to 
bring peace but a sword, for I have come to turn a man against his father. A 
daughter in law against her mother in law and man's enemies will be members of 
his own household. 
 
I know some of you all have mother-in-law conflicts. I know Jesus, nobody is even 
talking about it because I've got some issues with my mother-in-law. That's not 
really what Jesus was talking about. And when I used to hear this verse I didn’t 
understand. How is coming to turn a man against his father and daughter against 
her mother and a daughter-in-law against the mother-in-law, I said, what kind of 
spiritual sense does that make? I didn’t understand that until recently. 
 
You see, sometimes you have to turn against the ways of how you were brought up. 
There are some other things your father may have done that you don’t need to do. 
And Jesus knew he was coming to bring a revolution in thought and a revolution in 
heart. And there were some things that a man that his father used to do that Jesus 
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would say, 'No, you'll have to go against the things your Daddy used to do. I'm 
making you a new creature, you've got to break some generational curses'. 
 
Jesus knew there were some things with a daughter that her mother used to do. 
They'd even say, 'No, you can't do.' You'll have to go against the way your mother 
used to act and you need to change and become a new creature. So Jesus knew and 
he understood that those were representing the old ways and we have to change it 
but you've got to be able to pick and have wisdom to pick the battles that you shall 
fight. Luke 22:36, he said to them, "But now if you have a purse taken and also a 
bag and you don’t have a sword, sell your cloak and buy one." The disciple says, "See 
Lord, here are two swords – that is enough, he replied. So Jesus was a man who 
understood that sometimes you have to pick up a sword. There are some things you 
do have to fight, we are warriors in the Lord and there are some battles that we are 
destined and ordained to meet head-on but you have to know the wisdom of what 
battles you are to fight and what battles you are to walk away from. 
 
To get a clue on the battles you should walk away from, Jesus also said in Luke 
6:27, But I say to you who hear, love your enemies. Do good to those who hate you, 
bless those who curse you and pray for those who spitefully use you. To him who 
strikes you on one cheek, offer the other also and from him who takes away your 
cloak do not withhold your tunic either. So Jesus said – To your enemy, show him a 
better way, learn to walk away. As I studied all of the stuff about the wisdom of how 
to know what battles to fight, I had these ten keys. But when I looked all of this 
stuff, boiled down and all of it fitted into just one simple principle – just one simple 
principle that will help so many of you stay out of battles. 
 
See for some of you, your Mama was a battler; do you understand what I mean? 
Mama was hell on wheels; you all understand what I mean. See, that's why I said 
Jesus said – I came to turn daughter against mother. Some of you, your fathers –My 
Daddy didn’t take no stuff, what that meant was, he argued about some of 
everything. So that's what it meant, it meant that he was always on the edge and 
you couldn’t say anything hardly to him without him flying off the handle and Jesus 
– I've come to turn man against his father. We have to break some of those 
generational curses and we have to turn the other cheek and to walk another way 
and to walk away from some battles. We have to learn a new way. And as I looked 
over through all of the stuff, all of it really could be summed up into just one simple 
thing that you just ask yourself. 
 
And the simple question is this, "Will this thing matter five years from now?" I 
mean, it's just all of this stuff, when you really go down – all of what the experts 
say, it all boils down to that one simple thing, "Will this thing matter five years 
from now?" You see, there are two types of fundamental modes of thinking in the 
world, short term and long term. Most of the world has this geared to what's called 
short term and instant gratification. God has you geared to long-term thought 
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patterns that's why God says take no thought for this life, be concerned about 
forever, about your eternal life. Don’t store up your treasures on earth, put your 
treasures in heaven where thieves don’t break in and steal, moth and rust does not 
corrupt. Jesus says – Don’t think short term think long term. 
 
So if you're going to fight, you need to ask yourself, "Is this thing going to matter 
five years from now? Will it truly make a difference?" And most of the time, with the 
vast majority of the battles that we get in with Tongue Fu, most of that stuff is not 
going to make a difference. Somebody cuts in front of you in the grocery store line… 
it happens. And there is a natural reaction of the flesh – "Where are you going? 
What's wrong with you, don’t you see I'm standing… you can't…"  There is a natural 
reaction of the flesh but you need to ask yourself – "Will this make a difference in 
five years?" Now see, it actually could make a difference five years from now if the 
other person – "What do you mean – talking to me like that…" and they reach in 
their back pocket… It could make a difference five years from now. 
 
So you need to ask yourself because most of the things – See, even in an instance 
like that, when somebody breaks in front of you or somebody does – yes it can 
irritate you but to be honest about it, it doesn’t even make a difference five minutes 
in the future. It doesn’t even make much less five years. Most of the things or many 
of the things that we get in to battles over, they don’t even make a difference five 
minutes into the future, much less five years. All of the wisdom boiled down to just 
that one, "Will this thing matter in the long run? Or is this just a real short-term 
issue?" And if we can gear our minds to think long term, it will get us out of 95% of 
the battles that we fight. 
 
James and I – we were in Karate, I was really – I still am, to be honest about it. I'm 
a militant kind of fellow at heart. I'm a soldier, I'm a warrior, it's the way I am. I 
have to struggle so hard to keep my temper under control and to keep myself 
tempered and controlled. And now I got a principle, I don’t want to ever get in a 
physical fight or ever. You know when I brought my little weapon here a while ago 
and I showed you. I never want to – I don’t ever want to have to use it unless I can 
answer one question and that one question is, "Do I want to kill this person?" If I 
don’t want to kill him, if it's anything that is shorter – I don’t need to get a 
nullification about it. If there is nothing that is really that important that will last 
that long unless they will threaten your life or the life of your family where it makes 
a difference where it's that serious. 
 
Most of the things that we get in to situation… I had a business situation not too 
long ago and it was really outside of my core business. But I was involved in a 
business arrangement and I felt they were ripping me off. I was looking at the 
reports and said, "No, this stuff…" and so I say Lord are they ripping me off? He 
said, Of course they are ripping you off – Because I was getting upset as I was 
looking at the stuff and getting ready to take some action. And then God spoke and 
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he says, They will pay ten-fold for that which they are doing. And he spoke a 
serious, serious statement. And he said, you can never steal from the righteous. You 
can only borrow at extremely high interest rate. And then God said – he said – 
Leave that situation alone. I will handle it and when I handle it – you know when 
God handles some stuff He rocks. I've got to admit. See, when God handles some 
stuff, and that’s why even the kings of wisdom in the Bible who had all of these 
armies, those who were successful and the kings of wisdom, they would not go into a 
battle until God had approved it, until they had gotten the word from the prophet, 
they just go and attack. They would not go into battle and when they win in the 
battle without the wisdom and the word of God, they lost even when they had 
superior force. 
 
You've got to know when to fight and it's more important knowing when to fight 
that even how to fight. You need to wisely choose the battles and you need to begin 
choosing those battles in the house about what you need to get in to a Tongue Fu 
battle over. So even with my business situation, I let it alone. And I've seen 
situations where God has spoken and he said – Look, don’t you even touch that. 
 
The Bible says – Vengeance is mine, sayeth the Lord. We try to get our own. Let 
God handle some of this stuff. Let God handle some and it's not that you're afraid, 
it's not that you are wimp because often times it takes more of a man, it takes more 
strength to back off than it does to charge ahead. It takes more power to control 
your tongue than to let them know what you're really thinking. It takes more 
strength, it takes more perseverance to keep under control than it does to lose 
control. You've got to pick your battles carefully. And sometimes, just even the 
person you're laying in bed with at night the one you roll up and see in the morning, 
sometimes they make you just – but if you can just learn to hold your tongue and 
ask yourself or you really tell about how you feel, "Will this matter in five years?" 
 
Let me tell you something people, just men – Women you all close your ears, just 
men. Men listen, see – the think that you are going to be upset about and tell your 
wife about, now the think may not matter five years from now, but if you go off on 
her, she's going to remember it for five years from now. And she'll go – Do you 
remember when you said way back in 19… They will remember, so people, don’t let 
your emotions get you into a battle that you have no business fighting. 
 
For just as James said in James 4:1 - Where do wars and fights come from among 
you? Do they not come from your desires for pleasure that war in your members? 
The battle in all of our wars, they begin on the inside and those inside the house are 
far more destructive than those outside of the house.  
 
Choose your battles with God and with wisdom and when you bring God in and 
bring wisdom in, it will keep you out of 95% of the fights. And always ask, "Will this 
thing matter five years from now?" 
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You can go to www.brothersoftheword.com and listen to the series called, "The 
Battle" absolutely free of charge. We thank you for joining us today at Brothers of 
the Word because brother you need the word. Amen, amen and amen. 
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