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Welcome to Brothers of the Word because, brother, you need the Word. And today, I 
am beginning a series dealing with the Book of Jonah. And I'm going to read more 
Scripture  today  than  I  normally  read.  Some  of  these  may  be  edited  for  the 
Television Version.

Jonah is  a relatively short book, it's  only four short chapters.  Most of us in the 
church, we're familiar with the story of the prophet Jonah. Jonah 1, this is the NIV 
Version
1 The word of the LORD came to Jonah son of Amittai:  2 “Go to the great city of 
Nineveh and preach against it, because its wickedness has come up before me.”   3 

But Jonah ran away from the LORD and headed for Tarshish. He went down to 
Joppa, where he found a ship bound for that port. After paying the fare, he went 
aboard and sailed for Tarshish to flee from the LORD.   4 Then the LORD sent a 
great wind on the sea, and such a violent storm arose that the ship threatened to 
break up. 5 All the sailors were afraid and each cried out to his own god. And they 
threw the cargo into the sea to lighten the ship. 

   But Jonah had gone below deck, where he lay down and fell into a deep sleep.  6 

The captain went to him and said, “How can you sleep? Get up and call on your god! 
Maybe he will take notice of us so that we will not perish.” 

 7 Then the sailors said to each other,  “Come, let us cast lots to find out who is 
responsible for this calamity.” They cast lots and the lot fell on Jonah.Jonah won 
one of the first lotteries in history.8 So they asked him, “Tell us, who is responsible 
for making all this trouble for us? What kind of work do you do? Where do you come 
from? What is your country? From what people are you?”   9 He answered, “I am a 
Hebrew and I worship the LORD, the God of heaven, who made the sea and the dry 
land.”  10 This terrified them and they asked, “What have you done?”

Turn to the person next to you and just ask him, "What have you done?"

(They knew he was running away from the LORD, because he had already told 
them so.)   11 The sea was getting rougher and rougher. So they asked him, “What 
should we do to you to make the sea calm down for us?”  12 “Pick me up and throw 
me into the sea,” he replied, “and it will become calm. I know that it is my fault that 
this great storm has come upon you.”  13 Instead, the men did their best to row back 
to land. But they could not, for the sea grew even wilder than before. 14 Then they 
cried out to the LORD, “Please, LORD, do not let us die for taking this man’s life. 
Do not hold us accountable for killing an innocent man, for you, LORD, have done 
as you pleased.” 15 Then they took Jonah and threw him overboard, and the raging 
sea grew calm.  16 At this the men greatly feared the LORD, and they offered a 
sacrifice to the LORD and made vows to him. 17 Now the LORD provided a huge fish 
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to swallow Jonah,  and Jonah was in the belly  of  the fish three days and three 
nights.

In chapter 2,  just a partial  portion of chapter 2,  1 [a]From inside the fish Jonah 
prayed to the LORD his God. 2 He said:   “In my distress I called to the LORD, and 
he answered me. From deep in the realm of the dead I called for help, and you 
listened to my cry. 3 You hurled me into the depths, into the very heart of the seas, 
and the currents swirled about me; all your waves and breakers swept over me. 
7“When my life was ebbing away, I remembered you, LORD, and my prayer rose to 
you,to your holy temple. 8 “Those who cling to worthless idols turn away from God’s 
love for them.9 But I, with shouts of grateful praise, will sacrifice to you.What I have 
vowed I will make good. I will say, ‘Salvation comes from the LORD.’ 10 And the 
LORD commanded the fish, and it vomited Jonah onto dry land.

Chapter 3, Then the word of the LORD came to Jonah a second time: 2 “Go to the 
great city of Nineveh and proclaim to it the message I give you.” 

 3 Jonah obeyed the word of the LORD and went to Nineveh. Now Nineveh was a 
very large city; it took three days to go through it. 4 Jonah began by going a day’s 
journey  into  the  city,  proclaiming,  “Forty  more  days  and  Nineveh  will  be 
overthrown.” 5 The Ninevites believed God. A fast was proclaimed, and all of them, 
from the greatest to the least, put on sackcloth. 6 When Jonah’s warning reached 
the  king  of  Nineveh,  he  rose  from his  throne,  took  off  his  royal  robes,  covered 
himself  with sackcloth and sat  down in the dust.  7 This  is  the proclamation he 
issued in Nineveh: “By the decree of the king and his nobles: 

Do not let people or animals, herds or flocks, taste anything; do not let them eat or 
drink.  8 But let people and animals be covered with sackcloth. Let everyone call 
urgently on God. Let them give up their evil ways and their violence. 9 Who knows? 
God may yet relent and with compassion turn from his fierce anger so that we will 
not perish.” 

 10 When God saw what they did and how they turned from their evil  ways,  he 
relented and did not bring on them the destruction he had threatened. 

Chapter 4,   1 But to Jonah this seemed very wrong,  and he became angry.  2 He 
prayed to the LORD, “Isn’t this what I said, LORD, when I was still at home? That 
is what I tried to forestall by fleeing to Tarshish. I knew that you are a gracious and 
compassionate God, slow to anger and abounding in love, a God who relents from 
sending calamity. 3 Now, LORD, take away my life, for it is better for me to die than 
to live.”  4 But the LORD replied, “Is it right for you to be angry?” 

 5 Jonah had gone out and sat down at a place east of the city.  There he made 
himself a shelter, sat in its shade and waited to see what would happen to the city. 6 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jonah+2&version=NIV#fen-NIV-22550a
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Then the LORD God provided a leafy plant[a] and made it grow up over Jonah to 
give shade for his head to ease his discomfort, and Jonah was very happy about the 
plant. 7 But at dawn the next day God provided a worm, which chewed the plant so 
that it withered. 8 When the sun rose, God provided a scorching east wind, and the 
sun blazed on Jonah’s head so that he grew faint. He wanted to die, and said, “It 
would be better for me to die than to live.”  9 But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for 
you to be angry about the plant?” “It is,” he said. “And I’m so angry I wish I were 
dead.”   10 But the LORD said, “You have been concerned about this plant, though 
you did not tend it or make it grow. It sprang up overnight and died overnight.  11 

And should I not have concern for the great city of Nineveh, in which there are more 
than a hundred and twenty thousand people who cannot tell their right hand from 
their left—and also many animals?” 

And that is the end of the Book of Jonah. And I want to talk to you in this series 
about, "The Vine, The Worm and the Wind of Jonah". Now the ending part of Jonah 
is not something that you've probably heard anyone preached about because it's a 
strange story. Here Jonah is – Jonah gets all upset and goes and God has a vine 
grow up and he gets happy about the vine, then God sends a worm to kill the vine 
and he gets sick and because now the vine is dead then God sends wind and it's so 
hot that he just want to die.

Nobody talks about that part but I want to talk to you about, "The Vine, The Worm 
and The Wind of Jonah". Because all of us in our lives, we go through a symbolic 
Jonah experience.

First of all when Jonah heard from God, Jonah was first of all a true prophet of God. 
He wasn’t a false prophet. Jonah was hearing clearly from God. So this is not a man 
distant from the voice of God. This is a prophet of God, a true prophet of God. But 
the act when Jonah heard from God, Jonah four times in four chapters wanted to 
die. Four times, first time when he was on the ship. Now people, if this had been 
you, and sometimes we often try to put ourselves in the character's position in the 
Bible. And we'd often say, It that had been me, I wouldn’t have denied Jesus three 
times. See we put ourselves in their position. If Jesus had come up to me, this is 
what I would have done had that have been me. Sometimes we put ourselves in the 
position of the characters in the Bible and we'll elevate ourselves. If I had been with 
Jesus, I would have been able to stay up for an hour and prayed with Jesus. Do you 
understand?

We put ourselves – If I had been the rich young ruler and Jesus had come to me, I 
would have followed Jesus. See, we put all of these stuff on the folk on the Bible and 
in truth, most of us would not have done a bit better than the folk in the Bible. So 
here was Jonah, and Jonah four times said he wanted to die. The first time on the 
ship, when the sailors asked Jonah – What must we do to calm this sea? The logical 
man would have said – Well, the reason this is raging is because I am running away 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jonah+4&version=NIV#fen-NIV-22575a
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from the will of God. I refuse to do what God commanded. So had this had been me, 
you all just say, if this was me. If this was me – See, not too many of us here are 
marathon swimmers – I know my wife and I – we took a cruise to Alaska. We rented 
what was called a Gale for Storm. It had about 70 miles and hour wind and we had 
a  front  cabin  right  below  the  main  captain's  quarters  and  the  wind  was  just 
booming out there.

So I stepped out on the deck. It was just my kind of thing. I was standing out there 
holding on the rail. The wind is just blowing and my wife inside under the covers 
and the boat is just rocking and all. And the thing is I was standing out holding on 
to the rail, big ship below me, I wasn’t thinking about hopping over in that water 
because the water was rough. So if most – and I'm a decent swimmer but I couldn’t 
handle that kind of storm. So most of us, if we were there on a boat and we looked 
out and saw all of this raging storm. The last thing most of us would want to do is 
get tossed over that water. We will go to thinking – What can I do to get out of this 
situation.

Now if the storm is raging because I have refused to do what God has said, the 
logical thing that Jonah would have said is – Let me have a pow-wow with God 
really quick and let me just see if I can ask God – Lord I know this storm is raging 
because I refused to go to Nineveh. I have had a change of mind. Do you understand 
what I mean? That's what I would have done if I was running from the Lord. And I 
was facing – I had two options, do what God said or get tossed to the bottom of the 
ocean. Let me think about – do what God says or get tossed to the bottom – God I 
change my mind, let me get another ticket going to Nineveh because I have changed 
my mind.

You know there was an old Tyrone Davis – Baby I had a change of mind. You all 
remember the message – Can I change my mind? What happened to you – he told 
the woman he was going to leave and he though the woman was going to beg him to 
stay. She said – Bye, so he said after he got home and started thinking about it, he 
wrote a song, "Can I Change My Mind." So I would have asked God at that point – 
Lord, rather than be tossed into the sea, can I change my mind? That's not what 
Jonah said. Jonah said, just toss me into the sea. This is what Jonah was really 
saying in his heart. I'm not going to do what God told me to do. I'm just not going to 
do it.

Sometimes  people,  we will  reach a point  with God and with life  where  we just 
absolutely stubbornly refuse to do what God has told us to do. I'm just not going to 
do it. I'm just not going to do it. Sometimes we reach a point with God where we will 
absolutely refuse to do what God has told us to do and we will reach a point where 
we'll say I would just rather die than do what you have told me to do. And I know 
many of you will say – That's just stupid. Pastor no one would do it. Oh yes we do. 
We do it all of the time in the natural. You go to the doctor and the doctor will tell 
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you – Look, if you don’t stop smoking, you're going to die. And a lot of people will 
simply say, if I have to stop smoking, I would just rather die. Sounds kind of crazy 
but we make those counter decisions every day.

Look now, if you don’t start exercising, if you don’t get your high blood pressure – if 
you don’t do it, you're going to die. If I'm going to eat like that, if I got to give up my 
fried chicken, I'd just rather die. So often times we actually in the natural, we will 
make a decision… If you don’t stop cheating on your wife you're going to get – your 
relationship is going to die. If I got to be faithful I'd just rather die. Sometimes we 
will  let  some things  or  let  ourselves  die rather  than make the  change.  So here 
Jonah, he didn’t even try to ask God, could he straighten up and just go head on to 
Nineveh and do – He just said – Look throw me on into the ocean because I am not 
going to do it for God.

So God had him thrown into the sea and when he got into that big fish, down into 
the middle of them guts and all that kind of stuff, sometimes God will have to put 
you into what's called the very bowels of the earth. He'll just have to put you in 
some bad situations.  You know some folks are just tough. You know have you ever 
had a child, parents – and you know the child is just tough. You threaten the child 
with spanking and he still 'uhmm' you hold your hand. And you get your belt and 
you just hit him and he's just defiant 'uhmm'. Pow! Uhmm, pow, uhmm. It's almost 
like the boxer and I can't remember – but I remember he said – one boxer scared 
him because when he saw the boxer coming out, the boxer was just beating himself 
outside  the  head.  So  he  said,  he  was  going  to  have  a problem with  this  fellow 
because he was just beating himself. 

Sometimes people we can be so dead set into what we want and our ways that God 
has to put us in almost and unbearable situation to break our will. And he'll put us 
there and it was there in the belly of that great fish that Jonah turned around. He 
wouldn’t turn around in the storm. He wouldn’t turn around. God had to take it to 
another level. And sometimes you know how this – so look I've got to take this to 
another level.

One thing I liked about the movie, "Avatar", remember he said, I've got to take this 
to a whole another level. Sometimes God has to take you to another whole level 
because we are too stubborn on the ship. So he'll toss you out of the ship, into the 
sea, into the belly, down into the ocean. And when you're in the middle of that, then 
you begin, well okay Lord all right I'm going to go but three other times Jonah told 
God – Lord just let me die. But the Lord replied, have you any right to be angry. 
And Jonah went out and sat  down to the place east  of  the city,  there he made 
himself a shelter sat in its shade and waited to see what would happen to the city.
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Then the Lord provided a vine, the King James Version calls it a gourd. And made 
it grow up over Jonah to give shade for his head to ease his discomfort and Jonah 
was very happy about the vine – The vine of Jonah.

For some of us God has given us a vine and we have become happy with the vine 
but we have to understand, the vine is not the thing. In 1Peter 1:24 it says, For all 
men are like grass  and all  their  glory is  like the flowers of  the field,  the grass 
withers and the flowers fall. It's all vines. And all vines will wither and die be it a 
day or decades. All vines wither and die. And often times we're like Jonah, we're 
sitting at the shade of a vine and we have left the vine become the thing. And there 
are four basic ways that vines control our lives.

Number one,  vines  become more important than people do.  God had just  saved 
120,000 people in Nineveh, Jonah was worried about his reputation, and he was 
mad. This is a prophet of God. And the Bible says, the angels rejoiced over just one. 
God had just saved 120,000 and Jonah was mad – he said he's sad to see what 
would happen to the city. Jonah would only had been happy had God destroyed the 
city.  But when God didn’t  destroy the city,  it  made Jonah's  word looked like it 
wasn’t exactly true. So it made Jonah look bad. He was more worried about his 
personal reputation than he was about the 120,000 lives that were saved. This is a 
Brother Point. When stuff becomes more important than people, stuff has become 
more important than God. Jonah was worried about his vine. He didn’t give a hoot 
about the people.

Number two, when feelings become more important than your faith, God confronted 
Jonah about his – do you have a right to be angry about the vine? Yes I do, because 
look, you had intended this vine. You had made it grow; you hadn’t done a dog gone 
thing about this vine. I gave you the vine; I took the vine – what right have you got 
to be angry about?

Let me tell you something people, let me give you an example of what happens and 
how we  sometimes  will  treat  God.  Let's  just  say,  you  pick  out  someone  in  the 
congregation and every time you come to church you give him $20.00. First Sunday 
you give him $20.00 – Oh, what for me – oh my goodness, thank you oh. And you go 
home – Oh, do you know a sister gave me $20.00 just – oh my goodness.  Next 
Sunday or next Thursday, give him another $20.00 – Oh, thank you so much, next, 
another 20 and another 20 and another 20. For three months you give him $20.00, 
every time you see them you give them $20.00. Six months, you give them $20.00. 
The beginning of the 7th month, you don’t give them anything. Six months you've 
given them $20.00 every time you see them but at the beginning of the 7th month 
you give them nothing. What happens?

What is the spirit – I wonder what went wrong with him. What in the world – I got 
dependent on this 20 – what did I do? What in the world… And then this is real. 



8

This is not an exaggerated – this is absolutely real. In the 7th month if you gave 
them nothing, they would become angry puffed out mad about why you have cut – 
and they haven’t done a thing to deserve it. God said, you didn’t tend the vine. You 
didn’t grow the vine, you're mad about the vine. God has granted us so many. You 
haven’t done a thing for it. And yet we become angry about some things that God in 
his graciousness – Another Brother Point, "If God or people do a good thing for you 
long enough, you take it for granted."

Bottom line, it's human nature. I don’t care – Men, if your wife cooks you a good hot 
meal every day, when you first get married. Oh baby, thank you so much – Your 
food is so good. After about five years, you're three minutes late. We take it for 
granted.  If  God  or  people  do  a  good  thing  for  you,  when  you do  something  for 
somebody long enough they take you for granted just like they do God and God says 
– Look, you haven’t done a thing to deserve this vine. God has granted so many of 
us – so many vines but we become like Jonah with the vine.

Number three – Comfort becomes more important than obedience to God. Jonah 
would rather sit in a cool place than go out in the heat and try to save folks. See 
sometimes, comfort becomes more important than obedience. When you look at the 
story of Nineveh – let me bring this into a modern parallel. And the king decreed a 
fast for every living thing, every man and beast. Let me give this a modern twist so 
you can relate to it. Let's just say the president came on for his state of the union 
address. He said my fellow Americans, America has fallen into a moral depravity. 
We have strayed away from the mandates of God. We no longer follow his holy 
word. And people are – Oh yeah, Mr. President – Oh yeah, you're right about that, 
yeah. America – It is time for America to get back to God and I've had a prophet, 
I've had an angel that visited me and said that if we don’t straighten up, America is 
headed for a fall. And everybody will be on their feet applauding the king and he 
said – I have just decreed that for 10 days we're going to fast in America. I have 
ordered a Presidential mandate that every McDonalds, every Wendy's, every Burger 
King shall be shut down. Every Kentucky Fried Chicken, every Taco Bell,  every 
Popeye's will  be shut down, every grocery store,  every public,  every food section 
shall be shut down for 10 days I have commanded this that we may call a fast under 
the Lord for 10 days.

Now,  no  one  knows  exactly  how  long  they  fasted  in  Nineveh.  There  are  some 
scholar's debate but it was at a minimum of three days to a maximum of 40 days. So 
it was somewhere in between 3 and 40 days. If the king of this country were to 
stand up, address the Christian-American public, and tell them for 10 days – I'm 
shutting down all food and we're going to fast and repent unto the Lord. He would 
have holy rebellion on his angels because we prefer comfort to obedience. And often 
times to really follow God, it's uncomfortable to follow God.
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And the fourth thing that often times, when God gives us a vine, we become out of 
touch with the very heart of what God is trying to do. God was sending Jonah to 
save folks not to condemn them. Jonah became out of touch with what God was 
trying to do. He got focused on himself instead of on the mission. And because he 
became focused on himself and his own little vine. He lost total track of what God 
was  trying  to  do.  It  was  the  vine  of  Jonah.  And  people  when  God  gives  us 
something, that's why we have to be so careful whenever God grants us stuff. That 
we  don’t  take  it  for  granted,  that  it  does  not  become more  important  than the 
mission, that it does not become more important than people, that we understand 
that often times we have to get out of our comfort zone to truly be obedient to God. 
And we don’t need to let vines choke us because that's the next message when God 
has to send the worm of Jonah.

I often times just ask God – Lord help me to stay obedient and it is not comfortable. 
But it is always rewarding and it is always comfortable in the end. It's not just 
sometimes comforting why you are going through it. And there's so many of you who 
God will send out. He'll send you to minister to someone and you may not want to 
do it because often times it's not comfortable. And often times we worry about our 
own reputation or what am I going to look like if I'll minister to them. They may 
think I'm crazy. Always keep God's mission elevated and in front of your life and 
don’t let the vines of Jonah bind you up because you're in the cool or in the warmth.

And sometimes, suppose you had to go out and minister to somebody and it's cold 
outside, it's uncomfortable, it's even uncomfortable to even come to his house on this 
day because of the weather. But don’t let the vine that God has provided you to tear 
you from the mission that he has commanded you. Amen, amen and amen.

Jonah chose death four times. Lord it is better that I just die instead of living. We 
often times choose death, not by just what we do but what we don’t do also. It is a 
death sentence for you not to choose Jesus. And by making the choice that I'm not 
going to accept him into my life, I'm not going to accept him as my Lord and savior, 
it is a choice that's worse than death of this physical body because it's death of an 
eternal nature. Amen.

Well, I told you people it's a good day. And as I even think about it, it's not just even 
a good day, it's a great day. It's a magnificent day. It is a day – I'm not sure is this is 
the best day of my life. I mean – how do you know – It's not even over yet. See, often 
times I've seen so much in life, we get where our faith leads us. Oh, this is a good 
day. I've got some awesome stuff left coming to me this day. I really do. Oh my 
goodness, and people, we have got to start living. That’s why Ephesians 3:20 is so 
important, Now unto him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all. How 
many of you all have been imagining some pretty good stuff happening in you. I 
mean, Ephesians 3, it says he's able to do above and beyond that what you can – 
that's hope. Now, if you don’t understand that verse as you walk in that expectancy, 
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it  changes  the  way  you  walk  because  you're  not  walking  who  you  are,  you're 
walking what you can't be.

And the more you walk into what you can be, the closer you will walk into that 
destiny. I watched the movie, "The Matrix" again not too long ago. Matrix was a 
serious movie. The Matrix basically says all this stuff is all in your head and it's like 
the man says, even though in that state and I'm not really in it but I cannot tell the 
difference. If you walk knowing and feeling that God has already blessed you. Even 
though it may not have fully manifested and there's something about it that you're 
just  walking  in  it  and  you  can't  even  see  it  but  it's  just  something  about  it.  I 
remember  my  mother  was  talking  about.  She  was  saying  that,  someone  had 
promised  that  she  would  come in  with  this  huge  amount  of  money  and  as  my 
mother was telling her sons about it – money isn't nowhere in her sight now.

And she was saying I would give this on this and this on – All of his sons – we could 
just – Not a penny. But there was something about walking in the expectancy. Even 
though I love my mother but this is the Father who owns a cattle on a thousand 
hills and he says – Now according to him who can do abundantly above all that we 
asked or think but there's one little woozy called caveat to it and if you miss the 
caveat, you miss the whole thing. It says according to, so that verse becomes null 
and void, as a matter of fact, not only is it according to – Spirit works just like 
mathematics,  if  you  have  negative  expectation  anything,  no  matter  how  big, 
multiplied by negative becomes a negative.

So if a power that's working in you is fear, if it's dread, if it's speaking all this mess 
– it's a power that's working in you, it's all this mess coming. Let me tell you what 
ahead in your way. If a garbage truck loaded down, so loaded down the tires are 
almost flat, full of mess headed your way, because that's the power working within 
you. So we've got to make sure that the according to in us, not God's, according to 
the power that's working – I'm seeing – this is a great day – there are some stuff 
coming the Father has declared it and it's beyond what I can't even ask for or think 
is coming and I believe it. I declare it. I will walk in it and if I believe it, if I feel like 
it, half of it is already here. Amen and amen.

For the seven who came today, four for salvation, three for membership. People the 
message is complete, according to the power that work within us – According to the 
power that worketh in us. Oh it's a great day.

We thank you for joining us today at Brothers of the Word. Remember you can go to 
www.brothersoftheword.com and watch the entire series absolutely free or send it to 
a friend. Thank you again for joining us today at Brothers of the Word because 
brother you need the Word.

Amen, amen, and amen.
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