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Welcome to Brothers of the Word because brother you need the Word. And today 
we're at Part 2 of Jonah and last message is we dealt with The Vine of Jonah and I 
read all of the Scripture where Jonah would not head the Word of God and he went 
to the ship and the ship got caught in the storm and he was thrown overboard and 
swallowed by the big fish and then vomited up on land and finally he said - Lord I 
will go to Nineveh and he went to Nineveh and he told the people - God will destroy 
the city in 40 days and they called a fast and repented and God did not destroy 
them.

And reading in Jonah 4 - But it displeased Jonah exceedingly,  and he was very 
angry. And he prayed unto the LORD, and said, I pray thee, O LORD, was not this 
my saying, when I was yet in my country? Therefore I fled before unto Tarshish: for 
I  knew that  thou art a gracious God,  and merciful,  slow to anger,  and of great 
kindness, and repentest thee of the evil. Therefore now, O LORD, take, I beseech 
thee, my life from me; for it is better for me to die than to live.

I  just  want you to meditate on this  for  a  minute.  Jonah didn’t  have cancer,  he 
wasn’t bankrupt, he wasn’t going through a whole lot of relationship turmoil. Jonah 
told God that it would be better for him to die simply because Jonah thought he 
looked bad in the eyes of the people and that was the bottom line. In other words, 
Jonah's  pride  was  wounded.  How much destruction  have  we  gone  through  just 
because our feelings were hurt - Just because of wounded pride?

Here Jonah said - Look, I would just rather be dead than embarrassed. Some of us 
would rather be dead than embarrassed. There have been instances even in the 
world where a scandal was about to come out on somebody and they just killed 
themselves. They said - Look, I'd rather die than be embarrassed. I'd rather die 
than face the public. Look, no matter what you have done and there are some people 
in life who have done some horrible things that have gone on to repent and make 
retribution and make great contributions to society - Look at Paul. The post Paul 
has said - Look at all of the Christians I have killed. I would just rather die than 
face the world after all that. Paul went on to write most of the New Testament.

So no matter what has happened in your world - Jonah said - I just rather die - I 
just rather die. Now Lord, take away my life for it is better for me to die than to 
live. But the Lord replied, Have you any right to be angry? Jonah went out and sat 
down to the place east of the city. There he made himself a shelter, sat in its shade 
and waited to see what would happen to the city. Basically Jonah wanted to see if 
God was going to still destroy the city.

People, I don’t know whether some of you realize it or not. But there are often some 
people sitting on the sideline waiting to watch your destruction and don’t let you be 
doing well. There will be people - have repented and blessed you and didn’t bring 
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you to destruction because of  the mess you had done because who in this place 
hadn’t don’t some mess? And if you hadn’t done any mess recently you have surely 
thought of some mess you could be doing recently. So here Jonah, sitting on the side 
waiting and watching for the destruction of the city, just to some of you have people 
right  now  sitting  on  the  side  waiting  on  your  destruction.  Then  the  Lord  God 
provided a vine and made it grow up over Jonah to give shade for his head to ease 
his discomfort. And Jonah was very happy about the vine but at dawn the next day 
God provided a worm which chewed the vine so that it withered. When the sun rose 
God provided a scorching east wind and the sun blazed on Jonah's head so that he 
grew faint. He wanted to die and said it would be better for me to die than to live.

But God said to Jonah - Do you have a right to be angry about the vine? I do he 
said, I am angry enough to die. But the Lord said - You've been concerned about this 
vine though you did not tend it or make it grow. It sprang up overnight and died 
overnight. But Nineveh has more than a hundred and twenty thousand people who 
cannot tell their right hand from their left and many cattle as well. Should I not be 
concerned about that great city?

Now the last message, I focused on the Vine of Jonah. Today I want to focus on the 
Worm of Jonah. Number one, Jonah was mad at God. Have you ever been mad at 
God? I have, I'm just going to be honest about it. I've just been mad at the Lord 
about some situations. Now see - You're never angry at God when things are going 
your way, when things are going just like you want them. But let stuff start going 
haywire and then it looked like sometimes that God has even put you in the middle 
of the stuff. That's like the first case of when someone was angry at God - it was 
really Adam. Adam, he was hiding, getting ready to get booted out of paradise and 
Adam said - Lord, he said the woman that thou gavest me. Basically, what Adam 
was saying on a nutshell - Look, you put me in this situation. You knew what that 
woman was like. You've got all knowledge; you knew what he was going to do. You 
got me in this situation getting me ready to get booted out of paradise. I'm mad. 
Because if you hadn’t have done what you did, I wouldn’t be in this situation that 
I'm in.

So many of us often times will get angry at god because of the situation that we are 
in. Betty Davis in the movie called, "The Lonely Life" said - If you have never been 
hated by your child, you have never been a parent. Now that's a deep statement. 
And you say, what kind of child would ever tell the parent - I hate you. I've seen the 
children tell my wife they just hate her. And it's innocent but sometimes they'll get 
mad just because - Turn off the TV or time to get your homework now, got to go to 
bed - you can't go outside - I hate you. And that will just come out of their mouth 
with it with a second and five minutes later they've forgotten all about it but there's 
something about it, immature children. Whenever the parent tries to correct them 
or send them in a path that they don’t like, they get angry and they'll say things 
and they'll feel things that are out of an immature emotion.
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So here was Jonah and Jonah was basically mad at God. But first see, Jonah had 
become disobedient, God had told Jonah to go to Nineveh and Jonah said - No, I'm 
not going.  You see, we will  often times get mad when we are wronged.  Prophet 
Dexter here is a State Patrol and I can guarantee you that in the vast majority of 
times as a trooper who knows blue lights come on and he pulled somebody over for 
going 50 miles an hour over the speed limit. Here they are breaking the law, know 
they are breaking the law, probably went pass this patroller car so fast blew the 
paint off the door. But here they are - know they are wrong but when he walks up to 
the window 95% of the people that he comes in contact do have an attitude with 
him.

They are the ones who have broken the law but they are there mad at the police 
because they've gotten a ticket because they were speeding. Have you all ever been 
in that situation? I had to make  a mental note, it's been a long time since I got a 
speeding ticket but I've made a mental not that the next time I've got a ticket I was 
not going to behave like a child. And I made a mental note, I said, - Next time I get 
a ticket - you see that’s the first time I get a ticket. And see what happens whenever 
you program your words it's sure enough going to happen. I should have said, I'm 
going to drive carefully from here on now and I'm not going to get anymore tickets. I 
said - Next time - some of you all prophesy in your life when this stuff comes to 
pass. But I said - Next time I get a ticket, I am going to tell that officer God Bless 
you for doing such a great job. And sure enough I got pulled over. And when I got 
pulled over, I felt the fire just rising on the inside of me and I had to remember 
what I had promised - Next time.

So when I remembered what I had promised and I stepped back in maturity and 
looked at the situation, I realized I was wrong and I told that officer - Officer God 
bless you as you go about and do your job and God protect you, so children get angry 
with the parent but moving them back on a correct course. Jonah went out and sat 
down at a place east of the city, there he made himself a shelter, sat in its shade 
and waited to see what will happen to the city. Often times people, we are just like 
Jonah and we'll make a shelter, the problem is, God often times will not allow us to 
keep that shelter. And God says he sent a vine, the vine grew up and Jonah became 
so happy with the vine but then he says God prepared a worm.

This was no ordinary worm, this was a God made worm. And people let me tell you 
something, when God prepares a worm, there's nothing you can do about it. You can 
call Terminix all day long but when God prepares a worm you can call the Orkin 
Man all day long but when god prepares a worm in your life that worm is going to 
do  its  purpose  and  that  worm  is  going  to  come  in  and  bring  down  whatever 
stronghold you've placed in your life that god says needs to come down. Now see, 
God gave Jonah the vine. But Jonah became so contented in the vine and God said - 
I've got to send the worm in, I've got to send a worm in to remove this vine because 
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the very blessing I have given him has now taken priority. Sometimes God will give 
you a job and you become so -- with the job that you don’t even come to church now 
because you have a job. Sometimes God will give you a new car, with your old car, 
you will go by and pick people up but when we get a new car you can't have the mud 
in your brand new car, no you don’t even go by to bring folk to the church because 
now, you have a new car. So God will sometimes say - Look, I have given them a 
vine  but  because the vine  has become more important than me,  now I  have to 
prepare a worm.

And God will then begin to prepare the worm and by the dawn the next day he had 
made that worm which chewed the vine so that it withered. And I want to take as a 
Brother Point,  just Job's statement that we all know. Job 1:21 and it says this, 
We've heard it at many funerals - And said, Naked came I out of my mother's womb, 
and naked shall I return thither: the LORD gave, and the LORD hath taken away; 
blessed be the name of the LORD.

When we understand that God gave us everything and he can take everything. God 
gave it, he took it away. So when you go through what appears to be lost, remember 
Job - Naked came I into the world and you're going to leave naked. Now, we just 
had  one  of  the  famous  celebrities  -  was  found  dead  naked.  Now,  it  doesn’t 
particularly mean that you're going to die naked. What it really means is you're not 
going to take anything out of this world. So you came in to the world with nothing, 
you're going to leave out of this world with nothing. The only thing that you can do 
with the stuff you have, you can't take it with you but you can send it on the head. 
That's why Jesus said - Don’t store your treasures here on earth put your treasures 
in heaven. You can't take it with you but you can send to the head. So when you 
understand that God gave you everything and he has the right in his wisdom to 
take, collect the things from you or to send worms in.

And to prepare a worm, to remove certain things in your world that can become 
hindrance - some characteristics of that worm - first of all it's a little thing, it wasn’t 
even a big old thing, it's a little thing. Do you know little things can mess you up? It 
wasn’t even a big old thing, it was little bitty worm but a little thing getting in the 
right place. A speck of dust can get in your eye you can't even see. A little thing 
getting in the right place becomes a major thing. So first, the worm was a little 
thing.  Then the worm is an unseen thing.  See, if  Jonah had seen the worm, he 
would have been able to just stump the worm and stop the worm. But sometimes 
there are some things that will work in your life, it's a little thing, it’s an unseen 
thing and by the time you realize it, it has already done its damage.

But people we've got to understand these worms they are prepared and sent by God, 
that's why we cannot look at disaster as necessarily demonic. Often times a heap of 
this stuff in our life, God has prepared that worm. God sent it in, God destroyed 
some things that he gave us so that he could take us to another level. First of all, 
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why did god even sent a worm. The word 'worm' in Hebrew in the Old Testament is 
actually translated two different ways, it's the word called 'tula' and it's translated 
meaning scarlet or red or a worm. This is a red worm and when the worm was 
crushed it provided a deep red dye that was used to color the veils of the curtains of 
the tabernacle as well as the clothing of the high priest. So it was this worm, this 
red worm or this  scarlet  worm and they use the word interchangeably to  mean 
either scarlet which is the color red or worm. So they were interchangeable because 
that's where the red dye came from.

Some of you if you look at foods that have natural color, red is a very difficult color 
to produce naturally. And there are basically only two wide spread sauces of natural 
red color - Beat Juice, they take actually beats and they'll made a red dye from that. 
But the most popular one is called Carmine. And sometimes if you look on products 
and you see Carmine color, it's a naturally occurring color but most people don’t 
know where it comes from. Carmine comes from bugs and they crush cochineal bugs 
and they get this red dye and if people knew that that’s where the Carmine color 
came from. Some of the people wouldn’t even be eating red stuff because it comes 
from bugs. But there's nothing really wrong with this, it's actually much better than 
artificial color but the point is, it's from the same similar source as the worm that 
produce the red dye.

In Isaiah 1:18 it says - Though your sins be as scarlet - it's the same word as worm, 
they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson - the word crimson 
that  is  the  same word  for  worm,  they  shall  be  as  wool.  So  it  could  have  been 
translated - Though your sins be as a red worm they shall be white as snow; though 
they be red like a worm. 

When the spies came to Jericho and they went to the prostitute Rahab and Rahab 
asking them - Would you save my Family and they said - Look, if you let down a 
rope - a scarlet rope out of the window then we will save your household. That word 
for scarlet thread meant the worm thread. So if you let down a worm thread out of 
the window, though the scarlet red worm appears to bring destruction, in truth it 
saves.

God can bring so many things in our life and it appears to be destruction but in 
truth it saves. When I look at my body, the most destructive thing it’s ever gone 
through was my motorcycle accident, 14 years old, 87 miles an hour, I preached on 
before, went around a curve too fast, fell off - didn’t break anything but it was the 
most pain that ever been in my life. That was a worm. I've been riding motorcycles 
ever since I was 14 years old, still have one, and still ride it today. I have never had 
another motorcycle accident. The reason I've never had another motorcycle accident 
because God sent a worm. And I was going around that curve, fell off, took me three 
to four weeks to get over all that pain. The worm saved me. Not only did the worm 
save me, I became such an advocate of using seat belts that a couple of my brothers 
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had major accidents and the police said they wouldn’t survive if they hadn’t had the 
seatbelt. This was long before the 'click-it or ticket-law'. I have preached in them so 
heavy about putting on that  seatbelt  because the motorcycle  -  helmet had been 
cracked when I crashed. I said you need to have all your safety stuff.

If God hadn’t sent the worm then one of my brothers could have been dead. He will 
send in often worms that appear to be destructive but in truth, they are salvation 
tools. I used to preach the weekend word here on Friday and I've told the story 
before how I hit two major calamities in my business and they always came on a 
Friday and I was mad with god. I've been mad with God. I was sued and then I had 
a major product mess up. All of the stuff came in on Friday and I would ask Lord 
God, I said - Why are all this stuff coming on Friday? Two or three hours right 
before  I  got  to  preach  and  you  let  all  this  calamity  -  I  was  upset,  I  couldn’t 
understand why God would send all that stuff. But because I had the calamity, it 
forced me to setup my own manufacturing plant which I would have never done and 
which I had said, I would not do. But God said - You're not going to do it? All right - 
he sent a worm in me.

When God prepares a worm, it appears to be destructive but in truth, it becomes 
our salvation. The only thing God was saying was - Jonah, you can make your own 
cover. You've gone to the east and you have built you a shelter but you cannot cover 
yourself. Some of you think that you can cover yourself. You cannot cover yourself, 
there's too much stuff in the world. You think your job is going to secure you and 
cover you; it helps but you can't cover yourself. You've got people right there right 
now  with  PhD  who  can't  find  a  job.  You  can't  cover  yourself.  You  think  your 
education will cover you. Your education won't cover you. You think I'm going to 
keep my body in good shape - as long as I'm healthy.

People don’t you know God has placed a worm in your very DNA, it's called aging. 
And when God took man out of the garden, he changed the DNA. I don’t care how 
good you take care of your body. I don’t care how clean you eat. There's a worm 
inside and as the years roll by, it withers literally. You can look in the mirror and 
you literally see stuff withering. There's a worm!

And I've realized as much as I take care of my body, God has sent a worm. And I 
realized you can't depend on this physical. You can't depend on your money. You 
cannot depend on your brain. You cannot depend on your relationship. You cannot 
depend on your children. God sent a worm. He sent a blood red worm to wither the 
vine - to tell you that there is only one true living vine. There is only one red that 
truly covers. Anything else you will put your faith and your confidence and future in 
false hope, there is only one thing that truly covers. And even in Jonah, God has 
given us an illustration that all of the things we think and we have built on the 
stuff he has sent.  He gave you the brain to get the education. He gave you the 
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opportunity to get the job. He gave you the favor to get whatever you've got. All of 
the vines that he has sent, he'll sometimes have to send a worm.

Do you know if my body was indestructible? I may think different because nothing 
can hurt me. There's no aging, I'm going to be here forever. But when the worm 
attacks, you then begin to realize, I don’t have that long. I may have another 50 
years but that 50 years goes by in a flash. The vine is withering and I've got to have 
something else that I can count on, that's not going to fail. The vine of Jonah is 
something we all deal with because God sends a worm in so many areas and it's not 
the Devil; it’s God.

Most of the bad stuff that's happening is not the Devil because the Devil can do 
nothing without the permission of God. All of that stuff that's happening, in truth 
that's God but yet you say - Well Lord, how is it that you let so much pain and let so 
much misery happen in the world. This is called the Ark - Do you know the history 
of the Ark? God destroyed everything but 8 folks. And I even - that's kind of rough, 
you can kill all the animals I can understand you killing the evil men but the cats 
and the dogs and cows and the sheep, you killed everything. God knew what he was 
doing though we cannot understand it. He said, I've got to kill all that so I can save 
the seed so that the righteous people can come forth. And sometimes God will have 
to send the worm to destroy a whole lot of stuff so that right stuff can be saved and 
can come forth and look at your world and look at some of the things that have come 
that appear to be worms. And you need to have vision to be able to see the good.

Some of us get married, that don’t even feel like a worm, it just feels like a big old 
ground hog just burrowed. Do you understand what I mean? It doesn’t even feel like 
a little bitty worm it just feels like a great big old hog eating up everything - Eat up 
all your money - do you understand? There's a sermon I preached about - "Marriage 
the Nation that Tests You". And god says he wanted to test the people - so he had to 
marry some folks. Some of your marriages is a worm because if you have the perfect 
person,  God wouldn’t  be able to teach or tell  you anything.  So God has to send 
somebody and then attach them to you so he can knock you down a little bit so he 
can teach you something.

So the worms of life, God sends the worms and we just don’t understand just like 
Jonah and just like children but God himself sends worms in our lives. But we have 
to remember Job 1:21, Naked came I into the world and naked will I depart, bless 
be the Lord. If we can just remember that, I didn’t have anything when I was born 
and I'm not going to take anything with me when I die. I don’t care who you are. I 
don't  care whether  you are a multi-billionaire.  I  don’t  care whether  you have a 
20,000 square foot house. I don’t care whether you've got a dozen cars. When you die 
- Now you may have a long hearse that will take you to the cemetery maybe have a 
whole string or just fine limousines that will drive you but you can't take any of it 
with you. You're going to leave all of it here. Naked came you into the world - some 
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of you may just need to go home and just strip naked, stand in front of the mirror 
and say- Lord, naked came I into the world and naked am I going out, blessed be. 
Some of you just need to stand in front of the mirror and literally just proclaim that. 
you didn’t come in here with anything and you're not leaving out. And when you 
understand that, when you understand that - you are going somewhere - and that's 
the difference and we get hung up on this little span of time in between those two 
stages of nakedness and we forget all about where we are going. We get hung up on 
that.

Naked came you in and naked leaving you out, you're taking nothing with you but 
spirit  and judgment and the blood and if  you're  naked,  you need to at  least  be 
covered with the red blood when you leave out of here because if you're not, you're 
going to have some issues. And it will be much longer than that little time period 
between that nakedness.

I've had some worms in my life. I don’t know about you all but I just had some 
worms in my world but let me tell you another thing about worms. Depending upon 
your mentality - you know there was a rumor going around years ago that one of the 
big hamburger chains was using worms in their ground beef.  You all  remember 
hearing that rumor; most of you heard the rumor. And they came out they said - 
that's crazy because did you realize how much more expensive worms are per pound 
than ground beef. Worms cost ten times more pound than ground beef so why are 
we going to put worms in the meat and worms cost way more money. It just doesn’t 
make economic sense. Worms in many parts of the world are delicacies. Folks eat 
them and I don’t know how they taste but most of our taste is really culturally 
based because if you had never seen any of our modern food and you saw a lobster. 

You know a lobster looks like a great big old roach. If you saw a lobster - it really 
does, it looks like a great big ugly roach but yet it is one of our highest delicacies. 
All of that stuff is called for and mental programming. So in many parts of the 
world, worms are an absolute delicacy. And probably to be honest about it, I've got a 
feeling some of these soul food cooks got a hold of some worms. I bet they can fry 
them rascals up - I mean look if they can take chickens and make a delicacy, I don’t 
know what they are able to do with some worms. So they could probably take those 
worms and those worms may be the best thing you've ever tasted. The point is 
simply this - Whenever God sends something into your life, sooner or later it's going 
to taste right. No matter how it looks, no matter how it feels - when God sends 
something into your life, it is for your benefit just when a father sends something in 
for his children. It's for your benefit.

Sometimes with my children, they don’t understand. I had a situation with one of 
my children. A couple of them have cell phones and I told them you can keep the cell 
phones as long as you maintain a straight A average, make a B the cell phone goes 
until the next semester you make all A's and I had to go to them and I said - Look, 
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you all got a B, as a matter of fact, not only do you have an AB you've got several 
B's. B is okay for some folk but not for you. I said, you've got to give me the cell 
phones and their mouth just dropped because taking the cell phone was a worm and 
this cell phone was a covering. It was powerful, they could text on it. They could 
play games on it, you can do all this stuff on this but now this state of the art cell 
phone was gone. And it looked like disaster, but the father knew and the father 
understood and to be honest about it, I didn’t want to take the cell phone but I knew 
if you're going to preserve the child, if you're going to prepare the child, if you're 
going to make the child where the child can compete at top notch level and accept 
no B's because B in business doesn’t survive. So if you're going to make the child 
where the child is in A+, you have to do some things that appears to the child like 
worms.

God has to do the same thing to your world. And he has taken some stuff from you 
because you needed it taken from you and you didn’t like it and you were mad at 
God. But I had to tell them - I sat down I said - Look, don’t get upset, you need to 
understand why Daddy - and they say - Yeah, we understand. Jonah knew, you 
know, and sometimes when God has to slap you, you know but how will we react 
depends upon whether we are children or whether we are mature. And the mature 
person can react to chastisement and discipline with an understanding and an even 
greater love for the father. A child will sometimes say - I hate you. I want to die, if I 
can't have my way, I just take my ball and I will play but we want to be mature 
Christians and when the worm that God sends will wither our vine - Jonah still had 
his health, still had his strength, had his life and the main thing - He had a clear 
communication with God.

God was talking to Jonah and he was telling Jonah - What right do you have to be 
angry. I'm angry anyhow. I'm mad anyway. The most valuable thing that Jonah had 
was connection with God and he was worried about a vine and someone else getting 
destroyed. He wanted God to give the people justice not mercy. I don’t want justice I 
need mercy. Jonah wanted God to be just and do what he said with the other folk 
but he didn’t want God to kill him when he had ran away. He's dying in the fish and 
going - Help me Lord, give me mercy but to the other folks didn’t want them to have 
mercy, the same as the man - Remember when Jesus gave the parable, the man was 
forgiven much - this huge debt and he had a man who owed him a little amount, 
where he had him thrown in prison. Sometimes God has given us so much mercy, so 
much grace and we want everybody else to just pay the full price for what they have 
done, not only paid the full price but even just a little bit more.

But God has been so gracious unto us - Naked came I into the world and naked am I 
going to leave out. Don’t forget that, it doesn’t diminish what's here but don’t forget 
that. Naked came you in and naked you'll be. Now you're going to be clothed in the 
funeral  but  for  the  most  part,  I  understand  what  it  means.  You're  not  taking 
anything with you that you have here. God gave it and God can take it away. Amen.
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We thank you for joining us today at Brothers of the Word. Remember you can go to 
www.brothersoftheword.com listen to the entire series of The Vine, The Worm and 
The Wind of Jonah at www.brothersoftheword.com. Thank you for joining us today 
at Brothers of the Word because brother, you need the Word.
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