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Welcome to  Brothers  of  the  Word because,  brother,  you  need the  Word!  Today, 
before I get started with the message, I just want to tell you two words: Shut Up. 
Shut up. Don’t complain about things that you can do nothing about.

Years ago, I was at the gas station. I was pumping gas. I had a gold Corvette. I was 
there in the middle of the car, putting gas in, and gas had skyrocketed. I was just 
complaining under my breath about the price of gas and I heard God speak to me 
two words – those same two words that I began with today. He simply said, “Shut 
up”. He said, “You make more money than most people and they have to pay the 
same amount per gallon that you do. Stop complaining. Shut up and be thankful 
that you can pay for the gas.”

I  thought  that  was  harsh  way  to  speak.  I  really  believed  that  the  Lord  God, 
Almighty, should have been more gentle with his servant. I believe he could have 
put that in far more eloquent terms. He could have said, “My child,” – you need to 
rephrase that statement and you need to refrain from any negative remarks and 
elocutions dealing with such things.

But  sometimes,  God has  to  deal  with  us  in  ways  and in  terminologies  that  we 
understand very clearly. I didn’t have to go to the lexionary to understand, to dig up 
what ‘shut up’ meant. I knew it without question and I understood God’s meaning 
the minute he spoke it to me. I just felt he could have told me in a more gentle tone 
and term.

A couple of  weeks ago,  we were sitting in a meeting and I was there with Mr. 
Cotton and he began to relate how God had spoken to him. Mr. Cotton told us – and 
he’s  sort  of  the  caretaker  of  the  church;  he  handles  so  many of  the things  and 
keeping the church running – and Mr. Cotton says he had just turned 66 years old 
and he was complaining about  the  number,  66.  He said,  “I’m 66 years  old.  I’m 
getting old.” And he says, “6 and 6, those are bad numbers.” 

Mr. Cotton says he heard God just boom to him. “Shut up!” And I thought I was the 
only person God had told to shut up and I didn’t realize there were other people God 
had told to shut up and Mr. Cotton said that God told him to shut up. He says, 
“First of all, I made all numbers.” Then, when you begin to think about it – see, 
some of you all are complaining about stuff you can do nothing about. Some of you 
all are just complaining about the size of your head. I mean, you’re complaining 
about the size of your feet. You’re complaining about your breasts not big enough or 
they’re too big.

You know, you’re complaining about one thing – you complain about stuff you can’t 
do anything about and God is just bringing the Word. It may be harsh to some of 
you but just to shut up about stuff you can absolutely do nothing about. God made 
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your  head.  God  made  your  nose.  God  made  your  lips.  God  made  your  skin, 
complexion, and God made the size of your behind. I mean, you may have had a 
little something to do with it but God, for the most part, made everything on you. 
So,  God  made  you  and  with  stuff  you  can  do  nothing  about,  shut  up,  stop 
complaining about it.

God told Mr. Cotton, “I made all numbers,” and Mr. Cotton said, “Wow”. And see, if 
you can ever get the ‘wow mentality’ instead of complaining about your stuff, when 
you  realize  this  is  something  that  God  made  and  you  start  looking  at  it  in  a 
different light, you then begin to say, “Wow”. Turn to the person next to you and 
just tell them, “Wow, look what God made.”

It’s a whole,  different mentality when you say ‘wow’.  I’ve got some of the finest 
fanciest cameras in the world, but none of them work as well as these 2 eyes. None 
of them focus as sharp and can see in the light and can see the colors – none of them 
work as well as these. When you start just looking in the mirror and understand the 
thing you have to look through God made.

 See, some of you complain about your eyes. Somebody said, “My eyeballs are too 
big,” or, “they’re too small,” or, “they’re the wrong color; they got red”. Well, you 
need to go to bed on that. Some of the stuff you can do something about, but for the 
most part, stop complaining about the things that you can do nothing about.

And then Mr.  Cotton said that  God spoke something else.  He said,  “How many 
books are there in my book?” And Mr. Cotton said again, “Wow!” See, when you 
start looking at things in a different light,  it changes what you are complaining 
about. 

We all  know the verse Philippians 4:13 which simply says,  “I  can do all  things 
through  Christ  which  strengtheneth  me,”  but  there’s  another  verse  a  couple  of 
chapters before that in Philippians 2:14 that simply says, “Do everything without 
complaining or arguing.”

Our main verse today is going to come from Numbers 14:26-35. I’m going to read 
the NIV version. And it reads, “The Lord said to Moses and Aaron, how long will 
this wicked community grumble against me?” You all know what grumble against 
me means? [grumbling sounds] You know how it is when someone grumbles and 
they mumble. It means complaining.

Have  you  all  ever  heard  anyone  grumbling?  They’re  just  grumbling  about 
something and God, the Lord Almighty, says, “How long will this wicked community 
grumble against me? I have heard the complaints of these grumbling Israelites. So, 
tell them as surely as I live,” declares the Lord – that means without question.
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God says, “As surely as I live, I will do to you the very things I heard you say. In 
this desert, your bodies will fall. Every one of you twenty years old or more who was 
counted in the sensors and who has grumbled against me, not one of you will enter 
the land I swore with uplifted hand to make your home, except Caleb the son of 
Jephunneh and Joshua, son of Nun. As for your children that you said would be 
taken as plunder, I will bring them in to enjoy the land you have rejected. But as for 
you, your bodies will fall in this wilderness. Your children will be shepherds here for 
forty years, suffering for your unfaithfulness, until the last of your bodies lies in the 
wilderness. For forty years—one year for each of the forty days you explored the 
land—you will suffer for your sins and know what it is like to have me against you.’ 
I, the LORD, have spoken, and I will surely do these things to this whole wicked 
community, which has banded together against me. They will meet their end in this 
wilderness; here they will die.”

Now, it is interesting that the thing that really provoked God’s wrath against the 
children of Israel was their grumbling and complaining. He didn’t really enumerate 
anything else. Now, I’m pretty sure they had some other stuff, but he didn’t talk 
about anything else but their grumbling and complaining.

He said, “This community, these folk who have grumbled and complained, you all 
are not going to get my blessing! I am not going to you into the Promised Land. You 
are going to die right here in this desert and your children will suffer for 40 years 
because you have grumbled.”

Parents, do you know when you have a bad attitude, your children suffer for that? 
When you grumble and complain, your children will pay some of the price for that? 
And  here,  God  puts  such  a  heavy  penalty  on  just  grumbling,  murmuring  and 
complaining, and it kept the children of Israel out of the Promised Land.

I want you to hear what Napoleon said. Napoleon Bonaparte, who was the emperor 
of France – he was the conqueror of much of modern Europe and a lot of people 
dreamed about being and wanting to be Napoleon, but Napoleon said this. “I have 
never had or known six, happy days in my life.” Emperor of France. Mighty men 
had conquered most of Europe, but he says, “I have never known six, happy days in 
my life.”

People,  no matter what you got,  you know, you can find something to complain 
about. Here, Napoleon said he hadn’t had six, happy days in his whole life. People, 
this is a brother point: the Promised Land is more ‘perspective’ than ‘place’. Even 
though Napoleon sits on top of the world, he said he never had, basically, a happy 
week in his life.

Contrast  that  with  Helen  Keller.  Helen  Keller  was  blind  and  deaf  at  nineteen 
months  but  she  went  on  to  graduate  college  and  to  make  major  changes  and 
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teachings to all of the blind and deaf people all over the world. Helen Keller had one 
statement  and  her  statement  was,  “I  had  found  life  so  beautiful.”  Blind  Helen 
couldn’t see, but she had better vision than Napoleon. Deaf Helen couldn’t hear, but 
understood some things of the Spirit better than an emperor. She says, “I had found 
life so beautiful.”

Now, the thing is, psychologists will tell you that they have a whole lot of patients 
sometimes with what they call Napoleonic complex – they want to be Napoleon. No 
one has ever gone into a psychiatrist’s office, talking about they want to be Helen 
Keller. No one wants to be blind and deaf. Everyone wants to sit on top of the world.

But yet, Napoleon had not had a happy week in his life. Helen Keller says she found 
life  so  beautiful  and  I  bet  if  you  could  listen  to  their  words  and  if  you  could 
understand French, you’d have heard Napoleon doing a whole lot of complaining. 
But if you could just have understood the gestures of Helen Keller, she would have 
said,  “Oh,  life is  so beautiful.  I  see the beauty in life.”  And she was blind.  The 
Promised Land is more a matter of ‘perspective’ than it is a matter of ‘place’. 

Once,  there  was  a  missionary  who  was  walking  in  the  jungle  with  a  group  of 
natives. All of a sudden, the native took his spear and threw it and it went right 
back, killing a big snake. The missionary said, “Wow, how did he even see that 
snake?” Then, the natives began trying to say, “You see that leopard right there in 
the jungle?” The missionary said, “No, I don’t see any leopard. I don’t see anything 
but shadows, stones, bushes and trees. I don’t see anything!”

The natives began to describe and to find that he was able to make out the shape. 
They told him and they said, “Look, when you’ve been here long enough, you will 
begin to develop what we call ‘bush eyes’, and when you’ve been in the bush long 
enough, you’ll be able to see some things that you cannot see from the city and from 
civilization. You’ll be able to see some things.”

People, we need to develop ‘God eyes’. When we are able to see God in everything, it 
cuts  our  complaining.  When  we’re  able  to  see  the  hand  of  God  manipulating, 
maneuvering, protecting and ordering our lives, it will cut out our complaining and 
we’ll  understand  we  have  so  much  to  be  thankful  for.  But  we  do  so  much 
complaining.

That’s why on the Program 42 at  www.do42.com, one of the things is you cannot 
complain  about  anything,  but  often  times,  complaining  is  so  ingrained  in  the 
American system that it’s hard for us to break that habit. You can’t ever get into the 
Promised Land complaining. Not only could the children of Israel not do it, but we 
can’t also do it. You can be in the most pleasant and elegant of circumstances and 
you can complain up a storm.
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There was once a man. He’d gotten on a plane and we got in a seat. There was a 
parrot strapped in the seat next to him. He looked at the parrot and the parrot 
looked back at him. So he tugged, “Guess, they let animals fly?” So, anyway, they 
took off and the flight attendant and asked him if they wanted anything to drink 
and the man said, “I’ll take a cup of coffee please.”

The parrot looked up at her and he said, “Bring me a cracker and you bring it right 
now with your bad, ugly self!” and it shook up the flight attendant so much as she 
went and got the cracker but it shook her up so much because the parrot was so 
rude that she forgot the man’s coffee.

So, she gave the parrot the cracker and the man said, “Excuse me, but I ordered 
some coffee.” And so she says, “I’m so sorry. I’ll get it.” The parrot looked up and 
said, “Hey, this cracker’s dry! Bring me some whisky with your bone-legged self!”

So, the flight attendant went off again and this was really just worrying her. So, she 
brought the parrot back a little shot of whisky and she still had forgotten the man’s 
coffee because the parrot’s has just shaken her up so much.

So, the parrot shot down his whisky right quick and then he looked at the steward. 
“Lady, bring me some candy with your nappy-head self!” And the flight attendant 
just said, “Oh, my goodness!” The man was sitting and said, “Wait a minute, this 
parrot has gotten his cracker, whisky and now it’s getting ready to get some candy 
and he’d been just as rude and obnoxious! I’m going to stop my nice asking. I better 
go and do like this parrot is doing.”

So, he looked at the flight attendant and said, “Hey, I don’t tell you three times to 
bring me my coffee. Now, you better go and get my coffee before I come up and kick 
your behind!” So, that really just got the flight attendant.

So, she went up and told all the superiors. They came back with 2 big, old, burly 
stewardesses and they just threw them out of the exit door. Both of them had fallen 
down to the Earth. The parrot looked over at the man and said, “You know you sure 
do a lot of complaining for somebody who can’t fly.” The parrot at least knew if he 
got thrown off the plane, he could fly. 

I  recognize  that  as  I  walk  through  this  life  I  am totally  dependent  upon  God. 
Everything I have, everything I can do, and everything I will be is dependent on the 
grace  of  God.  I  can’t  fly.  I’m on the  plane but I  can’t  fly.  Everything  I  have is 
dependent upon the grace of God.

I’ve  had to  do  my best  to  try  to  develop God-eyes,  so  that  all  through life  and 
everything I see, I look at it that God is behind this. You could have God-eyes or 
Satan-eyes.
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With Satan eyes, everything you see, the devil’s behind everything. The devil has 
power. There’s no question about that, but the devil doesn’t run things and he can’t 
do anything God does not allow or we do not speak and allow him into our world.

So, I have done my best to develop God eyes and see it all that God is doing. Listen, 
people, if we can learn to control what we complain about, especially stuff we can’t 
do  anything  about,  it  limits  us  when  we  complain  because  God  even  told  the 
children of Israel, “The very thing that you have complained about, I’m going to 
bring you to pass.”

You know what they were saying? “He brought us with him to die here in this 
desert!” He said, “The very thin you have complained about, I’m going to bring you 
to pass. You spoke it out of your own mouth. You told, ‘God has got out here all in 
the middle – I’m hungry, thirsty and I’m eating all this dried bread.’”. He said, “The 
very  thing  you  have  spoken  out  of  your  lips  that  you  have  murmured  and 
complained, the very thing –“

That’s  why  God  tells  some  of  you  to  shut  up  because  the  very  thing  that  you 
complain about, the very thing, and not realizing how rich he has already blessed 
you – the very thing you’ve been complaining about, he said, “I’ll bring it to pass 
and I’ll let you die in the very thing that you speak.”

And, see, people, once we begin to expand our mind and start to speak different 
about who we are as children of God and what we can accomplish is no need of 
what’s talking about what our past is. It’s no need of talking about what our daddy 
didn’t do. It’s no need to talk about what I don’t have. You can’t do a thing but what 
you don’t have, and you’ll be surprised how your own words limit you when you 
speak and complain. It just transforms your whole world.

One  of  the  best  examples  of  the  limitation  of  thought  and of  speak was  Roger 
Banaster. Roger Banaster was a man over the UK and he was the first man to run a 
four-minute mile back in 1954. You have to understand that before Roger Banaster 
ran the four-minute mile, it was considered by medical and physiological experts to 
be impossible, and they taught it on all throughout recorded history.

They’ve been holding Olympics to since the time of Ancient Greece. No one had been 
able to run a four-minute mile and all of the doctors, and all of the experts said, “It 
is impossible to run a four-minute mile.”

Roger  Banaster  wasn’t  actually  not  just  a  track  runner,  but  he  was  also  a 
neurologist. He was a doctor. He said, “I believe this thing can be done.” Your world 
will change the minute you say and understand “I believe this thing can be done. I 
believe I can break free from this. I believe I can do this. I believe my life can be 
beautiful.”
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The minute you say that – but if you ought to say, “This life has left me a hard 
hand,” it’s going to be rough. “But I don’t even see any light at the end of the tunnel, 
and if it is a light, it’s probably a train coming.” The minute you change what you 
speak and believe and stop complaining, you’ll see some things in your world begin 
to change and when Roger Banaster ran a four-minute mile in 1954, by 1964, 336 
had run a four-minute mile; once he proved that it could be done.

That’s what holds so many of us down in the world right now and we speak it. 
“There’s no way in the world that I wouldn’t do that! Because.” Do you know who 
you  are?  Do  you  know  who  you  are?  Get  that  complaining  stuff  about  your 
vocabulary lest your words bury you in the desert, and begin to speak life. Begin to 
speak truth. Begin to speak who you are. Begin to speak what you can do. Begin to 
speak what you do have. Begin to speak where you are going.

When  you  begin  to  speak  these  things,  and  when  you  shut  up  with  your 
complaining, grumbling, griping – when you change the way that you talk, you will 
change the way that you think and when you change the way that you think, you 
will change the way that you go. And when you change the way that you go, you 
change your destiny and it all  begins, sometimes, with us, shutting up on some 
things and speaking up on others.

You all are great people. You all just don’t even know the half of how great you are 
and how a great of destiny awaits you the minute you begin to speak life into your 
world.

I  don’t  even know the limitation of  what you’ve  all  been doing,  and sometimes, 
people, with complaining, I can see why God sends us through some tough times so 
we can appreciate some things. 

I take a class once a month up in Ashville and it’s really a Nature class. They teach 
you how to live out of nature. I’ve learned so much in the classes and the time I’ve 
spent there because you go without any of the modern stuff. In the last class,  I 
spent two hours making a spoon out of a block of wood. 

A spoon may not be anything to you all but I got a whole, different appreciation of a 
spoon because it  took me 2 hours with a knife  to make a spoon. I  would never 
complain about silverware again.

We spend most of the time in class jut dealing with how to get food. When you go 
through nature, you got to pick flowers to eat and weeds to find what’s edible. Next 
month, we’re going to go in the woods at 10:30 on the morning on Friday and we 
come out 5:30 that next Sunday evening and all we’re going to eat is stuff in the 
woods.
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I understood want Paul says having food and rain would mean he’d be content. So, 
you don’t understand that stuff. I understand why Jesus uses so many parables of 
farming. I spent one class just learning how to prune a tree. When you go through 
the process of pruning, then you understand why God has to cut so much mess off of 
us to make us grow. I understood it.

 When you walk in nature of what God has created, you see some things but you 
come out with so much greater appreciation and you don’t complain as much. Do 
you know the pickiest and the most difficult-to-please folk are the folk who got a 
whole lot? They become so picky about so many little-bitty details and when God 
snatches some of the stuff away from you, you don’t complain as much about stuff.

I’ve just seen it and I began to see through God eyes. Just to be in nature, you see 
all of the stuff God has created and it changes the way you think and it changes the 
way  you  talk.  People,  I  believe  that  you  all  are  headed  for  greatness,  but, 
complaining will not take you into greatness.

Praise will but not complaining. We’ve just got to change the way we talk, the way 
we think and learn to be grateful for everything God has given us. I thank Mr. 
Cotton for just that revelation because you can’t get to be 66 if some folks are in the 
ground at 65. So, it’s a blessing, and that’s why I’m not ashamed to tell anybody 
about my age and I’m not ashamed of getting older. I’m just delighted.

I’m 56 years old. I’m 10 years younger than Mr. Cotton, but the point is, I’m blessed 
for  every  additional  year  that  comes  because  it’s  completely  better  if  you’re 
complaining about getting old. And do you know, some folk, they literally complain 
that they’re getting old.

It’s  how  you  think.  If  you  keep  complaining  about  getting  old,  God  may  say, 
“Alright, you’re complaining about getting old? I’ll give you what you speak.” And 
he’ll cut your life short just like that and you’ll be good-looking, young in the casket.

Learn and watch the gates. The words will come out. Just make a – I’m learning to 
live 42. I’m struggling with it but God wants us to live that spiritual part of 42, for 
we don’t complain. It doesn’t do you good anyway.

Mark Twain said this about complainers. He said that when you complain, he said, 
“80% of the folk don’t  care.  The other 20% think you deserve it  anyway.”  Don’t 
complain. See the beauty that God has made. See through God eyes. Just watch 
your life begin to turn from just the words of your mouth and just how you speak.

I want to ask Pastor James and close us out. Amen.
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Amen.  Let’s  thank  Pastor  for  that  awesome  message.  The  other  thing  about 
complaining is it’s contagious so you not only affect your life but you affect the lives 
of  those  around  you.  You  start  complaining  and  start  to  draw  attention  and 
negative stuff to people around you. Even this few days ago I had a fellow that 
called me and said – You got time to talk. I  said – I’m doing stuff,  a couple of 
minutes I got to get back to work here. So he started going through one issue. He 
said – let me tell you about this – There’s nothing you can do about that, there’s 
nothing you can do about it. So let’s move on. And he said – all right well I’ve got 
another issue here. He started telling me about that – There’s nothing you can do 
about that either. I just cut him short where he couldn’t even finish telling me the 
story. There’s nothing you could do about that. No need on talking a word about it. 
So he said – Well, I’ve got this third – did you heard about this – this thing here is 
going – Yes, I’ve heard about it. It might be true but there’s nothing you can do 
about that either. And he said – Basically the bottom line of what you’re trying to 
tell me today – there’s nothing I can do about any of these things.

I said my daddy said – You worry about those things that you can do something 
about. It’s time you get focused and spend your time and energy into that. That’s all 
that you can do to your life. And I said – what can you do to affect what you have 
going on right now. And he started naming – Now that’s some stuff you can do to 
somebody let’s focus on those and he didn’t call me back since. Amen.

We thank you for joining us today at Brothers of the Word because brother you need 
the Word. Amen, amen.
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