
Shut Up – Pt. 3

Sermon Title: Shut Up - Pt. 3
Sermon Number: 5551 
Speaker: Nathaniel Bronner Jr.

Links to sermon– MP3 is best audio quality, Windows Media Version is fastest download:
MP3 Version http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/5551.mp3

Windows Media Version http://www.theonlineword.com/s/5551.wma

BrothersofTheWord.  com  

V11214

http://www.BrothersofTheWord.com/
http://www.theonlineword.com/s/5551.wma
http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/5551.mp3


Nathaniel Bronner: Welcome to Brothers of the Word because, brother, you 
need the Word! And today is Part 3 of a series simply called, “Shut Up”.  And it’s a 
series fundamentally dealing with stop complaining.  And today, I want to show you 
two things.  First of all I want to show you how you can live like a king.  And I want 
to show you how to grade your praise and to let you know whether you're at an ‘A’ 
level of praise or and ‘F’ level of praise. 

Numbers chapter 11, it begins, And when the people complained, it displeased the 
LORD: and the LORD heard it; and his anger was kindled; and the fire of the LORD 
burnt among them, and consumed them that were in the uttermost parts of the 
camp. And in Philippians 2:14 it begins, Do everything without complaining and 
arguing so that no one can criticize you. 2 Corinthians 4:16, Paul says, Therefore, 
we do not lose heart, though outwardly we are wasting away. How many of you are 
outwardly  wasting  away.   Let  me  tell  you  what  that  means,  when  Paul  says 
outwardly we are wasting away.  It means that you don’t look the same now than 
you did 20 years ago.  I mean there’s just some additional lines of experience when 
you look into the mirror.  Your hair has moved its residence from your head. 

The pigment has changed, your big chest has now moved from up here to down 
there.   Do  you understand that?  We are  wasting  away.   So  Paul  says,  though 
outwardly, when we look into the mirror as we watch the passage of time, though 
outwardly we are wasting away and sometimes people, I know we’re patching up. 
We cover it up, we put wigs on it.  We do all kinds of stuff, we tighten it up, strap it 
down  but  we’re  wasting  away.   Though  outwardly  we  are  wasting  away,  yet 
inwardly  –  you  see,  I  don’t  look  the  same  20  years  ago  from  the  outside  but 
inwardly, I'm better than I was 20 years ago.  See, outwardly, we are wasting away 
but  inwardly  we  are  being  renewed  day  by  day  for  our  light  and  momentary 
troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all.  So we fix 
their eyes not on what is seen but on what is unseen, for what is seen is temporary 
but what is unseen is eternal. 

And here Paul says, for our light and momentary troubles.  Let me tell you what 
Paul  had gone through.   Paul  was imprisoned,  he was beaten with a whip five 
separate occasions.  He faced death, he was beaten with rods three times.  He was 
stoned once.  He was shipwrecked three times.  He was stranded in the open sea. 
He was left homeless, he was in constant danger.  He went through hunger and 
thirst and yet Paul says – for our light and momentary troubles.  Turn to the person 
next to you, even those watching by Television just to tell them, what I'm going 
through right now is just light and just for a moment.

See, none of us have gone through what Paul went through and Paul says, all this 
stuff is light and is just for a moment. People, his life is just for a moment, 30 years, 
didn’t look like I was just walking out of high school just yesterday.  It’s just for a 
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moment.  All of our troubles, all of our burdens, all of our trials and tribulations 
when we understand it, it’s light and it’s just for a moment. 

There was a little boy who had made him a wooden boat and he went down to the 
lake to sail his boat and he was there on the edge playing with his boat and all of a 
sudden a gust of wind came and it took his little boat out to the middle of the lake. 
And there was an older boy who came along.  The little boy was just standing there, 
crying because his boat was out in the middle of the lake.  And he asked, “Look, can 
you help me get my boat.  My boat is way out in the middle of the lake and I can’t 
swim and the water is deep.  Can you help me to get my boat back? And the big boy 
reached down and he picked up a rock and he threw it out into the lake.  And he 
threw the rock out and the rock went just a little bit past the boat and plunched 
into the water.  And then he went and took another rock and threw it out into the 
lake and he took another rock threw it out into the lake.  And the little boy looked 
at him and he began to cry and whining.  He said, “You’re throwing rocks in my 
boat.  I struggled hard to build that boat and I love that boat and you’re throwing 
rocks at my boat.”

And the older boy just kept throwing the rocks and as he was throwing the rocks, he 
threw the rocks a little bit beyond the boat each time.  And when the rock hits the 
water it created a wave.  And each rock, wave by wave pushed the boat closer and 
closer until finally it washed to shore and the little boy was able to get his boat. See, 
sometimes God throws rocks into our pond and it lands with a big splash and we 
think that God and life and circumstances is trying to sink our boat and it’s only 
trying  to  bring  things  closer  to  safety  and often times  we will  whine and we’ll 
complain because we don’t understand the workings of God. 

People  understand,  even  God  does  not  want  to  destroy  you.   He  wants  you  in 
heaven; he wants you in the Promised Land; he wants you to live like a king but you 
can’t live like a king complaining, whining and belly aching.  And even if God puts 
you in heaven with the wrong spirit – that’s why a third of the angels had to be cast 
out of heaven even in heaven itself, with the whining, complaining, and belly aching 
spirit, you wouldn’t even be happy in the middle of heaven. 

Now, I had been away from the church longer than I’ve ever been.  I’ve been gone 
for  three  straight  Sundays.   The  first  two  Sundays,  I  was  with  my oldest  son, 
Nathaniel Bronner III and his school took a trip with certain of the students and we 
actually  went  to  Europe  for  13  days.   We  visited  five  countries.   We  went  to 
Germany, Austria, Switzerland, Italy and France.  And while I was in Germany, we 
got a chance to visit one of the most famous and fabulous and largest castles on the 
face of the earth.  It was the castle of King Ludwig II.  And as I walked through and 
saw the awesomeness of the castle of King Ludwig II, I recognized four things that 
the king had that no one else had.  And it allowed him to live like a king.  And when 
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I recognized those four things, I realized that some of us might be able to get those 
same four things and you could possibly even live just like a king. 

The first thing I saw – King Ludwig’s II castle was build on a high hill up in the 
mountains, phenomenal.  Television will put a screen up where you can see it but he 
had  a  phenomenal  castle  and  it  was  surrounded  by  mountains  and  from  the 
mountains flow streams of fresh clean water.  In that day, you always had to get 
your water, either you have to go the stream and dip your water or you have to dig a 
well and pull your water up from the well.  Well, this was the king, you all say, 
“living like a king”, this was the king.  So the king had his engineers build a pipe 
that came from the upper stream and the pipe ran all the way down the mountain 
from the upper stream all through his castle, straight to his bathroom and they 
created a special valve for the king.  So anytime the king needed fresh water all the 
king  had  to  do  was  turn  the  valve  and  fresh  cold  water  would  come  into  his 
bathroom. 

Some of you but no one else in the whole world had fresh water that they could get 
by just turning the valve and water would flow out. Turn to the person next you and 
say,  “You can live  like a king”.   Now,  King Ludwig II  only had cold water  but 
because no one else in the whole world had cold running water, he was living like a 
king.  And some of you right now are living like a king.  Now if you’ve ever traveled 
through Europe, European hotels are different from American hotels.  I don’t care 
where you go in Europe.  C. Elijah, what are the beds like in Europe? You’ve been to 
Europe, what are the beds like? Small, the beds are about as wide as this sofa.  All 
of the beds in Europe are literally smaller than a twin sized bed in the US.  And I 
was staying in the room with another male parent and we went to one city and they 
had two beds just pushed together.  “Men, we’ve got to separate these beds here. 
We’ve got to have more space than this”.  It’s something in my nature; I just can't lie 
in bed next to big old grown man.  I said, “We’ve got to do something.  We’ve got to 
put some space between us.”

But all of the beds in Europe, they are small; there was nothing even as large in 
that day as a twin sized bed.  But when I walked into the bedroom of King Ludwig 
II and he had all of this fine things and all of this fine cover.  The king’s bed was 
bigger than anyone else in the whole country.  The king had a double bed, not king 
size,  it  was  a  double  bed.   Some  of  you  right  now,  if  you  can  stretch  your 
imaginations, you can live like a king.  As I walked through the castle and the guide 
began talking about the king’s stuff.  The king had the first telephone in the whole 
country and it was one of those old wooden cranks.  But the problem was the king 
had the only phone and if you’ve got the only phone, there’s no one to talk to.  So the 
king had to put another phone on the other end of the castle and he had a line 
strung to the mayor in the city so he could talk to the mayor in the city.  So the king 
had a phone but he could only talk to two folks because he was the only person in 
the country with a telephone.
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The king had a phone and he couldn’t  talk to more than one person.   Can you 
imagine that?  - Living like a king. And finally as I got to the king’s bathroom where 
his fresh running cold water with just a turn of a handle, I saw where they got the 
expression – “Sitting on the thrown in the bathroom”.  There in the king’s bathroom 
was literally a throne chair, literally a throne but in the middle of the seat was a 
flap that you open when the king used the bathroom. Now, you have to understand 
the significance of this.

Back in that day everyone, other than royalty squatted when they went.  All they 
had was the hole in the floor.   Only royalty get to sit  down when they use the 
bathroom, only royalty.  Can you wrap your mind around this? Some of you live so 
royally that you can sit down when you use the bathroom.  And saw all of this living 
like a king.  He had stuff no one else had.  But when you study the history of King 
Ludwig II, he committed suicide – all this stuff beyond everybody else and the king 
could find no joy because the joy was not in the size of your castle, that joy was not 
in the size of your bed, that joy was not in the power of your telephone because the 
joy was not in the elegance of your bathroom, the king could find no joy even though 
he has stuff beyond everybody else. The king had no inner joy. 

And if the king had learned to praise instead of complain, the king would have 
never killed himself.  So many of you are living like a king but you’ve not learned 
how to praise, you’ve not learned how to get joy. 

We spent 13 days in Europe and when I came back – I went again but this time, it 
as  opposite.   I  want  to  the  wilderness;  I  spent three  days  with a group  on the 
Appalachian Trail hiking and living out of the tent.  Everything I had was on my 
back and a big old backpack.  But I want to teach you from that just experience how 
to grade yourself on your praise or your complaining.  We began hiking and we 
hiked all that day and I was in deep Army boots and I had this big old pack on my 
back and we were going up and down mountains, up and down mountains.  The 
first day was okay.  I was so glad to get my tent up, I slept better in that tent when 
I should have slept on a five star hotel.

But the second day was really, really rough and I felt my feet as I begun to go up 
and down the mountains.  I felt my feet becoming sore and the guard said if you get 
blisters, it will really mess you up because you can’t walk with blisters on your feet. 
So when I got to my tent that evening and I took my boots off, I saw the skin on my 
heel and you know how it starts to get water underneath when a blister is about to 
form and it looked like a blister was about to form on both feet.  So the next day, 
when I got up and I looked at my feet and there was no blister, still tender but no 
blister.  I put on two pairs of socks to make sure that my feet wouldn’t scrape in it 
and I would be solid and I made and I began to praise God that my feet hadn’t 
blistered.  And I was just thanking God that my feet hadn’t blistered and God began 
to minister to me on the ABCDE and Fs of praise. 
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He said what you’re doing there is a level C praise; let me tell you the levels of 
praise and faithfulness. First of all there’s level F, some folks complain on the hike. 
“The hill is too big.  This pack is too heavy.”  Let me paraphrase that in the modern 
day world, “I’ve got to go work this morning”.  I’ve got to catch the bus.  Do you 
understand what I mean? Schoolwork is heavy.  Do you understand? We – it’s just 
about the hike itself, stuff you have to do, we fuss about the hike.  I’ve got to pad 
here and I’ve got to commune at this house, I’ve got to do all this. . .  We fussed 
about the hike itself.  That’s a failing grade right off the bed. 

Then there’s ‘D’ grade.  We complain about our fear.  I'm tired, I’ve got headache. 
Work hard – wife complaining, food cold.  Do you understand what I'm saying? Car 
too small, gas too high, do you understand what I'm saying? So we complain about 
our feet hurting as we begin to blister and so we complain about the burdens, the 
struggles in the weeks that we have to carry through life. Thus it has a “D’, still not 
passing. 

So I got up that morning and my feet weren’t blistered and I was just praising God 
and thanking God that my feet weren’t blistered and God began to minister.  He 
said, that’s a ‘C’.  I said, what do you mean that’s a ‘C’ I'm praising you ain’t I? I'm 
thankful that my feet is not blistered – What do you mean that’s a ‘C’? And this is 
what God breathed into my spirit.  Those feet have carried you 50 years and you 
only start noticing, you only start thanking when you’ve got a problem.  That’s a ‘C’. 
What about all of the time he took you up and down the steps to the Ark and took 
you to your car? What about all that time you didn’t thank me and praise me? What 
about all of that? What about all of the good stuff God has given you? What about 
all of the good times? What about all of the health? What about all of the food? 
What about all the provisions? Why didn’t you thank him then? You only want to 
talk to God when you got a problem. 

I said, “Well Lord, if that’s – praising you when the thing is good it’s just a ‘B’” I 
said, “What’s an ‘A’ praise?” God says, “An ‘A’ praise is when you praise me when 
your feet are blistering.” I said ‘Wow!’ When you don’t have a death in the family, 
when you do have a loss of a job, when you do have the eviction, when you do have 
the sickness, the ‘A’ praise is when you praise me, when stuffed by your own level of 
imagination, when you see the stones have hit the pond and your boat is shaking, 
the ‘A’ praise is when you praise me when – your sight all hell has broken lose.  The 
A-praise is when you still praise me in spite of your light and momentary afflictions. 

And people we need to move from the complaining and the whining because so 
many of  us  God has blessed us to  live like a king.   And we need to move and 
graduate to where we were blessed, praise God, in every situation of our life, be it 
hard or easy, being glorious or proper, no matter what we have to deal with, we 
need to move to the ‘A’ level.  Praise and with out complaining, a mealy mouthing, a 
belly aching, we need to shut up. 
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I thank you for joining us today at Brothers of the Word because brother you need 
the word. Amen. 

God said, just show them your bruises but my feet are feeling great.  See, this is the 
point.  And let me explain something to you people from a point of just physiology. 
When your body goes through bruising, you become tougher.  See the only way for 
you to really be able to stand up to the long hike; you’ve got to toughen your feet. 
You’ve got to through the bruises and sometimes it’s uncomfortable.  Let me show 
you – I will show, you all think I'm giving you. I'm going to show you my feet.  You 
see the back, the feet is bruised and the other one is the same way, it’s bruised but 
it’s tougher and God will make it when you go through some stuff.  He will make 
you the way you can walk. He’ll make it so you can clime for mountains but often 
times we’ll  never  clime the mountain because we’re fussing and complain about 
what we have to go through to get in shape because God has thrown a rock trying to 
get our boat to us. And we don’t understand. 

People, let’s move to ‘A’ Level of praising, no matter what let us praise him. Bother 
Ivan, if you could just sing that praise that my mother sang a few weeks ago.  I’m 
just going to turn it over to C. Elijah now and just praise him people.  And I know 
some of you got bruises. You’ve got worse than what I’ve got on my feet.  Some of 
your hearts have been broken and torn.  Some of you’ve been hurt,  you’ve been 
abused and you don’t know why it even happened to you.  We’ve got all kinds of 
issues but in a light and momentary afflictions praise him. 

[Hymn]

Praise him, praise him. . .  – Jesus. 

C.  Elijah Bronner: Praise  God,  give  the  Lord a  great  hand clap of  praise. 
Amen.  Praise God, we appreciate the Lord sending those revelations through to 
Pastor Nathaniel through those experiences to show us that we all are living like a 
king and don’t even know it.  And then he showed us how to grade our praise – the 
ABCDs and Fs of praise.  And then he showed us that it’s through the tough times 
that God is actually building us.  Toughen ourselves so that we can handle the load. 
And so we just thank God so much for just speaking to our hearts and minds and 
spirits today.  And we are certainly grateful that he allowed Pastor Nathaniel to 
have those experiences to be able to share the gospel with us today.  Amen. 

Aren’t you glad God brought him back safely? Amen.  Well you all – everyone here 
bow for just a moment.  We want to give an invitation of theirs anybody here today 
under the sound of my voice and today you want to choose to accept the Lord Jesus 
as your Lord and your Savior.  God loves you so much that he sent his son to die for 
you and all you have to do is accept him and receive him.  It’s that easy, he made it 
so simple.  You just come to him by faith to receive him so that you can have life 
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and you can have that life more abundantly, that you can have eternal life.  God 
love’s you so much.  My second request, if there’s anyone here today and you have 
already made Christ Lord of your life but you want to rededicate your life, you know 
you’ve just been kind of living your own way and kind of slipped away really from 
the fervent love for God and you just kind of been doing your own thing – you just 
want to rededicate. 

So Lord I want to just start over, I just want a fresh relationship with him.  Is there 
is anyone you want to rededicate your life.  I want to give you an opportunity to 
come as well.  And then our third and final invitation up there is – If you don’t have 
a church home, the down of the church are open for membership.  So if anyone 
would like to come to join this church, we invite you to come at this time.  So we just 
extend those three invitations.  If you want to receive - She’s coming to join the 
church.  Hello, she’s coming to join the church.  Wow.  She’s a long time friend, we 
haven’t seen her in years. We are certainly happy to have you to come.  And I'm 
going to just let you all give the congregation your name. 

Tanya Clark: I did come here for about seven months and God simply told me, 
“The next time the doors will open, it will be the day for me to join.” So today is that 
day. 

Sheryl Brian: I'm Sheryl Brian and it’s been almost 30 years. 

 C.  Elijah Bronner: Praise  God!  Well,  we’re  going  to  pray  for  two  new 
members and we thank God for them.  I'm going to ask you to just lift your hands to 
the Lord and those in the congregation; you just stretch your hands toward them. 
Father, we thank you so much for these beautiful young ladies who you joined to 
this  ministry today.   We thank you that  this  is  a divine  appointment,  a divine 
destiny and we thank you so much for them and for their lives.  Thank you for their 
colleague and their purpose.  Thank you for drawing them to his place Lord, uniting 
them with this ministry.  And we pray Lord that they will be spiritually fed and 
nourished  here  and firmly planted here  and that  they will  flourish  here  in  the 
course of the Lord.  God, we ask you to bless them and all of life.  I pray for their 
health and I pray for their homes, thief family, and I pray for their relationships, 
their finances.  I pray for their peace of mind and the joy in their heart lord.  I just 
pray that you will continue to cause them to grow and to mature in the things of the 
Lord and use their gifts and talents here and the kingdom of God to be a blessing 
and even to go out into the world and allow your light to shine through them, to be a 
blessing in this world that we live in lord.

We receive them and we commit to be faithful to them to teach them, to pray for 
them and to stand in faith with them and to love them Lord and we ask them to 
commit to be faithful to serve and to give and to worship in the health minister here 
in the Kingdom along side.  That’s why Lord and we love you so much and we praise 
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you as you come today and we receive them as our members in Jesus’ Name we 
pray, let every heart say, Amen, amen. 

Well come across the isles and join hands.  Men please don’t forget we have Men’s 
Ministry this evening at 7:30.  We’ll  love to see all the men this  evening at 7:30. 
Don’t forget you can get a CD of today’s message out of these doors, first room on 
your right.  

Let us pray, Father we just love you and we praise you so much.  Thank you Lord 
God for your word, your Spirit, your anointing, your grace, goodness, and love over 
all of our lives. Lord we just praise you and honor you today.  Thank you for not 
letting us complain Lord by calling us to praise you, to praise you in all our life in 
the good times and in the bad.  Lord to know that you’re faithful that you’re always 
with us.  And Lord we just love you and I just praise you and bless you. I ask you to 
bless these wonderful people Lord and let them have a wonderful, wonderful wekk 
Lord and we just give you the honor and the praise, in Jesus’ name we pray, let 
every heart say, Amen, Amen. 
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