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Nathaniel Bronner Jr.: Welcome to Brothers of the Word because brother, you need 
the word. And today is Part III of a series called Grace and Peace and today is going 
to deal with that second part of Grace and Peace called Peace. I met once a man and 
he was just always worrying. He had no peace at all. He was worried about one 
thing or another. He was worried about his job. Then, he was worried about the 
national situation. Then, he was worried about the international situation. He was 
worried about stuff going on in his church. He was worried about his wife. He was 
worried about his children. He was just worried about his health. He was just 
worried about everything. You can just see it on his face. He just worried all of the 
time.

It is free because you'll see how worried he was and one day, he’s got free and 
solemn and like he didn’t have any worry in the world and he asked me something, 
“You look different. You seemed light, you seemed free like nothing’s bothering you, 
nothing’s on your mind. It was different.” He said, “Well, I hired a man to do all of 
my worrying for me.” He said, “What?” He said, “I hired a man and I’m paying them 
every week to worry about all of my problems and to do all of my worrying, handle 
all of my problems for me.” He said, “Worry about everything? He has it everything. 
I hire an executive worry and problem solver to handle everything.” He said, “Good 
grief, I’ve never heard this. How much are you paying him?” He said, “I'm paying 
him a thousand a week.” He said a thousand dollars a week. He said, “You don’t 
have that kind of money. How in the world you’re going to pay him a thousand 
dollars a week?” He said, “That’s his first worry.”

But you know we do have a man who has already paid the price for all of our 
problems and all of our worries. We do have a man and the phrase Grace to you and 
Peace from God, it’s repeated 16 times in the letters written to the church. This 
phrase is the only thing that is repeated in every letter that Paul wrote to the 
church and some may think it’s just a customary greeting use in letters. It was 
customary to wish people good health and peace but notice Paul does not wished 
good health and peace upon those he is writing to because he declares grace to you, 
peace to you, and he does not say he declares it but says, “Grace and peace to you 
from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.” And today, I want to declare to 
you grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, grace 
and peace to you.

Now, I used to have on my checks that I would write on my personal account, before 
I was married, I used to have on my checks and this is a brother point, the very 
phrase that I had on my checks, “Peace is the greatest possession and money can’t 
buy it.” When you have peace on earth, when you have peace within your heart that 
even your eternal life is secured. Peace is the greatest possession. You can have all 
of the money in the world, all of the houses, all of the cars, all that in folk in the 
world and if you don’t have peace is not and one of the easiest ways to tell that you 
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have peace is when you can go to sleep easy at night. When you can sleep silent and 
go to sleep, you know that you’ve got peace within your spirit and within your soul, 
just when you have peace.

Now, today is July 1st. Today begins 42 at Do42.com and every six months, twice a 
year on January 1st and July 1st, we begin 42. It was interesting at this time of the 
year. It’s dead in the midst of summer and yesterday we had temperatures of 106 
degrees Fahrenheit. It was the hottest day of record here in Atlanta, Georgia that 
never been in June 30th that was that hot in recorded history in Atlanta.

So, it was – I heard one lady as I was in the store. She says, “It’s hot, you’re not 
feeling to blame.” But it was hot. It was hot and yesterday my oldest son and I, we 
were coming to the exercise class here at the church but we got here early because I 
wanted to go and do some things here at the church. We got here early so my son 
wanted to go down. There’s a basketball court at the park right down the street and 
he wanted to go and play basketball. So, I went with him to play basketball. It was 
106 degrees. There was no one on the basketball courts. There was no one on the 
tennis court. It was totally deserted and empty. So people if you all want to go play 
basketball or tennis today, you got plenty courts. It’s free. No one’s on them.

So, we went out and play basketball and we play to a game called 21 and my son is 
16, I’m 40 years older than he is. I want you know I’ve been pretty good against it. I 
only lost the game by just one figure. I only lost by one figure because the score was 
21 to 2. So, I had the 2 but I didn’t have the one behind the 21. Now, as I played him 
I realized some things and sometimes just in a game, there are certain spiritual 
truths that you can see. And first, I hadn’t played basketball and I don’t know. I 
can’t even remember the last time I played.

So, you spend a few minutes practicing and as I was practicing my shots, what I 
noticed was I wouldn’t make in any of my shots. See, in practice, I was missing 
everything and I knew we had to get back to the church. So, let’s just go ahead and 
play and my son really didn’t have to do a whole lot of checking. You know checking 
is when you throw your hands to block the other man. You see, he didn’t have to do 
a whole lot of checking because I was missing in practice when no one checking.

So, I would get ready to shoot and he would just kind of throw his hand up and just 
even almost look the other way because I was missing when nobody checking me 
and I have known about this thing. Often times, we blame the devil for blocking us 
in life. We blame the devil for putting stumbling blocks in front of us. We blame the 
devil and in truth, often times with many of our situations, the devil has nothing to 
do with it. We are not in practice. We haven’t been putting the ball in the hole and 
practice so when the real situation come, we still miss it and the devil didn’t even 
have to be anywhere around.
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My son could have just given me the ball, went and sat down and waited until I 
missed and then came and it would have been the same result because I would just 
shoot and just missed. Have you all had some stuff in life and you’re trying to put it 
in the hole and you’re popping in and bouncing out and went around and rimming? 
It’s going everywhere but where you needed to go and I was out of practice.

Now, I was blaming the rim and I really lost because down in that public park, they 
have a thicker rim than normal. Normally, you have this rim of this little two but 
this thing went down three or four inches, just heavy duty. I said, “Man, this rim is 
an abnormal rim it’s two thick and then it looks like it’s too small.” You don’t have 
this when you go to the fair and they have this little basketball game. You don’t 
have to almost stuff the ball in and again at the end to win a price.

So, I said if the rim is too small, is too thick, but his were going in. I see that’s the 
way we are in life. We’re blaming everything and everybody else but in truth, we 
haven’t been practicing shooting the way that we shoot. So, when we finally get a 
chance to make the shot, we miss it because we have not been in practice. Peace is 
like that. If you haven’t been practicing peace, when you get to a situation where 
you need peace, you’re out of practice because you haven’t been practicing peace in 
the small things. So, if big thing comes up, you get all been on a shame, all out of 
whack. You came to had peace and you blame the rim. You blame the devil and it 
has nothing to do with the rim and it has nothing to do with the devil. We have not 
been practicing what God has ordained for us to practice.

We got here to the exercise class and right before class, I’d looked at my phone and 
my wife had called and my wife had text me three or four times. I hadn’t seen the 
message because I was playing on the court. Now, it was invigorating at 106 
degrees. People, this is a point it’s not what it is because I took my shirt off our desk 
and let me get on and the sunlight and the vitamin D I can get. This is a day with 
extra vitamin D. See, (00:11:34) how you like your stuff See, some of you are going 
to pay $500 to $1,000 just to go lay up on the beach and lay in the sun. You got to 
lean in the sun now get that sun. This is a day with the extra heavy dose of vitamin 
D in it.

So, I’ve got my text and my wife says here, “The power just went out,” and you know 
the first question that a woman will ask a man when the power goes out? What’s 
the first question? “Did you pay the bill?” (00:12:01) all about this thing. “Did you 
pay the bill?” So, that was the first question my wife asked me. “Did you pay the 
bill?” And to be honest about it, I didn’t know whether the bill was paid or not and I 
told my wife I said, “Look that’s an automatic payment system. I said, “(00:12:18) to 
be paid but I’m not just a 100% sure it didn’t pay. All I do know isn’t out.”

So, when it’s out and then she said, “I called my next door neighbor and I called the 
neighbor on the left, I called the neighbor on the right, I called the neighbor and all 
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that power is on, but our power is out. Did you pay the bill?” And it turned out that 
here it was a 106 degrees and the power is out. Now, the thing about it, I begin 42 
yesterday because I always begin it when the sun goes down on the prior day. I 
begin it on the biblical day.

So, sun down was right before nine o’clock and right after we got out of the exercise 
class, my son and I, we went to have our final meal and that was still a vegetarian 
healthy meal but it’s not the final meal cooked, not steamed. So, we went to have 
the meal and as we were headed home, I see a sign, “We’re now on 42,” and we’re 
headed home, the power is out. The house is warm, but one of the tenants of 42, you 
cannot get angry and you cannot complain about anything. In other words, what 
God is saying, you’ve got to keep your peace regardless of the circumstances. 
Regardless of how hot of a situation you’re in, you have got to keep your peace.

So this is a requirement and that’s why it helps to train your spirit so much and 
people, when your mouth and mind land up, when your mouth and mind lands up, 
your material will land up. That’s a brother point, when your mouth and mind lands 
up, your material will land up. So, I said, “Son, before we go into this house, we 
can’t complain, we can’t get upset,” and I said, “It’s going to be cool, you got to get 
your mind.” I walked into the house and that goes I didn’t feel cool. Then, I went 
down in the basement to go to sleep and actually what happened is I was there in 
the basement and all of us had to sleep in the basement last night because the 
power didn’t come back on until after seven o’clock this morning and it was a 106 
degrees.

In the basement, I told them I said, “It’s cold down here. As a matter fact, it’s so 
cold. I am a little chilly.” And then, to tell you that’s exactly what I said and when I 
said that, George, my youngest son said, “I’m a little cold too.” See, what comes from 
the head will roll down and what you begin to speak will set the vibration. It’s not 
what it is.

That’s one of the key factors about understanding a life and its material plane. It’s 
not what it is. It’s how your mind and mouth land up and if your mind and mouth 
land up and it is hot enough to make you feel, you will not be hot. But if your mind 
and mouth lands up and I thought about Meshach, Shadrach and Abednego, they 
placed him in the fire with furnace, the king and actually said the guard that it was 
so hot. He wasn’t even in the fire, he just need a fire. Say it was so hot, he would 
need a shoving cold and shoving wood on the fire, said it was so hot that the guard 
died just from being near the fire.

See, when the worry carrier is with you, you can be going to so much stuff and for 
near you can even understand it, for near you will get upset because they can’t 
understand how you’re going through all this and then like you’ve got peace? They 
will get mad for you. Do you understand what I mean? They will get all upset. They 
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will not be able to understand because it defies natural logic. How those three 
Hebrew boys could stand in the midst of that fire and not a hair on their head was 
even siege but they said, “Low to the fire, they appeared(ph) never who seemed 
like.” Now this is the thing about see that who seem like they didn’t know who he 
was but they say it seem like that.

When you got to deal with some of these 106 degrees situations and you all know 
what I’m talking about because you all got them in your world. When you have to 
deal with some of these 106 degrees situations, they need to be able to look at you 
and they need to say, “I don’t know whether they are a Christian or not.” But it 
seemed like they got Jesus. You understand what I'm saying? I said anything I 
know and it’s just like the man says, “I don’t know what it look like. I don’t know if 
they go to church or not. I don’t know what church they do go to, but it looked like 
they got something that’s beyond the normal that they can stand all of this heat and 
keep their cool.”

Peace, grace and peace beyond and you see Paul didn’t say grace and peace beyond 
to you as long as the air condition is on. He didn’t say, “Grace and peace to you as 
long as you got mass of mortgage in the bank. He didn’t say grace and peace to you 
as long as nothing on your body is aching or giving you any problems. He didn’t say 
grace or peace to you as long as your marriage is going smooth. He didn’t say grace 
or peace to you as long as you job is going smooth. He didn’t say grace and peace to 
you as long as there is peace on earth and peace in the world and peace all through 
your family and peace with everybody you know. He didn’t say grace and peace with 
that. He said grace and peace be unto you.

People, this is the difference between having Jesus and not and don’t take Jesus to 
have peace when everything is going your way any reason to do that. It doesn’t take 
their love of Jesus and Christ to be in you when all of the stuff you’ve got everything 
you want just the way you want it. My dad used to say any fool can do that. It 
doesn’t take the love of God for you to maintain your peace when there is peace all 
around you.

There is this famous story of a king who wants commission all of the artists in the 
land to paint a picture of peace. And he said, “I want my wise man to judge and 
then bring me the two best pictures.” And one day this old king we have, just 
swallow the land through all of the artists in the land and we’ve got the best two 
pictures of peace and they are covered here under the canvas and they had both 
have them covered up so the king went to the first and then he pulled the cover off 
in the canvas and there was this beautiful serene lake and all of these trees and the 
birds and the trees and swans on the lake. The colors were so vibrant. The sea was 
so peaceful. It was magnificent and the king said, “This is awesome. This is 
fantastic. I don’t see how anything can beat this.”
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And then the king went to the second picture and he pulled the drape from over the 
second picture and there was a picture of a raging waterfall and this waterfall just 
cascading over and you could almost feel the falling from the waterfall with all of its 
violence and all of the noise (00:19:52) and there on the side of the waterfall was a 
bird’s nest and in this nest was a bird with her baby chicks sitting there just as 
peaceful as could be. And the king says, “This is the winner.”

When you can have peace when all around you is in chaos, then you have Christ 
within you. When you can keep cool when everyone else is hot, then you have Christ 
within you. So people, this is a part of the challenge and this is the result. The next 
message, I’m going to give you some of just the steps and the mechanisms of how 
you can help keep peace in your heart because I can guarantee you, you will need it. 
And as I told my son as we drove home, I said, “In this range that the minute we 
begin 42, we face the hottest day in history with no air condition.” It’s a marvelous 
opportunity to complain.

People, for those of you who are doing 42, God is going to give you some marvelous 
opportunities to complain. Trust me and they’re legitimate. They’re absolutely 
legitimate. He’s going to give you some marvelous opportunities to complain. But I 
want to let you know that greater is He that is in you -- greater is He that is in you 
and anything that’s out there in this world, and if you can get Christ in you, if you 
can understand these principles, you can face any situation, anything, anybody, and 
you can keep peace in your heart and you can walk in joy and you can walk in 
serenity and you will be able to tell other people grace and peace be unto you and 
they will be able to look at you and they will have to say, “It looks like.” I don’t know 
but it looks like. It looks like they have the son of the living God standing with 
them. Grace and peace be unto you.

We thank you for joining us today at Brothers of the Word because brother, you 
need the word.

Hey, man. I’m going to ask Pastor Dave now to come and close us out for today.

Pastor Dave: For that awesome message and we all are going to need is peace in 
situations of life. If you’re not in a hot situation where I'm in, you just keep on living 
long and I guarantee you’ll get it on and you’ll need this message and as he talked 
about what the sporting outing with his children yesterday, I had a similar one 
myself but it was a little different but it was a lesson in it too and I went out 
yesterday with the family to the bowling alley and a lot of my friends hang out with 
me. They know I’m pretty competitive with stuff and we went on bowling ahead all 
of the boys and other girls went on other lane.
This particular time, I usually beat all of my children. I let them compete against 
each other, says I’m much older. But somehow, my second oldest son was beating 
me and we got to the eight-frame, I was down about 30 points and he just -- I mean 
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he’s all walk just change and he will go and just bowl. His lowest score in any frame 
was eight out of all the frames. He started after he would bowl and knock down the 
pins. He started doing his dance contest, swag walk back to a seat.

And I really -- that’s just given up as I’m down at 30 points with two more frames 
and really nothing I can do. But I say, well, let me -- whenever I’m doing that it’s 
not working, so I said, “Let me make an adjustment.” And for many of you at 42 will 
make an adjustment in your spirit and I made one small adjustment. I was down 30 
points with two more frames to go. I ended up bowling five strikes in a row at that 
small adjustment and I won the game and then, after we finished, we went over to 
little arcade area. My wife was coming out and she said, “Did you see that rocket on 
the basketball machine?” She said, “I set that.”

So, I played a few games and my wife she was really scoring high. I said, “I need to 
make an adjustment here too.” And I made an adjustment and she had 50 some 
points and went two points above her. She said, “Hold on, let me get back on there 
one more time.” She beat my score again and she had about 59 points. I said, “I 
need to make another adjustment here.” And literally I made another adjustment 
and I keep (00:24:51) had been playing on these machines all day. She said, “Two 
high scores.” I made a second adjustment. In 40 seconds, I scored 70 points on that 
machine.

I tell you, if you will continue to make these adjustments with 42 in your spirit, 
when you’re used to get angry, if you will adjust it to peace as Pastor’s preach, when 
you’re used to get jealous, if you will adjust it to cheerful the other person, then God 
will begin to bless you with some record sales in your company and your life, your 
money will go to record levels. You’ll do things that you’ve never done before, just 
small adjustments. And in the bowling, I adjusted my aim and some of you been 
focusing on what’s on the news and what’s going around. But if you’ll keep your eye 
on the price, on the mark that if God will do some things in your life, stand to your 
feet. We only have 30 seconds. Just bow your heads right where you are.

Lord, we just thank you Lord for this service today, Oh Lord. We thank you for the 
word that had come forth on peace Oh Father and Lord, whatever storms maybe 
going on in the people’s lives, Oh Lord, on the inside of them, Oh Lord, I say peace 
be as to you, Oh Lord. We thank you Lord for you are the author and finisher of our 
feet, Oh Lord. You’re the God in of all peace, Oh Lord. You’ve given us peace, Oh 
Lord, as the fruit of your spirit, Oh Lord. And Lord, we partake of it this day, Oh 
Lord, as even we change our diets, Oh Lord, in the natural with 42, we change it in 
the spiritual, Oh Lord, and we eat the fruit of peace, Oh Lord as we go out into the 
world of chaos, Oh Lord. We thank you Lord and we pray that it becomes contagious 
to those around us, Oh Lord. We bless your name this day. In Jesus name, we pray. 
Amen.
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