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Thank you for joining us today at Brothers of the Word because brother you need 
the word.

[Applause]

And today I am at the last part of the series called Grace and Peace. And grace and 
peace be unto you as the way that the Apostle Paul began every single letter to the 
church and it was deliberate and it was a declaration. Grace and peace be unto you. 
In the first few messages dealt with grace and the last few have dealt with peace.

And today on this last message, I speak to you on the final part of Grace and Peace. 
And our main scripture shall come from the Book of Philippians, Chapter 4, the 
eighth  verse  which  simply  says,  "Finally,  brethren,  whatsoever  things  are  true, 
whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are 
pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report, if there be 
any virtue and if there be any praise, think on these things. Those things which he 
have both learned and received and heard and seen in me, do: and the God of peace 
shall be with you." Finally. Paul said, "Finally." Think on these things.

Now Paul enumerated eight things for you to think on. True, honest, just, pure, 
lovely, good report, virtue and praise. Think on these things and the God of peace 
will be with you.

Many of us are in the midst of 42 and 42 consists of the 40-day miracle and then, a 
special dietary program and finally, get a special exercise program. But in the midst 
of the 40-day miracle, number two simply says this. "I pledge that I will compliment 
someone each day and will say nothing negative about anyone. Each day I will find 
and tell  someone something good or great about themselves. I will  not gossip or 
make negative statements of any kind about another person. This combats envy as 
it focuses me on others and gears me to be happy for them instead of focusing on 
myself." Think on these things.

This is a broader point. What you don’t think about is just as important as what you 
do think about. What you don’t think about is just as important as what you do 
think about. Paul says, "Think about stuff that’s true." Well, the opposite of truth is 
lie. The opposite of honest is dishonest, crookedness. The opposite of just is unjust. 
The opposite of pure is impure. The opposite of lovely is ugly. The opposite of good 
report is bad report. The opposite of virtue is lack of integrity. And the opposite of 
praise is condemnation. See, if we can just not think about those things that are 
opposite.  What you don’t think about is just as important as what you do think 
about. And Paul is saying, "Think on these things, whatsoever things are true."
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A study published in the proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences reveals 
individuals sometimes plays as much stock in gossip that they accept it as true even 
if their own observations and experiences suggest otherwise. They summed it up 
saying, "Gossip has a strong manipulative potential that could be used by cheaters 
to change the reputation of others or even change their own." This finding suggests 
that humans are used to basing their decisions on gossip, rumors or other spoken 
information. First, whatsoever things are true.

Do you know how much of gossip that people don’t even know whether it's true or 
not? "Let me tell you what I heard about them." They don’t even know whether it’s 
true or not. So the first thing Paul says is, "Whatsoever things are true." Now see, 
he gives you almost like a formal process where all of the stuff you think on has to 
fit these eight criteria. First thing he said, "Is this stuff even true and are you sure 
it's true because people will come to you with stuff that they just heard and you'll 
find out that the majority of stuff --" And do you know, lies sound good?

Some of you all know who just lied to you and it's something about -- you know 
they're lying to you. They had a reputation -- you know they are lying, you know it's 
not true but, they can be so smooth and so interested and there's something about 
it. You know it's not a good probability, it's not verified, it's all kind of gossip but 
there's  something  about  lower  human  nature.  And  the  study  said  people  just 
somehow believe it even when it defies their own observations. I'm going to tell you 
all these negative stuff about -- it didn’t look like that way to me. But child have you 
heard? And this is what happens. Is it true?

Second thing, Paul says, "Whatsoever things are honest." The other translations, 
they used the word noble or honorable or worthy of respect. Is what you're about to 
think of, is it noble, is it worthy, is it worthy of respect and is it honorable?

Third thing, he says, "Whatsoever things are just." Just simply meant right. You 
can't talk about what you don’t think about. So if you change what you think, you 
will automatically change what you talk about. Is it just? Is it right?

You know the comedian Chris Rock, he had one of his skits and in his skits he 
would always end it up with a -- he'd go to a scenario and then he would say, "That 
ain't right." There are some things about some of the stuff that you think about and 
you talk about and just like Chris Rock, you know that ain't right. That ain't right. 
So if you know down in your soul that that ain't right, you don’t need to think about 
it, you don’t need to talk about it.

"Whatsoever  things  are  pure."  By  that,  Paul  simply  meant  they're  authentic. 
There's something about this thing that is pure. And you all know what's pure and 
what's impure. You all know what are smut and trash and mess. And you all know 
what's worthy of the glory of God. "Whatsoever things are lovely."
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Now, let me explain something, it's what Jesus said. Jesus says, "Do unto others as 
you have them do unto you. Treat your neighbor as yourself." How many of us when 
someone is saying some things about us that’s' not lovely --. See, we all want people 
talking lovely stuff about us. Well, if you want people talking only lovely stuff about 
you, then you need to only talk about lovely stuff about other people. And there's 
just  a power in that second declaration of 42 when you just  don’t  say anything 
negative about anyone. That’s the most difficult part of 42 for me because I deal 
with a lot of folks. And sometimes some folks just ain't right. You understand what 
I mean? They just ain't right.

So if stuff just ain't right and the people just ain't right,  you have a hard time. 
There  is  a  battle  with  the  lower  nature  of  dealing  with  folks  and  things  and 
situations that just ain't right. So I struggle with it. The 42 says, "You can't say 
anything negative. And if you do say something negative, you have to immediately 
come back with two things that are positive."

So, it trains your mind and your spirit to follow what Paul is telling you to do here if 
you want the God of peace to be with you. Now if you don’t want peace, don’t listen 
to any of these. If you want to stay in an turmoil, if you want to stay where you can't 
go to sleep good at night, don’t worry about all these. If you don’t want peace, this 
doesn’t apply to you. But I want peace into my world.

Paul says, "Whatever things are lovely." My wife and I went out yesterday and we 
went out just driving, just a drive through the country. Well, she wanted to go by 
the grocery store. You all know how it is with woman sometimes. "I just got to get 
one thing." You all know what that means. So anyway, we were in the grocery store 
and people recognized me all over. And we were in the grocery store, this lady with 
her children and she was just raving about this and then she asked me a question. 
She said, "Is that your wife?" And I said, "Yes. Yes that’s my --." Now, I wanted to 
show you. See, whatever things are lovely. My wife is lovely. Do you all understand 
what I mean? So, when the lady said, "Is that your wife?" I said, "Yes that’s my 
wife." And see, it makes a difference people. "Whatever things are lovely."

There's a verse in Proverbs. Proverbs 12:4 says this. Proverbs 12:4 says, "A virtuous 
woman is a crown to her husband: but she that maketh ashamed is as rottenness in 
his bones." So if you got something lovely, you need to talk about the lovely stuff 
that you have in your life. I was proud of the loveliness in your life. And people, you 
need to see and you need to acknowledge that my wife is lovely. Men sitting there 
with your wife, I want you to whisper over to your wife, "Pastor Bronner's wife is 
lovely but not as lovely as you." Men, the main somebody who your wife needs to be 
lovely to is you. It doesn’t matter whether she is lovely to the Pastor. And see, I 
don’t care if my wife is lovely to you. What matters is that she's lovely to me and I 
think that she's lovely. But she's lovely to a lot of other men because teenagers try 
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to come up and talk to my wife. So yeah, she's lovely to other folks but the main 
person that this is important to is me. "Whatsoever things are lovely." Now, you 
don’t  need to  be looking at  another  man's  wife  talking  about how lovely  she is 
because that’s not pure. You understand what I mean?

"Whatsoever things are of a good report," meaning admirable or commendable. And 
then Paul says, "If there be any virtue." If there be any virtue Paul recognized that 
there are some situations that it's hard to find a virtue in. It really is. People, if you 
have divine eyes, you will be able to see the virtue in almost anything.

We had a tragedy that happened over the past weekend, I'm not going to enumerate 
what it was because people will listen to this message years down the road and is 
always going to be tragedy. It's right around the corner or just happened, it's always 
going to be that way. That's nothing new. Always has been, always will be. We had 
big tragedy all over the news and you said, "How can I find any virtue in that?" 
Plenty ways to find virtue in. See, all that stuff is a matter of how you look at it. 
First of all, it wasn’t you. You understand that? First of all it wasn’t you.

Second of all, there were some people in that tragedy who were saved, so they're on 
their way to heaven. And see, that was one of them tragedy, it was a whole lot of 
violence.

Let me tell you something people. The media can get you all messed up. That's one 
of the things. If you want to keep your peace -- I didn’t even find out, somebody text 
me with it. Don’t text me with a whole lot mess. But this is the point people. You 
can find virtue in what appears to be the most horrific of situations. They didn’t 
suffer long. Do you know there are a thousand people a day who dies from cigarette 
smoking? Meaning that every 20 minutes, all of the number of people who died in 
that tragedy, 24/7, every 20 minutes, that many people die from cigarette smoking. 
And if you die from cigarette smoking, you go through a lot of agony and pain and 
all. At least, that was quick. What's that? You're on your way to heaven. So, there is 
virtue in everything if you can properly see, if there'll be any virtue. Take any bad 
situation and you'll be able to find the virtue.

The psychology's report states that the top three tragedies that the average person 
will ever experience are the three D's. Number one is, "Death of a spouse." That’s 
based on psychological analysis. Death of a spouse is the most traumatic thing that 
you will ever experience that's provided you haven’t killed them. You understand 
what I mean? Now see, people, that’s not as crazy as it sounds because I had person 
come to me and they said, "Pastor, do you realize that my spouse was trying to 
poison me? I went for a medical exam, I was having some problems and they found 
arsenic in my system. And the doctor asked me, 'Has your spouse been giving you 
Gatorade?' I said, 'Yeah, he'd been bringing me Gatorade everyday.' He said, 'That’s 
how they get  the arsenic.'"  Now,  you all  don’t  try this.  That’s  how they get the 
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arsenic because of Gatorade disguises both the taste and the color of the arsenic and 
they had been feeding their spouse arsenic-laced Gatorade. This is not something I 
read people. This is real. Nobody in this congregation but this is, I hope not, but this 
is real. So, the number one thing that you can face psychologically is death of a 
spouse.

Number two is, "Divorce." Now to everyone I'm talking to, over half of the people 
listening to me right now, who are those who have experienced a divorce? Half of 
Pastor's  experience  a  divorce.  Divorce  is  the  second  greatest  tragedy  and 
psychological disturbance that people will experience.

The third thing is, "Death of a child." So those are the three things. When a child 
dies, it's one of the most devastating things that a parent can experience. That is 
number three. Death of a spouse, Divorce, and Death of a child, all three of these 
things can take you peace.

My mother has gone through two out of the three of the most devastating things you 
can ever experience. She never lost her peace. She never shed a tear. She had a 
husband who died. She had a child who died but she saw the virtue. She saw the 
good. She saw the loveliness in all of them. Did she want to lose her husband? Did 
she want to lose her child? No. But my mother said, "My job was my child. When 
God gave me the child --" She said, "My job was to get him back to God. And I've 
done my job." See, you see the virtue of it. So there is a virtue. With husband, she 
said, "I was a good wife to husband and my husband did his job." And you see, 
people, that’s why I said the line when you have a communication with God--.

When my father fell sick, he stayed in the hospital for nine weeks. On the day that 
it happened, and I drove behind the ambulance going to the hospital, on the day 
that it happened God spoke to me and said, "He is not destined to survive this." So, 
he  stayed  in  there  nine  weeks  but  God  had  already  prepared  me  and  I  said, 
"Momma, God said, 'He's not destined.' He's done his job in the Earth." When there 
was a line to God, God will put a shield around you into the outside world.

The last message was peace that surpasses all understanding. How can a momma 
lose her child and not cry? And people will say, "What's wrong with her?" You need 
to understand what's right with her. If the peace that surpasses all understanding 
and the world cannot understand -- you're going through two out of three of what 
the psychologist say are the most devastating things that can happen to a human 
being and it don’t even upset you, you still walk in peace, you still walk in joy, you 
still can sleep at night, you're not cursing  you're not wondering why, you're not 
blaming for, you still walk in the joy of the Lord and the world cannot understand 
that kind of peace.  There's  a peace that surpasses all  understanding but you -- 
notice my mother sees the beauty in so much. 
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When I was a single man, I could never trust my mother when she would tell me 
about a woman because she was always, "Oh, she's beautiful, beautiful, beautiful!" I 
get there and take a look at that woman, I'm, "What kind of eyes is momma looking 
through?" Momma could see the beauty in where I could only see just an external, 
physical and I'm standing there going like this, "Momma could see the beauty in 
everybody. Momma saw loveliness. She didn’t see a bad a report. She didn’t see evil. 
Momma saw loveliness."  And that thinking on these things tear at her through 
some of the toughest things a person can go through and she never lost her peace. 
Think on these things.

I  want to read a song to you right now. This is not a gospel song.  This is from 
George Clinton, Parliament -- you all sitting in there and wonder, "Who is George 
Clinton? Who is Parliament?" Anybody in over 30 years old, you know who George 
Clinton is,  you know who Parliament,  Funkadelic.  You know exactly who he is. 
Don’t sit there trying to look --, "I wonder who is that?" You know exactly who the 
mother ship is. You know. But George Clinton wrote this song and it's the deepest 
song that I have ever heard in my life and sometimes in the middle of all the other 
mess there comes a jam and it never was a popular song. It never was a hit. Most 
people have never even heard it. It was on the album in the '70s standing on the 
verge of getting it on and you all do know that. But I want to read to you the words 
of the song called "Good thoughts, bad thoughts." And I want you to think about 
what Paul said, "Think on these things."

Travel like a king. Listen to the inner voice. A higher wisdom is at work for you. 
Conquering the stumbling blocks come easier when the conqueror is in tuned with 
the  infinite.  Every  ending  is  a  new  beginning.  Life  is  an  endless  unfoldment. 
Change your mind and you change your relation to time. You can find the answer. 
The solution lies within the problem. The answer is in every question. Dig it? And 
attitude is all you need to rise and walk away. Inspire yourself. Your life is yours. It 
fits you like your skin. The oaks sleeps in the acorn. The giant sequoia trees sleeps 
in its tiny seed. The bird waits in the egg. God waits for his unfoldment in man. Fly 
on, children. Play on. You gravitate to that which you secretly love most. You meet 
in life the exact reproduction of your own thoughts. There is no chance, coincident 
or accident in a world ruled by law and divine  order.  You rise as high as your 
dominant aspiration. You descend to the level of your lowest concept of your self. 
Free your mind and you’re A will  follow. I have to abbreviate some of the curse 
words. But you all know what A means. The infinite intelligence within you knows 
the answers. Its nature is to respond to your thoughts. Be careful of the thought-
seeds you plant in the garden of your mind for seeds grow after their own kind. 
Every thought felt as true or allowed to be accepted as true by your conscious mind 
take roots in your subconscious blossom sooner or later into an act and bears its 
own fruit. Good thoughts bring forth good fruit. BS thoughts rot your meat. Think 
right and you can fly. The kingdom of Heaven is within. Free your mind and your A 
will follow. Think on these things.
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Clinton's song had a few vulgarities in it but it had a great deal of truth. Free your 
mind and your flesh will follow. Think bad thoughts and it will literally rot your 
meat.  You know Proverb  says that  several  time.  Proverbs 14:30 says,  "A sound 
heart is the life of the flesh but envy the rottenness of the bones." Proverbs 15:30, 
"The light of the eyes rejoice in the heart and the good report maketh the bones fat." 
It's just talking about gusto. You know all these arthritis and joint pain, the Bible 
said, that stuff comes from just envy and just talking about bad stuff. Some of your 
arthritis will clear up. Your bones will straighten out if you just start talking right. 
And we all know the Proverb 17:22, "A merry heart do with good like a medicine but 
a broken spirit drieth the bones." So all these stuff people, think on these things. 
Think good thoughts, talk good talks, talk good about people and that thing will 
bring a peace unto your soul. And it doesn’t just bring a peace to your soul, it brings 
health to your very body and bones. Think on these things.

Try to do that second one 42 for a period of time even if you're not 42. Don’t say 
anything negative about anybody for just a few days. It's not the easiest thing in the 
world to do but there's something about it. It changes your soul, takes you close to 
Christ, allows you to see some things. When you're forced to find the compliment 
everyday, you start looking at people differently. You start seeing their beauty and 
it's real. I don’t ever lie about a compliment, I just won't do it. Sometimes if I'm out 
and I need to get my compliment in it, I look it forward and "I can't do, I just can't 
do anything with that." Sometimes -- "I can't do anything with that one." So, I just 
have to keep going until I find someone where I can find a real good compliment. 
I'm just being real. But it will change your viewpoint of how you view stuff. And 
people with the joyous spirit, they see life differently. People with dried up spirit, 
they can find mess in every situation. People, that's the story of heaven itself. A 
third of the angels were booted out of heaven itself. If your spirit is not right, even 
heaven, you will find bad report. But if your spirit is right, no matter where you are, 
you'll  find peace, you'll  find joy, you'll  find something good about it.  You can be 
locked up in jail and at least, "I'm not worried about any tornadoes. Look at these 
strong walls here." Wherever you are you can find good report.

I just want my brother just come up and stand here with me. It's so much good in 
the world just to have a brother. Now some of you all may say, "We're not on good 
terms with siblings." You would get on better terms with your siblings if you start 
talking better about them and maybe you're not on good terms with them because 
you haven’t been seeing good stuff about them. That has nothing to do with their 
nature and whether they got some bad stuff because everyone has some bad stuff. 
It's a matter of which one of those things you are focusing on. So maybe if you 
started focusing on more of the good stuff and that raise your needs to be about 20 
to one. You need to say 20 good things for every one negative thing you say because 
the negative stuff, you know, weighs louder and heavier. So if you're having trouble 
and you're saying, "I just don’t have a good relationship with my folks." You can 
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change your folks but if you change you, long enough it'll start changing your folks. 
Think on these things. Think on it. Just think on these things.

Some of you got some issues with your spouse and I'm not saying your spouse is 
perfect. My spouse is almost perfect, almost. So I'm not saying that your spouse is 
perfect.  That's  why  with  benign  things,  when  you  compliment  them  everyday, 
there's something about it that begins to change the way you view them but the 
world will have you focusing on the negative. And my brothers, I love them so much. 
I can't imagine having better brothers. C. Elijah lived the 40 Day Miracle. You can't 
get C. Elijah to talk negative about it.  Let me tell  you this. If C. Elijah talking 
negative about you, you're going to slide to hell greased up. If you ever or hear C. 
Elijah talking negative about you, you are greased to slide to hell. As a matter of 
fact, C. Elijah talking negative, I'm not even sure you slide, you'll just about drop 
straight down. So he lives that number two. You don’t ever hear C. Elijah talking 
negative about anybody but you notice he's known in his messages by his laugh. So 
that  peace  and that  joy because he  doesn’t  talk  negative  about  other  people,  it 
bubbles up in his laugh. Think on these things.

My brother James, our smartest man I know, we had a birthday celebration for my 
mother a while back and when I had to write something about my brother, I've told 
my brother James, he's one person I know who's better than myself in virtually 
every area, huge destiny ahead of him. And people, it's a blessing. First of all, the 
first thing spirit that hits brother is not joy and admiration for their brothers, what 
do you think is the first natural spirit at his brothers? Jealousy is the first natural 
spirit. And this is a thing of the flesh. And people, you got to think on these things. 
You go to know because you deal with the same things and you will have a choice of 
demonic flesh ruling you or the divine Holy Spirit ruling in you. You got a choice. 
And it's always a more difficult path to choose the divine Holy Spirit. There's no 
struggle  to  choose  the  demonic  flesh.  That's  natural,  that’s  easy  and  that's  the 
natural progression and the other thing about, that's where most people are.

So  the  vast  majority,  the  tragedies  that  happen,  the  vast  majority  is  going  to 
dominate the whole conversation and the same fear, the same disaster, the same 
sadness will enter their whole world because every bullet fired in that mess strikes 
them because it strikes you in your mouth. But if  you speak and find virtue, it 
changes the whole spiritual vibration. And it begins with those who are around you. 
See the beauty, see the loveliness and be thankful, be thankful, be thankful. Think 
on these things.

We got eight minutes left so I'm just going to leave it to the two of them.
(Applause)
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Let's give our pastor another hand. And I indeed thank God for our pastor. He is not 
only my pastor, my business partner but he's my best friend. So, I thank God for 
him. And he truly has a heart of gold.

We were in a CEO group Thursday and Friday of this week and we amidst about 30 
other CEOs of companies and getting some training and one thing that we saw out 
of the whole group, there was some other second generation business but we were 
the only people in that group of 30 CEO's that could work with their siblings. Some 
of  them had  mastered  the  art  of  business  and  they  were  experts  at  crunching 
numbers and at sale but it was something about it, when they got with their blood, 
jealously, animosity came in.

One lady said, "We're second generation and I work with brother but we have to 
work not on just separate offices, we had to separate the buildings and then we had 
to separate the businesses and form two different businesses." So, I thank God. And 
even our attorney said the same thing that we're an only family that could work 
together  in  the same room. Even when shares are being transferred,  there's  no 
fussing and fighting.

So the messages that you get here is not just in the words but it's in the spirit. Just 
feel the spirit of the brotherhood and the family working together. Jesus work with 
his brothers, his brother James and he called disciples as brothers. We pronounce 
the spirit of brotherhood today. Brothers have turned against each other,  sisters 
have turned against each other but we need to get back to them.

How can you love somebody you don’t even know and the one you grew you with, 
you had eyes with, the ones you share the very DNA with? We took a DNA test and 
it showed us something that they had hundreds of thousands of people but we send 
an anonymous DNA samples and when I sent mine in after him, they sent an email 
and said, "We've identified a sibling in our system." So science knew without even 
knowing our name, knowing our parents that we share a genetic code.

So many of us, we need to go back and get right with those that we share a code. 
Even though we have differences, they said a code was matched, 99 point something 
percent.  You may look different,  you may talk different,  you may have different 
personalities but you're 99 point something percent the same but yet we have so 
many odds with each other. So, I just thank God for being able to work with family 
and the spirit of love, spirit of brotherhood. Now, I turn it over to C. Elijah.

(Applause)
I won't  take long.  We've had a wonderful,  wonderful  message.  We thank Pastor 
Nathaniel for not preaching to make us feel good but preaching to make us live good 
and  we  thank  God  so  much for  this  Grace  and  Peace  series.  He  lives  with  an 
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incredible  amount  of  this  peace  and  he  demonstrates  but  yet,  he  shares  his 
struggles with all of us and he keeps it real. And we appreciate him for that.

You can to BrothersoftheWord.com and listen to the entire series called Grace and 
Peace absolutely free of charge. We thank you for joining us today at Brothers of the 
Word because brother you need the word.

(Applause)

Amen. Amen. Amen. Amen. Amen.
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