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Welcome to Brothers of the Word, because brother, you need the word. And one 
Sunday a father sat through church service and as he left church service on the way 
home, he was just fussing about how long the sermon was. Then he was fussing 
about how bad the traffic was, and then was fussing about how hot it was. And he 
got there to the house and his wife served then and he was fussing about how late 
the dinner he was and then he bowed his head and gave thanks for the food. And 
his young son was sitting there and his son asked him, says, "Daddy, did God hear 
you when you were fussing about how long the sermon was?" The daddy kind of 
hesitates because he'd been preaching, "Dear God, he's everything." He said, "Well, 
yeah, he heard me," and said, "And daddy, did God hear you when you were fussing 
about the traffic on the way home?" And daddy said, "Well, yeah." And said, "And 
daddy, did God hear you when you were fussing about the weather that God made? 
Did God hear you fussing about that?" He said, "Well, yeah." "And did God hear you 
fussing about the lateness of the dinner?" And the daddy said, "Yeah." He said, "Did 
God hear you when you gave thanks for the food?" He said, "Yeah, God heard that." 
He said, "But daddy, which one of all of those did God believed?"

That was another family at church and the preacher had just delivered a stirring 
sermon on evangelism.  So,  they decided they were  going  to evangelize.  So they 
invited  someone  in  the  neighborhood  for  dinner  that  evening  and  when  the 
neighbors came over, there the parents, they wanted to impress the neighbors what 
a Christian household they had and so they said, "We're going to let our young son 
give grace and say the prayer over the food today." And he said, "Son, would you 
just pray over the food for us?" And the little boy said, "I don’t know what to pray." 
"Just pray what you heard daddy pray over breakfast this morning." And the little 
boy says, "Okay," and then he bowed his head, he said, "Oh, God, we have those 
awful people coming for dinner today."

This is Part 3 of a series called "The Painful Sweetness of the Word of God" taken 
from Hebrews 4:12 which reads, "For the word of God is quick, and powerful and 
sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul, 
and spirit and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and 
intents of the heart." Part 1 dealt with quick, powerful and sharper. Part 2 dealt 
with joints and marrow. Today Part 3 deals with what I call the real deal, "Dividing 
asunder, discerner of the thoughts and the intents of the heart, the thoughts and 
the intents of the heart," the real deal.

Now,  those two stories  are jokes that  I  told in the beginning.  They illustrate a 
problem that really affects too many Christians. Too often we claim to be what we're 
really not. And God says, "His word is a discerner of the very thoughts and intents 
of the heart." Really what the real motivation is -- was called, in slang term, the real 
deal. Now, the real deal was perhaps popularized by the boxer Evander "Real Deal" 
Holyfield and actually as I've searched it just to make sure he was the one who 
really came up with the real deal. He sort of used it with his name, but he didn’t 
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really make it that popular. The person who really made "Real Deal" Holyfield that 
popular was Snoop Dogg. And Snoop Dogg had a line in one of his songs about "Real 
Deal" Holyfield and it was a song "Ain't Nothing But A G Thing." Now, I have heard 
of the song, but to be honest about it, I have to Google it because I didn’t know what 
a G thing was. I really did. Now, I'm going to admit, I've heard the song and most of 
you all in here heard it, some of the older people may have, but I have heard the 
song "Ain't Nothing but a G Thing" but I didn’t know what a G thing was. So, I 
have, before I go --, I need to at least know what did he mean by G thing.

So, I Google that to see what a G thing was, and what a G thing was in the song, it 
means as a gangster thing. So, the real deal sometimes of what's really in the real 
thoughts and intents in our heart, and in our mind, and in our soul, the real deal 
sometimes is a G thing. It's a gangster thing. See, the real meaning of gangster 
when you really  understand the term --  first  of  all,  it's  money focused,  ain't  no 
gangster  if  there's  no  money  involve.  Almost  everything  gangster  all  through 
history, the real root of the thing is been money. For the love of money is the root of 
all kinds of evil. If it's not money, it's not gangster. The real root of a gangster is 
money. The next root is sex. The next root is power and respect, and fame, and 
being bad and all that kind of stuff and the other root is a gangster is willing to 
break the law, to get what he wants. So, you’ve got money, and power, and sex, and 
fame, and respect, and being bad and all other stuff and the willingness to break 
the law, be it man's law or God's law. So on one hand, our very thoughts and our 
intents sometimes the G thing is a gangster thing and sometimes it's a God thing. 
And what God means by, "He knows the very thoughts and the intents," sometimes 
the outside can look like a God thing, but the inside it's a gangster thing. It ain't 
nothing but a G thing.

See, it's a gangster thing with some folk and it's a God thing with other folk. We 
can't tell the difference sometimes because on the outside, it looks so holy, it looks 
so righteous, but on the inside, the real motivation is rooted in gangster stuff, but 
God says, "My word --" he can determine the real motivation of what it means.

In Luke Chapter 15 beginning at the 14th Verse, "The Pharisees, who loved money, 
heard all this and were sneering at Jesus. He said to them, 'You are the ones who 
justify yourselves in the eyes of men, but God knows your hearts. What is highly 
valued among men is detestable in God's sight." God says, Pharisees who what? 
Love what? What? Money is a gangster thing. The real root behind all gangsters is 
money. The Pharisees who love money, says God is seen into your hearts and you're 
really into this thing for the stuff that's not really about God. I remember I was at a 
banquet and the main speaker was John H. Johnson. John Johnson was the founder 
of  Ebony  and  Jet  Magazine.  He  was  one  of  the  --  almost  the  number  African-
American business literally in the world. And I remember John Johnson saying that 
when he was growing up in a small southern town, a rural town, he looked around 
in the town to see who had the best deal. He said he looked at this profession. He 
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looked at that profession and he looked at another profession. He looked at all of the 
men in town to see who has the best deal. And he said when he looked at everybody, 
when he looked at all  the professions he said the preacher had the best deal in 
town.

He  said  the  preacher  didn’t  have  to  do  a  whole  out  of  back  breaking  work. 
Everybody fed the preacher. The preacher had the highest respect. The preacher 
always drove around on a big, long car. He said when he looked around at the town, 
the preacher has the best deal in town and he said he -- for the longest seriously 
wrestled with and seriously debating going into ministry because the minster has 
the best deal in town. And the thing about John Johnson is this, had he have gone 
into  ministry?  He wouldn’t  have  been a  sorry  preacher.  He would  have started 
everything in preacherism where to make you hoop, to make you hollow, to push 
you every button. He had known every stroke. He had known every step. He had 
known homiletics. He had known Jesus. He had known everything to push every 
button that congregation had to drain everything out of him to get his car long, and 
longer, and longer. He would have been a gangster preacher. He had been the best 
of the batch, but God would have been able to see into his heart and he would have 
said, "Though you have done what appear to the outside world have some great and 
some all, some things inside. I know the real deal. I know the real intent of you 
heart, and I know you're not doing this for me, because with you is a G thing, it's a 
gangster thing."

In the Kingdom of God, we have to make sure that we don’t get caught up like the 
Pharisees. We've got to make sure that when we stand before our fellow Christians, 
yeah we're not standing before them just to look good, to sound good. We've got to 
make sure that our real motivation is a God thing not a gangster thing because God 
is going to see the very intent of your heart. Do you know when Jesus talked about 
and he said, "When they came to him and they said, 'Lord, Lord, have we done all 
these miracles in your name? We've cast out demons in your name." These were 
folks who have done miracles. How many of us in here have done miracles? They 
are  the  folks  who  have  done  miracles  and  Jesus  says,  "Get  away from me.  Ye 
workers of inequity, I never knew you." They've done miracles in his name. He said, 
"I never knew you." They were doing the miracles. It was a G thing not a God thing.

They were doing it for purposes other than the glorification of God. Their hearts 
were not sincere and we have to make sure that when we serve God, it's the real 
thing. It's a God thing and I pray, Lord, don’t ever let me get in front of the people 
and become wrapped up them self and that’s why he told me do not compete. Don’t 
ever let me to try to compete. So, I'm going to preach better than him. I want to 
build a bigger church and then I want to make a -- better than them. When you 
start moving into that mode, now you have moved into a G thing and you are into 
the gangster mode and that’s basically what Jesus call all of the preachers of that 
day.  He said,  "You brute of  vipers."  He said,  "You bunch of gangsters,"  because 
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you're not really in this for love of God, you're in this for every reason that relates 
and pertains to gangsterism. God knows and his word is a -- it can just get down 
into it and get to the real thing.

My daddy always used to have --  he  said,  "Son,  you’ve always got  to  know the 
difference between the good reason and the real reason." He said, "Folk will tell you 
the good reason, but really is that the real reason?" He said, "Whenever you're truly 
going to make decisions, you always need to be able to tear it through and find the 
real reason because the true essences of light. What is going to be in the long run is 
going to pin on the real reason not the good reason." Ladies, you're sitting up in a 
bar, man, he snuggles up and he said, "Baby, I like to buy you a drink." That’s a 
good reason, but it's not the real reason. See, that's not really what he likes to. He 
said, "I'd like to buy you a drink." That’s not what he want to do. He doesn’t want to 
buy to you a drink. You need to have some -- the word of God. Well, first of all, you 
wouldn’t be in there in the first place if you follow the word of God, but the word of 
God will cut through when the word of God will get through the true intent. It is the 
discerning of the thoughts, and the intent and it will get down to what he really, 
really means.

See,  the  word  of  God  when  it  comes,  when  it  gets  to  that  intent,  you  get  two 
different reactions from the word of God. In Acts Chapter 2:37, NIV Verses, "When 
the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other 
apostles, 'Brothers, what shall we do?" When they heard it, it said they were cut to 
the heart. There's something about the word of God, it will come in the truth, that 
truth will just come in and it will cut and people react two different ways when they 
are cut. If they are evolved, if they were walking in Christ, when they are cut, when 
they are pulling back, when God comes in and trim some stuff, they will react and 
said, "Brother, what shall we do? I see this in myself. Let me straighten up." That’s 
one reaction, but then there’s another.

In Acts 5:33, "When they heard that, they were cut to the heart." Same cut, same 
word and took counsel to slay them." You said, "What?" Yeah, I know it's true, yeah 
it  cut  me.  I'm going  to kill  you."  That’s  what  they basically  say.  See,  that  was 
gangster reaction. When a man of God is cut, when a man of God is cut with the 
word they get into a repentant mode. When a gangster is cut he pulls out his knife. 
Do you understand the difference? So, that’s when you deal with a gangster, that’s 
why Jesus say, "Go get you some swords." So sometime dealing with a gangster you 
need the word of God, sometime you need a real sword, but the reaction entirely 
different and entirely opposite.

Acts Chapter 7 beginning at Verse 51, "Ye stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart 
and ears, ye do always resist the Holy Ghost as your fathers did, so do ye. Which of 
the  profits  have  not  your  fathers  persecuted?  And they  have  slain  them which 
shewed before of the coming of the Just One, whom you have now the betrayers and 
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murderers. Who have received the law by the disposition of angels and then not 
kept it. When they heard these things, they were cut to the heart, and they gnashed 
on him with their teeth. But he, being full of the Holy Ghost, looked up steadfastly 
into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing on the right hand of God 
and said, 'Behold, I see the Heavens open and the Son of Man standing on the right 
hand of God, then they cried out with a loud voice and stopped their ears and ran 
upon him with one accord and cast him out of the city and stoned him and the 
witnesses laid down their clothes at a young man’s feet, whose name was Saul."

The apostles and the word of God cut them repented and said, “Brothers, what shall 
we do? The gangsters.” And the word of God cut them tried to kill those who broke 
the word. The word of God is powerful sharper than any two-edged sword and it can 
get right down to what we really feel and to what we really think and to what our 
true intentions are. And people there sometimes in life, when you're going to go 
through some things, when stress hits you, when life squeezes you and what’s in 
your heart comes out. There was a time, if you were out on the Sea of Galilee and a 
storm came up, do you have faith in God of just fear rule your life?

Now, the Sea of Galilee, we went to the Sea of Galilee and I still remember that. We 
we’re standing at the Sea of Galilee and Snoop Doggy Dogg was written on the wall 
at the Sea of Galilee. Mess goes all over the world. There something about mess 
that will travel on wings all over the world, but what happens when stress hits you 
and life squeezes you? What’s truly in you heart, stress and pressure will bring it 
out? What happens when your money runs tight? Do you truly believe that God is a 
provider and he is a sustainer and that he would carry you through or just worry 
and fear and foreboding take control of you life? See, I believe about life. I really 
honestly in my gut, in my soul, in my brain, in my logic, everything I believe God 
controls everything. I believe it without question, I don’t believe -- I believe what he 
spoke to me. He said there’s nothing undeserved in the earth. I believe it without 
question. Now, I don’t understand it all, but I believe God controls it all. So, if God 
controls it all and I'm a child of his, then what do I have to worry about unless I 
disobey my daddy? So, if God controls it all and I am his child then why should I be 
worry? But sometimes people worry because of our fleshy, creep sin.

I took my son Josees yesterday, we went fly fishing. We had a fly fishing class that 
lasted for three hours.  The class  started at  3 o'clock yesterday.  We were in the 
Chattahoochee River and we had to walk into the river. The river was about 300 
feet wide at that point, so we had to walk into the river. When stepped into the 
river, the water came up to our waist and the water was 55 degrees. Now, Josees is 
13 years old and he's much slender. He didn’t have as much meat on his bones as I 
do. So, when we stepped into that water that water was like stepping into ice water 
and we were supposed to stay in the river for three hours and the first thing when I 
stepped in because I said, “Whoa! This water is cold!” Then Josees came behind me 
he said, “Daddy” he said, after he walked out about 10 to 15 feet he said, “I don’t 
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think I can make it. I can't stay out here three hours in this water. This water is 
cold and I'm going to get sick, I can't make it.” So, he turned around and he was 
heading back to the bank and I was right behind him.

I said, "I can't stand this stuff three hours myself," that’s why as the father goes, so 
shall the son. But the instructor was still standing there in the bank. He said, "Hold 
on just a minute." He said, “Look, I guarantee you, if you just go on that in just a 
few minutes. I guarantee you you’ll be all right and you’ll be able to make it.” And 
there was something about the instructor who was wise and I knew he had done 
this for years. There was something about his voice that cause, “Josees, let’s give it 
a shot.” So, we turned around and we walked back out to the middle of the river and 
after  the  lesson that's  been going  on  about  an  hour,  the  water  was  coming  up 
through bottom, middle of our chaos. After about an hour I said, “Josees, how do 
your feet feel?” And he said, “Daddy,” and the water had not change temperature at 
all. If anything the sun was going down it was colder. The water had not change 
temperature at all. I said, “Josees, how do your feet feel?” He said, “Daddy, my feet 
are warmed.”

If you can listen to the wisdom the great instructor, there's sometimes in life it just 
appears  cold,  it  appears  hardness,  it  appears  freezing  and  freezing  and  you're 
saying, “I can't make it to this thing.” This thing is too cold, I’ve got to give up, I just 
not going to make it, but you hear the voice and you hear the word of God that 
simply says, “If you endure it to the end, I’ll be with you if you hang in there.” But 
there’s a part of flesh that will simply say, “I can't make this. I'm ready to quit, I'm 
ready to  come out  of  this  right  now.  I'm going  to  get  out  of  here.  I'm going  to 
something -- I'm going back to what I know. I'm going back to where I know it’s 
warm.” You’ve got to be able to listen to the voice into the word of God and if you 
can hear the word of God, he will take you through any kind of weather, through 
any kind of situation, through any storm, through any kind of water, he’ll either 
give you the warmth to get through the river or he will just part the river and let 
you walk through on dry land if you can trust God almighty who has created in and 
who  controls  it  all  and  you’ve  got  to  understand  about  this  life  and  when  you 
understand this you will have a key and that is simply it’s a God thing. It's not a 
gangster thing, but gangsters will all perish. It’s a God thing and if you take the 
gangster life style, if  you go that route then you're ending up in destruction for 
eternity,  but  if  you  understand  it's  a  God  thing  in  everything  that  you  do  it's 
because it’s a God thing. Don’t give into the gangster in you. Don’t let the gangster 
get you, it ain’t the boogie ma, it’s the gangster and he lives in all of us, don’t let the 
gangster get you, it’s a God thing.

The 17th day of those 49 days, I was walking on my own and the only reason that 
I'm back home just walking now is because and I didn’t tell anybody this, you're all 
the first ones to know this. I suffered another stroke and I'm supposed to be much 
standing than my brother here. My doctor said I was supposed to lose all of my wait 
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and look at me, I'm bigger than I want to be, but I'm not a small as I used to be. Yes 
sir, so after those 49 days God worked a miracle and I went back to the doctor on 
day number 50 and there was not one tumor left in my lungs. Hallelujah! Nobody 
but God can do that and so I stand before you today and I've been here almost 50 
years and I claim another 50 in perfect health. I Don’t care what happens, I won’t 
give up, I will not let the devil win this fight, I will not give up and I'm telling you 
whatever it is you're going through don’t give up. It ain’t what it looks like. You're 
looking at something that is part is God’s will and part of it's not. This oxygen tank 
and this thing here that’s not what God wants me to have, what you see standing 
right now is God’s will and that’s what he wants for each one us. I did a song past 
about 40 years ago. I know it's time to go, start the music too at about 40 years ago 
with Andrae Crouch. You all know what I love you all so much and I miss you. I 
miss you, if I had a better car I'll come every Sunday."

The song just says this, "I’ve been a lot of places, I’ve seen a lot of faces and there 
were times I didn’t know right from wrong, but in those lonely hours God gave me 
strength and power just to let me know that I am his own. So, I share with you 
today through it all, hallelujah, through it all. I’ve learned to trust in Jesus, I have 
learned to trust in God through it all. Can I get a witness in the house? Through it 
all, I learned to depend upon his word.

Now, I thank God for the mountains, I even thanked him for the valley, I thank him 
for every storm he's brought me through for now I realized if I never had a problem 
I couldn’t tell you that God can solve them and you wouldn’t know what having 
faith in  his  word can do.  So,  I  share  with  you again today through it  all,  God 
almighty, hallelujah through it all. I’ve learned to trust in Jesus, I’ve learned to 
trust in God through it all. Thank you Jesus through it all, I’ve learned to depend, 
I’ve learned to depend upon his word. Lord thank you Jesus through it all. Come on 
sing it, I’ve learned to trust in -- you all sound so good, I’ve learned to trust in God 
through it all,  I'm glad about it through it  all.  Thank you Jesus I’ve learned to 
depend upon his word, yes I’ve learned to depend upon his words, upon his word.

God is so awesome. Will you lift your hands with me? Lord I speak for every soul in 
this house and God whatever their problem maybe just like these three pastors are 
holding me upright now, I pray right now that you would hold them up and you will 
allow whatever the circumstances they’re going through for them to be delivered 
from them. God if there are health problems in the place heal them in the name of 
Jesus. God there’s some people having financial difficulties, God make the way in 
the name of Jesus. Lord there’s some people who’s children have gone astra, bring 
them back home God in the name of Jesus, in the precious name of Jesus. Lord 
bless  these pastors,  bless this  house of  God,  bless  their  wives and children like 
never before, give them a double anointing in the precious name of Jesus and Lord I 
thank you for my oxygen, I thank you for my walker and I thank you for my healing 
in the name of Jesus, Amen. Hallelujah!
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I  thank  you  for  joining  us  today  at  Brothers  of  The  Word.  You  can  go  to 
brothersoftheword.com,  listen to the entire series  absolutely free.  Thank you for 
joining us at Brothers of The Word because brother you need the word. Amen.
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