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Welcome to Brothers of the Word because brother, you need the Word. And today, I 
will be continuing with Part II of a three-part series called, "Thorns", thorns. And 
today, with part two, it will be subtitled, "A Crown of Thorns" and just to review 
from the last message of the first part of Thorns, a thorn is basically something that 
causes  irritation  or  annoyance.  And  from  the  last  message,  there  were  three 
fundamental points dealing with Paul and the thorn that he had in his flesh.

Number one, Paul said that he was given his thorn to keep him from getting puffed 
up. Number two, Paul asked God three times to take his thorn away even though he 
understood why he had the thorn. And number three, we sometimes understand our 
thorns but we still want them removed.

And our verses come again from the 2 Corinthians Chapter12, beginning at the 7th 
verse, "And lest I should be exalted above measure through the abundance of the 
revelations, there was given to me a thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan to 
buffet me, lest I should be exalted above measure. For this thing I besought the 
Lord  thrice,  that  it  might  depart  from me. And he  said  unto  me,  My grace  is 
sufficient  for  thee:  for  my  strength  is  made  perfect  in  weakness.  Most  gladly 
therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest 
upon me. Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in 
persecutions, in distresses for Christ's sake: for when I am weak, then am I strong."

Do you understand what Paul says? He says, 'I take pleasure. Now, if someone asks 
us you know, what do you get pleasure from? Hardly anyone in this room, hardly 
anyone  listening  to  me is  going  to  say,  "I  take  pleasure  from infirmities,  from 
reproaches." Do you even know what a reproach is? That's when someone basically 
tells  you that  you've  done  something  wrong and they're  getting  on  you.  Hardly 
anyone, I take pleasure in rebuke when someone's correcting me. Paul says, "I take 
pleasure in necessities and persecution and distresses for Christ's sake." Can you 
imagine  if  someone  asks  you,  "What  do  you  really  enjoy?  What  do  you  take 
pleasure?" I take pleasure in suffering for the Kingdom of God.

I have met too many folk like that. I don’t even know any preachers who want to go 
through persecutions  if  they can avoid  and to  be honest  about  it,  I  understand 
taking persecution for the kingdom but to be honest about it, if I can, I would rather 
avoid it. I'm just like Jesus where he says, "Father, you know, take this bitter cup 
from me but nevertheless thy will be done." I will take it if I have to but I'm going to 
be honest about it, I don’t get pleasure from it. I haven’t evolved to the level of Paul 
where I get pleasure from persecution. Persecution hurt me. I'm not graduated, I'm 
working on it, you all say, "He's working on it." But I haven’t graduated to that 
level. Thorns are crown of thorns.

John Milton said, "A crown golden in show is but a reef of thorns." This is a brother 
point, if you want to go to the top in anything, you will have to bear a crown of 
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thorns. I don’t care what it is. If you want to go to the top of anything, you will have 
to bear a crown of thorns. You'll have to study, you'll have to practice, you'll have to 
sacrifice  and  all  these  things  are  annoyances,  they're  inconveniences,  they  are 
distractions for us. They're not often times what we really want to do. We have to go 
through  some  painful  processes  to  get  them.  If  you  want  to  get  to  the  top  in 
anything, you will have to bear a crown of thorns.

We'll often see people what we call at the top of their game. To get to the top of their 
game, they have to give up a lot of things that they really would rather be doing. My 
son right now is pursuing becoming excellent in swimming. And his coach says, "If 
you want to make it  to the Olympics,"  and it's  been some time ago but I spoke 
through to a word of the Lord to him, I said, "God says, you can go to the Olympics 
in swimming." And I talked with him later, "Son, understand this, God didn’t say 
you will, he says you can." In order to make the 'can' a reality, you have to have a 
crown of thorns. And everyday, he has to run a certain amount of distance and he 
was telling me the other day how he's getting his running time faster and faster and 
faster and faster. But if you want to go to the top in anything, you have to bear a 
crown of thorns. While everyone else is lying back watching TV and playing video 
games, he's got to be out hitting the pavement, then he has to swim for several 
hours a day as he moves into his training.

If you want to go to the top in anything, you have to bear a crown of thorns. Now, 
see that sounds really good? But there's a flip side to what if what God spoke to me 
because one day I was complaining to the Lord. Have you all ever complained to the 
Lord? I was complaining to the Lord. Lord, why do I have to do all of this stuff? Why 
can't I just have it easy and smooth? Why do I have to go through all of sometimes 
the stuff I have to go? Can't you just smooth it out for me and let me go through it 
smooth?  If  I  have  to  do  it  all  of  this  for  you,  Lord,  sometimes  I  just  had  a 
conversation with God. Sometime Lord I wonder if all this stuff are worth it.

Now this is the flesh talking but sometimes we get to the point when life has beat 
us up a good -- when we got thorns sticking us, we'll get to the point where we won't 
believe it all worth it.

I knew it was just like Jesus knew it was. Jesus knew God had never forsaken him 
but sometimes when enough thorns get in your side, you wonder, "Where in the 
world are you, Lord?" Does anybody know what I'm talking about? When enough 
thorns get in your side, you wonder where is God and I was asking God, just talking 
with him one day and God says, "Look here, boy" he says, "First of all, those who 
don’t do my will, those who don’t obey my voice, those who don’t obey my word." He 
said, "Do you think they have a life with no thorns?" He said, "You know this for 
yourself, they got more stuff than you have to deal with. They got more problems, 
they have more turmoil,  they have more issues than you have to deal with and 
they're not even headed for a great destiny, so what are you complaining about?" 
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Sometimes God has to just to talk to us man to man. And like he told Gideon, "Gird 
up your loins. Shut up! Do what I told you to do." Sometimes God has to deal with 
us that way and sometimes with our thorns, we complain. But when the truth be 
told, those who follow Satan even have more thorns and less reward. But if you got 
to have thorns, have them for Jesus.

John 15:20 says, "Remember the words I spoke to you: 'No servant is greater than 
his master.'  If  they persecuted me, they will  persecute you also."  If  you're truly 
going to serve God, you're going to go through some persecution, if you truly going 
to serve God and I realized some things, if you'll truly going to serve God, often 
times the persecution that you will go through is internal. Because it's tough doing 
what Jesus told you to do. Jesus told you to turn the other cheek when the enemy 
slaps  you,  that's  tough.  As  a  thorn  as  persecution,  you  have  to  wrestle  your 
emotions and all of your flesh in all kinds of ways. So often times, to follow Jesus, 
the first persecution that you will endure is an internal persecution. But people, I 
want you to understand just like God wants you to understand, he wants you to get 
a new perspective on your thorns, that they're not negative. They will take you to a 
different level.

There was once a Sunday before Thanksgiving and the Sunday school teacher was -- 
she was asking all of the children to make a list of everything they were thankful 
for  and this  one little  boy,  he  had a typical  list  of  all  of  his  stuff  that  he  was 
thankful for. But then, he got the end of the list and he said, "I am thankful for my 
glasses." And the teacher thought that was a little strange because most children 
don’t even like to wear glasses. But this little boy was really enthusiastic and she 
can tell when he got to his glasses, he was just thankful about his glasses. And she 
asked, "Son, why are you so thankful about your glasses?" And he says, because 
they keep the boys from hitting me and the girls from kissing me. He changed a 
perspective of a thing and he saw an advantage in what others would perceive as a 
disadvantage.

And this is another brother point, you can complain because roses have thorns or 
you  can  rejoice  because  thorns  have  roses.  It  all  depends  upon  which  way you 
choose to look at it. And sometimes God will just put experiences in my world, I 
didn’t leave the church until almost 11 o'clock last night and I was here working on 
something that I considered to be a thorn. And my wife called me while I was here, 
she said, "The van has a flat tire." We have two vans and this is the other van, not 
the main one but the other van and she said it had a flat tire. So I tell El which is 
my oldest son Nathaniel, I said, "Tell El to go out and patch the tire." And she said, 
"But you need to come show him how to patch the tire." I said, "The boy is 16 years 
old, he can figure out how to patch a tire." So when I got home that night, I went 
over to look at the van, tire just as flat as it can be. So early this morning, I went at 
El's room and I said, "Get up, we're going to go ahead and fix that tire."
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Now, sometimes I  want you to understand the difference between how a father 
looks at things and a mother. Now, all mothers are like this, it's not just my wife, 
not just my mother, all mothers are like this. We were at a men's convention once 
and the speaker there he said, "Mothers want children to be comfortable. Daddies 
want them to be (00:13:13)" and it was real accurate. I mean he actually used a 
word  and  then  I  can't  repeat.  We are  in  a  religious  --  he  said,  "Mothers  want 
children to be comfortable, daddies wants them to be (00:13:29)." So I went in there, 
he was sleeping comfortable, early and I said, "Get up! Get ready to go down and fix 
that tire." So as we went down, I didn’t really tell him how to fix the tire because 
he's 16 years old.

See, sometimes you don’t need to instruct, you need to tell them, you need to figure 
this out because all other times daddy and mama is not going to be there to figure 
everything  out  for  you  and  you  have  to  send  them through  some  things  what 
appears  to  them  like  a  thorn.  Getting  up  early  in  the  morning,  when  you're 
snuggled asleep in a warm bed, that's a thorn. Many of you God has got you getting 
up for reasons that to you appear to be a thorn, but daddy knows what is best for 
your development. So I got him up early, I got the little tire patch kit that I have in 
the garage. I said, "Look, read the instructions." Now, I knew he could do it. The boy 
is 16 years old. He scored so high on his test that he's got about 40 colleges trying to 
get him to come in Engineering. So I know if he had got zest enough to score that 
high on a test, all this colleges want him to come there for engineering, he has zest 
enough to plug a tire.

So I say, "You read the instructions and you figure out how to plug this tire." So he 
read the instructions, figured everything out, found out where the thing was that 
had punctured the tire. He got some pliers pulled it out and he said, "Daddy, it's not 
a nail." He said, "It's soft. It was just like a thorn." So it was a thorn in the middle of 
that tire but it showed me some stuff and sometimes people, God will puncture your 
tire, let some air out to teach you some things.

Now after my son got up this morning early, after he fixed that tire, when he's 50 
years old, he'll never forget how to repair a tire. There are some things God will 
send you through and once you get through it, you'll never forget how to get through 
it  again.  You'd  be  able  to  look  like,  "I've  been  through  that,  let  me  tell  you 
something, I've been through that."

(Applause)

How many of you all have been through some stuff and when you go through it now 
at the time it was a thorn. At the time it was rough, but once you have gone through 
that, God will put thorns in your path, he'll get you out of your warm bed but he's 
the father. And the father sometimes will  put you in a zone of comfort,  but the 
father to be honest about don’t give a hoot about you being comfortable. The father 
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wants to develop you, the father wants to make a man or make a woman out of you 
and the father will do some things that will take you out of your comfort zone. I 
remember that when my father -- my father said, "I'm going to put this boys out on 
a paper route at 4 o'clock in the morning." He had us -- mama goes, "No, my little 
babies, oh my Lord." Dad, "I have to make man out of these boys." Dad has got to do 
some things that to them may seem like a thorn but I'm training them and I'm 
teaching them and I'm developing him into men and I got to do some things that 
they don’t understand and they don’t even like and God will put thorns into your 
world to develop you.

And this is a creed sometimes for those who are going through some things that you 
understand how God does something. I ask God for strength that I might achieve, I 
was made weak that I might learn only to obey. I asked for help that I might do 
great things. I was given infirmity that I might do better things. I ask for riches 
that I might be happy; I was given poverty that I might be wise. I asked for power 
that I might have the praise of men, I was given weakness that I might feel the 
need of God. I asked for all things that I might enjoy life, I was given life that I 
might enjoy all things. I got nothing I asked for but everything I had hoped for. I am 
among men most richly blessed.

Sometimes people, what we ask for are what God gives us they're different. But 
understand we're dealing with the father and sometimes our daddy, all of those of 
you who had good daddies, a daddy who's tough. A daddy that made you do things 
that you didn’t want to do at the time but later on down the road, you were so glad. 
And I'd say my daddy was never mechanically inclined, I'm not sure my daddy could 
have patched the tire, but what he did was made us learn and he made us figure it 
out. And if God can make you figure out some situations and if he can put you in 
some situations, and when you see the first time that Jesus can bring you out, you 
know he can bring you out anything. See the first time God put you in a situation 
and you used Jesus to fix your situation, from then on for the rest of your days.

I was in the dressing room and Lucricia was telling me a situation of how she was 
out and got to talking with someone and the fellow told her that his wife cleaned 
houses and she was in a man's house who was sick, who needed cleaning the house 
and he was an Atheist. And the man said after the woman worked there for a while 
she came back and said she no longer believed in God. And then, she said converted 
his son over to what he didn’t believe in God and as I thought about that thing, I 
said to myself. This woman who was converted by an Atheist to not believing in God 
had never had an experience where God brought her through. See, once you have an 
experience where you know without question, where you know without question 
that God has brought you through. I don’t care how intellectual somebody is to you. 
I don’t care how many Ph.D. s they have, I don’t care what they tell you, when you 
have had a direct experience with God, no one can tell you that God does not exist.
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(Applause)

And usually when you have had that direct encounter with God, it is due to a thorn. 
It is due to something that you are going through, it is due to something that is not 
pleasant, it is painful, it is upsetting to you and you're at the edge of your rope and 
you don’t know what to do. And here all of the sudden comes this deliverance to 
your prayer and you know it is God. And once that happens, no one can tell you that 
God does not exist. And see God tease you -- there was back in the early 1900s, the 
famous painter,  Pablo Picasso was commissioned to paint a picture of  a famous 
writer Gertrude Stein. And Picasso was in Spain and Gertrude Stein, she came to 
Picasso and she sent for Picasso and sent over and over and over and Picasso just 
simply said, he said, "Look, I can't see you any longer. I just can't paint you." She 
sent for Picasso 90 different times and Picasso still could not paint her picture. He 
just packed up his brushes, got all of his stuff and returned back to his house. But 
he continued to work on her portrait and in a few months, it was finished. And he 
had this large unveiling because Picasso was a famous painter and as he unveiled 
the portrait of Gertrude Stein, everybody was silent because Gertrude Stein at the 
time was a young pretty woman and the woman on the picture was mature and 
wise and had some wrinkles on her face, and she was a -- she was like 50 years 
older than the Gertrude Stein. And so finally, someone in the back hollered out, 
"That don’t look like Gertrude Stein." And Picasso simply replied, "It will one day."

And as time went on, Gertrude Stein eventually looked identical to the picture that 
Picasso has painted. And this is the brother point from that, any artist can paint 
what is. We've got a famous artist back in the back, Brother Trent White, any artist 
can paint what is, good artist can paint what once was, but only masters can paint 
what  shall  be.  And  today,  I  look  upon  you  and  I  see  the  partially  completed 
canvasses  of  life  and I  just  pray that  the  master  will  allow me to  just  catch  a 
glimpse of what he sees for your life. I pray that you don’t become frustrated or 
disheartened with the thorns in your life. Because they are being used for you not 
as you are and not as you were but as you shall someday be, that is the purpose of 
thorns. They may stick you, they may hurt, but the father knows the purpose. He 
knows what you shall be, and he knows what he has to send you through to paint 
the picture of your life as it shall be.

And as my son pulled that thorn out of the tire, air began to escape and you could 
just hear it just hissing. And this is a principle that when God puts a thorn in your 
life, and you remove the thorn, it always leaves a hole and if you don’t plug the hole 
with something, spirit or air will leave. I doubt if there's any adult or anyone over 
12 years old within the sound of my voice who has not been hurt. And hurt is a 
thorn that pierces the heart and sometimes even when the source of the hurt is 
removed, the hole is still there. And sometimes the only way God can get Jesus into 
our heart, you have to put a hole in it. Otherwise, it's just too calloused and just too 
hard for the Holy Spirit to enter it. All of our hurt, all of our pains, all of the thorns 
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that we deal with, God can fill up all of those holes. And once the holes are filled, no 
one can ever convince -- you see I don’t care, I'm pretty intellectual, I've read tons of 
stuff.

An Atheist, to be honest about it has some valid sounding points. And if all you had 
was intelligence, you'd be in bad shape, because you cannot prove God, bottom line, 
you can't prove God. I mean from a philosophical standpoint, you cannot prove God. 
But  when  he  has  worked  in  your  life,  and  if  I'm  arguing  with  some  of  those 
intelligent, they say, "Well how can you prove to me that God exist?" The Bible says, 
"You shall know him by the things that are made." And you can go through all the 
science of all of the cellular complexities but that's just biology, that don’t prove 
God, you can't prove it. But for me, I've had some stuff happen over and over and 
over. And I'd have some deliverance that only by the grace of God.

Now see, I told you once when I'd hurt my knee and I have a little knee problem but 
I fell off a motorcycle at 14, going 87 miles an hour. I shouldn’t even had a knee, but 
by the grace of God and I cannot prove by the surviving of the motorcycle accident 
that there is a God, because plenty of people have fallen of a motorcycle and lived. I 
can't prove it, but that was just the first thing. Then, I had other stuff and I've had 
other situations, I've had lived life like it was just a horde of angels surrounding me 
and you just can't convince me that there's not a God. I cannot intellectually prove 
it to you, I can't write it down on paper, I cannot put it on a mathematical formula 
but I know without any question, without any doubt, and even if I go through a 
period in life when the heavens simply shut up and I can't hear God's voice. Even if 
I go through a period in life where it looks like you're just a pin cushion with all 
kinds of thorns all over you. And people let me tell you, you're going to go through 
some seasons in life. I don’t care who you are, I don’t care what you have, you will 
go through some seasons in life where you're going to feel like a pin cushion. Where 
all kinds of stuff -- there are some seasons where everything is just working and 
then there's some season where like everything breaks.

You're going to go through some seasons in life and if you don’t know that there's a 
God, and if you don’t know that that God is with you, even when you can't feel it, 
even when it  looks like God has deserted you. Even when it looks like God has 
forsaken you, because see, people we associate comfort with God. Comfort is the 
mother, he's not the father and the daddy can put you through some stuff,  and 
daddy can sit back and just watch you go through it. I remember my second son 
Josie's and I remember we were in Orlando and Josie just likes to run but he had 
fallen once or twice. And so, when we saw the child running, mama said, "Wait, 
don’t run! Don’t run! Don’t run! You might fall!" And that's normal for a mother. 
But daddy was different, and daddy had to say, "Run home boy! Yes you may fall, 
but you will never learn to run if you don’t run." And sometimes with the running 
comes the risk of the falling and sometimes we associate God only with the mother 
spirit. Only with the comfort, but God is a daddy. And sometimes he will make you 
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uncomfortable, to make you get to the place where you need to be and he will let you 
run and he will let you fall and he'll let you scrape yourself up and bust yourself up 
so that you will learn and so that you will graduate because people, these bodies are 
nothing but dirt.

And he can sacrifice a little dirt to save the truly valuable thing that's inside of you. 
So as we go through thorns and we sometimes, there's the old question of why do 
good people suffer. I don’t believe good people suffer, I just believe good people are 
taught and the class is rough, for how you look at it. I'm just in class, all of the 
classes  that  taught  me well.  I  was  the  first  black  person to  graduate  from the 
college that I went to with a degree in chemistry. Do you know why nobody else 
graduated with a degree in Chemistry? I wasn’t the first one to go in it in chemistry. 
I  was  the  first  one  to  come out  of  it  because it  had too  many thorns.  And the 
professors and the classes and their equations got to rough and they said, "Heck 
with this,  I'm a major in Political Science, the heck with this." It had too many 
thorns, but the daddy will know. Mama will say, "Boy, if it's too tough, why don’t 
you just switch your major, get you something -- just switch, even if you want to 
switch to Home Economics. Switch your major boy, switch your major."

(Applause)

Daddy told me this, "Boy, when you start something, you stick with it even if it kills 
you."  That's  what  daddy  said.  Both  parents  loved  me,  but  daddy  had  a  whole 
different philosophy. Daddy said, "You're going to have some thorns, you go through 
the thorns, you need to go through the thorns and whatever it takes, you get it 
done. So thorns are really from the father, but understand in your life, God only has 
your best interest at heart and children very rarely understand the best interest 
that a parent -- children rarely have understand it. And my children even at 12, 
now this  is  a  deep point  that  you  need to  understand,  my children even at  12 
understand more of life relative to its truth than we do at 50 relative to God and 
truth.  Your  children  understand  more  relative  to  truth  than  you  understand 
relative to truth compared to God's knowledge. My children don’t know as much as I 
do but they know a good bit. I can't even make a blade of grass, my knowledge 
compared to God, I don’t even hardly even have intelligence.

So if our children often times fret and pout about the things that we have to do as 
parents when we're operating in the daddy mode. What do you think about us as 
children  when  the Almighty  Father  has  to  operate  in  a  daddy mode?  We don’t 
understand the thorn sometimes, simply because they are not comfortable. But God 
has set  them in our  lives  for  purpose and to take us to  heights  that  we would 
otherwise not achieve.

You can go to BrothersoftheWord.com and listen to the entire series on Thorns. If 
you got thorns in your life, you need to hear these series and you need to have a 
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different perspective of the thorns in your life. We thank you for joining us today at 
Brothers of the Word, because brother, you need the Word.

(Applause)

Amen. Amen and Amen.
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