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Welcome to brothers of the word because brother you need the word. And today, 
we're actually studying on Part 3 of the message called Thorns and thorns is from 
book of 2 Corinthians chapter 12, beginning at the seventh verse and it reads, "And 
lest I should be exalted above measure, through the abundance of the revelations, 
there was given to me a thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest 
I should be exalted above measure for this thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it 
might depart from me. And he said unto me, 'My grace is sufficient for thee for my 
strength is made perfect in weakness' Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in 
my  infirmities,  that  the  power  of  Christ  may  rest  upon  me.  Therefore  I  take 
pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities and persecutions, in distresses 
for Christ's sake for when I am weak, then I am strong."

And for this Part 3 of Thorns, I want to subtitle it simply, "Let Jesus bear your 
thorns." Let Jesus bear your thorns. But first of all, where did thorns come from? In 
Genesis Chapter 3, beginning at the 17th verse it says, "And unto Adam he said, 
because thou has harkened unto the voice of thy wife and hast eaten of the tree, of 
which I commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is the ground for 
thy sake. In sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life. Thorns also and 
thistles shall it bring forth to thee, and thou shalt eat the herb of the field; in the 
sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread till thou return unto the ground; for out of it 
was thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust thou shalt return.

So thorns actually were a product of the curse that came because of sin. And when 
man sinned, thorns and thistles came from the ground and he had sorrow and had 
to eat by the sweat of his brow for the rest of his days. How many of you all get to 
eat by the sweat of your brow? I mean you had to eat, but you had to go work, you 
had to sweat and you deal with thorns and it came from the original sin, from the 
curse of the ground, sin and sorrow and sweat came as a result. But Jesus also tells 
us our modern day meaning of thorns. And for Jesus to bare our thorns, there are 
some things that we really need to understand. And in the book of Mark, beginning 
at the fourth chapter, and this is where Jesus deals with the Parable of the Sower 
and the Seed. We've heard parables. This parable and we've heard it preached on 
numerous  times.  But  here,  Jesus  says,  Mark Chapter  4,  beginning at  the third 
verse, "Hearken, Behold, there went out a sower to sow and it came to pass as he 
sowed, some fell by the way side and the fowls of the air came and devoured it up. 
And some fell on stony ground, where it had not been much earth; and immediately 
it sprang up because it had no depth of earth. But when the sun was up, it was 
scorched and because it had no root, it withered away. And some fell among thorns 
and the thorns grew up and choked it and it yielded no fruit. And other fell on good 
ground and did yield fruit that sprang up and increased and brought forth some 30 
and some 60 and some and 100.
And he said unto them, "He that has ears to hear, let him hear." And when he was 
alone, they that were about him were the 12 asked of him the parable and he said 
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unto them, "Unto you it is given to know the mystery of the kingdom of God. But 
unto them that are without, all these things are done in parables; that seeing they 
may not see, and not perceive and hearing they may hear and not understand, lest 
that anytime they should be converted and their sins should be forgiven then.'"

Basically  what  Jesus  said,  paraphrasing,  most  people  won't  understand  this.  A 
matter of fact, you say sometimes even told -- you don't all understand, and that’s 
why I have to explain it to you. He said, people will see but they won't see. They will 
hear yet they won't hear because when they do understand and when they do it, 
their  sins  will  be  forgiven.  Jesus  said  they're  going  to  change  once  they  can 
understand this but most people will see it and they won't even see it. They will 
hear it and they will not understand. So I'm going to try to open up some things so 
Jesus can bear some of your thorns but Jesus said most people won't understand 
this. They'll hear it but not understand. If they'll see it and they won't see it and he 
continues on in Verse 13 and he said unto them, "Know ye not this parable and how 
then will  you know all  parables?" The sower soweth the word and on down, he 
explains what each ones mean got to the thorns in Verse 18. And these are they 
which are sown among thorns such as hear the word and the cares of this world and 
the deceitfulness of riches and the lust of other things entering in choke the word 
and it becometh unfruitful.

Jesus says the thorns were the cares of this world, the deceitfulness of riches and 
the lust of other things. The cares of this world, the deceitfulness of riches and the 
lust  of  other  things  for  those  who  have  eyes  to  see  and ears  to  hear,  let  them 
understand what the thorns were that choke out the world, that block you from 
heaven, that keep you in pain and sorrow and turmoil. The cares of this world, the 
deceitfulness of riches and the lust of other things, the cares of this world. Jesus 
said in Matthew Chapter 6, Verse 25, he says, "Therefore, I say unto you, take no 
thought for your life what you will eat or what you shall drink, not yet for your 
body.  What  you  shall  put  on  is  not  the  life  more  than  meat  in  the  body than 
raiment? Behold the fowls of the air for they so not, not that they do they reap nor 
gather in the barns yet your heavenly Father feed of them, are ye not much better 
than they?" Which of you by taking thought can add one cubit unto his stature?

Now, it goes on and you heard this. Jesus closed the grass of the field, basically he 
said, "Don’t worry about this stuff." And this is where the verse comes from. "Seek 
ye first the kingdom of heaven and all these things shall be added unto you." What 
Jesus is talking about I s food and raiment. Often times when we say, "Seek ye first 
the kingdom of heaven and all these things", our things are a whole lot more than 
the things  Jesus  was talking about.  But basically  what Jesus says,  "Look,  stop 
worrying about stuff." Don’t you see that God take care of the birds? He takes care 
of the lilies of the field, what are you worried about? Stop worrying about - first of 
all people, the cares of this world. Number one, the vast majority of the stuff you 
worry about, you can't do anything about anyway. I mean I have so many people 

3



who  just  have  worried  about,  that’s  why  I  don’t  watch  the  news,  number  one 
because it give you too much to worry about. You can't do much about all this stuff 
going on in the world. I just have so many people. They're complaining about this, 
complaining about that, worried about this, worried about that and 99% of the stuff 
that they're talking about, they can't even do anything about anyway. Why worry?

There's one thing that being in the hands of God would do for you, it will keep you 
from worrying. The only thing I worry about is not doing what God tells me to do 
because if I don’t do what God tells me to do, then I have something to worry about. 
As long as I do what God tells me to do, I don’t have to worry. So the cares of this 
world, and people, if you get wrapped in the world, there is a lot for you to worry 
about, you can worry about somebody shooting when you walk out of the church. 
You can worry about whether someone has stolen your car, whether someone has 
broken into your house. You can worry about whether some disease is coming in 
your body. You can worry about whether you're going to loose your job and have a 
pay slip tomorrow morning. There is so much stuff you can worry about, but Jesus 
says, "The cares of this world, it's a thorn and it chokes out the word because you 
are worried about all of this stuff."

I  used  to  read Mad Magazine  when I  was  a  little  boy.  It  was  a  comic  kind  of 
magazine. The main character was a fellow named Alfred E. Newman and one of his 
favorite quotes, "What? Me worry?" He just didn’t worry about stuff. Don’t worry. Be 
happy is what Jesus is trying to tell you, all of this stuff that burns us down and 
worries us and has it so nervous. I got to catch a plane right after I leave. As a 
matter of fact, I'm not even going to stay until the end of service because I have a 
plane to catch. Do you know I'm in the phone worried about a plane? And they 
worry when they go on the plane and they worry when they buckle in. They worry 
when they take off. They worry while they're in the air. They worry when they land? 
Yes, I'm sitting up that as comfortable and comfy because if you know the truth, the 
truth will set you free. Statistically if you're going to worry about any thing, you are 
to worry about your rides in the airport, that's 24 times more dangerous than riding 
on the plane. And the problem is folk don’t worry about the real dangerous stuff. 
They don't worry about riding to the airport and if the law wasn't there, they won't 
even buckle their seatbelt.

I say, "This is the thing if we worry about stuff that in all truth and all honesty, we 
have no business worrying about." Most of the stuff that we truly worry about, we 
ought  not  to  be  worried  about  is  the  cares  of  this  world.  Then  he  says,  "The 
deceitfulness of riches." Now, the same chapter, the very verses immediately before, 
the verses that I just read to you says, "Lay not up for yourself,  treasures upon 
earth where  moth and rust  does corrupt,  and where thieves break through and 
steal. But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven where the moth nor rust does 
corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal for where your treasure 
is, there will you heart be also. "No man can serve two masters for either you will 
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hate the one and love the other or he will hold for the one and despise the other. 
You cannot serve God and man." It's the deceitfulness of riches.

So many of the people listening to me right now, you think to yourself, you know if I 
just had a lot more money, all my problems will be solved. No it wouldn’t. If that 
were the case, the people who had a lot of money wouldn’t have problems and the 
number of psychiatrist and psychologist per capita is highest in Beverly Hills than 
anywhere else in the world. The places where it has the greatest concentration of 
wealth has the highest concentration of people with psychological and mental and 
spiritual issues.

So if money would solve your problems, rich people wouldn’t have problem, it's just 
not  true.  You got  to  understand,  but  there  is  a  deceitfulness  of  riches  and  the 
deceitfulness of riches having us believe that if we can just get rich, we would be 
rich and it didn't work like that. I remember when we were in Africa last year and I 
was sitting in a restaurant in the Gambia at the hotel where we were and God just 
says, "Look at the faces of all the people." And I looked at the faces of the waiters of 
the service and then I looked at the faces of people being served. Now, we were in 
this real high class hotel, so anybody at that hotel weren't cheap and we were the 
only Americans there, everyone else, they were Europeans who were guests at the 
hotel. And I looked at all the waiters who would be what we call dirt poor and I 
watched them when they went behind the scenes where no one was looking at them. 
Every single one of them had a smile on their face. There was something about, you 
could just tell - they just worry about it. You can just tell they were carefree. They 
had this joy on the inside and then, I looked at all of the guests. All of the people 
who were paying several hundred dollars a night for this room, all of the people who 
could afford to fly over from whatever country they came from, I looked at every 
single guest. And every single guest had a frown on their face. Every single guest 
their brow was wrinkled, every single guest you could tell was burdened out with 
issues and problems. All of the folks sitting down had the big money. All of the folks 
standing up, well what we call broken poor, but yet all of the folks standing up were 
joyous and happy. And all of the folks sitting down had a frown on their face. It's 
the deceitfulness of riches.

Now people, I am not telling you that you don’t need money and I am not telling you 
that it is negative to have money. But what I am telling you is this, don’t be fooled 
by the fact that if you get money, that you think that you're going to be happy with 
it. If you're not happy now, you're not going to be happy with it and that’s just a rule 
I've seen in life. If you are not happy now, you are not going to be happy when you 
get what you think you ought to be, when you get where you're going. You're not 
going to be happy. So it's the deceitfulness of riches. So Jesus is trying to give you 
some keys about these thorns and the final thing he says was the lust of other 
things. Basically, what that mean is you're not satisfied what you got and you want 
something else. You want another house. You want another car. You want some 
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more  clothes.  You  want  another  job.  You  want  another  spouse  and  you  want 
another body. We're just not happy with what we got. We have a lust of other things 
and see as long as you have a lust of other things, the lust of other things never 
stop. You think if I get a bigger house, the problem is if you get a bigger house, 
you're going to be in a better neighborhood. If you're in another neighborhood with 
bigger house, everybody in that neighborhood are going to have a house just as big 
as you.

So now, after about six months, it's not the same, because now you're looking across 
the street and now somebody else got a house bigger than your house.  So now 
you're lusting because of the house across the street and it never ends. It's the lust 
of  other  things and this  can be thorns in our flesh and it  could cause us to  be 
unhappy and it causes us to be discontent. And it causes us not to want and to 
appreciate that which we have. Happiness consist not of having what you want, but 
in  a  wanting  what  you  have.  And Jesus  understood  these  fact  and  Jesus  said, 
"These thorns, these thorns, these cares of the world, the deceitfulness of riches and 
the lust of other things, they come up and they choke up the word of the joy of the 
Lord.  They choke up the spirit  of  Jesus, then all  of  this stuff  comes in and see 
people, most of us hears ourselves with our own thorns. See, you can even look at 
that thing in the physical.

Now, I don’t mean to pick on women with this, understand that I love you but - do 
you know women pierce themselves with, "Do you know what an earring is? It's a 
thorn. It's a prick and you drill a hole in your ear.

We were out in Oakland last week at a hair show in Oakland and they were telling 
me about a fellow who came to the show and he didn’t just have pierced ears, he's 
going to a whole new level. He had a hole in his ear that was literally the size of a 
quarter and what they had done to him, "How did you get that?" And they said, 
"What did you do?" You just start with a pierced ear and you put in a bigger ring, 
and a bigger ring and a bigger ring until he had it literally the size of a quarter. 
We're now putting thorns in our bodies all over. You see people got thorns or they 
pierce themselves, it's all in the eyebrow. It's not just in the ears, around the ear, 
it's through the lip. You know what I'm talking about - and in through the tongue. I 
mean we have pierced ourselves and I have just seen a folk, and the whole face is 
studded  up.  We  have  pierced  ourselves  to  know  and  this  is  where  lack  of 
understanding come in even though they are doing it in a physical sense, so many of 
us - with all of this cares and deceitfulness of riches and the lust of other things, we 
are piercing literally our spirits to where we're just like the folk with all of this stuff 
all over their face and they got stuff, they're even piercing private parts. I mean 
they  are.  They're  running  pins  through  their  stuff  and  it  just  cringes  me.  But 
people, often times this is what we do in the spiritual realm. We pierce ourselves 
and we put the thorns in our own body and in our own spirits.
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So people, we got to let some of this cares go that we're worrying about. Some of you 
all worried about another person and you can't do one dog gone thing to change 
them, so stop worrying about it.  Don’t worry, you can't do a thing, but the only 
person you can change is who? So you put all your energy, focusing on changing you 
and by the time you change you, you'll do either one or two things. You'll either 
change  the  other  person because you changed  or  you changed you and it  won't 
bother you, one of the two. So we worry about so many of the things that we cannot 
change, it's the cares of the world, the deceitfulness of riches and the lust of other 
things and we pierce ourselves with all of this stuff.

Today is my mother's birthday and it's the interesting thing about my mother. My 
mother is the only adult woman I know who has never pierced her ears.  Now, we 
talked about the fad where the young men wear their pants half way down their 
behind. And we said, "They don’t understand where that came from." It came from 
prison when men wanted to let other men they were available as a romantic partner 
so they will wear their pants halfway down. That’s where that fad came from. But 
do you know where the fad of piercing the ears came from? Read in Deuteronomy 
Chapter 17. It was the way you marked a slave. You pierce the earlobe with an -- 
and put a ring in it and it indicated for men and woman, it indicated that you were 
a slave. So if we knew where stuff originated from, but that's understanding and 
that’s the eyes open and the ears open to him.

My mother is the only adult woman I know who has never pierced and mother say it 
was something about it. She just knew she didn’t want to do it. Now, I don’t want to 
make anybody because I got some stuff I shouldn’t have done. Women have some 
stuff that perhaps if we knew the truth and that’s why I said it's understanding 
about stuff. It's the eyes to see and ears to hear and some of the things we have to 
come away  from the  things  of  the  world  and  you  have  to  walk  a  narrow path 
because the world will have you a slave to some stuff and it will even mark you as a 
slave. Wait I didn’t make this, I'm reading Deuteronomy, it's in it, that’s where it 
came from. So we mark ourselves sometimes as we are slaves to the world and we 
are slaves and we're bound. And Jesus says, "I came to set the captives free." But 
you cannot set the captives free if eyes and ears and spirits are closed. And to open 
them  is  not  easy  and  it's  not  pleasant,  but  sometimes  we  need  to  see  and 
understand some things. Jesus wants to bear your burdens and to set you free.

In Matthew 11:28, Jesus says, "Come on to me all ye that labor under heavy laden 
and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn of me for I am meek and 
lowly in heart and you shall find rest until your souls for my yoke is easy and my 
burden is light." But Jesus is not burdened down and doesn’t want you burdened 
down with the cares of this world. He doesn’t want you worried around with all this 
focus on money and he doesn’t want you burdened down with focusing on stuff that 
you don’t have and lusting for it. And do you know if we can get those three things 
out of our spirit, do you know how many thorns will start popping out of our bodies 
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and our flesh would start rejecting the minute we can get those things out of our 
spirit and move into a higher spirit of God and it's not easy because that’s where the 
vast majority of the world is. Jesus wants you thorn free. He's borne it for you in a 
crown of thorns. He has shown you the way but you have to open your eyes and 
open your ears where most will not see and most will not hear. It's not easy but it's 
not  easy  being  thorn-free.  It's  not  easy  being  prick-free.  It's  not  easy  walking 
through this world in joy and peace, but Jesus is showing us how to do it. The cares 
of the world, turn to the person and just them him, "Stop worrying." Stop worrying. 
Stop worrying. Stop worrying. Stop worrying. Stop worrying.

Turn to that person and say "Money is not going to save you." Money is not going to 
save you, it's just not. Money is not your saviour. It's not your salvation. Money is 
not going to save you. The third thing to tell them, the stuff you have is enough. So 
stop lusting after the other stuff after which someone else has what you don’t have, 
the  stuff  you  have  is  enough  and  we  can  get  these  three  principles  in  us  to 
understand it what Jesus has let us and has told us and has shown us in parable 
form, yet is real. People, sometimes we may have to take the prick out of my ear. 
You know it's right in the smack in the ear which represents what you hear and 
sometimes it means you're a slave because what you hear is only slave stuff. And 
sometimes you got to take the pin out so you can even hear and accept the truth. It's 
blocking up your ears and that -- they got studs in the eyelids. They have literally 
pierced  their  eyelids,  so  we're  getting  almost  deeper  and  deeper  into  becoming 
greater and greater slave to the things of this world and we're not being free in the 
things of the spirit of God. Jesus wants you free people. Jesus wants you free.

I thank you for joining us today at brothers of the word. If you like to go and listen 
to the entire series of Thorns, simply go to BrothersofTheWord.com and you can 
hear it  absolutely free.  Thank you for joining us today at Brothers of  the Word 
because brother you need the word.

(Applause)

Amen. Amen. Amen. Amen.

We got just a few more minutes and God said simply just to let some things flow. 
How much pain do we go through for things of the world? And how little pain are 
willing to go through for the things of God? You know for just even in our physical 
flesh, I sometimes -- that you know fraternities, I don’t think I ever would have 
joined  a  fraternity  even  if  they  had  met  to  school.  I'm  not  speaking  against 
fraternities but I would have given -- because I wouldn’t have gone through all the 
hazing  pain just  for  the  --  I  see  folks  who  literally  have --  they call  it  keloids. 
They've taken a hot branding iron and branded it on their skin. That’s the way they 
used to brand slaves. So much of the stuff we do is slave stuff and because we don’t 
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have eyes and we don’t have ears, we don’t even understand it. How many of us 
want to be free? I mean how many of us want to be free?

I want each of us to -- those three areas, worry, stress, it not only binds you up with 
thorns, it literally will kill you. Doctors will tell you that 95% of all diseases are 
rooted in psychological stress. So it doesn’t just keep you from being happy, it will 
kill you. It causes all kind of mess in your body. Every disease is aggravated and 
increased by stress, by worrying about stuff. Then, most of the time there's nothing 
we can do anything about it. The cares, deceitfulness of riches, lusting about other 
things. All of us have issues in all three of those areas, all of us do. I don’t really 
know of  anyone  who  don’t  worry.  I  don’t  know anyone  who  ain't  excited  about 
money and I don’t know anybody who didn’t want something else, I just don’t.

All  of  us  struggle  of  all  three  of  those areas and as  God put the thorns in the 
ground, we were made from the ground. So it's kind of inherent in our very DNA 
and nature because we were made from the ground of which the thorns comes. So 
it's natural, a child without ever being taught. Worry, we want stuff and we want 
stuff we didn’t have, it's natural. And I want us today for those who really want to 
be free of the thorns that prick and bother you. Those three areas -- I'm not going to 
bring you up for any kind of anointing, but those three areas -- this is what I want 
you to do. I want you to take out a pen and paper. I want you to write on that pen 
and paper. Now, this is only for those who want to be free of the thorns. See some 
folk want to be all studded up. Yeah, you know some people do. That's just the 
reality of it. Some people want to be all studded up. So if you want to be all studded 
up, this is not for you. Some people want the thorns of life and of spirit to prick 
them, to stick them, and be with them even more.

So this is only for those who want to be free. Take out a pen and paper. The cares of 
this world. I want you to write down the number one thing you all worried about. 
The number one thing you are worried about, write it down. The number one thing 
that has you worry. First write it down and I want you to ask yourself this question, 
"Will worrying about the thing help the thing?" If worrying about it will help the 
thing, then ignore everything I'm saying from here on now. If worrying about the 
thing will help the thing, just ignore whatever I'm saying from this point on. But if 
worrying about it won't help it, you may not know how you're going to pay your own 
rent tomorrow.

Now, I'm not telling you not to work to pay your rent but worrying is not going to 
put a single dime in your bank account. As a matter of fact, it would detract from it 
because it's going to put wrinkles on your face. It will make you ugly and it will 
make you harder for you to get a job. That’s the reality of it. Nobody wants to hire 
anybody just look like they're full of worry, no. I can tell you that. You just don’t. If I 
interview somebody, they come in, looking all sour, I don’t want him in my business. 
So it hinders you. So if it's not going to help you, write down the number one thing 
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you're worried about and ask yourself the question, "Will worrying about it help this 
thing or not."

Second thing is the deceitfulness of riches. One of the thing that God has me to do is 
to help someone everyday, in one form or another but I give them something or help 
them. It's part of 42 when people are on 42, it helps to move you away from focusing 
so much on you and what you can accumulate. So everyday, I have to find someone 
in some form of fashion to help. It's the deceitfulness of riches and the deceitfulness 
of riches is tied and super close with the greed factor because it's us trying to get 
more and more and more. Usually, we're not trying to get more and more so we can 
help people more and more. We're trying to get more and more for ourselves. So for 
that  second  one,  I  want  you  to  look  around  the  church,  pick  someone  out  and 
determine to give them something.

Now, I don’t know what that something is and some of you say, "Well Pastor, I don’t 
have much." I didn’t ask you how much you have. I said to give them something. 
You got an --, don’t you? Well, what good is giving somebody - when I was in the 
Amazon and I was walking back to the jungle and this little native place that folks 
who didn’t have hardly anything, women walking around - didn’t have top, they're 
just  walking around stuff  with --  it  was real  primitive  like you see in National 
Geographic and the kids coming out. Some are naked.

They were so fascinated over. To them, it was more exciting than a PlayStation or 
Xbox. So see how valuable it is, depends upon your frame and your reference of 
mind. So second thing that I want you to do, is just to give someone something. If 
it's  a  penny or a  dollar,  or  $10.  If  it's  money,  if  it's  an item,  if  you don’t  have 
anything material, find someone and just compliment. Give them something. Take 
the focus off of getting and put the focus on giving. You see all of Jesus' stuff is 
practical stuff. So it's one thing to preach it, it's another whole level to live it. So I'm 
taking you through some processes now that will begin you on the process. See if 
you take the biggest worry that you have, the biggest thing and if you realize that 
worrying is not going to help, the biggest thing you will realize, there's not at all 
help the second biggest thing nor would it help the third biggest thing. And by the 
time you get through your whole list, you realize that worrying is not going to help 
anything on your list.

Now,  this  does  not  mean  that  you  don’t  have  practically  do  things  to  help  the 
situation. For example, let's just say my room is junkie, there's no need of me even 
sitting here worrying about my room is junkie. But what I do need to do is clean it 
up, no need of me worrying about it, but you do need it cleaned it up. So there is a 
difference between non-worry and non-action and I don’t want you to confuse non-
worry with non-action. I'm just not - no worry about if my room is junkie but I'm 
going to clean it up. Two different things. So not worrying has nothing to do with it. 
Well, I can't pay my rent and I don’t worry about it. No, all you need to go out and 
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look for  a  job  or  something or cutting  down some expenses.  You do  need to do 
something about it just don’t worry about it.

And the third factor, the lust of other things. All of us have things that we really, 
really want, not need, want and it's the lust of other things that often will keep us 
in a dissatisfaction. And see people, that’s the spirit. It's not really the thing, it's the 
spirit and you got to understand it's the spirit. I'm in business, I'm in marketing, I 
study a lot of marketing. That's the spirit the world wants to breed in you because if 
you're satisfied, you won't buy anything. Do you understand that? So the world has 
to  pierce  your  ear  to  make  you  a  slave.  The  world  has  to  breed  into  you 
dissatisfaction. Why do you all go out and buy new car if you're satisfied with the 
one you got? Why are you going buy new clothes if you're satisfied with what you 
got? The world, marketing's purpose is to make you dissatisfied with what you have. 
It's the way of the world in business. So you've got to rise above that to understand 
some things.

So I want you to write down three things that you want. Three things that you 
want, big or small. Three things that you want. And this is what I want you to do 
about those three things. I want you to say to yourself, for three years, I'm not going 
to worry about trying to even think about getting these three things. "Well Pastor I 
want that." That’s the problem you see? "Pastor, I want that." I know you want it. 
That’s why you're dissatisfied with some stuff and that’s why you have to overcome 
the spirit of the thing because even when you get that, it will be three more things 
that you want and the cycle will never break until you break the spirit of it.

So, the number one thing that you worry about, write it on your list. Give someone 
something within this congregation. For those of you who are listening or watching 
electronically,  do it within your house or within your business or make up your 
mind to give someone something as quick as you can. Then write down three things 
that you want and you say to yourself, for the next three years, I'm not going to 
pursue these three things.  Three material  things,  I'm not saying that somebody 
may want a higher education to agree and you're working on that. I'm not talking 
about that level. You all know the kind of stuff I'm talking about. The stuff that 
keeps us dissatisfied and always in a turmoil with the deceitfulness that chokes out 
the word. And as we do this three things to help us with these three areas, when 
you can conquer the big stuff, the little stuff will be a whole lot easier and you start 
feeling the thorns pop out and you'll seize to be a slave to the marketers because all 
the  marketers  want  is  your  money  and  they  don’t  care  if  they'd  leave  you  in 
bondage.  They want  you always  unsatisfied.  That’s  why you need to  get  a  new 
phone. It's not the phone you got that talked perfectly, that's not the problem and 
I'm a victim of this myself.

Let me tell you people - if you list down most of the stuff you want, 20 years ago, it 
didn’t even exist. There was no such thing as a flat screen TV. Then you understand 

11



there was no such thing as cell phones. There were no computers. There were no 
pads. There were no video games. Most of the stuff is on our greatest desire and it 
didn’t even exist. Marketers had to create the desire in us and they have to keep 
coming out with new stuff and it keeps us unsatisfied with what we have. I want to 
help pull some of the thorns out and Jesus gave us the key but you got to have eyes 
to see and ears to hear. That is the challenge. He gave us the key but eyes to see 
and ears to hear. The number one thing you worry about, give someone something 
within this sanctuary before you leave and write down three things that you want 
and say, "I'm going to postpone those for at least three years." And you're going to 
walk out of here freer. You walk out of here with less thorns, less discontentment.

Now, some of you all who are married and have baby you know that thing I was 
going to get you, I heard what Pastor said, I'm going to cross that.

(Laughter)

I don’t care how you do it, you understand the principle. But this principle seriously 
goes against the world because the world wants you to just consume and consume 
and consume and consume and to make you do that much consuming, the world 
must make you greedy. God is trying to reverse it and take you into a spiritual 
realm. Eyes to see, ears to hear. Bow your heads.

Dear Heavenly Father, first of all I thank you for sending your son. I thank you for 
what he did for us. He bore our infirmities, our inequities. He took away the curse of 
the Lord. But yet, father, so many of these things we have pulled back into our lives 
and we refuse to give them over to your son. Help us to use the words spoken in 
your word, to pull them out of our flesh and out of our spirit and out our lives and 
help us to be free, for you sent your son to set the captives fee. But oh Lord, we put 
the pins back and we put the chains and the shackles back on and Lord, we enslave 
ourselves all over again. Help us to open our eyes and open our ears and to see that 
which is real versus that which is illusion. Help us not to be deceived by all of these 
material things of the world and to understand your truth.

Father, upon this day, help those who truly desire it, to make a new leaf and a new 
direction. And Father, as the thorns are pulled out, let the Balm of Gilead come and 
heal the puncture wounds in thy son Jesus' name, we pray. Amen.
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