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Welcome to Brothers of the Word because, brother, you need the Word.  And today 
I’ll begin a series called, “The Nine Parts of Covenant”. The series really deals with 
God and his relationship with us – and to help you understand what covenant really 
is.

As I was preparing to begin with, “The Nine Parts of Covenant”, and to deal with 
the part of how God has covenanted with us and what it means in the history and 
what it means today. God spoke and he said, “The first message, instead of you 
talking with them about my covenant with them, I  want you to talk with them 
about their covenant with each other.

You know, Jesus says, “How can you love God whom you have not seen, and you can 
love your brother who you have seen?” How are you going to be in covenant with 
God whom you have not seen and you won’t keep covenant with your brother whom 
you have seen. So God says – First, before you get off into the covenant that my 
people have with me, first deal with the covenant that they have with each other. A 
covenant in its simplest form is an agreement between two or more people to do or 
not to do something. That’s basically what it is on a nutshell. It’s an agreement 
between  you  and  someone  else  to  either  to  do  something  or  either  to  not  do 
something, that’s all covenant is in a nutshell.

In the Book of Psalms in the 15th chapter, the first to the fifth verse, this is the NIV 
version. The Bible says - Lord, who may dwell in your sanctuary, who can live in 
this house and in his presence. Who may live on your holy hill? He who whose walk 
is blameless and who does what is righteous, who speaks the truth from his heart 
and has no slander on his tongue, basically telling the truth and he’s not gossiping 
and talking about folks. Who does his neighbor no wrong and cast no slur on his 
fellowmen.  Same thing,  he’s  not  slandering,  talking about folks,  gossiping.  Who 
despises a vile man but honors those who fear the Lord. This is the part, who keeps 
his oath even when it hurts - ‘who keeps his oath even when it hurts’. This is a 
Brother Point – It  doesn’t  take much to keep a promise that you want to keep. 
Integrity comes when you don’t want to do it.

It doesn’t take much to keep a promise that you want to do. Integrity and strength 
of character comes when you have to keep a promise when you don’t want to do it. 
It’s essentially the same principle as submission. It doesn’t take anything to submit 
to something you want to do. True submission is only shown when it’s something 
that  you  don’t  want  to  do.  That’s  when  you’re  truly  submitted,  you  are  not 
submitting when you're  doing something,  you are going that  way anyway.  True 
submission is when you do something with a smile and with a joyous heart and you 
don’t want to do it. Keeping your promise - the true integrity comes into being when 
it hurts, when it’s something that you don’t want to do and sometimes we have a 
problem with keeping our word.
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A wealthy businessman, he was dying in a hospital and this pastor came to see him 
and he was up and he was just in real bad shape and the doctors haven’t given him 
long time to live. And he looked up at his pastor - He said, “Pastor, if God will raise 
me up from this bed, I will donate a million dollars to the church”. And the pastor 
prayed.  Oh,  the  pastor  prayed,  he  prayed  on  that  man.  A  few  days  later  a 
miraculous healing occurred in that man’s body and he walked out of the hospital. 
It  was  a  few  months  later  and  the  pastor  hadn’t  seen  him  and  he  saw  him 
downtown and he said, “Hey, you remember when you were laying up, nearly dead 
in the hospital and you promised to give the church a million dollars if you got well”. 
He said, “Well, we haven’t gotten it yet”. And the businessman looked at him and he 
said, “Did I really say that?” he said, I guess that just goes to show you how sick I 
really was.

We have a difficulty sometimes keeping our word. And God says, before you get into 
the covenant between me and my people talk to them about keeping their word 
among themselves. Thousands of people were interviewed for the book, “The Day 
America Told the Truth”. And this is what the survey found, 91% said that they lie 
on a regular basis, 86% said they lie to their parents regularly, 75% said they lied to 
their friends, 69% said they lie to their spouses, 50% said they regularly called in to 
work sick when they really weren’t sick.

What is your word worth? Turn to the person next to you and just ask them this 
Brother Point – What is your word worth? Do you know some people – their word is 
literally gold? If they tell  you they are going to do something, you don’t have to 
worry about it, you don’t have to ask about it. If they say it, their word is their bond. 
You don’t even have to shake on it, you don’t have to have a contract. Their word is 
their bond. But people – What is your word worth, when you really tell some?

The Bible really tells you don’t even do any swearing. The Bible says, let your yea 
be yea and let your nay be nay. Meaning,  if  you don’t  something – look man, I 
swear… you don’t have to do all that. You either go and do it or you’ll not. True 
integrity really does not require a contract, you only need a contract so that there is 
a mutual understanding.

My son came in to the room this morning and he said, “Daddy, you told me, when 
I’ll turn nine I was going to get a cellphone” he said, “I’m ten, and I don’t have a 
cellphone”. I said, “Well, one of the requirements is you’ve got to maintain all A’s”, 
and he said, “But you didn’t say that”. And actually that’s why you have a contract 
so that there is a mutual understanding. Actually, at the end of his ninth year, I did 
give him a cellphone and I  said,  “Son,  here’s  your cellphone”  and he said,  “But 
there’s  no SIM card in it”.  He could only use it  with WiFi so he wanted a real 
cellphone that he could make a real phone call so we talked about it and we got 
another understanding. But you have to, even your children, have to be able to trust 
your word.
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What is your word worth? The famous writer, C.S. Lewis who wrote really the script 
for the popular movie, “The Chronicles of Narnia”, he was great Christian writer. In 
his biography, he talks about – when he was in World War I, and there was a buddy 
in World War I who had a wife and child. And he was always concerned about his 
wife and child and C.S. Lewis promised him that if he got killed in the war that he 
would take care of  his wife and child and a few months later,  sure enough,  his 
friend was killed in the war. And true to his word, C.S. Lewis took care of and paid 
the expenses for his family. But the problem was, that no matter how helpful he 
tried to be the wife was ungrateful, rude, arrogant and domineering, but through it 
all, Lewis kept forgiving her. He refused to let her actions become an excuse for him 
to renege on his word.

See, sometimes people, when you’ve given your word, there will come circumstances 
and the circumstances will  test your integrity.  And there will  sometimes, comes 
periods  where  to  be  honest  about  it,  the  circumstances  may make it  extremely 
difficult and sometimes even impossible to keep your word. So what do you do in a 
circumstance when you do have to break your word? Because sometimes it  just 
happens. Bottom line, I had a situation yesterday. I was at home, I was dressed in 
some workout pants, I had on a T-shirt. I was getting ready to go to the workout 
class in a little while and I got a text, and the text said, “If you’re travelling on 285, 
you might want to take another route because 285 is jammed up”. 

The text was from the person who had guide me to speak at an event, and the event 
I thought was the next day, and I texted him back and I said, “Is the event today or 
tomorrow” and they texted back “Today”. I was supposed to speak at 5:00, it was 
4:30 and the event was way across town on the other side of town. So I hopped in 
my car and headed out and I called, I said, “Look, I am dressed in warm-up pants 
and a T-shirt”. They said, “But Pastor Bronner, you have to have on a suit, you’re 
the keynote speaker, you have to have on a suit”. I said, “Look, I am dressed in some 
warm-up pants and a T-shirt, if I take time to shower and put on a suit, I will not 
make it on time but I’ve given my word that I'm going to be there. I didn’t say I was 
going to be there on a suit. So, I'm going to be there and I showed up and I actually 
used that as a part of my message. I said, “Look, first of all, you all didn’t invite me 
here to speak because of my clothes, you invited me here to speak because of what’s 
inside of my head and my heart”.

So first thing, you always need to do in life, get your priorities straight. So had to 
use what I had to use but the point is, it would have been so easy to say, “I was 
supposed to speak at 5:00, it’s 4:30, I can’t make that, just tell them I am going to be 
there.” People, if you’ve given your word, you need to do your best to keep it, but 
sometimes you just can’t keep it. And this is a rule that I always use if there is a 
situation because there could have been a situation where I could have forgotten 
about – I was supposed to be there and that happens a lot of times.
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I had one situation where they called me in and told me,  I'm supposed to be a 
breakfast-speaker and I looked at it and I was supposed to be going on right then 
and I was laying in the bed with my wife. I wasn’t about to make that, there is just 
no way. So all I could do, there are sometimes when you just cannot keep your word 
due to one reason or another. You just can’t do it. So when that happens and it will 
happen to you sooner or later with something, this is the rule that I use whenever I 
cannot  keep  my  word  as  I  would  like  to.  And  I  simply  used  the  second 
commandment,  it’s  only  second  to  the  greatest  which  is,  “You  shall  love  thy 
neighbor as thy self.” And I always ask myself this simple question, “If it were me 
who I had broken the word of the promise I had to make changes to, if it were me on 
the other end, what would I want done if it were me?

And  if  you  ask  that  simple  question,  it  will  at  least  keep  you  in  an  arena  of 
integrity, because sometimes you’re going to have some issues and you’re not going 
to be able to keep your word as you would like to do.  And when that happens, 
remember, if it were me, what would I want done?

Some of you are going to borrow some money, and to be honest about it, you have 
not paid it back. Now, if it were you, and you had loaned the money, what would 
you want done? You want it paid back. I know you may not have paid it back when 
you said you were going to pay it back, but if you borrowed it, put yourself in the 
other person’s position and pay it back. Often times we can keep from breaking our 
word by just telling the truth upfront. Some of you, know you're lying when you say 
it. You know you’re lying.  Hey man, can I borrow $5.00, you know you’re going to 
pay it back. So just ask him, he look man, can you give me $5.00. Look, you know 
you’re not going to pay it back, they know you’re not going to pay it back. So just be 
upfront about it. Look man, can you just give me $5.00, just be upfront about it.

Hey man, can I talk to you for five minutes and you know it’s going to take more 
than five minutes, you know it’s going to take more than five minutes. So if you 
know that, be upfront. Look man, I’ve got to talk to you about something, it’s kind of 
deep man, it may take a minute. You don’t understand, so at least be upfront about 
it so that you don’t break the word because once you break your word, you have lost 
trust. Once you don’t pay the first amount back, they won’t ever trust you again to 
pay a second, third, fourth or fifth amount back because they know if you lied once 
you're going to lie again.

Now, you may have changed, but if you have changed, go pay the money back. You 
may have changed, but if you have changed then go and correct that which you 
promised to do. I told you the story before when I bought my town home and the 
developer told me, he said don’t rent the three kinds of folks – don’t rent to friends, 
don’t rent to artists and don’t rent to preachers and I got upset with him because he 
said a preacher. I wasn’t a preacher then so I didn’t understand and what he was 
saying was, these types of people will not keep covenant. They will not keep their 
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word, they will tell you what they are going to do but they won’t do it. They will give 
you a big elegant, exquisite worthy reason. Oh they can pontificate it and they can 
explain it and they can elaborate upon it. Oh and they can expound upon it and 
they can really break down to the minute molecular detail why you’re not going to 
get your money. But the bottom line is, you will never trust them now their word 
because they have lied to you.

So people – What is your word worth? And you need to be a type of person because 
you don’t just represent you but when you claim to be a Christian – and that’s why 
when  the  man told  me,  “Don’t  rent  the  preachers”,  whatever  preachers  he  had 
dealings with, had slandered the entire reputation of the body of Christ. So when 
you claim to be a Christian, you don’t  just represent you,  you represent Christ. 
That’s why Gandhi said, “If the world knew the Christ of Christians they would 
accept him, but because they know the Christians of Christ, they reject him”. If our 
word  cannot  be  trusted,  how can they  believe  the  word  of  God,  and  they  can’t 
believe your word and you're supposed to be a child of God.

So God told me, “First, talk with them about their word to each other”. You know, 
even Dr. Seuss, the kid-book writer. There’s a story that Dr. Seuss wrote called, 
“Horton Hatches an Egg” and Horton Hatches and Egg is the story of an elephant 
named Horton and he promises to sit on an egg and hatch it for its mother which 
was Lazy Miss Mazie. And as the days and weeks go by, Horton just keeps sitting 
on the egg. All of his friends turned to him and said, “Man, forget that promise, get 
off that egg. Come on play with us”. And this is what Horton said, “I meant what I 
said, I said what I meant, an elephant is faithful 100%.”

Suppose the body of Christ was like Horton – I meant what I said, I said what I 
meant and I'm going to be faithful 100%. Are you all ready to repeat that with me? I 
meant what I  said, I  said what I meant and I am going to be faithful 100%. If 
Christians could live by that creed – Oh what would we be? What is your word 
worth?

Before we keep covenant with God, whom we cannot see, we need to keep covenant 
with  our  brother  whom  we  can  see.  Ross  Perot,  the  businessman  who  ran  for 
president about 20 years ago. I’ve read all of his books and one thing that he had in 
his book was this – Whenever he hired a man, he said, he never hired men who 
were not faithful to their wives in any position of responsibility. And this is what 
Perot said, “If his wife cannot trust him neither can I”. And you know, that’s kind of 
deep, but it’s true. He said – If his wife cannot trust him, neither can I.

And do you know in almost every part of business that we’ve been involved in, we 
have found Perot’s wisdom to run through and to run through. When the man’s wife 
can’t trust him, we can’t trust him. Maybe he’s slick, he’ll tell you all kinds of stuff, 
or won’t keep his word – and all kinds of stuff – What is your word worth?
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In the beginning was the word and often times in the beginning of our world, in the 
beginning of our situations and our circumstances, is our word. People, we need to 
be people of our word. I meant what I said, I said what I meant and I am going to be 
faithful 100%.

I  thank  you  for  joining  us  today  at  Brothers  of  the  Word.  You  can  go  to 
www.BrothersOfTheWord.com and listen to the entire series of The Nine Parts of 
Covenant. But from this day forward, if you are a follower of God, keep your word. 
Do your word, make it right and do what you say, mean what you say and do it.

Thank you for joining us today at Brothers of the Word because brother, you need 
the Word! Amen.
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