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Welcome to Brothers Of The Word because Brother you need the word! 
And today is part 3 of the series called The Nine Parts Of Covenant. Part 1 was 
simply entitled Keep Your Word. And it talked about the first covenant that you 
make is just the covenant between you and your fellow man or your fellow woman. 
Your word and to keep your word. Part 2 was simply called God’s Private Covenant. 
And this was a message to men dealing with the origin and the true meaning of the 
Abrahamic Covenant. And this is a message that every man ought to hear, it will 
change the way you view your body for the rest of your life. It’s sermon number 
5572. And if you are a man you need to hear 5572. Men I just want you to turn and 
look at another man and say 5572 is for you. So if you are a man, you need to go to 
brothersoftheword.com and you need to listen to 5572. 
 
The term covenant…it meant a binding together by the shedding of blood. The 
words covenant and testament actually mean the same thing. Covenant refers to 
the old shedding of blood, or the old cutting of a covenant. And testament refers to 
the new shedding of blood, or the cutting of a new covenant. And we are going to be 
studying today from the book of 1st Samuel. Beginning at the 18th chapter. 1st 
Samuel beginning at the 18th chapter. And it reads: and it came to pass when he 
had made an end of speaking unto Saul that the soul of Jonathan was knit with the 
soul of David, and Jonathan loved him as his own soul. Then Jonathan and David 
made a covenant because he loved him as his own soul. And Jonathan stripped 
himself of the robe that was upon him, and gave it to David and his garments.  
 
The first part of the true biblical nine parts of the covenant. The first part of cutting 
a biblical covenant is the covenant of the exchanging of coats or outer garments. 
And I want to subtitle this part 3 of the nine parts of covenant, simply Coat Check. 
Coat Check. You see in the Old Testament and even now, your clothing would often 
signify who you were and what you did. Men were identified by the coat or the robe 
that they wore. We have a judge who is a member here at the church. And before 
they will go out into the courtroom will put on a robe. And the judge’s robe 
differentiates them from everyone else in the courtroom. They don’t have to know 
what your face looks like, what your hair looks like, what your shoes look like. But 
they know by the robe that here comes the judge. So just the outer garment will 
often differentiate who you are and what you do. 
 
I live across the street from a man who was a former four star Army General.  
You can’t tell that he is a General, or was a General by looking at him working in 
the dirt in his garden. You can’t tell when he drives up to his driveway looking at 
his car and when he steps out to check his mail. You can’t tell that he was a four 
star General. You can only tell that he was a four star General when he wore his 
uniform. And there on the uniform stood those four stars, and anyone in any branch 
of the service. Not because of his name, not because of his face, not because of his 
skin color, not because of the cut of his hair, but because of the garments that he 
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wore; anyone in the service who is less than a four star General would immediately 
have to snap to attention just because of the clothing.  
 
So clothing, both in the old and even in the now determined often who you were and 
what you were just by what you wore. We have a police officer who guards over 
those of you who attend the church…he watches over your cars. And watches over 
you and he wears a uniform. And though you may not know his name. Though you 
may not know his educational background. What you do know is that he wears the 
uniform and by the uniform alone, if he tells you to stop by holding up his hand. 
You may be in a car with a 12 cylinder 455 horse power super cubic inch motor, you 
may have all the horse power in the world, and it could yet be a little 110 pound 
woman. But because of the uniform, because of the clothing, that 110 pound woman 
with the badge and the uniform could hold up her hand and your big ole 12 cylinder 
455 horse power motor will have to stop. At the sign of the hand. It’s not the 
strength of the hand, it’s not the strength of the…it’s the uniform.  
 
It’s the uniform that says who and what they are. The mail delivery person who 
wears a postal uniform, or UPS or FedEx. You know who they are by the uniform. 
The doctor or nurse who comes to check you out, you know who they are by the 
uniform. The chef, you know who they are by the uniform. The clothing will often 
differentiate and tell you who and what they are. Then Jonathan and David made a 
covenant because he loved him as his own soul. And Jonathan stripped himself of 
the robe that was upon and gave it to David. The first part in the Old Testament 
covenant, men would exchange their robes. And in the exchange of robes, it was 
significant in saying: I take off who I am and I am going to be in covenant with you, 
and we shall be like brothers…and everything that I am…you are. 
 
That’s a heavy duty covenant. You have to be careful of who you go in covenant 
with. Because in the old, the true covenant was more than just an agreement. They 
took of their identity and put it on another. And said everything I am, you are. And 
they took their robe and put it on them, and they said everything you are, I am. And 
do you know people that before you went into a covenant relationship; you had to 
know who you were getting in covenant with? You had to know the character, you 
had to know the history, you had to know the background. Because in the old days 
they did not take…like we take it now, they did not take covenant lightly. That’s 
why it was called cutting a covenant, because when you cut a covenant something 
hurts. Something bled, something went deep, it was not shallow, it was not 
frivolous. It was serious. And when you cut a covenant with someone, when you 
exchange literally identities. You had to be sure, because in the Hebrew, a person’s 
robe represented a person.  
 
Joseph, who you know as a young boy who had the coat of many colors. It wasn’t 
just a pretty coat. In Genesis 37:3, the bible says now Israel, who was his father, 
loved Joseph more than all his children. Because he was the son of his old age, also 
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he made him a tunic of many colors. It was a symbol of Israel’s intention to bestow 
the inheritance on Joseph. So Joseph wore the coat of many colors, and his brothers 
understood that because of the way his father had clothed him, he was special. The 
clothing spoke volumes. And that’s why when they threw him in the pit, and they 
smeared blood on it, and they brought it back and said a wild animal has devoured 
him. The father thought that Joseph was dead because he saw the covering, and 
knew his son would never go anywhere, he would never part from the special coat 
that he had been given.  
 
When Elijah transferred the mantle to Elisha. I want to read that, it’s in 1st Kings 
chapter 19 beginning at the 19th verse. And this is when Elijah first met Elisha. 
Now Elijah and Elisha were perhaps the greatest of really of the prophets of the Old 
Testament. They raised up dead bones. That’s some power. I mean we can’t even 
raise up folks that’s just freshly dead with the meat on them. [laughter] You 
understand what I mean. The body is still warm. We can’t even raise up folks today 
with the meat still on them, and the body is still warm. And this man he raised up 
dry bones. It was a level of power that is unimaginable in today’s religious circles.  
 
1st Kings 19:19 from the message bible. Elijah went straight out and find Elisha, 
son of Shaphat in a field where there were 12 pairs of yoked oxen at work plowing. 
Elisha was in charge of the 12th pair. Elijah went up to him and threw his cloak on 
him. Elisha deserted the oxen, ran after Elijah and said please let me kiss my 
father and mother goodbye. Then I will follow you. Go ahead, said Elijah, but mind 
you don’t forget what I’ve just done for you. So Elisha left, he took his yoke of oxen 
and butchered them. He made a fire with the plow and tackle. And then boiled the 
meat, a true farewell meal for the family. Then he left and followed Elijah, 
becoming his right hand man. 
 
Here the great prophet is walking by. He sees this young boy in the field, takes off 
his cloak. Throws it on him and the boy knew what it meant. The boy said, oh my 
goodness you put your coat on me. Whoa! Whoa! Let me go kiss my mother and 
father goodbye. See people, sometimes when the mantle of God falls on you, it’s 
some things you need to kiss goodbye. He said let me go and kiss my mother and 
father goodbye. Then he butchered the oxen and made a fire out of the plow. He 
killed the oxen and then took the plow, chopped it up and put it on the…and made a 
fire. He made it where he couldn’t go back. Sometimes some of us like to keep a 
little stuff of the past in reserve. You know what I am talking about? You have a 
black book and you haven’t erased all of the numbers just in case. [laughter] Y’all 
understand what I am talking about?  
 
But here when the true cloak was on the person who understood its meaning. He 
said look let me kiss everything in my past goodbye. Cause I’m getting ready to go 
to power. And people you cannot go to destiny and to power hanging on to some 
stuff that you not supposed to hang onto. He had to kiss some folk goodbye and kill 
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the bull. And some of us want to take some folk and the bull with us. And you have 
got to sometimes kiss the folk goodbye and kill the bull if you are ever going to get 
to the level of power, to the level of destiny where God has ordained you. Now here 
Elisha goes with him and Elijah says don’t forget what I have done for you. When 
you go to 2nd Kings second chapter, and this was when Elijah was about to go up to 
God, and he was about to leave.  
 
And this is the story when the Lord was about to take Elijah up to heaven in a 
whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on their way from Gilgal. Elijah said to Elisha: 
stay here the Lord has sent me to Bethel. But Elisha said as surely as the Lord 
lives, and as you live I will not leave you. That man was stuck, you understand 
what I mean? When he recognized the true thing of God, he said look as long as you 
living and as long as I’m living, I ain’t leaving you. I’m stuck. Whew if we were like 
that, whew my goodness! C. Elijah gave in his message last Thursday. He said a 
bulldog’s nose is pointing backward so he can breathe when he’s hanging on. That’s 
why sometimes you can’t get a bulldog off of you. Some of y’all need to be like a 
bulldog when God has sent you some stuff. Turn to your neighbor and tell them: be 
like a bulldog with God’s stuff! 
 
He said I’m not leaving you. I’m not leaving you. So they went down to Bethel. The 
company of the prophets at Bethel came out to Elisha, and asked: Do you know that 
the Lord is going to take your master from you today? Yes, I know Elisha replied, 
but do not speak of it. Then Elijah said to him, stay here Elisha, the Lord has sent 
me to Jericho. And he replied, as surely as the Lord lives, and as you live, I will not 
leave you. So they went to Jericho. And he went on and on. And finally Elijah says 
when they had crossed. Elijah said to Elisha: tell me what can I do for you before I 
am taken from you? And this man has stuck with him like a bulldog. Finally, the 
old prophet turns to him and asks: What can I do for you? 
 
Just as God asked Solomon: What is your desire? After he had made a thousand 
sacrifices. After Elisha had walked away from his family. After he had killed the 
bull. After he had stuck with God’s man all this time. He says now: What can I do 
for you? And people that’s another whole sermon when God asks you that question, 
because most of us will get the answer wrong. What can I do for you? And Elisha 
says: Let me inherit a double portion of your spirit. He could have asked for 
anything, because remember this man was a true miracle worker. He could have 
manifested anything. He could have said let me have a wagon full of gold. He could 
have said give me 50 beautiful women. He could have named all kinds of stuff. But 
he said no, give me a double portion of the spirit of God that you give. That’s a 
bulldog. Elijah said yet if you see me taken from you, it will be yours, otherwise not.  
 
As they were walking along and talking together, suddenly a chariot of fire and 
horses appeared and separated the two of them. And Elijah went up to heaven in a 
whirlwind. Elisha saw this and cried out: my father, my father. The chariots and 
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horsemen of Israel. And Elisha saw him no more. Then he took hold of his own 
clothes and tore them apart. See he took his old stuff. What he used to wear. Just 
like he did with the bull. Just like he did with the plow. Just like he did with the old 
folk. He took his old stuff and tore them apart. He picked up the cloaks that had 
fallen from Elijah and went back and stood on the bank of the Jordan. Then he took 
the cloak that had fallen from him and struck the water with it. Where now is the 
Lord, the God of Elijah? he asked.  
 
When he struck the water, it divided to the right and to the left. And he crossed 
over. Whew! Whew! When you are like a bulldog with God. You see there is an 
authority and power in the Old Testament in the outer garment. And here Jonathan 
and David were exchanging garments. But let me explain something to you. You see 
in this book of Samuel, in that 18th chapter, when you look at the 17th chapter, the 
17th chapter is when David killed Goliath. And when you look at the last two verses 
of the 17th chapter, right before the covenant. The last two verses says this, it says 
that he was coming in with the head of Goliath. As soon as David returned from 
killing the Philistines, Abner took him and brought him before Saul. With David 
still holding the Philistine’s head. Whose son are you young man? Saul asked him. 
David said I am the son of your servant Jesse of Bethlehem.  
 
So here was David. Had Goliath’s head in his hand. Bloodied. Now understand this, 
you have got to understand this picture. David had just left the shepherd’s field to 
go kill Goliath. He was dressed in a shepherd’s clothing. Meaning that he was dirty. 
Cause you don’t tend, shepherd and sheep and animals in the field in a white suit. 
Do you understand that? He was dirty! More than likely he smelled like the sheep, 
so he was stinking. Then he had to go out on that hot battlefield and kill Goliath. 
He was bloodied. So he was dirty. He was stinking. He was bloody. Now here was 
Jonathan. Saul was the king of Israel. He was called by all the people, the most 
high. He was the leader of the land in the most royal elevated position of any man 
in the land. So Jonathan was the prince, he was the king elect to be. It was his 
inheritance to be the king. So the robe and the clothes that Jonathan had on were 
not like the clothes that David had on. David’s clothes were soiled with blood, soiled 
with dirt, soiled with sweat, soiled with stink. David’s clothes were filthy. Probably 
had hay in it and grass, all of this stuff. And maybe even some sheep manure.   
 
There is no telling what all was on David’s clothes. And here was Jonathan in the 
palace. A prince rich beyond measure. His clothes were of the finest. They were 
clean, they were fragranced. He had them tendered. So when Jonathan said let me 
exchange my clothes with your clothes, it was not an even exchange. People there 
comes a point that after we have fought Goliath, after we have been in the field 
facing the giants, after we are beaten and bloodied, and after we have made mistake 
after mistake after mistake, after we are filthy and soiled with our own mess.  
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There comes a point when the son of the most high, whose name begins with a J. 
The son of the most high. But you see the son of the most high was willing to shed 
and change his clothes with the filthy clothes. But David had to have the mentality 
and the wisdom and the consciousness and the enlightenment to accept the 
exchange. David could have easily said I’m going to keep my own clothes. I’m 
comfortable in these clothes. I killed Goliath in these clothes. I been had these…my 
daddy gave me these clothes. I’m going to keep these clothes. David could have 
wallowed in his own filthy clothes, but the son of the most high said I am willing. 
And there comes a point people, where all of us will have to say: I’m tired of these 
filthy clothes. I’m tired of these filthy clothes. There has been someone who has 
offered to take my filthy clothes and put onto my filth a robe of righteousness. There 
is a son of the most high who is the highest in the land, and he has offered to cover 
up all my stinky stuff. Offered to cover up all my filthy stuff. Offered to take it all 
upon his self for me, but I have to be aware of the sacrifice because it is not an even 
exchange.  
 
And Jonathan loved David as his own soul. For God so loved the world that he gave 
his only begotten son. That whosoever. Now people this is real. And we need to be 
covered with the blood of Jesus. Because our stinking stuff just won’t cut it. And 
there is power, he came to put his righteousness on us. And to take all of our filth 
and all of our mess on him. The first part of covenant is the exchange of the coats.  
 
For those of you who are listening or watching electronically, and you are there and 
you are covered in filth for years, I want you to know there is one of royal blood who 
is willing and able to take your dirty stuff and put his clean clothes on you. If right 
now you want to accept Jesus into your life and you want to put on the robe of 
righteousness. If you want to be covered with the blood of Jesus, just go to 
brothersoftheword.com and right at the section where it says: a new life plan, click 
on salvation. And you can pray the prayer of salvation and give your life to Christ 
right where you are and get you a new change of clothes. Check your coat and if it’s 
not clean, if it’s not Christ, you need a new change of clothes.  
 
And I’m going to ask Pastor James to come now and close us out for the day. 
[audience clapping] Pastor James: Amen, Amen 
Pastor James: Wasn’t that a powerful word today. Amen, Amen. 
A new coat. I tell you there is nothing that happens by chance, or happenstance, or 
coincidence. My wife will bear witness that we didn’t know about this message 
today, and on yesterday somebody came to our house. They drove several hours and 
they said that God told me to buy you and your wife two new coats. And he brought 
two leather jackets and put it on us. And drove back home hours. And then this 
message today. About a new coat. And nobody had ever given us a coat before. 
[audience clapping] So God knows what we need even before we need it. And I 
didn’t even know Pastor was going to wear red today, and my wife put me out red 



 - 8 -

today. So he was even orchestrating our coats. So God knows ahead of time. Even 
what your need is. 
 
[Pastor James praying] Heavenly Father, I thank you for your grace and your 
mercy. Glory Glory. I thank you for sending your son Jesus to die for me. That I 
may take off my old clothes, and put on clothing of righteousness. I confess all my 
sins before you right now. I thank you for cleansing me. I thank you for not only 
giving me new clothes. But giving me a new spirit. A new mind. Making me a new 
creature. I thank you for giving me new ways. For putting new words in my mouth. 
New actions in my hands. New thoughts in my mind. Thank you for giving me new 
friends. A new elevation. In the name of Jesus. Heavenly Father, we thank you 
Lord for those that are respondent unto your voice oh Lord. I pray oh Father that 
you will give them what they need today oh Lord. Lord I pray that you will 
strengthened them oh Lord in their walk with you oh Lord. That you will give them 
a new relationship oh Lord. That they will know you like they have never known 
you before oh Lord.  
 
I pray oh Father that purpose would be stirred up in their hearts oh Lord. That 
those that have been doing what they wanted to do oh Lord, I pray that you won’t 
let them sleep oh Lord until they get into your divine purpose oh Father. We thank 
you Lord for dreams and visions oh Lord that you are stirring up in them right now 
oh Lord. Thank you for this message oh Lord. For clothing them with a new 
garment oh Lord. A new garment oh Lord. A new garment oh Lord. A new garment 
oh Lord. A new garment oh Lord. Thank you Father for your righteousness oh Lord. 
Thank you Lord. Thank you Lord that it will be a garment of even power oh Lord, 
that they will be able to speak words over situations in their lives oh Lord and see 
change and miracles happen oh Lord. We thank you oh Lord for what you have done 
oh Lord, and what you are doing in this season.  
 
Heavenly Father we thank you Lord for those that responded unto your call oh 
Lord. We pray oh Father that you will grow your relationship with them oh Lord. 
That they will know you in a new way oh Lord. We just thank you for giving us your 
garment oh Lord. Thank you Lord for coming here oh Lord upon this earth to show 
us the way oh Lord. To eat as we eat oh Lord, and to drink as we drink. And to go 
through the trials of life oh Lord. Not to even have a place to lay your head. To call 
your own oh Lord. And we complain about houses with a/c and heat in them oh 
Father. Lord we thank you for doing it all without complaint oh Lord. But doing it 
because you loved us Father. We thank you Jesus. The precious name of Jesus we 
pray. Amen. 
 
Pastor Nathaniel: We thank you for joining us today at Brothers Of The Word, 
because Brother you need the word! Amen, Amen. 
 
 


