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Nathaniel Bronner: So many of us, we’re taking the good out of what we’re 

called to be cool.  Welcome to Brothers of the Word, because 

brother, you need the word. 

 

 And today is Part 7 of the 9 Parts of Covenant.  I’ve been doing a 

series on covenant; and Part 1 was called “Keep your Word with 

Man.”  The covenant between you and your fellow man or your 

fellow woman, keep your word. 

 

 Part 2 was called “God’s Private Covenant.” And this was for man 

only, it dealt with the sacred covenant that God has placed within 

every modern man, and every man should listen to this sermon 

number 5572 on brothersoftheword.com. 

 

Part 3 was called “Quote Check” and it was about the exchange of 

quotes in covenant. 

 

Part 4, “Battle Stations, the Exchange of the Weapon Belt”. 

 

Part 5, “A Cut Above”, and it was about cutting the covenant 

when you split an animal and walk down the middle then cut 

your palm and intermingle the blood by a cut, and pain, and 

blood. 

 

 Part 6 dealt with organization and business and doing what God 

says.  The true test of our end of a covenant, is to really do what 

God says.  And at the end of the blood covenant ceremony, the two 

are called friends.  And there was now a new relationship formed 

in a union that is biblically called a covenant.  And it’s simply a 

love relationship that says “I will never leave you or forsake you, 

I will always do what is best for you even if it is to my own hurt.  

We are now in union with one another, and we are called blood 

brothers.” 

 

 The word friend actually has been greatly watered down from its 

biblical meaning and from when Jesus walked the earth in the 

early church, because a friend actually refers to that blood 

brother, that blood covenant partner.  It was not just someone 

that you hang around with.  That’s why when you read in the 

bible where Jesus says, “Greater love hath no man than he lay 

down his life for his friend.”  He was talking about blood covenant, 

brothers, friends that have taken that bond together to see, 

there’s nothing that I wouldn’t do for you, and there’s nothing that 

you wouldn’t do for me. 
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 The next step after the blood covenant was the exchange of 

names.  And the early participants, they would take the other’s 

name to themselves.  See, a person’s name, it really represents 

his individuality, and the exchange of names, it demonstrates a 

death to being an individual.  A covenant is the union of two 

individual or two groups.  So, when you’re in covenant, you’re no 

longer just concerned about yourself, but you have a concern 

about your brother.  You have a concern about your friend, you 

have a concern about your neighbor.  And when the names are 

exchanged, the primary sound of each participant’s name is 

incorporated within the others. 

 

 For example, say for this instance, somebody was named John 

Smith and he was making covenant with Ed Jones.  The new 

names will be John Jones Smith and Ed Smith Jones.  The 

exchange of names back then is today, what we would call legally, 

a power of attorney.  And when you grant someone a power of 

attorney, you say “Look, you can sign in my name.”  I give you 

legal authority to conduct all of my business, I give you legal 

authority that your name is just as good and just as powerful as 

my name. 

 

 The bible says “Whatever you ask in my name that I will do, so 

that the father maybe glorified in the son.”  And he says “You did 

not choose me, but I choose you and appointed you that you would 

go and bear fruit and that your fruit would remain, so that 

whatever you ask of the father in my name, he may give to you.” 

it was the exchange of names that are modern covenant that we 

know that involves of the exchange of names, is a marriage 

covenant.   And with the marriage covenant, the woman takes 

own the man’s name. 

 

 And what does the woman get with giving up her name?  That 

depends on who she marries.  That really depends on, see, who 

name you take on and depends on who you marry.  But a woman 

fundamentally gets four basic things.  She gets the man’s 

character.  She gets the man’s cash.  She gets the man’s children, 

and she gets the man’s cuddling. 

 

00:05:06 

 

 She gets four primary things, and this is a brother point.  If you 

don’t get the right character in a husband, you won’t get his cash 
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either, except by a court order and he won’t take care of his 

children.   I had a lady come to me recently and she was down and 

out.  She was needing some money.  She was broke and she had 

her son with her, and I asked her, I said, “Where is the daddy?  

Why isn’t the daddy giving you any money?” She’s like, “He didn’t 

give me anything.”  I said, “Why not?” I said, “Do you know where 

he is?” She said, “Well, kind of,” but she says, “He won’t support 

me at all.”  She said, “Even his momma won’t tell me where he is.  

I got his Social Security number and the state is trying to track 

him down but he’s running from his bills.” 

 

 The character of the name that you take on will determine all of 

the other stuff.  See, if the character is right, you get his cash.  If 

the character is right, he will take care of his children.  If the 

character is right, you get all of his cuddling.  If the character is 

right, you don’t get his cash, he is going to have other children, 

and he is going to cuddle with somebody else.  All of that in the 

covenant of marriage with the exchange of names, and women, 

you got to be careful on the marriage covenant of character.  If the 

character is not right, none of the other stuff is going to be right. 

 

 So, be cautious of who you get in covenant with, and man, the 

same thing to a man, see, God had in the bible, in talks in so many 

places.  When God had a hard time finding a good -- who can find 

a good man?  God had a hard time finding a good man.  But you 

know, it wasn’t easy finding a good woman either.  Solomon had 

a thousand woman and there’s a verse in the bible where he says, 

“Among a thousand women, I have not found one that upright.” 

You don’t know that version?  It’s in there.  It’s in there.  He had 

a thousand. 

 

 And he said he couldn’t find one them upright.  So, it’s difficult to 

find a good man.  But it’s equally difficult to find a good woman; 

and man, when you’re going to give a woman your name, and God 

breeds something to me that was deep, and he said simply this, 

he says, “True feminine fulfillment for a man is not in sexiness, 

it’s in submittedness.  And often times, we get confused by the 

things of the physical.  Women looking at stuff and don’t look at 

the character.  You’re looking it his car not as character. 

 

 And that same man that’ll take their fancy car and drive around 

with some other woman on the side on you, you’re looking at it as 

car.  You need to be looking at his character.  Man, you’re looking 

at the curves.  You need to be looking at, “Will this woman make 
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a submitted wife to you?”  There’s a whole sermon on that.  So, 

there’s a problem that we have and our biggest covenant among 

man and women just the covenant of marriage, you got the 

character of the man and the submittedness of a woman and often 

times both of them out of way. 

 

 So, it’s the covenant that you make that is sometimes difficult.  

And see, it’s just like with my wife, she got all my cash.  The 

difference between a covenant relationship and just a regular, 

let’s say you go out to eat with somebody, and you’ve got her 

eating and you said, “Look man, I left my wallet at home.  Can 

you lend me $20?” That’s just a normal pair relationship.  A 

covenant relationship can say this, “I left my wallet at home.  Give 

me your wallet.”  Different level.  That’s what you get when you’re 

married.  See, my wife doesn’t say, “Give me $20.”  She’ll say, 

“Give me your wallet.”  She’ll say, “Let me see your wallet.” 

 

 That’s what she said.  She doesn’t say, “Give me $20.”  She said, 

“Let me see your wallet.”  And she doesn’t want to look at it.  She 

said, “Let me see your --” but she doesn’t want to look at it.  And 

man, when you get into that marriage covenant, you have made 

a covenant that everything you have is now hers.  None of us sign 

prenuptial agreement.  See, my wife asked me that before I 

married her, because I had a whole lot of stuff than she did.  She 

said, “You want to prenup?”  I said, “No.  I don’t want a prenup.”  

I said, “We’re going to be together until one of us is dead.”  So, I 

said, “I don’t want a prenup.”  But I understood it meant that my 

cash was now her cash.  We don’t have separate bank accounts.  

My whole check goes into bank.  My wife going in with one check 

and take everything I got out of the bank.  So, man, you have got 

to have a woman who is submitted on to you, and women, you got 

to have a man whose character you can trust. 

 

00:10:08 

 

 Now, I trust my wife.  That’s why I can let her see my wallet.  

That’s why her name is on the joint checking account.  I can trust 

my wife.  See, that’s true covenant.  Some couples can’t -- and I 

got to admit, some of you don’t need to trust each other.  I got to 

admit, there are some women know I would not have a joint 

checking account with.  Because if I had a joint checking account, 

that woman would go in there and wipe out everything I got on 

some foolish stuff. 
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 So, there are some women know I could not have a joint checking 

account put all my money in there with.  And women, there are 

some men, you all know you can’t do it either.  But true covenant, 

you need to get that stuff right before you get in it because that’s 

the way it supposed to be in God’s sight. 

 

 Everything you have is theirs.  Everything they have is yours 

when you exchange names.  Now there are three levels of name 

exchange.  First of all, in that first level, is what you call you.  Let 

me explain that in Exodus Chapter 3, beginning at the 13th verse, 

“And Moses said unto God, “Behold, when I come unto the 

children of Israel, and say unto them, the God of your fathers hath 

sent me unto you; and they shall say to me, “What is his name? 

what shall I say unto them?” and God said unto Moses, “I am that 

I am.”  And he said, “Thus, shalt thy say unto the children of 

Israel, I am hath sent me unto you.”  And God said moreover 

under Moses, “Thus shalt thy say unto the children of Israel, the 

Lord God of your Fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac 

and the God of Jacob have sent me under you, this is my name 

forever.  And this is my memorial unto all generations.  I am that 

I am. 

 

 People when you use “I am”, that’s God’s name.  He told you what 

his name was.  Who shall I say sent me?  I am that I am.  So, your 

first covenant is what you call you, “I am.”, and what comes behind 

that?  You’re calling the God within you whatever becomes of it. 

 

 That’s why when you said “I am sick.  I am poor.  I am no good,” 

you’re literally taking the name of God; and God says, “That is my 

name forever.  I am whatever you call you.” involves the covenant 

between you and God, and it’s the God part of you that you call 

that. 

 

 So, people be careful how you use that covenant.  Be careful 

whatever you put behind that “I am,” because whatever you put 

behind that, God has to listen to because you just called His name.  

It’s like you’re saying, “God, I’m broke.”  When you tell God that, 

you’re calling him in demand(ph).  And God have to listen to the 

harkening of His children.  “God, I’m sick.” that’s what you’re 

telling God.  So, be careful of how you use “I am”. 

 

 It’s the name of God forever.  It’s the God part of you and the God 

that is manifested in you, and that’s stuff will manifest out into 

the earth and out into being whatever you call yourself.  That’s 
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why Paul said, “Call things that are not as though they were.”  So, 

even if you don’t feel (00:13:44), even if you don’t look (00:13:45) 

in your opinion, do you know folks who think they look good, look 

better?  Something about it, they’d look better when you 

(00:13:53) you look better when you think of folks who’s looking 

at you and you carry yourself a certain way, you know you talk 

the same way, you just do!  The “I am” is God himself. 

 

 The second level is in Genesis 17.  “When God changed Abram’s 

name to Abraham, and Sarai to Sarah.”  In both cases, God made 

the change by adding the “huff” sound.  This is the sound of God’s 

name in Yahweh that Y-H-W-H- is pronounce Yahweh, but it’s 

the “huff” sound, so he changed it from Abram to Abraham and 

Sarai.  He put God’s name in it.  And see, even with my name; 

when I was younger, I went by the names of “Nat” and “Nate.”  

My real name is Nathaniel.  I was cool as “Nat,” and that’s cool.  

“Nate” was cooler.  Nathaniel is not as cool.  But what I did was 

“Nat,” and what I did was “Nate,” I took the L out.  L is God.  And 

so many of us, we’re taking the God out of what we’re called to be 

cool. 

 

 You’re called Christian and Christ is in the name of what we are 

called.  But sometimes out in the world, to be cool, we take the 

God out of what we’re called.  Because there are some things that 

Christian can’t do and be cool in the world’s eyes.  You all know 

what I’m talking about.  So, we will take the Christ and the 

Christian out of what we’re called in the world, so that we can 

conform, so that we can be cool, so that we can be a “Nat”, or so 

that we can be a “Nate”. 

 

 See, when I changed my behavior, when I changed what I was 

doing, I had to change what I was called.  When I put God back 

into my name, it changed some things and you are called 

Christian.  The world will take God out of what you were called, 

all day long. 

 

 The third level of the exchange of names; the new covenant points 

to the exchange of names.  Jesus used the name of the father 

throughout his earthly ministry.  In John 17:6, Jesus stated in his 

prayer to the father “I have manifested your name.”  And Jesus 

was given a new name that was greater and more powerful than 

any other name. 
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 And as Christians, even when we have called ourselves no good.  

Even when we have not put Christian in Christ in our lives; there 

is still the name above all names that we can call on, that we can 

beseech, that we can plead to; and if we can get that one name 

deep in our soul, in our hearts, our minds, our faith; that one man 

covers all of the Hebrew names of God, and we can call on Jehovah 

Rapha and Jehovah Jireh, and Jehovah (00:17:17) but there’s one 

name, there’s one name, and he has given us the right to use his 

name. 

 

 He said “Come to the father in my name.”  It’s the covenant of 

the exchange of names.  So, when you can’t do it, when you can’t 

live right, when your righteousness just won’t cut it, you would 

have called the name that you have been exchanged.  And he 

exchanged his righteousness four our sins.  And he did by 

lending of his name and giving us power of attorney. 

 

 But if we don’t use it, it’s as if we didn’t have it.  I remember 

once that God spoke to me as I was in prayer; and this is a 

brother point, he simply said “A friend is worth more than a 

fortune.”  I want you to listen to the words for the friend we have 

in Jesus. 

 

 It’s an old hymnal, but just listen to the words to understand 

that in the blood covenant, that’s why only by the blood in the 

blood covenant we become true biblical friends.  And whoever 

you cut covenant with, everything they have is yours.  All of his 

righteousness, all of his goodness is ours.  And everything we 

have; all of our mess, all of our of sins, is his. 

 

 What a friend we have in Jesus.  All our sins and griefs to bear.  

What a privilege to carry, everything to God in prayer.  What 

peace we often forfeit, all what needless pain we bear; all 

because we do not carry everything to God and -- listen to the 

words. 

 

 “Have we trials and temptations?  Is there trouble anywhere?  

We should never be never be discouraged, take it to the Lord in 

prayer.  Can we find a friend so faithful?  Who will all our 

sorrows share?”  Jesus knows our every weakness, take it to the 

Lord in prayer. 

 

 Are we weak and heavy-laden, (00:19:38) with a load of care, 

precious savior, still our refuge, take it to the Lord in prayer.  Do 
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thy friends despise for safety?  Take it to the Lord in prayer.  In 

his arms, he’ll take and shield thee, thou wilt find a solace there.  

What a friend, what a covenant partner.  What a blood brother 

we have in Jesus, what a friend. 

 

 Calling on in people, we cannot do this alone.  He’s there to bear 

your burdens, he’s there to lift you up and out.  He’s there for us.  

He’s our brother, he’s our friend, he’s our savior. 

 

 Brother, can you sing this song, you may know all the words to it, 

but just in case, those three lines are kind of -- and you generally 

know it, but just in case, you all say “Just in case”, just in case he 

misses a line or two, I want to just sing that song because it is so 

relevant and so powerful.  Some of you all have -- you got cares 

and burdens and stuff is worrying you. 

 

 Oh, what needless grief you bear, and we forfeited our peace 

because we’ve not laid it at the feet of Jesus.  You all need to sing 

this too. 

 

(Music playing) 

 

 I thank you for joining us today at Brothers of the Word, because 

brother, you need the word. 
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