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Nathaniel Bronner:  If you want to be extreme, you have to be around extreme 
people.  

 
Female Speaker:   You are listening to BrothersofTheWord.com.  This is the 

message titled ‘Extreme’ by Nathaniel Bronner.  This message is 
#5589, that’s 5589.  Listen to over a 1,000 free messages on 
BrothersofTheWord.com. 

 
[Music] 
 
Female Speaker:  #5589, ‘Extreme’.  
 
Nathaniel Bronner:  Welcome to Brothers of The Word, because Brother, you need 

the Word.  
 
 And actually I was at exercise class yesterday and I was down 

on the floor, we have an exercise class here at the church three 
times a week, and on Saturday at 6 p.m. we have a one hour 
exercise class that’s taught by Ringo, ringomaxx.com.  He is our 
superstar trainer.  And in the middle of the class, I was down on 
the floor, I was tired, I was sweating, I was absolutely pushed to 
the limit.  I had some dumbbells in my hands, my muscles were 
about to burn and it felt like they were about to drop off, and as 
I was there I thought about a word that someone had told me 
some time ago as I was talking to them about me trying to pass 
the Navy SEAL test.   

 
And they told me, man, you are extreme.  And as I was laying 
down on that floor, because I had given it all I had, my muscles 
were about to just completely explode, I was at the limit.  I had 
given it all I had and I was laying there thinking about that 
word of extreme.  And I had another message for today, but I 
heard God said, I want some extreme folk.  I want some extreme 
folk, and I just want to talk to you for a few minutes today from 
just that subject of extreme.   
 
And this is a brother point.  For you to be extreme, you need to 
be around some extreme folk.  It makes a difference.  I don’t care 
what the area is, if you want to be extreme, you need to be 
around some extreme people.   
 
Recently I met a business associate and they are extremely 
positive.  Everything they say, every other word is like amazing, 
it's just amazing, amazing, and after I listen to them for a while, 
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the word started popping up in my spirit and I started seeing 
things as amazing.  They had never told me to think that way.  
It just was coming naturally because of association, but see, they 
were extremely positive, and when you are around someone on 
an extreme, it gets into your spirit.  
 
See, the extremely negative works the same way.  You know, 
somebody, every time they come to you, there is always a 
problem.  It’s never anything good, it's always, what my uncle 
used to call a situation. It's always a situation, you know, it's 
always something, it's always something going wrong.  It is 
never positive, and somehow when they come, you know it’s 
going to be some stuff that’s not positive.  
 
Extreme simply means by dictionary definition something that 
is at the limit one way or the other.  So you can be extremely 
good or extremely bad.  And I just heard God speak yesterday, I 
want some extreme folk.   
 
Right in front of me in the exercise class was attorney Waymon 
Sims.  Now, attorney Sims turned -- he turned 71-years-old a 
few weeks ago.  On his birthday he was in the exercise class, and 
attorney Sims is extreme.  Most 70+ people are not in a trough.  
You know, a lot of young people won’t fool with Ringo’s class.  
Lot of young folks won’t fool with that class.  
 
Attorney Sims on his 71st birthday, he was in the class and do 
you know how many classes he missed last year; now, he is a 
busy attorney?  I see him sometimes when I am traveling, 
coming through the airport, so it ain’t like he has got nothing to 
do, he is a busy attorney; he missed eight classes last year.  
That’s extreme.   
 
71 years old, and on his birthday I heard them asking him, how 
are you feeling attorney?  He said I feel like I am 17.  So he took 
the 71 and flipped it around.  See, that’s extreme.  But being 
around that kind of spirit will make you different, that every 70 
year old person, you know, my hip out of whack, and my leg 
aching, and my knee, I have got, you know, a crick in my back, 
you know, all that kind of stuff, if you are around the other 
extreme, it influences you.  So there is something that if you 
want to be extreme, you have to be around extreme people. 

 
00:05:15 
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 And I will tell you another thing, it changes when you are 

extreme in one area positive, it affects your other areas.  He put 
in the largest single donation we had had in two years, so not 
only was he extreme with his workout, that thing makes a 
difference in your money, because he is an attorney, and 
sometimes you have to be up in court, the man has been lifting 
all those weights, he was powerful, he was strong, it makes a 
difference when you stand in front of the jury.  The jury can feel 
your power, and they can feel it when you are standing in there 
in good shape and vibrant and powerful and don’t have to lean 
on a table and all that kind of stuff, they can feel it. 

 
 And when you are making a point, there is something different 

about something that comes out of a vibrant physical body 
versus something that comes out of somebody that can hardly 
make it.  There is a difference.  And that power in your voice will 
shake whoever is listening to you. 

 
 So the thing, extreme makes a difference, because I want some 

extreme people.  When I started on the SEAL Training Program, 
I started it with my son and my nephew Bernard, he started 
with us, and I want you to throw the picture up that I have of 
my son, he is ready, that’s him swimming, he is on the swim 
team at his school and he is training to be an Olympics 
swimmer, that’s extreme. 

 
 And the problem was we started out together, I hurt my knee 

and I haven’t completed the ability to be able to pass the SEAL 
Training course yet.  So I quit.  But because of my son, and 
when I watched him swim, when we started out, I was better at 
everything than he was.  I was stronger, I was faster, I had more 
endurance, I was better at everything, but he kept at it, he kept 
at it, he kept at it.  And now he can pass the test with ease and I 
can’t, but I started out ahead.  

 
See, the difference people, it’s not where you are, it’s not where 
you are starting, it’s what you are going to do from this point on.  
And you have the choice of being extreme or you have the choice 
of being mediocre, and that choice is up to you.  And it’s nothing 
really wrong with being mediocre, because that’s what most 
people will be, bottom line, but God says, I want some extreme 
folk. 
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 Everyone who did powerful stuff in the Bible, they were 
extreme.  When you look at the most prolific writer of the Old 
Testament, Moses, and the most prolific writer of the New 
Testament, Paul, they were extreme.   

 
And you say well, Moses wasn’t extreme.  The Bible says Moses 
was the meekest man on the earth.  No, he wasn’t.  He may have 
been meek, but why did he leave Egypt in the first place.  If you 
remember what happened, Moses saw an Egyptian abusing one 
of the Hebrews.  Moses didn’t just go up to him and said hey 
man, hey, hey, hey, don’t do that, stop.  Hey, hey, hey man, you 
know that’s not nice, you know that’s not nice, that was not 
what Moses did. 

 
 When you read the Bible and the Bible says Moses was the 

meekest man on earth, but Moses was extreme.  Moses killed 
the man.  Moses killed him.  He was abusing one of his brethren, 
Moses killed him.  Now, that’s about as extreme as you could 
get.  Moses killed the man.  So he may have been mild and meek 
in some other ways, but Moses had to be kind of rough.  Moses 
killed the Egyptian. 

 
 Paul, who was the most prolific writer of the New Testament, 

Paul was killing Christians right and left.  So when God wanted 
to get someone to use, He didn’t get someone who was in the 
middle, He didn’t get someone who just wanted to be average.  
He got soldiers.  And He just didn’t get infantry, He got Army 
Rangers and Navy SEALs and Green Berets, He got the best of 
the best.   

 
He got men with some guts.  He got men who said look, I am 
going to get this thing done.  You mess with my brother, I will 
kill you.  And I am not advocating anybody to do that, but I am 
telling you what Moses did. 

 
 So Moses was not a meek man when it came to doing some 

things, this was the nature that he had before he was taken into 
the wilderness.  So people, if you really want to do some great 
things for God, and see, my mission, I want to change the world, 
I want to change the world, I want to be extreme.   

 
So when the fellow called me extreme, I said you are darn well 
right I am.  I am extreme.  I want to change the world.  I don’t 
want to be in the pack, I want to be like attorney Sims, I want to 
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be when I am 70 and 80 years old, 20 year olds can’t keep up 
with me, that’s the way I want to be. 

 
00:09:59 
 

I want to be like attorney Sims, that when I put my donation in, 
it’s the biggest one the church has seen in years.  That’s the way 
I want to be.  I don’t want to be in the middle. 

 
 So if you don’t want to be in the middle, you have got to run with 

some people who have a vision that they want to be on the high 
end.   

 
Now, extreme covers both sides.  So don’t be on that low end, be 
in the middle all day long, but don’t be on that low end.  So you 
have to make up your mind if you really want to do some stuff 
that will change the world.   
 
John Wesley was kicked out of the Anglican Church because he 
was just too radical.  He preached in fields instead of in 
churches, and Charles has often used John Wesley in some of his 
sermon illustrations, but John Wesley was 4 feet 11 inches tall.  
He wasn’t even 5 feet tall.  He was a little man, but John Wesley 
changed the world, and he went out and he preached out in the 
wilderness, and he preached out in the fields.  
 
And see, even the Apostle, even John, he was extreme.  But I 
would say John was out there preaching in camel hat, eating 
locusts and honey, that’s extreme.  He wasn’t the average 
middle, but he changed the world.   
 
So these men, they said, look, I am not going to be in the middle.  
I am going to do something.  I am going to rise above.  I am 
going to be a part of the pack.  I am going to change the world.   
 
And John Wesley, he was out preaching and they couldn’t stop 
him, and there were some thugs who had threatened John 
Wesley, and they came to one of his sessions where he was 
preaching, and they told him they were going to beat him up, 
and they came with sticks and clubs, and when John Wesley 
saw them coming, he didn’t even slow down.  He kept on 
preaching.   
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And then all of a sudden as the thugs approached him, the 
leader of the thugs stopped and shouted, look, he glows, he 
glitters, and it stopped them in their tracks and they sat down 
and began to listen and got converted.  He was extreme.   
 
And see, the Bible verse that deals with this is Revelation 3, 
beginning at the 13th Verse, where here, these are the seven 
letters to the churches, and Jesus, “He who has an ear, let him 
hear what the Spirit says to the churches.”  “And to the angel of 
the church of the Laodicea write: These things says the Amen, 
the faithful and true Witness, the Beginning of the creation of 
God, I know your works, that you are neither cold nor hot.  I 
could wish you were cold or hot.  So then because you are 
lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will vomit you out of my 
mouth.” 

 
 You are neither.  You are neither cold nor hot.  And here Jesus 

is saying look, I would rather for you to be cold than just 
lukewarm in the middle, and the reason Jesus used that 
particular phraseology, you have to understand the context of it.  
Laodicea, they had thermal springs that were about six miles 
away where they got their water.  So when the water left the 
springs it was hot, but by the time it went those six miles, when 
it got to the city, it was lukewarm.   

 
So when Jesus used that phrase of lukewarm, they were used to 
drinking lukewarm water, and you all know lukewarm water is 
just not good.  You either need your water cold or hot, but you 
just don’t want it just warm.  Warm water doesn’t even taste 
right.  You need it cool, cold or hot, but not warm.   
 
So Jesus said I am going to vomit you out if you are going to be 
lukewarm.  And I just heard God speaking, we need some real, 
real extreme folk.  So how do we get extreme?   
 
And I talked about, you know, you have got extreme exercise, 
but that’s just the body.  There is extreme money, but that’s just 
money, that’s not the real important things of life.  The real 
important things is to be extreme for God.  So how do we become 
extreme for God instead of just lukewarm?   
 
That’s why oftentimes the church is in worse shape than the 
world.  Those who don’t believe in God, at least they are cold.  
They say, look, I don’t believe in God, I don’t believe there is a 
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God.  If there is a God, He is dead; therefore, I have got to do 
everything in its natural right.  That’s why they have oftentimes 
better results, because they are not even depending on God, they 
are doing everything by natural wisdom and oftentimes they 
will get better results than a lukewarm Christian.  

 
 We are not half praying, we are not half reading our Word, we 

are not half following our word, and as a result we become 
lukewarm.   

 
And in Laodicea, here the verse says, “Because you say, “I am 
rich, and have become wealthy, and have need of nothing,” and 
do you not know that you are wretched and miserable and poor 
and blind and naked”.  And that was the reason why Jesus used 
that. 

 
00:15:02 
 

Laodicea was known for three things; they were a banking 
center.  When they had the big earthquake then, the Roman 
government sent relief, Laodicea said, we don’t even need it.  We 
have got so much money, we don’t need your earthquake relief.  
They were known for banking, so they were heavily money-
centered. 

 
 They were known for the wool that they produced; they 

produced some of the finest wool on the face of the earth, so they 
had the finest clothing.   

 
And they had a medical clinic there that produced an eye salve 
that was sold all around the world.   
 
So they were famous for money, they were famous for clothing, 
and they were famous for their eye salve, and that’s why when 
Jesus says, don’t you know that you are blind, naked and poor, 
He specifically referenced the three things that they were most 
proud of.  And Jesus said, all your proud stuff, and all this, it’s 
material, it’s worth nothing when you are lukewarm towards 
Me.   
 
And we need to get on fire for God, but it’s the same way with 
the other stuff.  If you want to take your health to another level, 
you have to get around people whose health has gone to another 
level. 
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 My son is inspiring me.  I keep looking at him; I have got to do 

this.  I hurt my knee, but my knee is fine now, and too many of 
us are using a hurt knee excuse and this is what we want the 
world to say, you all just say there, poor little pastor hurt his 
knee, just say it, because we want to be babies sometimes, poor 
little pastor hurt his knee, that’s what we want, we want to be 
babied.   

 
And sometimes you have just got to, what they call, man up, or 
woman up, and get done what you need to get done without all 
of these excuses; yeah, you got some hurt, so what?  Because 
there will always be something, but see people, the difference 
between those on the extreme and those in the middle; those on 
the extreme, they don’t accept excuses, they get it done.  They 
have hurt and pain like everyone else, they get it done.   
 
You can’t tell me that attorney Sims does not have some aches 
and pain.  You can’t tell me that he hasn’t had plenty of time 
when he didn’t feel like going to the exercise class.  You can’t tell 
me he hadn’t had plenty of time when work was there that he 
could have had all kind of excuses; I know he has had them, but 
that’s the difference between an extreme person who gets it done 
and the middle of the pack.  And God said I want some extreme 
folk.   
 
What do you think happened when Jesus went to get the 
disciples?  He had to get extreme folk because Jesus, basically, 
this is the offer that Jesus made, you are going to give up all 
your stuff, you will be persecuted and you are going to get killed 
early and die a horrible death in the flesh.  That’s the offer Jesus 
made the disciples.  
 
But, you all say but?  

 
Audience Members: But.  
 
Nathaniel Bronner: Now, see, the real truth always comes after the but, but 

you will have eternal life.  So Jesus said you are going to go 
through all that is hell on earth; they are going to abuse you, 
they are going to talk about you, they are going to beat you and 
they are going to eventually kill you.  Come follow Me.  Come 
follow Me.  See, that took a man.  
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But Jesus, my knee hurt, my knee hurt, oh my goodness, I can’t 
go, my knee is hurting.  That took a man to say yes Lord, I will 
follow You to the end of the earth.  I will follow You through hell 
itself.  I will follow You no matter what they do to me.  I will 
stick with You and stay with You until the end.  That’s extreme. 

 
 God said I want some extreme folk.  I don’t want folk just piled 

in the middle, because when you look at everyone who changed 
the world, they were extreme folk, and even to change your 
world, you are going to have to be extreme.  You are going to 
have to do some things that are different from the crowd, that 
you don’t run with the crowd, that you don’t think with the 
crowd, that you don’t talk like the crowd. 

 
 I was here last week in the evening as the choir was rehearsing 

and I was listening to Ivan as he preached to the choir, and Ivan 
said look, we are now coming here to sing, this is no ordinary 
song, you have got to feel this thing in your soul.  You have got 
to bring it up out of here, this ain’t no ordinary song.  Ivan 
basically said, I don’t want an ordinary choir.  I want some 
extreme folk.  I want some extreme choir members who can 
bring the song up out of their belly, and that’s what I heard him 
say. 

 
 And I don’t think they even knew that I was upstairs in the back 

and I heard him say, I am praying for every one of you, and he 
began naming out everybody he was praying for, and when he 
got to the end, I didn’t hear my name, I hollered from up there, 
pray for the pastor, because I wanted some prayer from an 
extreme person.  It’s not that I don’t appreciate everyone’s 
prayer, but there is a difference in the power of the prayer of an 
extreme person.  

 
00:20:01 
 

There is a difference in someone who is praying to (00:20:02), till 
they are shaking, till you can see the base popping out of their 
hair, there is a difference in extreme prayer.  So if I have to 
choose between ten mediocre prayers and one extreme prayer, 
give me the extreme prayer.  God says I am looking for some 
extreme people.  
 
Many years ago in India there was a missionary and he was 
walking along a crocodile infested river.  He saw a Hindu 
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woman standing there staring at the edge of the river.  In her 
right arm she held a sick baby and with the left hand she held 
the hand of a healthy two-year-old child.  And the missionary 
knew exactly what she was doing, what she was thinking.  She 
was thinking of throwing her baby to the crocodiles as an 
offering to appease pagan Gods.  So he pleaded with her not to 
do it from across the river, but to no avail.   
 
He returned about a couple of hours later, the two-year-old was 
gone, the sick baby was still in her arms.  And the missionary 
just began to cry, and he said why, why did you do this, why did 
you sacrifice your baby to the crocodiles to appease pagan Gods? 
And then he said, and even if you felt you had to sacrifice one of 
your children, why did you sacrifice the healthy one, why didn’t 
you throw the sick baby in?  
 
And the Hindu woman just looked at the missionary, actually 
with a look of disgust on her face and she said, sir, I don’t know 
about you Christians, but we give our Gods our very best.  God 
want your best.  He wants all you could do, till you are 
trembling and screaming with the weight of it all, and the sweat 
pours down your face.  He wants an extreme folk.  He don’t want 
no mediocre walkers.  He wants some runners, some sprinters, 
some climbers, some flyers, some people who are willing to go 
beyond to do for His Kingdom.  God said I want some extreme 
folk. 

 
And people, a handful of extreme folk can do more than a whole 
city of mediocre folk.  You don’t need many folk who are willing 
to go the limit, who are willing to die for their God, and if we can 
get some people who are just willing to live for their God.   
 
I don’t understand you Christians, but we give our Gods the best 
that we have.  God wants some extreme people, and today, for 
some of you, you need to switch and you need to move from the 
middle of the pack and you need to move to the top, and you 
need to make a commitment, I am going to give God my absolute 
best, with no excuses.  

 
For those of you watching by television or listening 
electronically, decision time is here, and you may have already 
made the decision to be saved, but you have not made the 
decision to truly move.  You have not made the decision to truly 
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live for God to the best of your ability.  Today is that day.  Now 
is that time to make that decision.  
 
We thank you for joining us today at Brothers of The Word, 
because brother, you need the Word.  Amen! 

 
Female Speaker:  You are listening to BrothersofTheWord.com.  This was the 

message titled ‘Extreme’ by Nathaniel Bronner.  This message is 
#5589, that’s 5589.   

 
To listen to over a 1,000 free messages or to send this message 
#5589 to a friend, go to BrothersofTheWord.com.  Listen to 
BrothersofTheWord.com often, because brother, you need the 
Word. 

 
[Music] 
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