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Nathaniel Bronner: Generally people when God really calls you to do 
something, when God truly calls you, He is going to stretch you. 

 
Female Speaker: You are listening to BrothersofTheWord.com.  This is the 

message titled, ‘When God Calls Your Name’ by Nathaniel 
Bronner.  This message is number 5590, that’s 5590.  Listen to 
over a thousand free messages on BrothersofTheWord.com. 

 
[Music] 
 
Female Speaker: And now for 5590, ‘When God Calls Your Name’. 
 
Nathaniel Bronner: Welcome to Brothers of the Word, because brother, you 

need the word. 
 
[Applause] 
 
 And today, I am going to read from John Chapter 10, beginning 

at Verse 3.  You don’t have to turn that, you’ve heard this many 
times.  These are the words of Jesus.  “To him the doorkeeper 
opens, and the sheep hear his voice; and he calls his own sheep 
by name and leads them out.  And when he brings out his own 
sheep, he goes before them; and the sheep follow him, for they 
know his voice.  Yet they will by no means follow a stranger, but 
will flee from him; for they do not know the voice of strangers.” 

 
 Jesus used this illustration, but they did not understand the 

things which He spoke to them.  Then Jesus said to them again, 
“Most assuredly I say to you, I am the door of the sheep, all who 
ever came before Me are thieves and robbers, but sheep did not 
hear them, I am the door.  If anyone enters by Me, he will be 
saved, and will go in and out and find pasture.” 

 
 The thief does not come except to steal and to kill and to destroy.  

I have come that they may have life and that they may have it 
more abundantly. 

 
 Now the past week I took my company on our annual trip, and 

every year we go somewhere.  This year we went to South 
Carolina and as we were coming back in the bus and everybody 
was on the bus and someone said, Mr.  Bronner, look at Earl, 
and Reverend Earl was with us and he was asleep.  We had a 
long night the night before, we had a long day and we ended up.  
We gone to a comedy club and seen a comedy show, we stayed 
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out late.  So on the bus ride back in, he was just tired.  He said, 
look at Earl, and Reverend Earl was asleep.  I mean, he wasn’t 
just mildly sleep, he was one of those mouth-open drizzly sleeps. 

 
 So he was sleeping so solid, and then someone said, take a 

picture of him, so -- and it didn’t like he was one of those good 
trip pictures, you know, we just see (00:03:22) I mean, he was 
asleep.  So I took my camera out, I turned it on, but it was kind 
of dim in the bus so I needed a flash, so I popped up the flash 
and I was waiting on the flash to charge so I could catch his 
picture. 

 
 Then Antonio who was sitting behind him, said, are you getting 

ready to take a picture of Earl?  And the minute he said that, 
Earl woke up.  So, Reverend Earl popped up the minute that he 
said that and the thing had a spiritual significance to me, 
because on the bus we had music playing, there were 15 people 
on the bus, people were just talking all around, and yet he only 
woke up in the midst of all of this noise, he was in a deep, solid, 
mouth-drizzling sleep, and yet when he heard from a distance, 
in the middle of a deep sleep, when he heard someone call his 
name, even in the middle of a deep sleep, even in the midst of all 
of that noise, there is something about it when he heard his 
name, he snapped to attention. 

 
 And I just want to talk to you for a few minutes today from the 

subject “When God Calls Your Name”.  You can be in the middle 
of somewhat whatever, there is a point that when God calls your 
name, it will wake you out of slumber, it will wake you out of 
sleep, it will call you to attention, it will call you to duty.  No 
matter what, there is something about it, “When God Calls Your 
Name”. 

 
(00:05:05) 
 
 And there was a story once back in the days of when telegraph 

was the fastest mode of communication before we had phones 
and Internet and email and texts and all of that.  When 
telegraph was the fastest method of long distance 
communication, a young man had applied for a job as the Morse 
code operator, that’s the little tapping that they used to send 
telegraph. 
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 And he answered that ad in the newspaper and went to the 
office address that was lifted, but when he got there, there were 
about a dozen other people in the office waiting on that job and 
in that office, it was just filled up with noise, you could hear 
people talking, you could hear all that is noise going around in 
the background and so as he sat there, all of a sudden this young 
man got up and went into the manager’s office. 

 
 And all those people who were there looking around they said 

why did he just get up, he just got here, and he got up and went 
into the manager’s office.  A few minutes later, the manager 
came out and he said, the job has been filled, thank you all very 
much for coming. 

 
 And the folk who were sitting there start to get a little upset, 

they said, hold on, wait a minute, we have been sitting here long 
before this man came in, he just got here, sat here for a few 
minutes, got up, walked in your office and here you are coming 
out here to tell us that the job has been filled, why?  That’s just 
not fair! 

 
 And then the manager said, I am sorry!  But all of the time that 

you had been sitting there, the telegraph has been clicking the 
following message in the background in Morse code.  If you 
understand this message then come right in, the job is yours.  So 
all of you that were sitting there, the message was going on in 
the background but you weren’t paying attention. 

 
 If you had heard the message that was called in your name, you 

would have gotten up like this young man did, come to my office 
and the minute he walked into my office, I knew this was the 
man I wanted to have for the job. 

 
 People, when God is calling your name and see the message in 

the telegraph office, it was an invitation into the office and 
become a participant in that company, but in the same way the 
majority of people allowed the busyness of life to drown out the 
soft and distilled voice of God and they never hear God calling 
their name. 

 
 Some people out in the world say that God is dead that He no 

longer speaks to us.  But if you read Psalms, particularly Psalms 
19, Psalms 19, the Psalm says that. 
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‘The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the 
work of his hands.  Day after day they pour forth speech; night 
after night they display knowledge.  There is no speech or 
language when their voice is not heard.  Their voice goes out into 
all of the earth, their words to the ends of the world.  In the 
heavens He has pitched a tent for the sun, which is like a 
bridegroom coming forth from his pavilion, like a champion 
rejoicing to run his course.  It rises at one end of the heavens 
and makes its circuit to the other; nothing is hidden from its 
heat.’ 
 
Psalms 19 says, God is talking all the time.  That’s why the 
Bible says, ye shall know Him by the things that are made.  
Sometimes I just like to walk and drive out through nature and 
just see the beauty of what God has made. 
 
When your spirit becomes sensitive, you can hear God talking 
when He is not even saying anything.  You can see the beauty of 
God in a tree, you can see His majesty in a flower, you can look 
in someone’s eyes and see the intricacies of how the iris and the 
pupils are made and see the engineering model of God. 
 
When you are tuned to the voice of God, you can see God in 
everything that He has made but there comes a point when God 
will specifically call your name and we will hear a still small 
voice in the back of our head and we will do want to (00:09:49) 
things when we hear God call our name. 
 
We will first of all either obey because generally when God calls 
your name, He is not just calling your name to say, hey, how are 
you doing? 

 
00:10:03 
 
 I remember back in the old days, my father and his company, we 

used to have a salesman and he would always come up and greet 
with, hey!  How are you doing?  Hey!  How are you doing?  And 
it somewhat -- it just irritated my dad.  He said, can’t you say 
something other than hey, how are you doing, all the time?  God 
doesn’t greet you just with, hey!  How are you doing?  Generally 
when God calls your name He’s got something to say to you, He’s 
got a command for you, He has a job for you, He has a course 
change for you, He has an important message from you.  When 
God calls your name there’s usually something that He has to 
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say.  And one of our first responses can be simply to obey, to 
hear the call, to follow the instructions, to obey. 
 
Our second response is to delay.  Not right now, Lord.  Yeah, I 
hear you, I know you are leading me to do that but I am doing 
this right now.  I will get to that later.  I’ll get to that when I get 
a little bit older.  The delay is the second response. 
 
Third response is we will decay the call of God.  Yeah, Lord, I 
hear You to do these ten things but I don’t want to do the three 
up.  We will decay, we will diminish what God is telling or 
calling us to do. 
 
We shrink it down, and generally, people, when God really calls 
you to do something, when God truly calls you, He’s going to 
stretch you.  God is not going to call you to lift 50 pounds when 
you can lift 200.  He is going to say get a shake because I have 
got a 250 pound load for you.  God when He calls you generally 
he will always stretch you beyond where you are.  When God 
calls you, you just say would that be.  Generally you won’t say I 
used to do that, that’s nothing. 
 
Generally when God calls you say, well, can you repeat that 
please?  Usually when God calls you, it’s a big thing, it’s 
something that takes us outside of our comfort zone and we will 
have a tendency to decay or diminish the Word of God. 
 
The fourth response it will often have is just nay.  I don’t think I 
will do it.  I don’t think I will do that.  I am just not going to do 
it.  In one form one another either by simply ignoring His voice 
or by simply saying that we are just not going to do, in one form 
or another we say nay to when God calls our name. 
 
Obey, delay, decay or nay; what’s your response going to be 
when God calls your name? 
 
Once there was a church and they were searching for a new 
pastor, so they had a pastoral search committee and one of the 
members of the committee got up and said I’ve got a letter from 
a prospective candidate that I like to read.  And it is my 
understanding that you have a vacancy in your congregation 
and I would like to apply for the position.  I can’t say that I 
preach very well, in fact I tend to stutter when I speak and get 
stuck for words. 
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I do have a lot of experience as I am 75-years-old.  I only just 
recently had an encounter with God.  I heard a voice which told 
me personally that I was to be the one to be your pastor.  One 
never knows when God will appear right before your very eyes, 
as far as people skills go though I do have a tendency to lose my 
temper every once in a while. 
 
I’m also inclined to want things done my way and can get 
impatient and cranky if it’s not taking care of right-away.  I do 
have a criminal record because I did kill somebody, but since I 
know you are gracious people I know you will believe me when I 
say that it’s all behind me right now.  I intend on showing up 
there on a few weeks to lead you to a brighter future, although I 
was reluctant at first to go to work with you, I still feel called to 
be with you nonetheless.  And the committee member glanced 
up that he finished reading all of the stuff about the prospective 
pastor and he said, well, what do you think?  Is this the right 
person to be our congregation leader or not? 
 
But the committee just had this horrified look on their face.  
You’ve got this old man with no seminary training, he is 
arrogant, he is temperamental, he hears voices, he is an ex 
murderer, and they present him to be our pastor.  So they are 
just asking.  They said, who in the world signed this letter of 
introduction to present this man, and the member said it’s 
signed Moses. 
 
Sometimes God will call us to something and we don’t even 
appear qualified for the job in the eyes of the world, but that 
doesn’t stop you and it shouldn’t stop you when God calls your 
name. 

 
00:14:59 
 
 Jeremiah was still a lad, he didn’t consider himself as a one who 

would stand up and speak out.  Mary was just a young girl when 
she became pregnant.  David was an ordinary (00:15:09) who 
became a great King.  Peter James and John were just ordinary 
fishermen with no evident leadership qualities.  You and I, 
people, just like that.  God calls you and me just ordinary people 
to serve Him in some way.  When God calls you, you know, he’s 
got some very definite in mind for you.  Do you sense that God is 
calling you? 
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Martin Luther King was a young pastor in the late 1950s.  He 
loved to read and write, but he saw himself as a scholar rather 
than a public leader.  A group of leaders in the Black community 
came to King and asked him to help in their calls against 
discrimination.  King begged them not to ask him to join in, but 
they persisted and King finally agreed to help and the rest is 
history.  What are you going to say when God calls your name? 
 
You know when Americans answer the phone, most of them 
simply say, “Hello.” When Germans answer a ringing phone, 
they usually answer with their last name.  In Denmark, the 
Danes will answer with both their first and last names.  
Russians say, “I’m listening.” The French say, “Hello, who’s on 
the line?” Italians greet callers with “Ready” upon which the 
caller demands, “Who’s speaking?” The Spanish give the 
command, “Speak!” The Chinese proclaim, “Hey, hey, who are 
you?” 
 
Moses answered God’s call by saying, “Who am I?” Gideon 
answered by saying, “I am the least in my father’s house.” 
Zechariah answered, “How shall I know this?” Isaiah answered, 
“Here I am.  Send me.”  
 
The story of Samuel beginning at First Samuel.  Now the boy 
named Samuel ministered to the Lord before Eli.  And the word 
of the Lord was rare in those days.  There was no widespread 
revelation and it came to path at that time while Eli was lying 
down in his place, when his eyes had begun to grow slow damn 
that he could not see, and before the lamp of God went out in the 
tabernacle of the Lord where the ark of God was, and while 
Samuel was lying down that the Lord calls Samuel and he 
answered, “Here I am.” 
 
So he ran to Eli and said, “Here I am; for you called me.” And 
Samuel when Eli said, “I did not call; lie down again.” And he 
went and laid down.  Then the Lord called him again “Samuel!” 
So Samuel arose and went to Eli and said, “Here I am; for you 
called me.” He answered “I did not call my son, lie down again.”  
Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord, nor was the word of the 
Lord yet revealed to him.  And the Lord calls, “Samuel!” again 
the third time, so he arose and went to Eli and said, “Here I am; 
for you did call me.” Then Eli perceived that the Lord had called 
the boy; therefore, Eli said to Samuel, “Go lie down, and it shall 
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be if he calls you, that you must say, ‘Speak, Lord, for your 
servant hears.” So Samuel went and laid down in his place.  
Now the Lord came and stood and called as at the other times, 
“Samuel!  Samuel!” and Samuel answered, “Speak, for your 
servant hears then the Lord said to Samuel: “behold I will do 
something in Israel at which both ears of everyone who hears it 
will tingle.  Speak Lord for your servant hears, behold I will do 
something in Israel at which both ears of everyone who hears it 
will tingle. 
 
How many of you when you hear the voice of God calling your 
name are going to say, speak Lord for Your servant hears.  
Speak Lord for Your servant hears.  I am going to do something 
is going to make everybody ears just tingle.  Do you know if you 
follow truly with all that you had so I made to comment on the 
song that has just been sung before I got up to ministered call 
stand when you done all you can I just had to make the public 
(00:19:43) I have done all I can, I just haven’t given it all I have 
got, you just give it all you got, you given God every single drop 
of sweat and blood, and tears and effort.  When you give them 
everything can you imagine what it would be like?  When God 
spoke and called your name. 

 
00:20:02 
 
 If you would say, speak Lord for Your servant hears and I am 

ready to give Your command everything I have got. 
 

Do you know if you did that to folks’ ears, both of them?  God 
will say I will do something both ears are going to tingle; both 
ears are going to tingle.  Can you imagine that if you put 
everything you had, and to the command of God that He had 
given you, do you know you would set some folks’ ears to tingling 
and they would say what has gotten on them, what is 
empowering them, what are they doing, why are they moving, 
why do they have such a zeal, why is stuff happening for them?  
You would set people’s ears to tingling. 

 
When God called your name if we would answer correctly, we 
will either obey, delay, decay, say nay, or best of all speak Lord 
for Your servant, for Your servant is listening, he is ready to do 
whatever You command me to do.  When God calls your name 
you can be in the deepest of sleep.  But there will be something 
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about it that will wake you up in the middle of all of this noise of 
the world.  Speak Lord for Your servant listens. 
 
God is going to call some of you real soon, real soon, real soon 
and you’ve got to decide what answer am I going to give the 
Lord?  What answer am I going to give the Lord? 
 
And as we have heard there is also message (00:21:56) what you 
will do when He calls your name, your response.  Many of us we 
get so busy in life.  There is working and school and family and 
television and Internet, even when we play we are telling God 
all of our issues and we don’t take time to stop and just even 
listen to see what He’s saying unto to us.  It’s so hard sometimes 
like that telegraph work is to get a message through to us.  We 
are in an age of communication where it’s easier to communicate 
what he got other but it’s harder than ever for God to get a 
message through to us.  We have got so much to entertain us 
that we push them out was all of the distraction. 
 
And before we go, I just want to take 60 seconds of just silence 
because God may even have something that He had been 
wanting to tell someone of you right now that just hadn’t been 
able to get through to you than too busy.  And I tell you, when 
you get too busy, for God you are too busy.  So in case there has 
been something that He wants to say to you.  I want to just take 
60 seconds and it may have been all week long you may not have 
even had a 60 seconds slot in your schedule of just stealing us 
what God can speak onto you. 
 

 And before you begin Pastor James is definitely tuned into the 
spirit.  Normally when people come for salvation and they come 
for membership and I’ll stand there with the brothers, but today 
I was hearing God speak, you just stay seated, and I just want 
you to pray for those who come up.  So I’d stay sitting down and 
of the ten people who came up for salvation and membership, I 
just plead at the blood of Jesus and just pray it over. 
 
So sometimes God when He calls your name He doesn’t even 
wants you to speak up sometimes, sometimes He wants you to 
shut up, but you have to be sensible.  So Pastor James was dead 
in tune with what God had told me to do by just asking you for 
60 seconds, for those of you even listening electronically, just for 
60 seconds, don’t turn off your computer or stop your MP3 
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player, just let it keep rolling, but for 60 seconds you just bow 
your heads and do just like Pastor James has asked. 
 

00:24:50 
 

 Amen!  Amen! 
 
 Seems like longer than minute and that tells you how often we 

have been just anytime listener.  That was just one minute, that 
was just 60 seconds, just 60 seconds, and some others are not 
even taking just one minute a day out of 24 hours, 60 minutes in 
each hour, you are not taking one minute a day just to the one 
who’s created it all, just to get His instructions. 
 
The one who knows more houses on the Internet, more than any 
man, the wise of them all, were asking friends and everybody 
else about situations in our life, going to see counselors 
sometimes we don’t stop and seek the one who has all the assets. 
 
Amen!  Amen! 

 
 For those of you watching by television or listening 

electronically you can go to BrothersofTheWord.com and send 
this message absolutely free when God calls your name because 
God is getting ready to call some of you right now who are 
hearing this message. 

 
We thank you for joining us today at Brothers of The Word, 
because brother, you need the word. 

 
[Applause] 
 

Amen!  Amen!   
 
Female Speaker: You are listening to BrothersofTheWord.com.  This was the 

message titled ‘When God Calls Your Name’ by Nathaniel 
Bronner.  This messages number 5590, that’s 5590.  To listen to 
over a thousand free messages or to send this message number 
5590 to a friend go to BrothersofTheWord.com.  Listen to 
BrothersofTheWord.com often, because brother, you need the 
word. 

 
[Music] 
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