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Nathaniel Bronner:  When we are hurt, when we are captive, when we are in 
situations that are unpleasant, we can either hurt with God or 
we can hurt without God. 

 
Female Speaker: You are listening to BrothersofTheWord.com.  This is part 1 of 

the message titled God Has A Plan, Babylon by Nathaniel 
Bronner.  This message is number 5593, that’s 5593.  Listen to 
over a thousand free messages on BrothersofTheWord.com. 

 
[Music] 
 

And now for 5593, God Has A Plan, Babylon Part 1. 
 

Nathaniel Bronner:  Welcome to Brothers of The Word, because brother, you need 
the word. 

 
[Applause] 
 

And if you would run the first clip that I have, the video, make 
sure the volume is up on it.  The leader of the A-Team was John 
“Hannibal” Smith, Colonel Smith and always the A-Team was 
brought in to do these very difficult and sometimes impossible 
missions and jobs for people.  I say, when you couldn’t get it 
done anyway else, call the A-Team if you can find them.  And 
one thing that Colonel Hannibal always said at the end he said, 
“I love it when a plan comes together.” You all know the 
statement.  “I love it when a plan comes together, and I want to 
read a verse that all of us are familiar with Jeremiah 29:11, and 
it reads in the NIV version, For I know the plans I have for you,” 
declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, 
plans to give you hope and a future.” The King James Version 
says, “For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith 
the Lord, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an 
expected end.” And I want to talk to you today from the subject 
God Has A Plan, and this is part 1 of 3 subtitled Babylon. 
 
God Has A Plan, Babylon.  In the Book of Matthew, first 
chapter, Matthew begins with the genealogy of Jesus and in the 
17th verse it sums it up and says, “So all the generations from 
Abraham to David are fourteen generations; and from David 
until the carrying away unto Babylon are fourteen generations; 
and from the carrying away into Babylon unto Christ are 
fourteen generations.  And these are the 42 generations that 
produce the Christ, and we talked about Abraham.  You have 
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heard plenty of sermons dealing with Abraham.  We have talked 
about David, you heard plenty of sermons dealing with David 
and Goliath and his kingdom and Bathsheba and all of that. 
 
But many of you have never heard a sermon to understand the 
carrying away into Babylon.  We don’t talk about that but yet 
here in the coming of Jesus, the 42 generation that talks about 
Abraham, talks about David, it talks about the carrying away 
into Babylon or what’s commonly called the Babylonian 
captivity and then the Christ.  And we talk about Abraham, we 
talk about David, we talk about Jesus, but no one mentions the 
Babylonian captivity because we like to talk about pleasant 
stuff, we like to talk about the good feelings. 
 
We don’t want to deal with the rough stuff of life, we want to 
talk about the check is in the mail, we want to talk about, I see 
you are getting ready to go on a trip, I see you are getting a 
raise, I see you are prospering, we don’t want to talk about the 
negative stuff.  But yet here in the generations of Jesus, twice in 
that single verse, it talks about the carrying away into Babylon 
and is God impressed upon me today to just do what God has a 
plan, he said, begin with Babylon because too often my people 
just used (00:04:47), itching ears, and they just want to hear the 
stuff that just make them shout and dance and make them feel 
free, sometimes what you call that spiritual narcotics that make 
us forget all of our problems and that’s necessary, that’s good.  
We need that sometime.  But in sometime you didn’t know about 
Babylon. 
 

(00:05:05) 
 
There is a reason it’s there.  There is a reason and we don’t 
understand the reason, tell them about Babylon and many 
Christians they don’t even know what the Babylonian captivity 
is or was, and in Jeremiah the 25th chapter beginning at the 
eighth verse, “Therefore thus saith the LORD of hosts; Because 
ye have not heard my words, behold, I will send and take all the 
families of the north,” saith the LORD, “and Nebuchadnezzar 
the King of Babylon, My servant, and will bring them against 
this land and against the inhabitants thereof, and against all 
these nations round about; and will utterly destroy them and 
make them an astonishment and in hissing and perpetual 
desolations. 
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Moreover, I will take from them the voice of mirth and the voice 
of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom and the voice of the 
bride, the sound of the millstones and the light of the candle and 
this whole land shall be a desolation and an astonishment and 
these nations shall serve the King of Babylon 70 years. 
 
And it shall come to pass, when 70 years are accomplished then 
I will punish the King of Babylon, and that nation, saith the 
LORD, for their iniquity, and the land of the Chaldeans, and 
will make it perpetual desolations. 
 
And I will bring upon that land all my words which I have 
pronounced against it, even all that is written in this book, 
which Jeremiah hath prophesied against all the nations. 
 
For many nations and great kings shall serve themselves of 
them also: and I will recompense them according to their deeds, 
and according to the works of their own hands. 
 
This was the prelude and you understand this as I get further 
into, this was the prelude of the Babylonian captivity. 
 
What God said in a nutshell, He said, look, because you have 
done what I told you to do, my servant Nebuchadnezzar of 
Babylon, as people always talk about Babylon is an evil nation.  
He isn’t my server. 
 
God got everybody in his hands, that’s how He was able to 
harden (00:07:29) heart.  God to manipulate every leader in the 
land.  He can change him, influence, send stuff and that, God is 
all-powerful and He said, I am going to send them in here to 
capture you, to enslave you, to create desolation because you 
have not obeyed my word and you are going to be in captivity for 
70 years. 
 
We always think God is an all loving God, and He is, but He is a 
father, and sometimes daddy got to pull out to switch for the 
children.  Now let me understand with all of you sophisticated 
folk, what a switch is.  Because the modern child psychology, 
that is you don’t spank children, you put them in timeout.  But I 
know when my daddy -- yeah, he had some timeout already, he 
took timeout to put you behind, yeah he had timeout. 
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So sometimes a good daddy, when the child won’t listen, when 
the child won’t obey, a good daddy has to pull out a switch and 
God carries a pretty big switch.  He said, I am going to influence 
this nation to come against you and we will conquer you and we 
will enslave you for 70 years. 
 
Now, people, I want you to understand, God says, 70 years.  Now 
can you imagine, if a woman was pregnant, when the 
Babylonian captivity began, it means that her child would have 
been born in captivity and because the average lifespan was 70 
years, her child would have been born in captivity and would 
have died in captivity.   
 
So, any woman who was pregnant when the Babylonian 
captivity began, that children would only know captivity and 
nothing else and this is the heavy part, these were first of all the 
chosen children of God, not the infidels, these were the chosen 
children of God and it was God who did it. 
 

00:09:57 
 
70 years literally an entire lifetime God enslaved the people and 
three things about this if you were that child who was born in 
captivity.  Number 1, you haven’t even done anything that you 
will do.  When you came out of the womb you were in a mess.  
When you came out, some of you were born out of mess.  When 
you came out daddy was gone, momma was strong out 
somewhere.  When you came out you were in a mess, when you 
came out you were in Babylon, and you land on a thing that you 
know all you were born into it. 

 
So due to the inequities of the parents and sometimes down to 
the third and the fourth generation you were born into it and 
you have no idea why; why was I born, and this is one of the 
philosophical debates in religion.  How can two innocent 
children be born in such opposite circumstances? There are some 
answers that I will have an old philosophical creature has, there 
is something only God knows, but I can’t tell you this he makes 
no mistakes, I can’t tell you this everything in the universe is 
ordered just because we don’t understand it, just because our 
little limited pea-brain does not comprehend because we can’t 
figure out our own stuff much less the deep stuff. 
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So sometimes we are born into this stuff, and people, it makes a 
difference who you were born to [unintelligible] about that.  You 
born into back alley to a cracking, you have got some issues, 
start now, you have got some issues, you born up in back-end 
you in much better shape, your chances of where you go, go in 
life are tremendously influenced by the condition in which you 
were born in, if you were born in a back-end to a crack-head 
you’ve got problems.  Bottom line, you got a problem to start 
now and you have got some real issues to be honest about it 
most people can never overcome, they are born into it and they 
die into.  That’s just reality of it.  They are born into it and they 
die in it. 
 
You born up in back-end, your mom and daddy, your dad is a 
doctor, your mother is a professor, you are living in a million 
dollar house, you have got some opportunities, you’ve got some 
differences as you born in a feather bed with a silver spoon, 
that’s a difference in life and your life is going to turn out 
different.  That doesn’t mean it’s not guaranteed, I am talking 
about probabilities.  Just because you born to a crack head and 
the -- it doesn’t guarantee that you are not going to go to college 
and become a doctor, it’s not guaranteed you are not going to 
become a (00:12:38) if your probabilities. 
 
And the reality of it is those are the probabilities, so your birth 
condition, if you were born to the momma just as a Babylonian 
captivity began you will go have a different set of problems and 
if you were son of the King, simple as that.  So number one you 
hadn’t even sent because you coming up for the umbilical cord 
and even be cut and you already in a mess and you hadn’t even 
done anything. 
 
Number two, you would know why you were there, and your 
powers generally won’t even tell you they messed up.  See I can 
pretty much guarantee you that even though the prophet 
Jeremiah may have spoken it to the children of Israel when they 
in captivity none of those parents they will say let me tell you 
while we captive of it, because your dad and your momma went 
to worship him idols, the Lord God had told us don’t worship an 
idol, the Lord had told us to do it and then we didn’t do it they 
didn’t tell the children because folk will tell you when they mess 
up and when they don’t do what God tells you they are going to 
put it on, no, we can never, but a reason I am here we as we 
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called the evil king that because there was (00:13:51) why we 
didn’t have that captivity. 
 
God told then while because you did not obey my word and when 
you did not obey my word you call a whole series and sequences 
of events to start happening and a one king (00:14:09) God put it 
on his heart to start and look, go over there and call those folks 
because they are not listening to wheat I told them to do.  Mom 
and daddy are not going to tell the child that. 
 
So you haven’t done anything and your parents they are not 
going to tell you that they have done anything. 
 
Number three, you are not going to know how to get out.  See 
when you born back in the Elle child of a crack-head, momma 
don’t know how to get out, dad (00:14:40) not even then, 
(00:14:42) and he could beat it. 
 

(00:14:45) 
 
So no one around you knows how to get out of the situation, so if 
no one around you knows how to get out there is a strong 
probability you are not going either, so you haven’t done 
anything and your parents are not going to tell you that they 
have done anything and you are in a mess and no one around 
you knows how to get out of the mess therefore; you don’t know 
how to get out of the mess. 
 
So the Babylonian captivity by its very nature has some 
inherent difficulties, that the vast majority of people cannot 
overcome.  Preachers even in the Babylonian captivity, they 
can’t get out (00:15:28) as anybody else.  Preachers can you pay 
the bill, preachers on the multiple marriages, preachers sink, we 
know the word because sometimes you still can’t get out. 

 
See all of the priests who were captured in the Babylonian 
captivity they couldn’t get out either, it was locked up and they 
were in person, they couldn’t get out.  So the Babylonian 
captivity it’s a part of the lineage of Jesus but we never talk 
about it, we never talk about it. 
 
You see, we all know Jeremiah 29:11.  I know the plans I have 
for you, see that’s a good verse.  O ho, ho, yeah, you get to that 
verse? Ooh yes.  (00:16:10) For I know the plans I have for you, 
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plans to prosper you, all plans to build you up I have got good 
plans, oh yeah, that’s a verse.  We know that verse.  Most 
Christians can quote Jeremiah 29:11 but none of them know 
29:10. 
 
We can quote 29:11 all day long, for I know the plans of folks 
just rattling on.  I know the plans.  I know the plans that I have 
for you.  Plans that prosper you.  Oh your plans to give me some 
money.  I know the plan.  Lord got plans for me.  The Lord got 
plans for me.  We know 29:11, but no one knows 29:10.  It’s the 
verse right before 29:11.  And see, when you take it out of 
context it’s really not what God said.  When you take it out of 
context it’s just not what God said, but this is what 29:10 says. 
 
“For thus saith the Lord.” Who says it? [The Lord] It is not 
Pastor Nathaniel saying this.  This is what the Lord says, “For 
thus saith --” right before the part where He talks about, He 
going prosperous, right before that.  “For thus saith the Lord 
that after 70 years be accomplished at Babylon, I will visit you, 
and perform my good word toward you, in causing you to return 
to this place, for I know the plans I have for you.” 
 
But the part we don’t catch here is after 70 years.  After you 
stayed in this captivity, 70 years, and see, most of the adults 
who were captured died in the captivity.  For I know the plans 
that I have for you, plans to prosper you after 70 years, and 
some of us don’t understand that we got to go do some stuff and 
we may die in the stuff.  I am not any good preacher.  I know, 
trust me, I understand, (00:18:33) to be honest about it. 
 
Most of you all will become the multimillionaires.  I want just to 
be honest about it, I mean, I wish you will be able to take, but 
most of you all are not going to become multimillionaires.  If you 
are struggling now to pay your bills you can do a little bit better 
but you probably won’t become a multimillionaire.  It’s the 
bottom line, straight truth.  So I am not going to sit here and 
butter you up, and powder you up and paint some flower, a 
picture.  I heard one man stand up and he is like, oh, you all 
don’t get wrong, I will say what in a world is that man talking 
about, I ain’t going to lie to you right now.  I am just not going to 
lie. 
 
That’s one thing you say about Nathaniel and he is a man with 
no guy laying or lie to you about that, not mostly you all are not 
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going to become multimillionaire.  To be honest about it a good 
percent of struggling (00:19:18) struggling.  I have had God 
speak (00:19:20) some people would tell him and I heard God 
they are going to die in their struggle I couldn’t tell them that, I 
am just one of a prophet (00:19:28) go tell them.  I won’t go tell 
them and I just heard God, this is clear, they go die in their 
struggle.  I won’t go tell them that, I mean, I will try not to have 
any (00:19:40) tell them. 
 

00:19:41 
 
So here in 29:10 God says, after 70 years, after you have been 
held in this captivity, after you’ve been gone through this 
slavery, after you have been prison for 70 years for I know the 
plans that I have for you.  I won’t prosper you after 70 years. 
 
There is sometimes, people, a season, that we will have to go 
through.  The problem is we don’t understand the season and 
oftentimes the season -- it’s not oftentimes, it’s all the time.  
Anytime we have to go through a rough season, all the time as 
longer than what we want. 

 
 I don’t know, anybody who is going through a rough season and 

it just -- you know, Pastor, that really wouldn’t add -- everybody 
that’s gone through a rough season, it’s always longer than what 
we want, always.  But can you imagine, that’s why the carrying 
away into Babylon is in the genealogy of Jesus, it’s in that 70 
verse mentioned twice, that’s why it’s a simple reference point 
but no one ever talks about it.  And almost most of the people 
who even hear the word of God are in Babylon, in bondage, and 
in captivity in some form or another and we don’t ever talk 
about it. 

 
70 years, but we need to understand it and I can open up your 
eyes to something, because I know the plan God has for me, 
plans to prosper me and not to harm me.  Plans to give me a 
hope in the future but sometimes the Babylon is longer than I 
figured, it’s tougher than I figured. 
 
Sometimes it is 70 years and 70 years is about a winking of 
God’s eye in a long time to me.  See, it may be quick, a thousand 
years maybe just a day to the LORD, but I mean a year is a long 
time to us, and the more pain you are in, the slower the time 
moves.  It’s a way of the temporal shift with the human 
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consciousness.  For example, let’s just say you are single and you 
dated, and you don’t found just the love of your life.  You can sit 
there with the love of your life and all day, that like you to go 
thus real quick that you just got there, you just got there, 
anytime they go, you just got there (00:22:05) but you just got 
there. 
 
But let your hand get on the hot stove for just a minute and you 
are here to face it.  Just the hot second, that hot second seems 
like an eternity.  So when you are in pain, time crawls to a stop, 
when you are in pleasure, time flies.  So when we are in 
Babylon, sometimes not only is it a long time, it seems even 
longer than it really is because we are in pain.  For thus saith 
the LORD, that after 70 years be accomplished at Babylon, I will 
visit you a long, long, long, long, long time. 
 
Now the thing about it is still what is long is a captivity in 
Egypt.  Matter of fact that was less than 20% of the captivity in 
Egypt.  You would have figured, so would have learned.  Do you 
understand what I mean? Wouldn’t you think so? You would 
have figured so would have learned, turn to the person and tell 
him, you would have figured, so would have learned after they 
went to a rough time, one time.  See, you would have figured 
(00:23:34) that wasn’t the first time God put a folk in a long 
captivity.  You would have figured a folk would have learned, 
but this is another thing about human -- I am not going to 
weight myself.  Some stuff (00:23:46) made a mistake on 
(00:23:49). 
 
I will just be honest but as some stuff I have done and it is not 
the first time, but you would have figured they would have 
learned the first time.  But we just have to sometime go through 
the stuff all over, and over, and over and over, and over, and 
oftentimes because we will never change the pattern, we die in 
Babylon. 
 
So many Christians were messed up because we don’t believe 
that God will perform His chastising word.  See, we believe we 
have performed His grace word, but we don’t believe He will 
perform His chastising word and when you look at the grace 
that God gave the people, He gave the grace multiple times 
before He went to chastising, but I believe His chastising words 
and that’s why the Babylon in proverbs says three times, the 
beginning -- fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom or 
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knowledge.  I am scared of God.  I will be just -- I love God, I 
respect.  I am scared of God.  I will just be honest.  I am scared 
of God. 
 

(00:25:00) 
 
God can get kind of rough when he pulls out to switch and I just 
does not have to deal with that switch, that’s what the 
Babylonian captivity was all about and usually with each and 
every one of us that’s what our captivity is all about, when you 
trace it back, it’s either us, our parents, or our parent’s parents, 
that’s what it’s all about.  We are passing this all well in good 
but what you do about that? 
 
See, first of all when I am placed on a captive situation or when 
I got rough stuff, number one, I still have to trust God.  God just 
told me one because sometime I have got to admit, I have some 
issues with God, I have been honest with you.  I have some 
issues with God, there’s some stuff God tell me.  He says, well, I 
won’t do that.  He makes sense, but I have learned, you all say 
pastor has learned [Pastor has learned].  I have learned by 
disobeying God that switch is rough. 
 
I remember one time, I said Lord, I just really don’t want to do 
that, and God told me this.  He said what choice do you have but 
to trust me, and you know He was right, I had two options, I can 
either trust God or just not do what He says.  I had two options 
and I knew even if I didn’t want to do what He said, I knew that 
to just turn my back on God, the consequences were going to be 
a whole, whole, whole that worse.  You don’t have any choice but 
to trust me and it goes back to whether you are willing to believe 
what God said in Jeremiah 20:19.  Now 20:19, like this is a verse 
that most you haven’t even heard before.  You heard 29:11 all 
day long but not 20:19. 
 
Now if you could imagine that if you were a Jew at that time 
and you were in exile in Babylon.  It’s not easy that you are 
going to be in Babylon for 70 years because that means you are 
going to die there.  You are 20-30 years old, 70 years you are 
going to be 90-100 years old, (00:26:58).  You ain’t going to be 
around.  That’s just the bottom line.  So if you heard God speak 
that you are going to die.  But on the other hand God is 
promising to bring His children home, sooner or later.  I see 
that’s one of the promises that all of us have even if we are in 
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Babylon because He is going to bring you home one day.  
Because the promise of all of the glory is not here on this place 
anyway and we still have the ultimate promise that I know the 
plans that I have for you, plans to prosper you and not to harm 
you. 
 
Think of it this way, if you were a Jew in Babylon, in one sense 
it didn’t matter whether you believe in God or not because you 
are going to still be in Babylon either way, people who believed 
in Babylon were stuck in Babylon, people who didn’t believe in 
God were stuck in Babylon, so either way you were stuck, 
captive, in slavery, stuck in Babylon, but here is the difference. 
 
When we are hurt, when we are captive, when we are in 
situations that are unpleasant, we can either hurt with God or 
we can hurt without God, bottom line, bottom line because let 
me tell you something, people, you are going through some hurt 
in your life.  I mean, anybody who tells you otherwise, you are 
going through some hurt, sooner or later something got messed 
which you will vote, sooner or later, and -- and when that 
happens you’ve got one or two choices, you can hurt with God or 
you can hurt without God and sometimes people we go through 
some serious hurts. 
 
I know, I get prayer request or sometimes people will come to 
the prayer meeting and they will have what they call it’s an 
unspoken request.  You know what’s meant by unspoken? An 
unspoken request is oftentimes a hurt or it’s a pain so deep that 
they can’t even talk about it without crying.  It’s something that 
they can’t even write and they can’t even send it a thousand 
miles away by email because the hurt is so deep, they can’t even 
write it.  So there are some things that we will go through, some 
situations in a life that we will face, it is so painful, it just brings 
tears but that’s what’s called it’s the intersection between 
Biblical faith and the reality of this fallen world. 
 
And when we get to that intersection, we either hurt with God 
or we can hurt without God, but that’s -- that’s all where they 
go.  I understand some folk in Babylon, or maybe in Babylon 
myself, what do I do, what do I do if I am stuck in Babylon? 
What do I do if I am stuck in a situation? What do I do if I am 
stuck in a job that I can’t get out of? What do I do if I am stuck 
in a relationship that I can’t get out of? What do I do if I am 
stuck in prison? What do I do if I am in a situation that I can’t 
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get out of? If I am captive, what do I do? Do you know God told 
us what to do? 
 

(00:30:00) 
 

See, He knew that He was going to send them into the 
Babylonian captivity and He knew He was going to send them 
there for 70 years, He knew most of them would die in captivity.  
God never sends you anywhere that He does not equip you to 
handle.  Always remember that.  God will never send you.  Now 
the devil will send you somewhere, but not God.  God will never 
send you somewhere that you are not equipped to handle 
especially when you follow and listen to His words.  He told the 
folk what to do and how to handle captivity.  That’s in 
Jeremiah’s 29 starting in the 4th verse. 
 
This is what the Lord Almighty, the God of Israel says to all 
those I carried into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon, let me 
paraphrase it.  This is what God is saying to all of you all who 
are in trouble right now.  If you are in trouble, if you are in hurt, 
if you are in pain, this is what God is saying to you.  “Build 
houses and settle down; plant gardens and eat what they 
produce.  Marry and have sons and daughters; find wives for 
your sons and give your daughters in marriage, so that they too 
may have sons and daughters.  Increase in number there; do not 
decrease.  Also, seek the peace and prosperity of the city to 
which I have carried you into exile.  Pray to the Lord for it, 
because if it prospers, you too will prosper.” 
 
Yes, this is what the Lord Almighty, the God of Israel, says: “Do 
not let the prophets and diviners among you deceive you.  Do not 
listen to the dreams you encourage them to have.  They are 
prophesying lies to you in my name.  I have not sent them,” 
declares the Lord.  This is what the Lord says: “When 70 years 
are completed for Babylon, I will come to you and fulfill my 
gracious promise to you to bring you back to this place.  For I 
know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “Plans to 
prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a 
future.  Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me, 
and I will listen to you.  You will seek me and find me when you 
seek me with all of your heart.  I will be found by you,” declares 
the Lord, “and will bring you back from captivity.  I will gather 
you from all the nations and places where I have banished you,” 
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declares the Lord, “and will bring you back to the place from 
which I carried you into exile.” 
 
You may say, “The Lord has raised up prophets for us in 
Babylon,” but this is what the Lord says about the king who sits 
on David’s throne and all the people who remain in this city, 
your countrymen who did not go with you into the exile.  Yes, 
this is what the Lord Almighty says: “I will send the sword, 
famine and plague against them and I will make them like poor 
figs that are so bad they cannot be eaten.  I will pursue them 
with the sword, famine and plague and will make them 
abhorrent to all the kingdoms of the earth, and an object of 
cursing and horror, of scorn and reproach, among all the nations 
where I drive them.  For they have not listened to my words,” 
declares the Lord, “words that I sent to them again and again by 
my servants the prophets.  And you exiles have not listened 
either,” declares the Lord. 
 
Now this is the point, for the people who were in exile, in 
captivity, God told first of all the folk who escaped and didn’t 
come, they didn’t escape me because he told what he did, matter 
of fact he said those of you over here are Babylon folk who were 
left there.  Sometimes your situation that appears so bad, when 
you are really looking at objective and you ain’t doing so bad.  
God was saying, see the folk over in Babylon they were just 
mourning that they were in Babylon and God said the folk who 
were left there, this is what happened, I will send them through 
famine, I will send them through pastors and I will destroy 
them.  That’s what He said.  So He said you are over here in 
better shape.  Sometimes our first change of getting us out of 
captivity is to even realize, man, I am not that bad of a shape. 
 
I remember when I went to prison and I preach -- not in prison, 
but I went to preach in prison and while I was there, there were 
about 800 men in their prison, there were 600 in that 
auditorium and after I talked to the men, I went up and shook 
about 200 of their hands and what I noticed, normally if I shake 
a whole lot of people’s hands you are drained, there’s something 
about the energy of transferring to that many people just drains 
you.  But I noticed after the -- I wasn’t drained at all, and I 
looked at all of the prisoners, their eyes were just as white and 
clear, all of them were slender and in good shape, and I am 
trying to think to myself, why they did not drain me, why all the 
eyes so clear, and on my way back, I realized, they have got no 
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pressure, they have got no pressure, you tell them when to get 
up every morning, when you go to bed, what to do during the 
day, you got not to worry about the rent, not to worry a job, ain’t 
got no relationship to worry about, they don’t have any pressure. 
 

(00:35:09) 
 
I said, that’s why they didn’t dream, and that’s why their eyes 
were so clear, they couldn’t overeat, everybody is just as slim as 
they could be because you can’t overeat, you can’t (00:35:17), you 
know, you can’t overeat. 

 
 So I began to realize even if I had to spend the rest of my days in 

jail, I could learn to be happy because there are positives and 
negatives of every situation.  So God was trying to show the 
people in Babylon the folk who left over there and were in shape 
than you are. 

 
So number one He told the people -- when they are captured and 
they go to Babylon, He told them build houses and settle down, 
plant gardens and eat what they produce.  He basically said, go 
to work, plant your food, eat your food, carry on about your life 
even if you in captivity, and then He said another deep thing, He 
said, seek the peace and prosperity of the city to which I have 
carried you into exile, that’s deep. 
 
A lot of folks praying against the US, cursing the US, they ain’t 
got a sense enough to know.  You understand what I mean? He 
says seek the peace and prosperity, this is the nation that has 
captured them, God tells the people pray for the peace and 
prosperity of Babylon because you are in it, and if Babylon is at 
war, if Babylon is not prosperous, if Babylon is not at peace, 
neither will you be, and some people don’t have sense enough to 
understand if the United States is not prosperous, if the United 
States is not -- pray for the city where you are because you are 
in it. 

 
 If you are in a company and you are working for a company don’t 

be cursing and condemning the company, pray for the peace and 
prosperity of the company because you don’t understand that if 
the company starts going down and they come back and say, 
look, we got to lay all to staff, pray for the peace and prosperity 
of wherever you are, it’s a basic principle, it does two things, 
your prayers will help the city or the nation or the company 
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where you are, first thing it will do; second thing it will do, it 
will keep on that evil eye out of your heart. 

 
 Because if you are anywhere and of all you are doing is running 

down the place, folk do churches like that, if you got to go to a 
nation or -- folk do churches like that.  I have had people they 
just running down the church, running the church (00:37:47).  
And this is where you live, and you don’t have sense enough to 
pray for the peace and prosperity wherever God has you.  Look if 
you have a church and you got to run down that church you need 
to get out of that church, it will do use them good, but oftentimes 
what happens is you go to the next church and the same thing 
start to happen all over again. 

 
 So understand how God told the people to react and to behave 

even in captivity, pray for the peace and the prosperity of the 
very folk who have captured you.  70 years is a lifetime so all the 
generations from Abraham to David are 14 generations and 
from David until the carrying away into Babylon are 14 
generations and from the carrying away into Babylon unto 
Christ are 14 generations.  Before Jesus the Bible talks about 
the lifetime of captivity. 

 
 And there is no escape from pain suffering in this world, Job 

said, man, born of woman is of few days and full of trouble, even 
if he won’t born of a woman he would be born in test tube, is 
still, few days full of trouble.  But Jesus said I came to set the 
captives free, but before Jesus was a lifetime of captivity.  God 
has oftentimes facilitated our captivity just a Biblical rule and 
anybody who argue with that you have not read your Bible. 

 
 God oftentimes has facilitated our captivity, but He has given us 

guidelines of how to survive and to prosper, build your houses, 
plant your gardens, eat thereof, marry, have children, but the 
most important thing, pray for the peace and prosperity of 
wherever you are. 

 
00:39:58 
 

And when you go to prayer for -- oh that’s why God said in New 
Testament, look, if you don’t forgive others God cannot forgive 
you.  See, if they could, it’s a principle, it’s New Testament but 
an Old Testament, there is nothing in the New Testament as 
truly new, an Old Testament stuff.  If they were captured and 
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they refuse to forgive their captors how could God forgive them 
for the sin and the transgressor that got them land in the first 
place? 

 
 So God had to tell the people pray for these folk that have 

captured you because you ain’t that clean yourself.  So no matter 
what we figure how bad other folk are, when you really look into 
mirror I got on a white suit but to be honest I ain’t that clean 
myself, I got some issues and that’s why priest have to put on 
roles to cover up the dirt of the flesh, and everything in the flesh 
got I don’t care who you think you are or how clean or some folk 
cleaner than other, I will admit that, but everybody got dirt and 
filth and everybody needs forgiveness and everybody at one 
point in the life and world goes through Babylon.  And you need 
to know how to survive and prosper even in the midst of 
captivity and that stuff becomes a mindset and the mentality 
and following what God has told you to do. 

 
 Some of those of you right now who think you are in captivity 

pray for the peace and prosperity of your captor.  See if they 
became in peace and more prosperous they may not be given you 
so much trouble.  Pray for the peace and prosperity of your 
captor.  Babylon is real, there are no accidents, there are no 
coincidences in a world ruled in divine, law and order.  If he has 
got every hair on our head counted in number, do you think 
there is anything in this world as accidentally have or just 
happened, not a thing.  God has ordered everything, so whatever 
is going on in your world you may not understand it, but it is 
order of God and generally we smack it in the middle of that 
thing in some form or fashion and even if you were born in it 
God has granted you the power to get out of it, and if you can’t 
get out of it He has granted you the power to exist in it in piece 
because that’s what I saw by jail, I think was Elbridge Cleaver, 
he was one of the early black panthers and he went abroad 
because he has so many problems with the US, and US did have 
a lot of problems, and I don’t diminish that, it had a lot of racial 
issues and a lot of stuff. 

 
 But he went abroad, he went to another country, when he got 

back he said, I rather be in jail in the US than free in Wales.  
We got so much here, there is so much, but oftentimes our minds 
are blocked to all of the blessing, and see, real captivity today is 
not in chains, it’s around in mind, real captivity is mental, it’s no 
longer physical than this country, it’s mental.  So the demonic 
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forces, the satanic forces and the fleshly forces have you bound 
in your mind, and if you cannot break those chains you’ll die in 
Babylon.  Jesus came to set the captives free.  This is part one, 
‘God Has a Plan’ and He just loves it when a plan comes 
together. 

 
 We thank you for joining us today at Brothers of the Word, 

because brother, you need the word.  I am going to have Pastor 
James to come and close this out. 

 
[Applause] 
 
Female Speaker: You are listening to BrothersofTheWord.com.  This is Part 1 of the 

message titled God Has A Plan, Babylon by Nathaniel Bronner.  
This message is number 5593, that’s 5593.  To listen to over a 
thousand free messages or to send this message number 5593 to 
a friend, go to BrothersofTheWord.com.  Listen to 
BrothersofTheWord.com often, because brother, you need the 
word. 

 
[Music] 
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