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Nathaniel Bronner: Hang around somebody good, hang around somebody 
going somewhere, hang around somebody talking positive, hang 
around somebody that’s on fire for God.  

 
Female Speaker: You are listening to BrothersofTheWord.com.  This is Part 3 of 

the message titled The ABC's Of Blessings And Cursings, 
subtitled Who Is With You Who Shouldn't Be? by Nathaniel 
Bronner.  This message is #5599, that’s 5599.  Listen to over a 
thousand free messages on BrothersofTheWord.com. 

 
[Music] 
 

And now for 5599, The ABC's Of Blessings And Cursings, Part 3.  
Who Is With You Who Shouldn't Be? 

 
Nathaniel Bronner: Welcome to the Brothers of The Word, because brother, 

you need the Word. 
 
[Applause] 
 

And today’s message is Part III of the series called The ABC's of 
Blessing and Cursing, action equals blessing or cursing, and we 
are studying from the Book of Deuteronomy, Chapter 28.  The 
first couple of verses of that chapter read: 
 
“Now it shall come to pass, if you diligently obey the voice of the 
Lord your God, to observe carefully all His commandments 
which I command you today, that the Lord your God will set you 
high above all nations of the earth.  And all these blessings shall 
come upon you and overtake you, because you obey the voice of 
the Lord your God.” 
 
The first 14 verses of the 28th Chapter of Deuteronomy deal 
with the blessings, but the next verses, almost three-and-a-half 
times as many, deal with the curses.  
 
And Deuteronomy 28:15 begins: 
 
“But it shall come to pass, if you do not obey the voice of the 
LORD your God, to observe carefully all His commandments and 
His statutes which I command you today, that all these curses 
will come upon you and overtake you.” 
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And I am speaking about the seven areas of blessings and 
cursings and I have ordered them by the number of words 
devoted to each one of the blessings and cursings in 
Deuteronomy Chapter 28.  
 
And the first of the blessings and cursings I dealt with on the 
last message and the first one was food; food was the first 
blessing and cursed area that God outlined.  That’s why having 
the food, be ye content, it was the first one, and I dealt with that 
in detail in that message. 
 
And the second one -- food had roughly 450 words just devoted to 
food, the second one, with 420 words, and the first one and the 
second one, both of these has over double of the third, and the 
third one only had 190 words.  So it was in these first two that 
the vast majority of the blessings and cursing were concentrated 
in; the first food and then the second area.  
 
And the second area of blessing and curses was protection from 
and victory over enemies, protection from and victory over 
enemies. 
 
Now, when you dealt with the Old Testament and really it’s not 
really Old Testament, like I said, anytime you really studied the 
Bible carefully, there is nothing happening then that’s not 
happening now.   
 
See, in the Old Testament they had military enemies who would 
come in and conquer the land and take all that stuff and enslave 
the people, and kill people, that’s still happening today.  You 
have got just as many armed conflicts today as you have ever 
had all over the earth.  The difference is we live in a blessed 
land and just as we have an overabundance of food, hardly 
anyone under the sound of my voice has ever been on the soil of 
the United States and ever had to deal with a foreign enemy.   
 
You know why, because we are the baddest boys on the block.  
That’s it in a nutshell.  We have got the biggest guns in the 
world.  In the old days they were called chariots and swords and 
shields; modern day you just call them guns and nukes or 
whatever and submarine, we have got the biggest guns on the 
block.  We are armed to the tee.  

 
00:04:55 

http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/5599.mp3


www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/5599.mp3 

 
And we are masters of the sword and the shield.  We are 
military experts.  The United States has the toughest, the 
biggest and the strongest military on the face of the planet.  And 
the people don’t invade the United States because they are 
scared of our God; they don’t invade the United States because 
they are scared of our bullets.  And they know if they fool with 
the US, they are going to get their heads blown out.    
 
So you enjoy a protection from enemies, a protection from 
foreign invasion, because we have the strongest military on the 
face of the earth and there has virtually been no attack on the 
US soil from a foreign entity almost since the formation of the 
country.   
 
I mean Pearl Harbor was the worst of the attacks, but there is 
another whole story behind why they allowed Pearl Harbor.  So 
the US has had unprecedented safety and attack from foreign 
powers.  So we live in a blessed country and you have to 
understand it.   
 
That’s why a third of the angels were cast out of heaven because 
they didn’t understand how blessed they were living.  Those 
were third of the angels that were fussing in heaven, 
complaining about the circumstances and the situation; the 
streets were too cold, you know, complaining about stuff in 
heaven.  So they lost heaven because they didn’t appreciate 
what they had.  You are in the Promised Land, you are in the 
midst of it.   
 
Yes, the United States has got some stuff wrong with it, 
absolutely, but let me give you a big news flash, a (00:06:32) 
point, you have got some stuff wrong with you.   
 
Yes, the government has some stuff wrong with it, but the 
government has got to run 350 million folk and most of the folk 
complaining about the government can’t run their own 
households.  So you have to run 350 million folk and you have 
difficulty running three.  So you get them three straight, then 
you can get off the government. 
 
So the point is, we live in a blessed country and a blessed society 
protected from foreign enemies, almost unprecedented in 
modern times, but yet, that second blessing, the one that the 
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Bible spent second in the number of words and emphasis on, the 
blessing and the cursing of protection and victory over enemies.   
 
You see, we don’t have foreign powers to worry about, not really.  
None of you went to sleep last night worrying about an invasion 
from Iraq or Iran or Saudi Arabia, not one of you.  None of you 
went to sleep last night worrying about other religions.   
 
Now, in some countries; when I was over in Nigeria they talked 
about, they have people busting the churches and just go to 
shoot them, because they have issues between Islam and 
Christianity, and it’s violent.  There is not one of you worried 
about anybody busting into church; if somebody busts into 
church and start shooting, usually it’s personal.  But it’s not an 
ideology that’s causing the problems.  So you are not worrying 
about other religions.  
 
Usually the issues that we have are not with someone else 
speaking another language or worshiping another God.  Jesus 
summed it up like this in Matthew 10:36, He said: 
 
“And a man’s foes shall be they of his own household.”  “And a 
man’s foes shall be they of his own household.”   
 
We still have enemies.  We still operate under that blessing and 
cursing of victory over enemies or conquering by enemies, but 
now for us, in this blessed land, our enemies are personal.   
 
Even in the US, in the blessed land, the US’ enemies, the ones 
that have done more damage are personal.  More people died in 
the Civil War.  You all know what the Civil War was.  That was 
the war between the North and the South, the rebels, the 
Confederates and the Union, that was internal, that was us.  
 
When you understand military history, more people died as a 
result of the Civil War than World War I, World War II, the 
Vietnam War and the Korean War put together.  More folk died 
when the US started fighting amongst themselves, internal, a 
man’s own household.  More people died when the US began 
fighting within the house than all of the Germans, than all of 
the Japanese, than Hitler and all of that stuff.  More people died 
when we fought among ourselves than all of the other big wars 
put together.  
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“And a man’s foes shall be they of his own household.” 
 
00:09:56 
 

The Civil War killed 25 times more people than the 
Revolutionary War did.  You all studied the Revolutionary War 
in school when Paul Revere wrote the redcoats are coming, that 
was written when we got our independence from Great Britain, 
but when we fought among ourselves killed 25 times more folk 
than the British did. 
 
We have got now a war on terror, the war on terror dealing with 
the terrorists from outside, those who don’t share the ideals of 
the United States, we have lost approximately 6,200 people to 
the Desert Storm, to the Iranian and the Iraqi war, to all of the 
folk, we have lost 6,200 people.  We lost 100 times exactly more 
people in the Civil War than we have in the war on terror.   
 
Now, you tell me where the terror is.  You see, when we fight 
internally, the damage is far more destructive than when we 
fight externally.  There is a brother point comes from an old 
African proverb that says, when there is no enemy within, the 
enemies outside cannot hurt you. 
 
When you conquer the enemy inside, the enemy outside can do 
you no harm.  And I want to show you in just these few minutes 
how sometimes the internal, from not obeying the commands of 
God, can bring out a curse.  And I want to deal with one of the 
most blessed man in the Bible, who was Abraham, almost the 
original Abrahamic Blessing, Genesis, beginning of the 12th 
Chapter it reads: 
 
Genesis 12:1-4 
 
“Now the Lord had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy 
country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father’s house, unto 
a land that I will shew thee:  And I will make of thee a great 
nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou 
shalt be a blessing:  And I will bless them that bless thee, and 
curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the 
earth be blessed.  So Abram departed, as the Lord had spoken 
unto him; and Lot went with him.” 
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And Lot went with him.  Now, I want you to go back to where He 
says, “Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred”.  
 
Genesis 12:4-5 
 
“And Lot went with him: and Abram was seventy and five years 
old when he departed out of Haran.  And Abram took Sarai his 
wife, and Lot his brother’s son, and all their substance that they 
had gathered, and the souls that they had gotten in Haran; and 
they went forth to go into the land of Canaan; and into the land 
of Canaan they came.”   
 
And Lot went with him.  God said look, get away from this land 
and get away from all your kinfolk, and Lot went with him.  And 
I want to title today’s message, Who Is With You Who Shouldn’t 
Be, Who Is With You Who Shouldn’t Be.  
 
In that next chapter, 13th Chapter of Genesis: 
 
Genesis 13:1-9 
 
“And Abram went up out of Egypt, he, and his wife, and all that 
he had, and Lot with him, into the south.  And Abram was very 
rich in cattle, in silver, and in gold.  And he went on his journeys 
from the south even to Bethel, unto the place where his tent had 
been at the beginning, between Bethel and Hai; Unto the place 
of the altar, which he had make there at the first: and there 
Abram called on the name of the Lord.   
 
And Lot also, which went with Abram, had flocks, and herds, 
and tents.  And the land was not able to bear them, that they 
might dwell together:  for their substance was great, so that 
they could not dwell together.  And there was a strife between 
the herdmen of Abram's cattle and the herdmen of Lot's cattle:  
and the Canaanite and the Perizzite dwelled then in the land.  
And Abram said unto Lot, Let there be no strife, I pray thee, 
between me and thee, and between my herdmen and thy 
herdmen; for we be brethren.  Is not the whole land before thee?  
Separate thyself, I pray thee, from me: if thou wilt take the left 
hand, then I will go to the right; or if thou depart to the right 
hand, then I will go to the left.” 
 
Let me tell you what Abram said, look man, we have been 
struggling and we are having strife, we have got to part ways.  
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Listen, I will give you your choice, if you go to the left, I will go 
to the right, or if you go to the right, I will go to the left.   
 
See, Abram had realized, first of all, God told me leave all my 
kinfolk, and I am here, I am having struggle.  Have you all ever 
been in a situation where God told me not to fool, then you can 
slap all outside the head, then you get into all these wars, all 
this argument, and then you are like, You told me not to.  All 
right, I am going to do what God told me to do from the 
beginning.  I am going through all this hell, but now I am going 
to do what God told me to do.   
 
See, if you had obeyed the command of the Lord, you wouldn’t 
have to go through all this mess to begin with, but Abram had 
gone through all this mess with Lot, all this fussing, all this 
fighting, and see, there is no part in the Bible, but I can tell you 
there was more to it than that. 

 
00:14:58 
 
 When he got to the part where he said, look man, look, you go 

your way, let me go my, you go to the left, I am going to the 
right.  He said look, whichever way you go, I am going opposite.  
So it was some stuff behind that that’s not even detailed in the 
Bible, but God told him, leave all your kinfolk behind and Lot 
went with Him. 

 
Genesis 13:10-13 

 
“And Lot lifted up his eyes, and beheld all the plain of Jordan, 
that it was well watered everywhere, before the Lord destroyed 
Sodom and Gomorrah, even as the garden of the Lord, like the 
land of Egypt, as thou comest unto Zoar.  Then Lot chose him all 
the plain of Jordan; and Lot journeyed east:  and they separated 
themselves the one from the other.  Abram dwelled in the land 
of Canaan, and Lot dwelled in the cities of the plain, and pitched 
his tent toward Sodom.  But the men of Sodom were wicked and 
sinners before the Lord exceedingly.” 

 
 And let me tell you another revelation, Lot knew what Sodom 

was like before he went there.  You know what cities are like, 
you know the reputation of a city.  Look, if you can look up and 
see it, you know what’s over there.  Lot knew that the man and 
the woman of Sodom were not of good character.   
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You know what Vegas is like before you go there.  Do you 
understand that?  When you set foot in Vegas, you know what 
it’s like.  Lot knew what Sodom.  Lot knew that it was some 
wild, loose, wicked women over in Sodom.  Lot knew that.  He 
lifted up his eyes, and when a man lifts up his eyes, yet he saw 
that the plain was well watered, but Lot saw some other stuff. 

 
 Don’t you know if you go to the French Quarter in New Orleans; 

I have never even been to the French Quarter, but I know what’s 
there.  So you know what’s in a city because the city carries a 
reputation, you already know what’s there.  So Lot knew what 
Sodom was like before he went to Sodom, but see, he lifted up 
his eyes. 

 
 There are some things people want to first look there, and they 

see some stuff, the thing looks attractive, because there was a 
lot of stuff and a lot of mess going on in Sodom and people, mess 
can be attractive.  So part of why Lot went to Sodom, he knew, 
but look at this, in Genesis right after that: 

 
Genesis 13:14-15 

 
 “And the Lord said unto Abram, after that Lot was separated 

from him, Lift up now thine eyes, and look from the place where 
thou art northward, and southward, and eastward, and 
westward:  For all the land which thou seest, to thee will I give 
it, and to thy seed forever.” 

 
 He didn’t tell Abram to lift up his eyes until he is separated from 

Lot.  See, some things God cannot even give to you or bring you 
into until you separate from the stuff He told you not to be with 
in the first place.   

 
So there are some things and some places, God can’t even take 
you to your Promised Land, because you have got a lot of stuff, 
and there is a lot of stuff attached to you that God has told you 
to leave out, to leave behind, to let it go, and you have still got a 
whole lot of stuff hanging on you.  And He can never take you to 
where you are supposed to go, because everywhere you go, and 
Lot went with him.   
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And some of this stuff, we have just got a lot of mess that’s going 
with us and God cannot take you to where you are supposed to 
be.  He cannot take you to your destiny. 

 
 See, Lot lifted up his eyes, God told Abram to lift his up, but He 

couldn’t tell him until he got rid of Lot, and when Lot had 
departed from him, then God said, now lift up your eyes.  This is 
what I am going to do for you, and look to the north, look to the 
south, look to the east and look to the west, look as far as you 
can see, I am going to give all of this and your descendents will 
be like the stars in the sky, uncountable, look up.  I can’t ask 
you to look up until you come into obedience with what I told 
you to do, and I told you from the beginning to leave your kinfolk 
behind. 

 
 Some of you have got Lot hanging on and there are some things, 

and more particularly, there are some people that you need to 
let go.  They are holding you back.  It’s just bottom line, no two 
ways about it, it’s a principle of spirit and life that has never 
changed. 

 
 My daddy said his mother gave him three principles.  Those 

three principles were this: work hard, be honest and keep good 
company, old-fashioned country wisdom, but just as accurate as 
it can be.  Work hard, be honest, keep good company.   

 
00:19:54 
 

Do you know even all three of those characteristics, they are 
wrapped up sometimes in the character of people, they are lazy, 
won’t have work, and they are not honest.  And some of you are 
attached to folk with all three of them bad characteristics, and 
you can never go to the destiny where God has until you break 
free of that, until you separate yourself from just a lot of this 
stuff.   
 
If you are going to divine destiny, there are three types of people 
you have got to let go.  First of all, you have got to let bricks go.   
 
I preached a sermon called Brick or Balloon, dealing with people 
in your life and they are in your life.  There are two basic types 
of people; there is a balloon type that lifts you up and takes you 
where you need to go, and there is the brick type that holds you 
down.   
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You can go to BrothersofTheWord.com, hear the whole sermon, 
it’s #5162 at BrothersofTheWord.com, and you need to just hear 
Brick or Balloon, because some of you are attached to bricks. 

 
Second type of person you need to let go are those that are just 
biding time, if you want to move to a higher and/or deeper 
destiny.  Some folk, you know, they are not going anywhere, 
they don’t want to go anywhere and there is nothing -- there is 
nothing particularly wrong with that, there is only something 
wrong with that when God has led you to a different destiny.   
 
See, birds of a feather flock together, but they also go to the 
same destination.  So if God has placed upon your heart to do 
more, to go further, oftentimes you have got to change 
associations, and you have got to change a lot of things in your 
life.  
 
And my brother Bishop Dale says it like this, never spend 
serious time with casual people, never spend serious time with 
casual people.  If you have got really God’s business, you have 
got to get away from people who are just biding their time, they 
are not going anywhere, they are not doing anything.  They talk 
a whole lot though, and they talk sometimes very good, but they 
won’t do anything.   
 
So number one, brick folk you have got to get rid of.  You have 
got to get rid of folk who are just biding time and not going 
anywhere.   
 
And number three, you have got to get rid of folk with barren 
fruit.  See, one of the things that will tell you clearer than 
anything else is fruit.  If you want to get somewhere, if you want 
to do something, you have got to look at the fruit of the people 
you have in your life, you have got to look at the fruit of the 
people who were breathing into your life.  If you don’t want what 
they have got, you need to change association. 
 
Now, some people will say well, pastor, that sounds elitist.  You 
are doggone right it is, that’s elitist, because it means if you 
want to go to the top of anything and if you want to move from 
where you are, you will often have to change associations, and 
you need to attach yourself to someone who is going or who is 
already at where you want to go.  I don’t care what it is, you 
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have got to get a lot of stuff off of you so God can tell you to look 
up, so God can show you where you are supposed to go, but you 
are going to have to surround yourself with some people who are 
going or who are at where you want to go.  
 
John Maxwell teaches the same principle in his book ‘The 21 
Irrefutable Law of Leadership’ and Maxwell says this: “A 
leader’s potential is determined by those closest to him.”  He 
calls the principle The Law of the Inner Circle.  
 
During his earthly ministry even Jesus had an inner circle, it’s 
what I had to start associating with a group.  There is a law 
simply that says your income is the average of your five closest 
friends, that’s a real law, your income is the average of your five 
closest friends.   
 
So if you want your income to go up, if you are around and 
everybody around you is talking broke, broke, going down, 
where do you think you are headed, because all of the spirit and 
all of the aroma that just gets on you is going to be going down.  
So if you want to go up, change associations, let a lot of stuff go.  
Get around some people.  
 
You say well, pastor, I don’t even know how to get.  Get some 
books.  See, all of those who have gone up, they have written 
books, they have read books.  Change what goes into your mind 
and what goes into your spirit and you will see once you get God, 
then God will be able to say, look up now My child, you have got 
rid of lot of this stuff around you, look up My child, I am getting 
ready to take you some places.  
 
So God will bring some things into your life.  He will take you to 
some new places, but you will have to make some changes in 
your life, but it’s the second blessing and curse, protection and 
victory over enemies.  And in this country most all of our 
enemies are closer, and one of the biggest enemy is in the 
mirror, because it is up to us to make those changes.  
 
And people, sometimes it’s difficult.  God has told me to break 
away from some friends that I have had for years and the 
minute I broke away, I saw my life change.  They were nice, but 
they were not going anywhere, real goodhearted folk, but they 
are not going anywhere.   

 

http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/5599.mp3


www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/5599.mp3 

00:24:53 
 

And there is nothing wrong with that as long as you don’t want 
to go anywhere and if you are absolutely satisfied with where 
you are, and there is nothing wrong with being satisfied with 
where you are, but if God has placed a hunger in your heart that 
you know you are supposed to do more, go more, be more, 
accomplish more, if He has placed that hunger within you, then 
oftentimes you have got to change who you have been hanging 
around, because that down negative talk will pull you down.  
 
And when you look at the fruit, their fruit is barren, their life is 
all messed up, and that’s who you are allowing to breathe into 
yours.  So you change association and you will change what you 
get.  That principle of association is so powerful that it will 
change your world.  
 
I know that probably a year or two ago we played a video that 
was from the lady who used to be our nanny, and the video was 
just talking about my wife and how much my wife had changed 
her life.  Now, she worked for us in our house, but because she 
was around my wife, it changed her; it changed her educational 
goals, it changed her relationship goals, it changed her body 
physically, it changed almost everything just by whom she 
worked for, it changed everything. 

 
 So association makes a huge, huge difference in where you go.  

And some of you have been around some folk, and some of them 
are kinfolk; see, some of you have got kinfolk holding you back, 
just because it’s blood, I mean that’s -- some of you have got 
kinfolk holding you back.  You know they are not going 
anywhere, you know it, and as long as they are hanging on, God 
cannot take you to your Promised Land, because you have got 
them hanging on with you, and you know it.   

 
And I am not talking about trying to be snooty or aloof, I am just 
talking about trying to get to your destiny that God has 
ordained you to get to.  And oftentimes when that comes about 
and when you really start moving on your destiny, first of all, 
God is going to tweak some of your spirits right now, because 
most of you already know you should have separated from long 
ago.   
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And some of my friends, I had the hardest time separating from, 
because you just become comfortable talking with them, you 
even become comfortable with their whining, comfortable with 
their complaining, you understand?  Anytime you are around 
anything for a long time, it’s like even a stinky smell, if you are 
around it long enough, you aren’t going to smell it anymore.  
And it’s only when God separates you, then you realize, my 
goodness, this air is fresh without it, then you understand it.  
 
So you have to sometimes break away from some folk who are 
holding you down, and there are going to be two kinds of folk 
this is going to hit.  Number one, those who know that they have 
got people holding them down, and the other kind that know you 
are holding somebody else down, because there is two types, and 
if that’s the case, you need to make a decision, to make a change 
yourself, so that you move to where God wants you to be. 

 
 The curse of enemies for US, it’s personal, it’s close in, and an 

enemy or friend can take you a whole different level of place 
depending on who you just let in your camp.   

 
And that was among the Abrahamic Blessing and that’s what 
God told Abraham, one of the most blessed man in the Bible and 
He said look, you have got to leave all your kinfolk, and he didn’t 
take but one, but that one caused him all kind of strife, all kind 
of issue.  
 
And let me show you something even about life.  You know 
Abraham, when the kings came and captured Lot and took him 
away, Abraham had to get his men and go rescue Lot.  Do you 
know when Abraham rescued Lot, do you know where Lot went 
right back to, he went right back to Sodom. 

 
 So even when Abraham -- when he was pulled out, he went right 

back to the same thing, and even when God sent the angels in to 
destroy Sodom, He pulled Lot out, but even when He pulled Lot 
out, his wife turned around because she wanted to go back and 
turned into a pillar of salt, and then his daughters came in and 
had sex with Lot and that created the Moabites.  So Lot just had 
a whole bunch of mess following him everywhere he went.  
That’s why Abraham was supposed to separate.   

 
See, God knew Lot and God knew Lot was going to look up and 
see what to him looked good and he was going to take Abraham 
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in that same spot.  See, because people, whenever you hang 
around folk, all their mess and their messy thinking, when you 
get in a tight or get in a crisis, you need somebody with some 
clear thinking to keep you out of that.  
 
You get in a crisis with your marriage, you need somebody with 
a good marriage and clear thinking, not somebody who is like, 
man, you need to go get you another woman or go get you 
another man.  If you don’t have somebody with some clear 
thinking, it will get you messed up.  
 
Get in shape with your monies, you have got some people, man, 
you need to do something dishonest to get that money, I have got 
the hook up, and who you are hooked up with, with the hook up 
end up got you in jail. 

 
00:29:55 
 
 So people, I have an employee ended up in jail just because of 

who they ran with.  So association makes a huge difference.  
And I am telling you, some of you right now, you need to hear 
this message, because there is some folk you need to break away 
from, and by the time you are away from them seven days, the 
air that you breathe won’t change.  And some of them are blood 
folk, but you still need to break.  If you are hanging around, it’s 
going to mess you up, and God cannot take you to your blessed 
point until you let them go.  

 
It’s real.  It’s not a pleasant sounding thing, because some of you 
all are saying well, pastor is just telling me to let go of some of 
my friends.  Yes, I sure am if they are taking you to the wrong 
spot, because if they are taking you to your wrong spot, they are 
really not your friends, they are just going to take you to a place 
that you don’t want to end up and where you don’t want to be.  
So pastor is trying to take…  
 
That’s why parents will look at who their children are friends 
with, because they know whoever that friend is going to have a 
major influence.  Adults are no different.  If your momma and 
your daddy peered over their glasses to see who you were friends 
with, what makes you think the principle has changed now, it’s 
still the same.   
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So you need to check your associations and any Lot that God has 
told you, leave him behind, you leave him behind, so that you 
don’t deal with that second curse, but you want to deal with the 
blessing.  Because there is a curse in the enemies and there is a 
blessing in friends, but they need to be the right ones.  Hang 
around somebody good, hang around somebody going 
somewhere, hang around somebody talking positive, hang 
around somebody that’s on fire for God.    

 
 The two biggest New Year’s resolutions; number one is to lose 

weight, number two is to get financially secure, those are the 
two biggest New Year’s resolutions, so they are about the two 
biggest things that most Americans want to do.  If you want to 
lose weight, you need to hang around somebody who is in shape, 
bottom line.  

 
If you need your money in better shape, you need to hang 
around somebody with some money in the bank, bottom line.  I 
am not saying -- because look, everybody’s money runs short 
sometimes, but I am just simply saying this, if you want your 
money better, you need to hang around somebody with some 
money in the bank, because if they don’t have any money in the 
bank, how are they going to tell you how to get some in the 
bank, just real basic commonsense.  So you need to hang around 
someone who has what you want.   
 
So if you want that number resolution, you want to lose weight, 
find somebody who has lost 40 pounds to hang around, hang 
around, it will rub off on you, because what they are doing will 
start rubbing off on you, and it comes through just almost 
osmosis, it just comes by just hanging around.   

 
 So people, whatever you do -- yesterday I was with my oldest 

son, he was at a swimming college meet, and I was there, and I 
was looking at all of these teenagers who were on the swim team 
and everyone of them was just ripped.  And after that I told my 
son, I said, what’s your workout schedule man, it inspired me, 
because I was looking at them, and see, just being around just 
inspired me to no end, because if you are right, it rubs off on 
you.  So I am seeing these kids and they are just ripped to shred, 
every one of them, but they are swimming, so when I saw that I 
asked my son, what’s your schedule.    
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 He said three days a week I am at the pool at 6 o’clock in the 
morning, two days a week I am there at 7:30 in the morning.  I 
said daddy is going to be there one or two in the morning.  I am 
not going fully where he is, but who you hang around, just me 
being around them inspired me, changed my vibration.  

 
Well, if you are around somebody who all they are doing is 
laying on the couch with a remote flicking through the football 
game, that’s not going to inspire you to do anything.  So you 
need to be around, you need to be associated with people who 
are going and doing where God wants you to go, and just the 
vibration alone will take you there and to move you closer to 
where God has you and wants you to be.  
 
So you all have got some Lot to get off, and all of us do, and we 
continually do, and as God moves you from level to level, He will 
change your friendships.  As He moves you from level to level, 
He will change your friendships and you have got to be open to 
that, and you have got to be willing to let some people go so that 
you can move to where God wants you to move.   

 
 You can go to BrothersofTheWord.com, listen to the entire 

series, The ABC's Of Blessings And Cursings at 
BrothersofTheWord.com.  We thank you for joining us today at 
Brothers of The Word, because brother, you need the Word.   

 
[Applause] 
 
 Amen!  Amen!   
 
Female Speaker:  You are listening to BrothersofTheWord.com.  This was Part 3 of 

the message titled The ABC's Of Blessings And Cursings, 
subtitled Who Is With You Who Shouldn't Be? by Nathaniel 
Bronner.  This message is #5599.  That’s 5599.   

 
To listen to over a thousand free messages or to send this 
message #5599 to a friend, go to BrothersofTheWord.com.  
Listen to BrothersofTheWord.com often, because brother, you 
need the Word.   

 
[Music] 
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