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Nathaniel If you’re running the way you’re supposed to be running, you 

won’t be able to hear other folk stuff. 

 

Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com.  This is part three 

of the message titled, “Get Out Of The Middle”, by Nathaniel 

Bronner.  This message is number 5615.  That’s 5615.  Listen to 

over a thousand free messages on brothersoftheword.com. 

 

(Music Playing:  00:00:21 - 00:00:49) 

 

 And now for 5615, Get Out Of The Middle part three. 

 

Nathaniel: Welcome to Brothers of the Word because brother, you need the 

Word.  And today is part three of the series that I had been 

speaking on called Get Out Of The Middle.  And just a brief 

recap, the origin of this series came from when I was in 

California last month and as I was there, God spoke to me.  And 

he said, “it is a possibility that in the coming years, you could 

undergo a health crisis as the prophet has told you.”  He said, 

“but you will either be in awesome shape or terrible and for you, 

there is no middle.”  And I internalized that and I heard God 

said and that’s why I’m speaking to you today about Get Out Of 

The Middle.  Because heaven itself is the same. 

 

There is no middle but most people even in the church, they’re in 

the middle and the middle is not going to make it to heaven.  

Only the remnant, only the elite shall truly make it and it’s not 

dependent on your education, it’s not dependent on your money, 

it’s not dependent on your looks.  Not of that stuff is dependent 

on that.  But I want to just bring some words to you to help you 

get out of the middle, so that you can become a part of the 

remnant and a part of those who really achieve and get what 

God truly has for you. 

 

And even our scripture today was significant.  Revelations 3 

beginning with Verse 14, “To the angel of the church in Laodicea 

write: These are the words of the Amen, the faithful and true 

witness, the ruler of God’s creation.  I know your deeds that you 

are neither cold nor hot.  I wish you were either one or the other.  

So, because you are lukewarm, neither hot nor cold, I am about 

to spit you out of my mouth.  You say I am rich; I have acquired 

wealth and do not need a thing.  But you do not realize that you 

are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked.  I counsel you to 

buy from me gold refined in the fire, so you can become rich; and 
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white clothes to wear, so you can cover your shameful 

nakedness; and salve to put on your eyes, so you can see.  Those 

whom I love I rebuke and discipline.  So be earnest and repent.” 

 

 Here, the Word is saying, if you’re in the middle, I’m just going 

to spit you out.  As I’d rather you be either be cold or hot, but not 

lukewarm in the middle, God said, you’re going to be in the 

middle.  You’re either going to be awesome or you’re going to be 

terrible.  One of the two, but you’re not going to be in the middle.  

I don’t know about you, but I choose awesome.  I choose to feel 

great, to look great, to be great, to have everything about me be 

the maximum that God has ordained for me to be.  And people, 

that’s a choice and it’s a choice that you can make because see, 

you choose even not choosing is a choice.  You will choose one 

way or the other.  You will either choose to be cold, lukewarm or 

hot.  And I don’t want to just be hot, I want to be red hot.  I want 

to be so hot that when folk get near me, they can feel the heat 

pouring off of me. 

 

 If I got to be cold or hot, I want to be red hot but you have to 

make up your mind, understand what it is God is leading you to 

do and prepare and go to do.  Our scripture Matthew 7 

beginning at verse 12, “So in everything, do to others what you 

would have them do to you, for this sums up the law and the 

prophets.  Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate 

and broad is the road that leads to destruction.”  That’s the low 

and the middle path.  “And many enter through it.  But small is 

the gate and narrow is the road that leads to life, and only a few 

find it.” 

 

00:04:59 

 

 And it talked about how all of the psychologists and the studies 

talk about that only 5% of people, one out of 20 who’s truly 

fulfilled out of life and the one difference of the 5% versus the 

other 95 that one difference that 5% has, they take personal 

responsibility.  You’ll never hear the 5% talking about what the 

government did or didn’t do.  You’ll never hear the 5% talking 

about what my parents did or didn’t do.  You’ll never hear the 

5% talking about the weather caused me to do this or becaused 

of my color blocked this for me, my hair texture, but you’ll never 

hear the 5% talking about things outside of themselves. 
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See, sometimes it makes you feel good.  It makes you feel good if 

you can say, well, the reason I’m like this is because of the 

government.  It makes you feel good.  Get your own house in 

order.  I don’t have time to worry about the White House.  I got 

my own house.  By the time I get my own house in order, I don’t 

have any time to focus on the White House.  Because the 

president got his own problems.  So, by time you get your own 

house and I mean starting from inside, by the time you get your 

own house in order, you have no time else to worry about 

anybody else’s house especially houses that you cannot control 

and are not your responsibility. 

 

So, the 5%, they don’t give power or credit to anyone outside of 

themselves and God.  And that’s the way I see it.  See, nothing 

controls my happiness other than me.  Even God himself don’t 

control it.  You say, “No, no, no.  He gave me that option.  He 

gave me that choice.”  He didn’t take that power; he gave me 

free will to be happy or not and that is the choice all of us have 

and oftentimes our happiness is stolen because we give 

somebody else the power.  Some of you all are giving your wives 

the power and your husbands the power to make you happy or 

sad.  Shame on you.  Get your stuff back.  Turn to your partner 

and tell him, get your stuff back.  Get your power back to keep 

your life in order and to keep your (00:07:01).  Don’t give 

anybody the power to make you happy or sad.  Get your stuff 

back. 

 

And until we can learn and understand these principles and get 

out of the middle and get out of the pile that the other 95% is in.  

Complaining and whining, bellyaching and ranting and raving 

about all of the stuff outside they can do nothing about.  And by 

the time you focus on getting your inside in order.  And see 

people, we see life through the lenses of our own glasses.  When 

we become joyous, we see joy.  When we are full of just great 

elation for life and hope, we see hope.  When we are depressed 

and dark on the inside, everything on the outside looks dark. 

 

There was a plane getting ready to take off, getting ready to taxi 

down the runway and on one side of the plane was a beautiful, 

beautiful sunrise.  The sun was just coming up.  It was just 

beautiful.  On the other side, there were dark clouds.  

Sometimes, what’s coming up on one end and what’s not on the 

other end and the pilot saw this scene and he saw people looking 

from left to right looking at the beautiful sunrise and then 
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looking outside at the dark skies and the pilot says, “Look, we’re 

getting ready to head to Cleveland.”  We’re going to get to 

Cleveland.  That’s not in your power.  The plane is getting ready 

to take off.  That’s my responsibility to get us to Cleveland.  You 

have a choice of which window you look out of.  You have a 

choice of which window you look out of.   And there are always 

different ways of looking in anything in life.  You can see any 

circumstance in life and you can see a sunrise or you can see 

dark stormy clouds.  There’s always any circumstance in life in 

how that thing looks.  Oftentimes, it depends upon your glasses. 

 

When you travel a lot, you begin to appreciate the stuff that you 

have.  So, how you look at it?  Purely in most of the time straight 

up to you.  Luke 17:20 of the scripture.  “Once, having being 

asked by the Pharisees when the Kingdom of God would come, 

Jesus replied, the Kingdom of God does not come with your 

careful observation nor will people say, here it is or there it is 

because the Kingdom of God is within you.”  And our final 

scripture Romans 14:17, “For the Kingdom of God is not meat 

and drink, but righteousness, and peace and joy in the Holy 

Ghost.” 

 

Now, last time I talked about righteousness and how 

righteousness is doing God’s Word and will.  But here, I want to 

focus this last session on peace and joy in the Holy Ghost.  And 

Jesus says in Matthew 7:12, “So in everything, do to others what 

you would have them do to you, for this sums up the law and the 

prophets.”  It is interesting that Jesus bored it down, the law 

and the prophets to that one thing. 

 

00:10:01 

 

It’s interesting also he did not even say that you shall love the 

Lord thy God with all thy heart, mind and soul.  He did not put 

it – he said just treat everybody else like you want to be treated.  

That sums up all the law and all of the prophets.  So, you don’t 

have to go through all of the 613 laws of the Old Testament.  

Jesus, boiled that stuff down to one law.  Treat everybody else 

just like you want to be treated and you say, why did he put that 

you should love the Lord thy God with all your heart, mind and 

soul.  Why didn’t he put that?  Because he said also, he said 

look, if you don’t love your brother whom you have seen, how in 

– it’s a good thing Jesus wasn’t a cursing man, because if he was 

a cursing man, he might said, how in -- but he wasn’t a cursing 
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man.  But Jesus said, if you don’t love your brother whom you 

have seen, how in the world are you going to love God whom you 

have never seen?  So first, he said, look, all the law and the 

prophets rest on this one thing, you shall love thy neighbor as 

thy self, you shall do unto others as you would have them do 

unto you.  So, just righteousness.  If you can’t learn all of the 

laws, if you don’t want to learn all that stuff, you don’t want to 

follow that because we’re not under that; all you do remember 

just that one.  Do unto others as I would have them do unto you.  

And he says “the Kingdom of Heaven is not food and drink but 

righteousness, peace and joy.”  It is not food and drink.  The 

reason that Paul had to say that because they were doing a lot of 

arguing and fussing and fighting over what to eat and what to 

drink and sometimes, we still do that today.  Now, I’m a 

particular person about what I eat and what I drink, but I 

realize that’s not the Kingdom of Heaven.  That just keep my 

body healthy, but this body is perishable.  It’s dying.  There’s 

just no two ways about that.  It’s got maybe another good 60 

years on it, but that’s it.  I mean, (00:12:00).  I probably-- I got a 

good strong 55 and the last five will be shaky.  So, I got a good 

60 years left on this body.  But 60 years go by just like that.  

That time will be gone before you know it.  This body is 

perishable.  It’s like buying a basket of strawberry.  It will last 

for a while; it will nourish you for a while but it’s not eternal.  

This body is going to go.  So, food and drink, all that, none of 

that is eternal and that’s why Paul says the Kingdom of God, it 

is not food and drink and they were arguing about food and 

drink.  Now oftentimes, it can become food and drink if God had 

specifically commanded you on something.  When I was in 

California last month, he told me, look I do not want you eat 

anymore meat until I tell you.  For me, that then became law.  

Now for you, you often go out and just have you have some 

(00:12:47), chitterlings, some pig feet whatever do you want to 

eat.  Now, I don’t advocate that, but for me, I can’t even have a 

piece of fish because he said no meat until I tell you.  I don’t 

even know why he told me.  All I know when you hear what’s 

called a rhema word, even though it may not apply to the next 

person, God has spoken this particularly to you so that 

righteousness is food and drink if that’s what God has told you 

to do.  So, whatever he has told you to do becomes a specific 

word and a specific law with both reward and punishment built 

right in the thing and sometimes I don’t even understand why 

God tell me to do something until way down the road and then 

I’ll see and then I’ll understand.  But how do we get peace and 
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how do we get joy?  Your peace and your joy is within.  No one 

has that towel.  My oldest son and I – I got a new treadmill 

recently.  So, we were putting it together and after we put it 

together, I got up on it, run just super smooth and I got off the 

treadmill.  When I got off of the treadmill, he said, “it’s making a 

funny bumpy noise.”  And as the treadmill was moving around 

and around you could hear, bonk, bonk, bonk, bonk.  I said, what 

is that noise?  So, we’re trying to figure out the noise.  I finally 

figured out it was the seam in the belt.  I said, as much as I paid 

fir this thing, it ought to run totally quiet, but when I got on it to 

run, you can’t hear the bonk, bonk, bonk because all you hear 

are your feet moving but it was a great revelation to me.  If 

you’re running the way you’re supposed to be running, you won’t 

be able to hear other folks stuff and oftentimes the reason that 

we can focus on and hear and other folks stuff becomes so loud 

because we’re not doing what we’re supposed to do.  See, if you 

running for the Lord, you won’t have time to listen to other folks 

stuff.  The only time you will hear other folks stuff, you sitting 

on the side, listening, looking for flaws.  Looking to see what 

they are doing wrong.  Looking to see what they’re not doing.  

Looking to blame them.  

 

00:14:59 

Looking to see what they can do right.  See, by time you get up 

and run yourself, by the time I hear my own feet (00:15:05) 

shaking there, I’m just running.  I can’t hear anything else but 

me.  When you do what you are supposed to do, you will be 

surprised how everything else outside of you straighten up and 

nine out of 10 times that you hear folk doing all this complaining 

about everything and you go examine their world, they’re not 

running.  They are sitting on the side like my daddy used to tell 

me, that man had a whole lot of wisdom.  He would always tell 

me, you could down the country and there will be several people 

sitting on their porches rocking back and forth and they will 

holler, wonder what Roosevelt going to do.  Stuff hasn’t changed.  

You all think all this political stuff, no, no, no.  Folks still sitting 

on porch doing nothing themselves, wondering what Roosevelt -- 

you do what you’re supposed to do.  You won’t have to worry 

about Roosevelt, you won’t have to worry about Clinton, you 

won’t have to worry about Bush, you won’t have to worry about 

Ford or Nixon or any of them or Obama.  You won’t have to 

worry about any of them.  If you do what you’re supposed to do, 

you’ll be surprised how smooth stuff start you get. 
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So, how do we get peace and joy in the Holy Spirit?  What do we 

do?  How do we handle this thing?  I just want to tell you, you 

got to act like it.  See, there was once a little boy.  When his 

father would punish him, he had the upstairs bedroom, so when 

his daddy will punish him, he went off the window and there 

was an old fruit tree that was growing up beside the house.  He 

would just climb down that tree and go outside.  So, one day he 

heard his daddy saying, “you know that fruit tree has not borne 

any fruit in years.  See, I’m just going to cut it down.”  So, the 

little boy got scared because then he knew he wouldn’t be able to 

get out of his room when the fruit tree was cut down.  So, he got 

with his friend, they went out and bought a bushel of apples and 

he went out and tied the apples on the tree.  He got some little 

twist ties and tied the apples on the tree.  So, when the daddy 

got home, the tree was full of apples.  So, he went inside and 

that’s when he said, honey, he said, “the strangest thing 

happened.”  He said, “you know the old tree on side of the house, 

the old fruit tree hadn’t had any fruit on it in years.”  He said, 

it’s full of apples.  He said, but the strange thing about it is it’s a 

pear tree.  You see, some of us Christians are like that pear tree.  

We got the wrong kind of fruit and the fruit that we are bearing 

is not supposed to be any fake.  This fake smile but we’re not 

really happy, got a grin but there’s no real joy on the inside.  You 

know it’s apples on a pear tree and it looks like righteousness 

but on the inside, it is not right.  I was getting ready to come 

and I told you last week, how they have me sharp each week and 

I was coming out today, I got on a robe today and as I was 

getting ready today, I picked up my belt and I told them, I said, 

look, I can just keep on the belt I’ve got.  I came dressed today, I 

had on blue jeans, I had on a fabric blue belt.  It didn’t go with 

this at all.  I said, no one is going to see the belt under this robe.  

And she just looked at me, she just shook her head and says, “no 

pastor, I know what’s under there.  No pastor, you can’t go out 

there like that.”  You see, God knows what’s under there and we 

will come out in public. 

 

One of the ways that you will know true joy and true peace, it’s 

consistent everywhere you go.  It’s not just on Sunday morning 

from 10 to 12.  It’s consistent everywhere you go.  It’s not just 

when you walk into the office.  It’s consistent everywhere you go.  

Some people will come to church, got a big old smile on their 

face.  They get home and they’re slapping somebody.  You 

understand what I mean?  Some people they will come to church 

and the fruit that they show in church, they’re apples on a pear 
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tree.  It is not real.  So, one of the things just to check yourself if 

it is not consistent, if you are not the same way at home, if you 

are not the same way at work, if you are not the same way you 

are at church because everybody smile and we’re not everybody, 

but the vast majority, the vast majority of people put on the best 

because some folk will raise hell even in church.  But most 

people, they put on their best behavior when they are in the 

House of God. 

 

00:20:03 
 

True joy, true peace goes with you wherever you go and it is 

independent of circumstance.  So, if you really want peace and 

joy, you got to act like it and when I say act, I mean, A-C-T.  

First thing you got to do if you want true joy, you got to 

appreciate what you already have.  First, number one, you got to 

appreciate what you’ve already got.  The greatest tool that the 

devil can have to make us discontent is to make us want what 

we don’t have.  And that’s what advertising is designed to do.  

Advertising and all of the marketing world is designed to make 

you discontent.  How are you going to buy a new car if you’re 

content with what you got?  They got to make you discontent 

with what you’ve got.  That’s how you create commerce and 

sales.  It is based on discontent.  They got to make you want 

what you do not have.  If you learn to just appreciate what 

you’ve got and all people, you are so rich.  You just don’t 

understand it.  You got so much.  Most of you, you got probably a 

closet space.  Those of you who have cars, you have a house for 

your car.  Do you know how far that is to 90% of the world, that 

can you even have a house for your car?  So, the things that we 

have, it is abundant.  We use the bathroom and cleaner water 

than the majority of the world has to drink.  If you knew what 

you have.  That’s why Paul said, “having ye food and raiment be 

ye content.”  That’s why he said, I have learned to abase and I’ve 

learned to abound whether I have abundance or plenty, whether 

I’m – you know, I’m running short.  Even locked up in jail, I’ve 

learned to be happy.  The key is you got to learn appreciate what 

you got.  And when you learn to appreciate and sometimes we 

don’t appreciate things until one or two things happen, until we 

lose what we had or you come across someone else and you see 

the way things could be and you’re saying, “oh my goodness, I’m 

so thankful.  I am so thankful.”  But can you imagine the joy 

that you will have if you were always appreciative of everything 

that you have?  And you got so much, you really do if you ever 
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stop to take inventory.  You don’t even have enough paper to 

write down.  If God says he has the hairs on your head 

numbered and even if you’re bald-headed.  Say, “Lord I thank 

you this nice, clean scalp.”  No matter what, learn to be 

appreciative of what you’ve got. 

 

Second thing with the (00:22:31), you got to learn to confess your 

sins because we’re going to mess up.  Best thing that you can do 

is just clean up and just confess your sins and just say, “Lord, I 

just messed up.”  And sometimes if it is to another person that 

you’ve messed up and they know it, go and tell them.  That’s 

why confession is necessary.  It cleanses out the soul.  See, we 

keep all of the stuff bottled up inside of us and people, can you 

imagine just like in the physical body like in the spirit.  Can you 

imagine, if you just kept all of the stuff bottled-up and never 

went to the bathroom?  You’d be a stinking mess.  The same 

thing happens with your spirit when you don’t get the toxic stuff 

out.  And God’s mechanism for that is just simply confession.  

You don’t necessarily have to go to another person if you don’t 

want them to know your business, but write it down.  You tell it 

to God.  Lord, I’m sorry about this.  Will you help me with it?  

Confession. 

 

I often when I read prayer request that will come in.  So many 

people after they’ve written the prayer request, they will say I 

feels so much better.  I haven’t talked to anybody.  I just wrote 

the prayer request.  You haven’t even prayed for because I 

haven’t even submitted it yet.  I feel so much better just getting 

it down on paper.  Sometimes just confessing the stuff out does a 

tremendous amount.  So, you got to appreciate, you got to 

confess. 

 

And the third thing with the “T” with the act, you always have 

to go to continual training because the world will constantly try 

to steal your peace.  There’s no two ways about it.  You cannot 

just hear a sermon today and be peaceful the rest of your life.  

No, no, no.  You have to keep at that thing, you have to undergo 

constant training, constant focus to say, I am not going to let the 

things of the world overcome me.  I am not going to let other folk 

or the circumstances take my joy, take my peace.  That thing 

has to be a constant reminder, a constant communication with 

God, a constant evolution of your spirit.  It takes constant 

training to truly stay in a state of joy and a state of peace.  

People I want all of us, to be out of that middle.  I don’t want 
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that middle in anything in life.  I want the best that God has 

placed you on earth.  But all that stuff begins inside.  And if you 

get the best inside, if you have the greatest spirit, if you can 

appreciate everything, get all the mess out of you, confess it 

constantly, improve and train yourself; if you can do those 

things and you can, your joy will increase day by day by day and 

I don’t care what’s happening around you.  And some even in 

your minds right now, say, “pastor, you just don’t know what all 

I’m dealing with.”  No, I don’t know what it is, but let me tell 

you something.  You don’t know what I’m dealing with. 

 

00:25:01 

 

You don’t know what I’m dealing with.  A lot of times folk, 

(00:25:04).  You don’t know what I’m dealing with.  No one 

knows what the other – and sometimes people, lies can actually 

be totally smooth and because they are so smooth, it depresses 

folk.  It really does.  I mean, they just depressed because 

everything is just so smooth.  Sometimes you just need a rough 

road just to let you know you’re alive. 

 

My daddy used to say, “a man with a lot of problems get more 

out of life than a man with a few problems.”  And he said, I’m 

having a ball.  So, people, I want you out on that middle.  In 

Hebrews 12, beginning at verse 7 says, “endure hardship as 

discipline.  God is treating you as sons.  For what son is not 

disciplined by his father?  If you are not disciplined and 

everyone undergoes discipline, then you are illegitimate children 

and not true sons.  Moreover, we have all had human fathers 

who disciplined us and we respected them for it.  How much 

more should we submit to the father of our spirits and live?   

 

Those of you in hardship should get joy and peace knowing that 

God loves you and is treating you as his child.  See, all of it is 

how you look at it.  Sometime, when I’m going through some 

rough stuff, I say, “thank you Lord, you love me so much, you’re 

training me with this load.”  It all depends on how you look at 

the thing.  It depends on how your glasses are, because not only 

do people blame other people, folk blame God.  If you get your 

glasses right, get your viewpoint right, but it would not take you 

out of the middle and you will no longer be a part of the masses, 

out of the middle. 
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I just want everybody to stand up and I want everybody as we 

get ready to close because we got about one minute.  I want you 

to stand up and I want you to move everybody to the right.  

Now, I want the middle populated physically.  Go to your right 

which is over toward Brother Ivan.  Get everybody in the church 

just shift over to the right.  So, as we close out, we’re just going 

to move and you’re going to the right but you don’t want to go 

the left way, go the right way.  Just move and get closer to the 

music.  Just move.  Brother, play them something Brother Ivan.  

Play them. 

 

Dear Heavenly Father, we just thank you for this day.  Father, 

we thank you as your people move.  As they move from being 

lukewarm to being red hot.  Father, take them to a level of 

peace, to a level of joy that they did not even know could exist.  

Help them to turn to you and to within themselves and to get 

themselves right and spirit right on the inside.  And we shall 

move out of the middle to the top.  In the name of Jesus, we 

pray.  Amen.  Amen.  Amen. 

 

Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com.  This was part three 

of the message titled, “Get Out Of The Middle,” by Nathaniel 

Bronner.  This message is number 5615.  That’s 5615.  To listen 

to over a thousand free messages or to send this message 

number 5615 to a friend, go to brothersoftheword.com.  Listen to 

brothersoftheword.com often because brother, you need the 

Word. 

 

(Music Playing: (00:28:23 - 00:28:30) 

 

00:28:30 

http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/5615.mp3

