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Nathaniel Bronner: Sometimes the best training is really just the everyday 

things that we have to deal within life.  The decisions that 

we make young, they affect our lives down the road. 

 

Female: You are listening to BrothersoftheWord.com.  This is Part 

4 of the message titled “The Slight Edge” by Nathaniel 

Bronner.  This message is number 5625.  That’s 5625.  

Listen to over a thousand free messages on 

BrothersoftheWord.com. 

 

(Music Playing:  00:00:28 - 00:00:56) 

 

Female: And now for 5625, “The Slight Edge” Part 4. 

 

Nathaniel Bronner: Welcome to Brothers of the Word because brother, you 

need the word.  And today’s message is a continuation of 

the series called “The Slight Edge” it is from the book 

called “The Slight Edge” and God has spoken to me as I 

begin this new season, to begin teaching from the “Slight 

Edge”.  And for this message today, he said, “I want you 

to speak from the fourth chapter.”  Now, I actually don’t 

read the book, I listen to the audio. 

 

 So, the fourth chapter for me was the fourth mp3 file, I 

don’t know what chapter that corresponds to in the book.  

But as God spoke to me the fourth chapter and I went 

back and listen to that chapter; it is called “The Beach 

Bum” and it is the story of the author, and how as he was 

a young man, how he didn’t do well in high school.  When 

he went to college, he continues that record and he 

dropped out of college early.  And he dropped out of 

college and he became a beach bum and a caddie at a golf 

course.  And he said while he was caddying at the golf 

course -- you know, golf is a sport that filters through 

because it’s expensive to play golf.  Green fees are kind of 

expensive; so, you don’t play golf unless you can afford to 

play golf.  So, golf by its very nature filters through a 

certain income level. 

 

 So, as he was doing the caddying at the golf course and he 

would see all of these well to do, all of these wealthy 

people come up, dressed in their fine golf clothes and 

wearing their fine shoes with their expensive gloves and 

able to pay the green fee in the country club membership.  
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As he would see all of the people with all of these, he said 

he begin to ask himself, “Why can’t I be like them?  Why 

can’t I have a country club membership?  Why can’t I 

have fine clothes and a fine car and a high income?  Why 

can’t I be like them?”  And this was the question that he 

asked himself, and this was the essence of that fourth 

chapter; he’s questioning himself why couldn’t he be like 

them. 

 

 Now, first of all, I want to explain to you there’s 

absolutely nothing wrong with working at the golf course.  

There’s nothing wrong with being a janitor.  I never will 

forget in the movie Bruce Almighty and Bruce was played 

by Jim Carrey and he met God in an empty warehouse; 

and when he came up to the warehouse, God was played 

by Morgan Freeman, and Morgan Freeman was there on 

a white suit and he was sweeping the floor.  And when 

Jim Carrey found out that this was God, he said, “Why 

are you representing yourself as a janitor?” and I never 

will forget the words that he spoke.  He says, “Some of the 

happiest folk on earth are janitors.”  He said, “They go 

home smelling a high heaven but some of the happiest 

folk in the world are janitors.”  So, I am not degrading any 

work; no matter what you do.  Martin Luther King said, 

“If you are street sweeper--” he said, “you are sweep 

streets like Michelangelo painted pictures.”  So, I’m not 

degrading any job; there’s nothing wrong with any good 

honest work, even the Bible even says in Ecclesiastes 

5:12; it says “The sleep of a laboring man is sweet, 

whether he eats little or much; But the abundance of the 

rich will not permit him to sleep.”  And I understand that.  

Sometimes just some good hard work, you sleep just a 

solid but if you’re sitting up on the desk, you got all this 

stuff to worry about all this bill and when you go home all 

this stuff still on your mind. 

 

 So, I understand what the Bible is talking about.  So, I am 

not degrading any good, honest hard work but the point 

is, if you are not happy with what you do, if you don’t see 

the beauty in what you do; if you are discontent with what 

you do, then you have a problem 

 

00:05:11 
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 There’s absolutely nothing wrong with being a caddie on a 

golf course.  When you look at some people that go 

through life, working hard all of their life, so they can 

retire and play golf all day.  Well, if you caddie all day, 

you are on the golf course all day; you’re actually doing 

what some other people work all of their life to do, so it’s 

nothing wrong with being a caddie, what is different is 

the mindset.  So, if you have the mindset in life that 

wherever you are, that you’re saying to yourself “Why 

can’t I be like them?  Why can’t I be like those who have 

more?”  If you are discontent, the problem is not with the 

profession; the problem is with the contentment in the 

profession.  That’s where the issue; so, if you are not 

content and if God has place something in your gut that 

tells you, “My destiny is more than this” then this 

message is for you. 

 

 Proverbs and this is our main chapter verse that we’re 

going to use today; Proverbs 14:23.  You all remember 

Proverbs 14:23; I know you don’t know what it says right 

now but just remember in your mind Proverbs 14:23.  

Proverbs 14:23 is a critical verse in all success in life; and 

this is what it says.  It says “In all labor there is profit, 

But the talk of the lips tendeth only to penury.”  Now, 

most of you don’t know what penury is.  Let me rephrase 

that in the NIV version “All hard work brings a profit, but 

mere talk leads only to poverty.”  Penury, by the 

dictionary definition it means, “a state of extreme poverty 

or destitution.”  What the Bible says in Proverbs 14:23, it 

says, “All hard work leads to a profit, but talking only 

leads to poverty.”  Do you know some of the broker’s folk 

can talk the most?  Did you ever notice that?  Some of the 

broker’s folk in the world can talk the most.  The Bible 

says, “All hard work leads to profit, but talk only --” I 

mean that they can talk to your ears and they can tell you 

a story, they can give you some philosophy, they can tell 

you reasons, and rational if what they going to do.  If it 

was, should it be and could it be, you understand what I 

mean?  And they can tell you all the stuff is wrong with 

everybody else while this (00:07:45) they get all this talk 

but the Bible says -- and that’s why I know so many 

people who are so spirit filled but every area of their life is 

in a wreck because they spend all the time talking.  God 

didn’t even get folk that did nothing but talking.  God 
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needed some folks who has some fruits.  Jesus had never 

deal with it by just a whole lot of talking to you, he always 

expected fruit if you even look in revelation that you’re 

going to be judge by your works and not by your talks.  So, 

it’s got to be what 14:23 says, “All hard work brings a 

profit but those who just talk end up in poverty.”  So, we 

have to learn and this is sometimes a little bit different 

than traditional church talk because church talk just tell 

me confess it, just say it, just believe it, you have to do 

some.  That stuff will get you broke, keep you broke, get 

you sick, get messed up, you have to do something, you 

just keep talking, you got to do something. 

 

 See, he was sitting on a golf course wondering why 

couldn’t he be like them but he dropped out of college.  

And see, many times the decisions that we make young, 

they affect our lives down the road and we get down the 

road; so, that’s why even when we have the mini vision 

meeting, I’ll always will let the young people ask their 

questions first.  I said, “I want the young people to have 

an opportunity to ask their questions and they’re 

(00:09:12) their path.  Now, I’m not saying they can’t turn 

around but (00:09:17) patterns are set, they were going to 

do the same thing most of the time over and over and over 

end up in the same mess over and over and over, I said 

the young people have a road ahead of them that’s now 

were their decisions make a difference.  See, he was on 

the golf course; the first decision he had make was to drop 

out of college and then he was wondering why don’t I have 

what these folks have, that folks went finish college.  

Now, see, even school makes a different, those are 

massive major decisions.  See, this is one of the keys we’ll 

always ask ourselves “Why am I not in the position 

they’re in?”  Because you didn’t do what they did, that ‘s 

why you’re not in the position they’re in, you didn’t do 

what they did. 

 

00:10:02 

 

And you didn’t do what they did.  And now you wonder 

why you are not what they got.  None of that stuff is 

accidental, all of the spiritual stuff is rooted in very real 

natural practical principles.  “Why am I not like them?”  

And some of you to be honest about it, it’s not some of you, 
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all of us, have not reached our potential.  Some are just 

straight off a little bit more.  No, some of us have done 90% 

of everything we could do.  Some of you have number 9% 

of what you can do.  But no one has done a 100%.  To be 

honest, I have not given life all I got.  I haven’t given God 

all I got.  And now, they have you, you are not giving all 

you got, no, you don’t have to sit down and lie about it.  

No, you haven’t.  You’ve not given God all you got.  No, 

you haven’t.  You haven’t given life all you got.  Some just 

give more than others, and the result of that effort 

manifest themselves.  So, I want to talk to those who are 

looking at other folk and wondering why other folk, got 

what they got and why don’t I have it?  First of all, they’re 

not going to give it to you.  That’s the first mentality you 

got trap.  They’re not going to give it to you.  It’s the spirit 

of what we call “entitlement”.  They’re not going to give it 

to you and the government are not giving it to you.  So, 

shut up talking about that.  They’re not going to give you 

what they got. 

 

 There was a broker called, Smith Barney, he used to had 

his old man come on to commercial and he will said, “We 

make our money the old fashion way.  We earn it.”  You 

are going to have to earn it.  They’re not going to give it to 

you.  They’re not going to hand it to you on a silver 

platter.  You’re going to have to make some changes.  You 

are going to have make some decisions.  And you are 

going to have to earn it and God is not going to handed to 

you.  So, you are going to have to make some changes 

with some stuff if you won’t, what other people have that 

you see, you are going to have – “I got to make some 

changes.  I’ve got to turn my world around.  I’ve got to 

start doing something differently and I can’t do stuff, like 

I’ve been doing them all these past years.  I have got to do 

something different.”  So, what is it?  How do we change?  

How do we move from where we are to where we want to 

be?  What are some of the things that we gathered?  I 

remember when James Garfield, he was a former 

President of the U.S. but he was also Principal of Hiram 

College in Ohio.  And a father came to him while he was 

principal or president of a college and asked him if the 

course of study could be simplified so, that his son might 

be able to get to it a little bit easier and a little quicker.  

And Garfield told him this, “Sure I can.”  He said, “But it 
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all depends on what you want make your boy.”  And he 

has told him this, he says, “When God wants to make an 

oak tree, he takes 100 years.  When he wants to make a 

squash, he takes two months.”  He said, “Do you want 

your boy to be an oak tree or squash?”  Some of us have 

little squash lies and little oak tree results.  And see, 

you’ll never get to college if you don’t finish high school.  

Do you know what the dropout rate is in high school?  

And high school is free.  It’s free.  So, you can’t use the 

excuse, “I couldn’t afford it.”  High school is free.  And 

there are some opportunities, if you don’t finish high 

school, they just close. 

 

 We have an electrical training facility that’s right next to 

my main office.  A huge building that they built and I 

knew some people who have an issue with that.  And I 

walked over and talked to them.  I said, “What does it 

take to get a student here to be trained as an electrical 

apprentice?”  And the man he said, “First thing, it takes 

as a high school diploma.”  He said, “We don’t even take 

anybody.”  I said, “Is it any amount of money?”  He says, 

“No.  No, amount of money you can pay enough.”  That’s 

their primary.  If they don’t have enough guts to finish 

high school, basically, what he said, “(00:13:42), we don’t 

want them.  We don’t even want to try to train.  If they 

cannot have enough guts to even finish high school, we 

will not accept them to even be trained for a jobs.”  So, 

there are some things and in some, these are decisions 

that you make and you make them young but they got a 

long-term result. 

 

So, as a result, you don’t have a high school diploma.  And 

this is real, you don’t have a high school diploma, you 

can’t get a job working at a fast-food burger joint.  If you 

don’t have a high school diploma, sometimes the only 

avenues that are open to you, are avenues that are going 

to lead you right down in the jail, because you made a 

decision.  This is, I’m going to take the squash route.  And 

the squash has lies opportunity.  Getting through college 

is not easy but it’s easier now than ever because of the 

scholarships that the lottery pays for.  So, all of the folk 

who goes spend all their money on the lottery but the 

problem is, the people who are getting the scholarships 

are the very people who don’t need it.  They’d a very folk 
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who don’t need it.  All you got to do is maintain a B 

average and it is not easy to maintain a B average but 

then success is never easy.  That’s another one of those 

principles.  We want easy stuff with hard results.  They 

don’t go together.  So, there are some things and some 

mentalities that we have to make up our minds on.  That 

we want to be oak trees.  We want oak tree results. 

 

00:15:03 

 

 And I just want to -- as an example, I want to tell you the 

story of Cliff Young.  If you can listen to his story and this 

is a true story, it’s not made up.  You can go in the 

internet and search it.  Cliff Young, most of you have 

never heard it, anybody ever heard him, raise your hand.  

Not a soul.  No one’s ever heard of Cliff Young.  But I 

want to tell you the story of Cliff Young.  They called him, 

“The old cahoot who ran in his boots.”  Weren’t too many 

of anybody who believed he could.  The old guy ran for 544 

miles and his name was Cliff Young.  And he wasn’t so 

much.  He was 61 years old.  He was a farmer.  And one 

day, Cliff Young showed up for the race in (00:15:51) in 

his Osh Kosh overalls and with his workboots on, with 

galoshes over the top just in case it rained.  And this was 

the longest endurance race in the world.  It covered 544 

miles.  It normally took seven days to complete the race.  

He had no Nike sponsorship; he had never run in any 

kind of race before.  He had never even run a five mile or 

half marathon or even a 26-mile marathon.  But he was 

standing in his workboots at the starting line what they 

called an ultra-marathon.  The most grueling marathon in 

the world, 544 miles. 

 

Now try just wrapping your head around that, you got to 

run 544 miles.  They say racers like that, they don’t 

measure in yards, they measure it in zip codes.  The first 

thing old Cliff did, was take out his teeth.  He said, his 

false teeth rattled when he ran.  He said, he grew up on a 

farm with sheep.  Had no four wheelers, no horses, so the 

only way to round up the sheep, was on the run.  

Sometimes, the best training is really just the everyday 

things that we have to deal with in life.  And Cliff says, 

“Whenever the storms would roll in.”  He said, “I’d have to 

go run and round up the sheep.”  They had 2,000 head of 
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sheep on 2,000 acres of land.  And he says, “Sometimes, 

I’d have to run for two or three days.”  And he said, “I can 

run this race; it’s only two more days than ran about two 

or three days.  He said, “I’ve ran this in five days.”  And 

he said, “I’ve run sheep all my life for three.”  The 

reporter is asking and said, “You got any backers?”  He 

just pushed his hand and overall, he said, “No.”  He said, 

“But you can’t run without any backers?”  Cliff just looked 

down at his boots.  And he said, “Does a man need 

backers?  Or does the man need to believe?”  He said, 

“What you believe in is the biggest backer you’ll ever 

have.”  The other runners where in their 20s, they took off 

like shoot from the starting line.  But old Cliff had 61 

years of age.  Actually, he didn’t run.  He shuffled.  And it 

was more like a straight back arms dangly awkward 

shuffling step.  So, all the other runners took off and then 

all of these absolutely true.  Old Cliff took off, shuffling, to 

go 544 miles.  The darkness begins to fall in, when the 

darkness came, runners sleep, cameras get turned off, 

reporters go to bed and through that black dark night, one 

61-year-old man way behind, keep shuffling on.  The 

accepted way professional runners approach this race was 

they would run for 18 hours, then sleep for 6 hours, get up 

the next day, ran 18 hours, sleep 6 hours, get up the next 

day, ran 18 hours, sleep 6 hours.  They did this for 7 

straight days, but see, Cliff Young didn’t know that.  He 

didn’t know the accepted way.  All he knew was it, he 

used to run sheep back home and when Cliff said, “He ran 

sheep for three days.”  He meant three days.  He ran 

through the dark.  And see he ran across 2,000 acres of 

farmland straight without stopping or sleeping.  He said, 

“You gathered sheep, by running through the dark.”  So 

here it is 61-year-old man.  All along those endless 

stretches of highway.  One tiny shadow of an old man 

shuffling along, one foot after another, right to through 

the heat, right to the night, Cliff kept gaining ground.  

Cliff gained ground because he didn’t lose any ground in 

the dark, he ran through the dark.  And at the end of the 

night, Cliff Young in his overalls, shuffled passed the 

toned toners, runners that were less in half his age. 

 

00:20:07 
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And by the morning light, old Cliff teethless, was a tiny 

shadow far, far ahead of the professional athletes for 5 

days, 15 hours and 4 minutes straight, Cliff Young ran.  

Never once stopping for the dark, never stopping until the 

old sheep farmer crossed the finish line - first.  He crossed 

the finish line first beating a world record by two whole 

days.  The second-place runner crossed the finish line 9 

hours after old Cliff.  When they handed old Cliff the first 

price which was $10,000, he said, he hadn’t even known 

there was a price.  He said, he had just run for the wonder 

of it.  And he said, all of the other runners had worked so 

hard that he waited at the finish line and handed each of 

the runners an equal share of the $10,000 and then the 

old cahoot in boots walked away without a penny.  But he 

walked away as the first-place winner of a race because 

he never stopped, he ran through the darkness but he was 

like David when they ask David, “Could you take 

Goliath?”  He said, “Look, I don’t kill the lion and the 

bear, I can kill Goliath.”  It’s your everyday living people, 

and if you run through the night in the darkness, when 

everybody else will give up, when everybody else is sleeps, 

see, to get to the top to really to get to other side, you’re 

going to do some stuff while everybody else sleep.  You are 

going to have to do some stuff when everybody else will 

quit.  You cannot stop, you’ll have to stay in school, you 

have to bath through it, you’ll have to work long, you’ll 

have to learn more, you would have to go to another level 

if you want to go to another level.  But it’s possible, the 

story of Cliff Young every word of it is true.  So how could 

a man with an aged body, with no formal training, but yet 

he’d been trained in the field of life, so have you.  “Why 

can’t I be like them?” 

 

 I’m telling you people, you can’t be like them, you can be 

more.  You can be more, you can be more than anybody 

you’ve ever seen, than anybody you know.  You can go 

beyond, but you will not do it with talk.  You will not do it 

with talk, you’re got to do it with action.  You got to do 

that with track record, you got to do that with results.  

You will not do it with talk.  It’s the slight edge but old 

Cliff had to slight edge running them sheep.  Some of you 

got some sheep to track now.  To coral up, and you got to 

learn. 
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 People I believe we’re standing on the edge of greatness.  I 

think all of you are standing on the edge of greatness.  

But whenever you cross that line, whether you will cross 

that finish line.  And some of you got a 544 miles race to 

run, but how do you run a 544 miles race?  One step at a 

time.  One step at a time.  See the key old Cliff had?  He 

never quit.  That’s why the word dropout comes from, we 

dropout of the race, and when we dropout of the race, we 

dropout many of the finest things of life, pray, have faith, 

all that kind of stuff.  You got to do something; you have 

got to do it.  And for the next level of where you are to go 

in your line.  That’s why God wanted me to teach on this 

slight edge which is about doing something every single 

day that takes you closer to the goal and to the destiny 

God has ordained for your life.  Yeah, I know some of the 

stuff for the past, so what?  So what?  Yeah, it’s none of us 

who has not yet stopped, absolutely none of us.  The thing 

that messes you up from your past, are the patterns of the 

past have a tendency to continue in the future.  That was 

mess folk up.  It’s not your past record, it’s the past 

patterns that don’t change with the future.  We’ve seen 

that stuff, the same stuff that messed up folk in the past, 

is the same thing you’ll do over and over again.  So, if you 

don’t change how you walk, you will not change where you 

go.  

 

 These are some of the keys and some of the principles 

that God wants us to get because he wants you at another 

level.  He wants me at another level.  And he’s willing to 

take us there.  But we got to run the race.  Paul says, 

“The race does not belong to the swift, it belongs to the 

one who endures to the end.”  But some of us not even on 

the right path.  And you will never get to the finish line, 

and you’re not even on the right road.  So, oftentimes the 

first thing we got to do is get on the right road.  So, God 

has us being prepared in the season to take us to a level 

where we have never gone. Go and read the story of Cliff 

Young, know what can be done, and when you find out 

what can be done, you’ll look in the mirror and said, “I can 

do it what God has placed in my spirit.  I can be.  What 

God has placed in my spirit.  I cannot only be like them; I 

can be better.” 

 

00:25:13 
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People, let me give you a great revelation, all that you can 

be is awesome.  Do you know that?  I mean, if you utilize 

just 95% of the gifts and the power God has given you, do 

you realize what you would be?  Oh, my goodness.  Turn 

to the person.  Just look at them and tell them, “Oh my 

goodness.”  Do you realize what you could be if you use 

95% of the particular God has placed in you?  I mean, go 

out and talk to someone (00:25:44) on the street.  They’re 

not stupid.  They’re not stupid.  You know why?  Those 

are stupid (00:25:49), you haven’t noticed that?  Potential 

to the roof.  So, it’s not a matter of the potential, it’s the 

matter what you do with it.  And God has given you so 

much potential, but if you don’t use the “tential,” you’ll 

only have the “po”.  On that note, I thank you for joining 

us today at Brothers of the Word.  Go and use your 

“tential” because brother, you need the word. 

 

Female: You are listening to BrothersoftheWord.com.  This was 

Part 4 of the message titled “The Slight Edge” by 

Nathaniel Bronner.  This message is number 5625.  

That’s 5625.  To listen to over a thousand free messages 

or to send this message number 5625 to a friend, go to 

BrothersoftheWord.com.  Listen to BrotheroftheWord.com 

often because brother, you need the word. 

 

(Music Playing) 

 

00:26:54 
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