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Nathaniel: Why would God give you dynamite if you can’t handle a 

firecracker?  

 

Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com.  This is Part 11 of 

the message titled, “The Slight Edge” subtitled, “The Winning 

Edge”, by Nathaniel Bronner.  This message is number 5632.  

That’s 5632.  Listen to over a thousand free messages on 

brothersoftheword.com 

 

(Music Playing:  00:00:23 - 00:00:50) 

 

Female: And now for 5632, “The Slight Edge” Part 11, “The Winning 

Edge.” 

 

Nathaniel: Welcome to Brothers of the Word because brother, you need the 

word.  And today is Part number 11 in the series that I have 

been teaching called “The Slight Edge” and this is the last of the 

series that I shall teach.  Pastor James will teach the next one 

and he’ll be dealing with the program that will help you 

mechanically plan and utilize and track what “The Slight Edge” 

has been talking about.  And I want to talk today about “The 

Winning Edge” just a small piece.  I want to use the words of 

Jesus.  Jesus in Luke Chapter 16 beginning in the first verse, 

“And he said also unto his disciples, there was a certain rich 

man, which had a steward; and the same was accused unto him 

that he had wasted his goods.”   

 

Basically, what he told a steward on this -- let me break his 

down in everyday language.  This man had an employee, a 

steward and he told his steward, “Look man, you’re going to 

mess up my stuff.  You’re going to waste my money.”  “And he 

called him, and said unto him, How is it that I hear this of thee? 

give an account of thy stewardship; for thou mayest be no longer 

steward.”  Let me break that down, I’m about ready to fire you 

man.  “Thou may no longer be steward” I’m about ready to fire 

you.  “Then the steward said within himself, What shall I do? for 

my lord taketh away from me the stewardship: I cannot dig; to 

beg I am ashamed.  I am resolved what to do, that, when I am 

put out of the stewardship, they may receive me into their 

houses.  So, he called every one of his lord’s debtors unto him, 

and said unto the first, How much owest thou unto my lord?  

And he said, An hundred measures of oil. And he said unto him, 

Take thy bill, and sit down quickly, and write fifty.”  He said, 
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“How much do you owe?  How much do you owe the man?  How 

much do you owe the company?”  He said “A hundred.”  He said, 

“Take the bill, I’m try to get go compute it and hook you up.  I’m 

going to drop that hundred down to fifty.”  “Then said he to 

another, And how much owest thou? And he said, An hundred 

measures of wheat. And he said unto him, Take thy bill, and 

write fourscore.”  That’s 80.  So, I said “Take that hundred, don’t 

tell but I take that hundred as 80.”  “And the lord commended 

the unjust steward, because he had done wisely: for the children 

of this world are in their generation wiser than the children of 

light.  And I say unto you, Make to yourselves friends of the 

mammon of unrighteousness; that, when ye fail, they may 

receive you into everlasting habitations.”  Now, this verse has 

really been twisted to a lot of people because these are the words 

of Jesus and Jesus basically said, “And the lord commended the 

unjust steward” demanded that stolen, changed the books, done 

the hook up and he said the Lord commended him that he was 

wise for the children of darkness are often wiser than the 

children of light.  And then he said unto him, “And the lord 

commended the unjust steward, because he had done wisely: for 

the children of this world are in their generation wiser than the 

children of light.  And then he said unto him, “Make to 

yourselves friends of the mammon of unrighteousness; that, 

when ye fail, not “if”, when ye fail, they may receive you into 

everlasting habitations.  Now, He didn’t say habit, He said 

everlasting habitations.  All of the folk relying on this stuff, 

when the stuff fails, they go to a certain place not “if” when it 

fails.  “He that is faithful in that which is least is faithful also in 

much: and he that is unjust in the least is unjust also in much.”  

Now, this is the critical verse I want you to get.  See, the unjust 

steward, that’s why the master called me in the first place 

because he had been messing up with stuff.  Then he took his 

stuff that he had been messing up.  He would call it all 

demands, dead as in messed it up even more.  So, he had 

probably stolen or misappropriated a little bit.  That’s what you 

call in business your account receivables. 

 

00:05:00 

 

 So, he called and ordered the people who owed a company money 

and cut it by 20 to 50 percent.  So, he is now taking it from a 

little bit of messed up to a whole lot of messed up.  That’s why 

He says, “He that is faithful in that which is least is faithful also 

in much: and he that is unjust in the least --” you messed up a 
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little amount of my money, then you turn right around and 

messed up the whole company.  That’s why it’s important who 

you have in control of your stuff.  That’s why it’s important to 

check the record.  If you go ever trust anybody with anything, if 

you’re going to trust anybody to give you advice, that’s rule does 

not change.  Check what they are doing.  For you’re going to 

have somebody to mentor, check what they are doing because if 

they are unfaithful in at least, they could be unfaithful in much 

and if they are unjust in least, they’re going to be unjust in 

much stuff just multiply.  So, it is a principle almost of anointing 

and a wisdom that you follow this.  “If therefore ye have not 

been faithful in the unrighteous mammon, who will commit to 

your trust the true riches?”  That’s what Jesus said.  Look, 

you’re not even faithful in this stuff.  So, if you have been 

faithful in this job, what makes you think I’m going to trust you 

with something valuable?  “If therefore ye have not been faithful 

in the unrighteous mammon, who will commit to your trust the 

true riches?  And if ye have not been faithful in that which is 

another man's, who shall give you that which is your own?  No 

servant can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, 

and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise 

the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon.  And the 

Pharisees also, who were covetous, or who love money, heard all 

these things: and they derided him.” “And he said unto them, Ye 

are they which justify yourselves before men; but God knoweth 

your hearts: for that which is highly esteemed among men is 

abomination in the sight of God.” 

 

He that is faithful in that which is least.  See, “The Slight Edge” 

deals with the principle of doing small things but doing those 

small things faithfully and diligently and how we manage little 

things indicates what we would do if we had one.  And this is the 

brother point.  Why would God give you dynamite, if you can’t 

handle a firecracker?  Why would God give you dynamite and 

you can’t handle a firecracker?  So, if you cannot handle small 

things.  But I was dating with somebody once and the lady was 

saying, “Pastor, if I’ve had just a bigger house, I can keep it 

clean.  My house too small then, I’ve had just more clothes and 

space.  If I had a bigger kitchen.  If I had bigger house Pastor, 

my home maybe passing (00:07:38) by our  the houses.  The 

house too small, if I just had a bigger house pastor, I can keep it 

clean.” 
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Now, according to what Jesus said, if you’re not keeping the 

small house clean. if you’re not keeping the small car clean, if 

you’re small closet is not organized, if you are not handling a 

small thing, what makes you think when you get up big day.  

You’re going to do one bit better.  So, there is a principle of “The 

Slight Edge” that simply says, if you handle small things well, 

small things become big things and they grow and they become 

powerful and even with the story of the unjust steward.  In the 

(00:08:30) verse this morning, we had the reading of the 

parables, the talents, but there it doesn’t an it’s in Luke Chapter 

19 beginning at verse 11 and it’s New King James Version and 

it’s the Parable of the Minas.  “Now as they heard these things, 

He spoke another parable, because He was near Jerusalem and 

because they thought the kingdom of God would appear 

immediately.”  Now, that was another whole sermon right there.  

Now, these were the disciples who were walking with Jesus.  

They thought it was coming right then and you can’t get in any 

closer to Jesus and that they were watching with the man and 

still did not understand the timing of the Kingdom of God 

because they thought the Kingdom of God would appear 

immediately.  “Therefore, He said: “A certain nobleman went 

into a far country to receive for himself a kingdom and to return. 

13 So he called ten of his servants, delivered to them ten 

[a]minas, and said to them, do business till I come.”  He didn’t 

tell them to pray.  He didn’t tell them to praise and all that kind 

of stuff (00:09:38).  He said, “Do business till I come.”  All of that 

is important.  But I’ll tell why He said this.  He said, “Do 

business until I come.”  We just got do teaching a four-year of 

just business on people know how to do business, at the 

24HRMBA.com.  A four-year of teaching people how to do 

business.  But his citizens hated him, and sent a delegation after 

him, saying, ‘We will not have this man to reign over us. 
 

00:10:05 

 

And so it was that when he returned, having received the 

kingdom, he then commanded these servants, to whom he had 

given the money, to be called to him, that he might know how 

much every man had gained by trading.  Then came the first, 

saying, ‘Master, your mina has earned ten minas.’ And he said 

to him, ‘Well done, good servant; because you were faithful in a 

very little, have authority over ten cities.’ And the second came, 

saying, ‘Master, your mina has earned five minas.’  Likewise he 

said to him, ‘You also be over five cities.’  “Then another came, 
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saying, ‘Master, here is your mina, which I have kept put away 

in a handkerchief.  For I feared you, because you are an austere 

man.  It’s the same as he talked about in the town, you reap 

where you don’t sow all that kind of stuff.  And then down in 

verse 25, it says, “And he said to those who stood by, ‘Take the 

mina from him, and give it to him who has ten minas.’  (But they 

said to him, ‘Master, he has ten minas.’ Already.”  For I say to 

you, that to whom everyone who has will be given; and from him 

who does not have, even what he has will be taken away from 

him.  But bring here those enemies of mine, who did not want 

me to reign over them, and slay them before me.” 

 

 These are the words of Jesus, “All the ones who didn’t want me 

to reign, bring him right here and kill them before my eyes.”  

That kind a rough, is it?  Now, read it for yourself.  This is the 

issue; a mina was not a coward.  A mina was 1/60 of a talent, so 

when He gave the servants ten minas, he literally gave them 

1/60 of a coward.  So, mina was a very small amount.  Jesus 

wanted to see, “What are you going to do with this little bit -- I’m 

only given you 1/60 of a talent.”  And some of them, “I don’t got 

much.”  “What you do with what you got?”  See, that’s all “The 

Slight Edge” deals with the “What are you doing with what you 

got?”  So, when you got to (00:12:09) said, “Look, you gave me 

one mina, he has ten.”  Actually, He had one mina and He gave 

them ten minas so that was all ten servants.  He gave each 

servant one mina, which is 1/60 of a talent.  So, the ten was 

(00:12:22).  So, we have one itty-bitty infinite (00:12:25) little bit 

piece of money, but He multiplied it tenfold. 

 

 And when the master got back and saw a tenfold multiplication, 

he said, “I’m putting you over ten cities.”  Now listen, this is a 

little bit of piece of thing, a mina 1/60 of a talent and the talent 

was a measure of silver but it’s a small, small, small amount of 

money, but He multiplied it tenfold.  And when he got (00:12:50) 

I’m putting you over, not ten servants, ten cities.  Ten cities, you 

multiplied it tenfold.  So, now from this little bit of mina which 

is 1/60 of a talent, I’m now putting you over ten cities.  The 

principle of “The Slight Edge”, Jesus dealt with it but He dealt 

with a smallest stuff that you have and taken it and be a faithful 

steward over that, not with excuses of how much of, “what you’re 

doing with your cheque you have now?  How much you got to be 

left? How much you multiplying it with?  How much do you 

have?”  Do you understand?  What are you doing with “what He 

has given you already?”  That’s what Jesus going to say it, 
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another man only got them excuses.  My dad uses it but man 

become the wise of what (00:13:35) two folks on it, those who get 

it done and those who have an excuse why they didn’t get it 

done. 

 

 There are two kinds of folk, those who get it done and those who 

have an excuse why.  You either multiply it by money or you 

didn’t.  That’s what the master said, you either multiply it by 

money or you got an excuse why you didn’t.  You even got it done 

or you had an excuse why you didn’t get it done.  So here they 

come with the multiplication of the small little thing that God 

had given them.  And He said, “Because you had been faithful 

over a few things, I’ll make you rule over men for it is of you, 

and as of a little mina, it’s just you and the little $25.  Because 

you turn this $25 and the $250, I’m going to now give you $250, 

I’m going to put you over ten cities.  I’m going to take you to a 

level that you couldn’t imagine but you are faithful with what I 

gave you.  Governments will mess, I know how you would 

(00:14:28), I know you are tough man.  I knew you would, yes, 

God is tough, you have read your Bible, good.  Admit it you 

really read, God is tough and demanding of you when you really 

understand his nature but He fail, and He blesses you beyond 

measure when you do what you’re supposed to do.   So, when the 

people did what they were supposed to do, He said do business.  

When I come to think to put on a handkerchief and sometimes, 

we put all of our blessing in a handkerchief with tears and 

boohoo and then snot and everything else. 

 

00:15:00 

 

 “Oh Lord, you know, you (00:15:00) I got enough.”  Yes, you do, 

you got a mina, you may not have a talent, you may not have a 

million but you got a mina.  And all His going to ask you to do, 

“What did you do with the mina that I gave you?  Did you take 

that mina and did you multiply that mina?”  I will put you in 

charge of many things into the joy of your master.  You see, “The 

Slight Edge” is to be faithful with what seems to be a mina.  

Faithful in a relationship usually means, if you thought that I 

am being faithful, it means you haven’t had sex with anybody 

else but your spouse.  That’s what we take it to me, but that’s 

not the real meaning of the word. 

 

 Most of the marriage counseling that we have to do, most of the 

buzz ups do not come from an extra marital affair, they come 
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because they have been faithful.  You said they didn’t come 

because of an extra marital affair, they come because, yeah they 

have been faithful.  The real definition of the word “faithful” 

from a dictionary, the main definition of “faithful” in the 

dictionary is “strict or thorough in the performance of duty.”  

That’s the real definition and usually they haven’t been strict or 

faithful in the performance of duty.  Maybe men cheat only 

within the (00:16:19), because they not meant for each other. 

 

 Some of you got man or spouses (00:16:26).  You got man or 

spouses, they may not be all that you want them to be but then 

neither are you all they want you to be.  He’s not going to ask 

you what did you do with perfection, he’s not going to ask you 

what did you do with the mina that I gave you.  And see, if we 

were faithful to the mina and somebody’s stuff is difficult that 

why “The Slight Edge” requires a change of mentality, it 

requires a change if focus, it requires us to do some stuff 

different than what we have been doing and it was popularized 

in the book called “Outlier: Malcolm Gladwell,” he popularized 

the idea that it takes 10,000 hours to become a master or a pro 

at anything.  Ten thousand hours is roughly two hours a day, six 

days a week for sixteen years.  If you spent two hours a day, six 

days a week at almost anything in sixteen years, you would be 

extremely good at it, you would be just about a master. 

 

 And you know the five areas that we deal with in life 

fundamentally, if we put just “The Slight Edge” on to our head, 

my son yesterday, Christian as I was talking with him, he is 12 

years old now, and he’s going to the point now where he wants to 

work on his body, to get his body in real good shape.  And he 

spend a lot of time, we have a gym at home, he spend a lot of 

time in the gym and I was talking, I said, “Christian, it’s very 

good that you working on your body,” I said, “But what are the 

three parts of man that you really need to have straight?”, he 

said, “body, mind, and spirit”, I said, “that’s right.  You’re 

spending all the time on your body, that’s good, that’s good”, I 

said, “before about your mind and your spirit”, I said, “there are 

two other areas, that’s relationship and finance but you 

(00:18:12) don’t worry about that right now. 

 

 So right now, you got to worry about body, mind, and spirit and I 

begin to talk to myself, I want you to be balance in those three 

areas because you know we got a big body, strong muscle, but 

the spirit is all bad.  They don’t have anything in the mind, it’s 
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just a big empty muscle here.  So, the spirit is all bad and they 

don’t have anything in their mind.  I say, you know these holy 

rulers and they shout in (00:18:38).  I said, “So, you don’t want 

to be unbalanced than in any of those areas?”  True wisdom is 

when you have excellence in all of those areas -- you know, I 

brought a basketball and see a basketball represents the 

physical and sometimes specially with the young people, I don’t 

have to tell my kids to play basketball just like I don’t have to 

tell Christian to work out, they do this all day long.  As a matter 

of fact, you have to tell them to come here from playing.  You 

don’t have to tell people to do what they really, really, really, 

really want to do.   You don’t need “The Slight Edge” for that to 

do what you really, really, really, really, really want to do and 

this keeps them in excellent condition, it really does, but it’s not 

complete.  This is just basketball and most people take it 

anything in their head, they can’t get anything in their pocket 

from basketball.  C. Elijah is an awesome basketball player but 

he made a court on basketball.  Awesome basketball player, but 

he made a court on basketball, most of you out there, there are 

many of the man in the audience right now, listen, your 

awesome basketball players. 

 

00:20:00 
 

But you have made a quarter and I got news for you, you have 

not made a quarter and you’re not no make any money from you.  

So, although it is good for your body, it doesn’t cover the other 

areas.  So, we have to learn how to have a “Slight Edge” in all of 

the arenas of life.  So, if we could take a basketball and dunk 

about, dunk steady, dribble through lesson and study.  And the 

book that matter what the name is just a book of study.  If we 

would to put that kind of effort, for we could dunk our minds 

like we dunk a basketball, imagine what the change that would 

make.  But it takes the “Slight Edge” to gear yourself to death.  

So, I told Christian, I said, “Christian, I want you to do a three 

two one program.  Because first of all, I understand just going to 

be hard to get folk to do what they don’t want to do.  So, you 

need to put what they want they to do first and bigger.  I said so, 

“For every hour you spend, I want you to divide it into 3, 2, 1.  I 

want you to spend 30 minutes on your body because you want to 

work-out you’re doing that already on your own.  You’re working 

out like master, that’s the basketball, spend 30 but I want you 

spend 20 minutes on your mind.  Start studying, start reading 

even beyond your school work, because most of the stuff I 
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learned and I know, I didn’t learn it in school.  I studied it on my 

own.  So, you learn and you start study the book is life because 

no matter what it is, you learn to study and I said, “The one 

part, you put that on your spirit.”  So, you spend 30 minutes on 

your body, 20 minutes on your mind and 10 minutes on your 

school.  “Well, pastor, how come you’re going to spend 30 

minutes on your spirit?”  Because first, you’re not going to do it.  

That number, you got to be really about this stuff.  That’s why 

you’re not going to do it.  (00:21:39) or do it.  Going to be struggle 

to get him with the 10 minutes, you know, you all some of you 

guys would improve tremendously if you put 10 minutes a day 

on your spirit.  So, if we can learn, to dunk a fault, and we study 

and improve our mind, our spirits this is the Bible, if we spend 

time in prayer, every day, I spend an hour a day in prayer, 40 

minutes in the morning and 20 minutes a night.  If we spend an 

hour, working on our spirit every day, and some of you?  You 

don’t need an hour, if you just spend 10 minutes, it will start 

making a tremendous difference with you. 

 

This is the “Slight Edge” principle, but so often we don’t do that.  

Then with our money, you’ll be surprised how much change you 

accumulate when you start saving, you’ll be surprised how much 

change you accumulate.  But it requires constant discipline, of 

putting any and not taking in.  I talked about that when I talked 

about the power of the penny, but just with our money, if we 

could just do that with our money, it would at least solve our 

money problems.  It won’t solve all your problems but it will 

solve your money problems.  Then you got your relationship 

problems, you know what this is?  This is a sheet set.  This is a 

bedroom sheet set.  Now, do I need to explain this?  Now, that 

does not solve our problems, to have your bedroom and have 

your bed right done solve all problems, but I will tell you this, 

then all about years of marriage counseling we’ve never had a 

couple bust up who had that bed right.  I will tell you that.  So, 

when stuff going to join right, it manifests in the bed.  So, if you 

get the bed right, why does the bed, I don’t want to fool with you 

because you got to get it right.  So, if you get it right in the bed. 

 

That’s why when Jesus said, “If you’re a master over few 

things.”  He didn’t say, “One thing.”  He said, “A few things.”  So, 

it does take a few things in life for you to become faithful and to 

become a master.  When you become a master of a few things, 

He’ll expand and open you up to where you are master of many 

things.  But it begins with that “Winning Edge” that principle 
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that Jesus talked about.  And we have to become faithful and we 

have to become diligent with that. 

 

George Bolt, he worked at a small hotel.  And this story is 

famous in the hotel industry, he worked to a small hotel.  He 

had an elderly couple to come to him one day to check in, but the 

hotel was full.  But the couple was tired, it’d been a long day, 

and there was nowhere else in this town to stay.  All of the other 

hotels where full.  It was no rooms anywhere.  So, George Bolt 

looked at the couple, he said, “Look, I tell you what I do.  I’m the 

manager here.  If you can accommodate in, if you don’t mind.  I 

will give you my room.”  And the couple said, “You don’t have 

reason on.  I don’t want your tie (00:24:28), I will give you my 

room.  So, George Bolt, gave the couple his room.  And as the 

couple was checking out, the man looked at George Bolt, he said, 

“Look, you need to be manager of a fine hotel.”  He said, “One 

day, I’m going to build you a hotel.”  A few years later, he got a 

letter, in the letter were two tickets to come to New York.  When 

he flew to New York, there he showed him the hotel was the 

Waldorf Astoria, and the man was George Aster, one of the 

wealthiest man in the country. 

 

00:25:00 

 

He built him the finest hotel in the country, and brought that 

man as the manager.  He was faithful in small things.  And 

when you become faithful in small things, sometimes God will 

place you in something that’s so big and so magnificent, so quick 

to servants where from minors to cities all in a flash. 

 

In I Kings 19:19, we read of Elijah calling Elisha, Elisha was 

working hard in the fields with his oxen, when Elijah called him.  

God always calls those who are working hard and faithful in 

their circular occupation.  Moses was faithfully looking after his 

father’s lost sheep when God called him.  David, was looking 

after sheep and fighting with lions and bears.  Amos, was a 

hard-working horseman.  Peter, James, John and Andrew were 

hard working fishermen.  Matthew, was sitting at the table 

working on his accounts.  We never see anywhere in the Old 

Testament or the New Testament that God called a lazy man for 

his service.  We don’t find Elijah going to Elisha’s house when he 

was fast asleep and called him there.   God calls people who He 

can depend on.  He calls people who are faithful over small 

things.  And then will put them in charge of cities, will put them 
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in charge of states, will put them in charge of nations.  What is 

your mina?  And what you’re going to do with it?  What is your 

mina?  And what you’re going to do with it?  You have a choice.  

I’m putting it in a handkerchief and letting it sit or focusing 

using the “Slight Edge” principles of doing something every day 

and you will multiply.  It may take 10,000 hours, but you got 

time, you got time.  And that’s one of the things that the wealthy 

look at time differently than those who are not.  You’ve got time.  

Take the mina that God has given you.  Use the “Slight Edge 

Principle”, multiply it, watch it grow a little by little by little 

every single day.  And one day you wake up, you’ll be the mayor 

of the city or you own the bank and your life will have 

transformed.  What may appear to be miraculously but it is not 

a miracle.  It’s the “Slight Edge.”  It’s the winning edge that 

makes the difference. 

 

You can go to brotheroftheword.com and watch the entire 

twelve-part series of the “Slight Edge” it will change your life at 

brothereoftheword.com.  Thank you for joining us today at 

Brothers of The Word because brother, you need the word. 

 

Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com.  This was Part 11 of 

the message titled “The Slight Edge” subtitled, “The Winning 

Edge” by Nathaniel Bronner.  This message is number 5632.  

That’s 5632.  To listen to over a thousand free messages or to 

send this message number 5632 to a friend, go to 

brothersoftheword.com.  Listen to brothersoftheword.com often 

because brother, you need the word. 

 

(Music Playing:  00:28:08 - 00:28:15) 

 

00:28:15 

http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/5632.mp3

