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Nathaniel Bronner: A true friend will give you their last chicken wing. 

 

Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com.  This is the message 

title, “You Need At Least One Friend” by Nathaniel Bronner.  

This message is number 5642, that’s 5642.  Listen to over a 

thousand free messages on brothersoftheword.com 

 

(Music Playing) 

 

Female: And now for 5642, You Need At Least One Friend. 

 

Nathaniel Bronner: Thank you for joining us today at Brothers of the Word, 

because brother you need the word. 

 

 And today, the message actually comes from something that my 

youngest son, Reverend George Bronner spoke.  He got ordained 

a week ago.  He is nine years old, but around the house, we’ll 

hear George say some things and sometimes these things are 

deep and as he was ordained last week, I had several people 

come up to me and said, “That was George spoke, administering 

to me all week long.”  He didn’t talk very long, but what he says 

has a tendency to stick and George made a simple statement.  

He simply said, fear is a choice and it just stock with folks.  

Then you know, he also mentioned that, why are you worried 

about being wrong?  No need for you to have been scared of that 

until it happens. 

 

Do you know we got robbed at night?  Because there were three 

cars that got broken into and when I heard about that the cars 

had gotten broken into, it happens very, very rarely, but I don’t 

think this was accidental because I was one of the last ones to 

leave church and I was thinking about, those folks who broke 

into cars maybe is still out there.  Then I remembered George’s 

words, fear is a choice.  That’s what I choose, not to be scared.  I 

walked out on the door and nothing happened. 

 

So often times, his words are short, but they have a great deal of 

meaning and George was preparing for the next year school as 

this year ended and they’re opening up a new charter school out 

near where his current school is now, which is a private school; 

so the charter school is free, so a lot of his friends were shifting 

to the new school and it looked like George’s friends, his male 

friends, may be gone for the next year and my wife was talking 

to George about it and she was saying, “Well, George if all of 
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your friends go to the new school, you won’t have any friends left 

at the school.”  And George spoke something to my wife, he 

simply said this, he told her, “I don’t need but one friend.”  And 

when my wife told me that, it shook me.  He said, I don’t need 

but one friend.  And that thing had a depth of meaning because 

sometimes his stuff is short, but it’s like deep.  I don’t need but 

one friend. 

 

So I’m beginning today a three-part series.  Part one, you need 

at least one friend, part two, how to be a friend and part three, 

how to choose and get a friend because in today’s society even 

among pastors of churches, the stats say this.  The stats say that 

80% of all pastors do not have a close friend.  Four out of five 

pastors do not have a close friend and I know that’s an accurate 

figure because of the pastors that I associate with and 

sometimes I’ve gotten into conversations or been off on a 

conference with them and just got to talking.  They open up to 

me and they’ll say, “Pastor Bronner, I’ve been carrying this load 

around for the longest and I just don’t have anybody to talk to.”  

This is the pastor.  Four out of five pastors do not have a close 

friend and the same ratio fundamentally applies to First Ladies.  

George says, I don’t need but one friend, but getting that one 

friend is not the easiest thing in the world, but people you need 

a friend. 

 

Now, I know we all know the song, What a Friend.  We all know 

the song and yes, you do need to be friends with Jesus, but you 

need an earthly flesh and blood.  Somebody who you can talk to, 

because you can talk to the Lord, but sometimes you need… 

 

00:05:00 

 

You see Elijah told his story with his young daughter one night 

and she was going upstairs and sees her dad and I’m scared and 

he said, “Go on upstairs, Jesus is with you.”  Jesus is with you 

and she just stopped in the middle of the stairs and turns and 

said, “Daddy, I need somebody I can see.” 

 

So sometimes with a friend, you need someone you can see.  You 

need someone you can talk to.  You need someone that you can 

go back and forth with.  You need a friend and for so many 

people today, they do not have a true close friend.  They got 

acquaintances.  I’ve got 5,000 friends on Facebook and that’s the 

maximum at the current time, that’s the limit.  I’ve got 5,000 



www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/5642.mp3 

friends and I’ve got a list of friend requests, I can’t get to the end 

of it.  I don’t even know how many friend requests are there, 

because I filled it up with the 5,000 over a year ago, so I got all 

these tons of friend requests.  I’ve got 5,000 friends on Facebook, 

but people let me tell you, those are not true friends.  Even 

though you may get tons of friend requests and even though you 

may have tons of friends on Facebook, those are not true friends. 

 

Let me give you an illustration of just what a true friend is and 

sometimes I like to just break it down into something you can 

chew on, something you can see, something you can understand.  

So let me give you just a quick illustration of a true friend, a 

true friend, not Facebook friends, a true friend.  A true friend is 

someone and you are both hungry and the food has run short.  A 

true friend is someone who will give you their last chicken wing.  

They will give you -- even though they are hungry, they will give 

you their last chicken wing and this chicken wing is good. 

 

I had my wife stop off today at KFC.  I said, “Look, go in to 

KFC,” because they were closed when I came back coming to 

church.  I said, “Go in KFC, get three grilled chicken wings.”  So 

my wife called me, she said, “I’ve got the chicken wings.”  She 

said, “You want to use the chicken wings, I understand in your 

sermon illustration today.”  I said, “Yes, I do.”  She said, “But do 

you need all three chicken wings?”  Because see the chicken 

wings were smelling all over the car.  She had a couple of the 

kids with her in the car and she said, “Do you need all three of 

the chicken wings?”  I said, “Why are you asking if I need all 

three of the chicken wings?”  She said, “Well,”  See a true friend 

-- so people, what I have in the box is the last chicken wing.  See 

a true friend will give you their last chicken wing.  How many of 

us have true, I mean true, true friends? 

 

Perhaps the greatest friendship in the Bible, one of the most 

precious and profound friendships was the relationship and joy 

between King Saul’s son, Jonathan and David.  And Jonathan 

was a true friend of David, who was at that time, not a king.  

You see the very name Jonathan means Jehovah has given.  So 

the greatest friendship in the Bible, the man’s name meant 

Jehovah has given.  Sometimes it takes God to really give you a 

real true friend, a friend that you can really count on.  I 

remember years ago, I was in prayer and God spoke something 

to me that was deep.  He simply said this, He said, a friend is 

more valuable than a fortune and that may seem to be 
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contraindicated or not quite accurate because who wouldn’t 

choose a fortune over a friend, but if you have the fortune, 

without the friend. 

 

I never will forget in the movie about Billie Holiday -- and Diana 

Ross was playing Billie Holiday and Billy Dee Williams was 

playing her husband and Diana Ross had gone over to Europe 

and she had left Billy Dee and Billy Dee flew over to Europe and 

he was knocking on the door and Diana Ross wouldn’t open the 

door.  She said, “Go away.  I got it made, now I’m successful.  I 

don’t need you anymore,” and Billie Dee with his deep baritone 

voice, rolled through the door and he simple spoke, she could 

hear it vibrating through the door and he said, “Success is 

nothing without someone you love to share it with.” 

 

00:10:00 

 

A friend is more valuable than a fortune.  Having just one truly 

good friend can change your whole world.  First Samuel 18:1, 

dealing with David and Jonathan.  Now when he had finished 

speaking to Saul, the soul of Jonathan was knit to the soul of 

David and Jonathan loved him as his own soul.  Do you have a 

friend who will give you their last chicken wing even though 

they themselves are hungry?  You see a mother will do that for 

her child.  A mother will go hungry, so that her child can eat.  

Do you know what it’s like to have a friend who will sacrifice 

what they want for you -- (00:10:56), that’s more valuable than a 

fortune. 

 

I asked my son, Josees, as we were coming to church.  I said, 

“Josees, what is meant to you by having a true blue friend?”  He 

said, “Someone I can depend on, someone I can trust.”  And I 

said, “If you had a friend and there was one chicken wing left 

and your friend gave you that chicken wing, would that indicate 

true friendship to you?”  He said, “It depends.”  He said, “It 

depends on whether my friend wanted the chicken wing.  If he 

didn’t want the chicken wing, if it was just an extra chicken 

wing because he was full of chicken wings already then it 

doesn’t mean much, but if he was hungry, if he wanted that 

chicken wing, if he looked at that chicken wing with his lips 

salivating and then he decided, ‘Oh my friend Josees, I would 

rather for Josees to have this chicken wing than me.’”  Do you 

have a true friend?  
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First Samuel 20:17, now Jonathan again calls David to vow 

because he loved him, for he loved him as he loved his own soul.  

Second Samuel 1:26, and this is a deep verse:  “I am distressed 

for you, my brother Jonathan.  You have been very pleasant to 

me.  Your love to me was wonderful surpassing the love of 

women.”  Now, this is from David.  You all know about David 

and Bathsheba, but the part you may not have gleaned and 

perused from the scripture, David had concubines in every city 

that he went to.  He had multiple wives.  Now, he may not have 

had as many as his son Solomon who had 700 wives and 300 

concubines, but I don’t know it didn’t say.  All it said is when he 

goes to different cities, he got concubines and wives in every one 

of those cities, so I don’t know.  He may not have a thousand, 

but he had a whole lot of them and if he was the king, he didn’t 

have the ugliest women.  The king had the best women in all 

kingdom.  So here for David to make the statement that 

Jonathan, your love for me as a friend -- and see the king is 

adored, the king is worshipped.  The king is almost like a 

popstar and just the most powerful man in the land, so women 

just didn’t take him for granted because they had a whole lot of 

them.  It’s different if he just got one. 

 

Now see the President of the United States probably does not 

have the adoration from his wife because he didn’t want it.  She 

got him all to herself and once you get him all to yourself, you 

know, you don’t quite compete as much as you do if you’ve got 

some competition.  David’s women had some competition.  There 

was a whole lot of competition.  So David’s women did not take 

David for granted.  They saw, but didn’t rest because they may 

not get a chance to be with the king but once a quarter, so if you 

didn’t have a chance to get with the king but once a quarter, you 

will give the king everything you’ve got.  You aren’t going to hold 

back nothing from the king.  Do you understand that?  So that’s 

what I’m trying to paint this picture for you.  The king wouldn’t 

just do it with an average situation then I know women, you all 

try to take care of your man but it’s a whole lot different if you 

haven’t seen a man but once every three months and then you’ve 

got these other 200 women after your man and all these kind of 

stuff and you’ve got to make an impression on the king, that’s a 

whole different ballgame.  That’s a whole different ballgame.  

So, when David said, “Look man, the love that you have for me 

surpasses,” that wasn’t a light statement.  Do you have a true 

friend? 
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Let me just give you even some of the medical stuff that goes 

along with friendship.  Jesus said, “Greater love hath no man 

than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.  Ye are my 

friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you.  Henceforth I call 

you not servants; for the servant knoweth not what his lord 

doeth: but I have called you friends; for all things that I have 

heard of my Father I have made known unto you.”  Now that’s 

the friend in Jesus. 

 

00:15:00 

 

But I’m talking about just a flesh and blood, regular earthly 

friend, it makes a difference just in how you prosper and survive 

on earth, but friends may help your life last longer.  According to 

an Australian study conducted by the Centre for Ageing Studies 

at Flinders University, the study followed nearly 1,500 older 

people for 10 years.  It found that those who had a large network 

of friends outlived those with the fewest friends by 22%.  Why is 

this so?  The author suspect that good friends discouraged 

unhealthy behavior such as smoking and heavy drinking and 

the companionship provided by friends may ward off depression, 

boost self-esteem and provide support.  Also as people age, they 

may become more selective in their choice of friends, so they 

spend more time with people they like.  I got about four pages of 

research that just talks about the health benefits, less cancer, 

dramatically less heart disease, live longer, sleep deeper, go to 

sleep easier, just from having a good solid friend.  A friend is 

more valuable than a fortune. 

 

One of the stories that has always been to me perhaps the 

epitome of friendship is the story of two friends who in World 

War II and one of the friends had gone out on the frontlines and 

the guy got wounded and was laying out, dying, but it was a 

heavy fire fight, so they were all in a foxhole and the friend said, 

“Look, I’ve got to go and get my friend, ” but his sergeant said, 

“Look man, you can’t go out there, it’s too dangerous, you’ll get 

wounded, and your friend probably is too far gone to save him 

anyway.”  He said, “I’ve got to go.”  He got up out of his foxhole 

and ran over to where his friend was and while he was running 

over to where his friend, he got shot and he grabbed his friend 

and brought his friend back to the foxhole and put him in the 

foxhole and the sergeant looked at his friend, but his friend was 

dead and the man who had gone to get him was bleeding heavily 

and he knew he wasn’t going to make it long and the sergeant 
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looked in his eyes, “I told you not to go out there.  I told you it 

probably won’t do any good to go out and try to get him and I 

told you, you could get hurt going out after him.”  He said, “Was 

it worth it?”  He said, “Yeah, it was worth it.”  “He said, it was 

worth it because when I got to my friend, he was morbidly 

wounded, he was bleeding, he was in pain, but he looked up at 

me and he said, ‘Jim, I knew you would come.’”  Now, this is the 

part of where, do you have a friend who would give you their last 

chicken wing and they’re hungry?  Friendship makes such a 

difference in life and we need friends.  It was why Jesus he 

never sent the disciples out by themselves.  He always sent 

them out with a friend and often times a friend was their 

brother, but he never sent them out alone because he understood 

one could put a 1,000 to flight, but two could put 10,000 -- two 

people together, two friends could be 10 times more effective 

than one. 

 

Do you have a friend who would give you their last chicken 

wing?  And I know that’s a silly example, but it’s real.  Because 

people get picky by the food when it’s about to run short.  Do you 

have a friend?  And over the next two messages, we’re going to 

be talking about the next message.  First of all, how to be a 

friend because there are some things that you need to do.  See 

everybody, when you hear this message, you say, yeah pastor, I 

want a friend like that, but if you want a friend like that, you 

got to be a friend like that.  Because you have the tendency to 

draw what you are.  So if you’re talking about, I just can’t find 

any friends, what the hoop, you have a tendency to draw and 

keep what you are.  So first thing is, we’re going to train on how 

to be a good friend and then how to choose and get your good 

friend.  All of us need a friend.  Jesus is there with us, but we 

need somebody we can see. 

 

We need somebody we can talk to.  We need somebody that 

when things go wrong as they will, that you can pour your heart 

out.  And do you know it makes you feel a whole lot better if you 

can just talk to somebody?  I mean the preachers who have 

talked to me, just said, “Pastor, I just feel so much better 

because I have had somebody to talk to,” and people think that 

ministers don’t have -- ministers need friend, we got issues and 

sometimes, I know, people say well if you hear from the Lord, 

that’s all you need.  Not all you need.  You need some other 

stuff.  I mean the Lord supplies all, but you need some other 

stuff, but the Lord supplies the other stuff.  So as we go into 
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these series, we will learn how to get, how to be, how to choose 

what we need because all of us need a friend. 

 

00:20:00 

 

We thank you for joining us today at Brothers of the Word.  

What a friend we have in Jesus, but we need our earthly friends 

also, so go and listen to the other two parts of this series at 

brothersoftheword.com absolutely free, one friend.  Thank you 

for joining us today at Brothers of the Word, because brother, 

you need the word. 

 

Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com.  This was the 

message titled “You Need At Least One Friend” by Nathaniel 

Bronner.  This message is number 5642, that’s 5642.  To listen 

to over a thousand free messages or to send this message 

number 5642 to a friend, go to brothersoftheword.com.  Listen to 

brothersoftheword.com often because brother, you need the 

word. 

 

(Music Playing) 

 

00:21:01 


