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Nathaniel Bronner: Nobody prays for them to be the good instead of wanting 

the good. 

 

Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com.  This is Part 2 of 

the message titled, “One Friend”, subtitled “How To Be A 

Friend” by Nathaniel Bronner.  This message is number 5643, 

that’s 5643.  Listen to over a thousand free messages on 

brothersoftheword.com. 

 

(Music Playing) 

 

Female: And now for 5643, One Friend Part 2, How To Be A Friend. 

 

Nathaniel Bronner: Welcome to Brothers of the Word, because brother you 

need the word. 

 

 And today’s message is Part 2 of a message I began with the last 

message and it’s centered from my youngest son Reverend 

George Bronner.  And at his school, a lot of the students were 

not going to be in his class for the next year.  My wife was 

concerned about that and my wife told George that, “George, 

many of your friends won’t be there next year.  You won’t have 

some of them.”  And the message stand from the answer that 

George spoke to my wife.  And when she told me about it, I 

understood the deepness and the revelation behind the child’s 

words.  And George simply said, “Mama, I don’t need but one 

friend.”  And from that simple statement came the series of 

messages called “One Friend.”  And in the first message, I went 

over some of the reasons and some of the whys of why we all 

need a friend.  And though we have a friend in Jesus, we need 

some earthly, physical folk we can see and talk to and listen to, 

we need some physical stuff.  Though Jesus is the bread of life, 

you’re all going to eat today if you know what I mean.  So we 

need some physical in addition to the spiritual, one friend. 

 

And today’s message is subtitled “How To Be A Friend.”  

Oftentimes, as a pastor, women will come to you and even 

though it affects me and women seemed to verbalize it more.  

Women will come and they will ask, “Pastor, can you pray for me 

to get a good husband.  Can you tell me how to find a good 

man?”  And every pastor goes through this and they will hear it 

over and over and over again as the woman gets to a certain 

point in her life, she’ll begin to express this more and more 

(00:03:04).  “I’m praying to get a good husband.  I’m praying to 
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get a good man.”  But what I have never heard, I have never had 

a woman come to me and said, “Pastor, can you pray for me, can 

you help to be a good wife.”  Always want a good husband, I have 

never had one to come and ask, “Can you help me, can you pray 

for me to be a good wife?”  Because see, what will happen even if 

you get a good man and you’re not a good wife there’s going to be 

some problems.  One way or another, there’s going to be some 

problems and anybody can say, “Lord, I want a good wife, I want 

a good husband,” but nobody prays for them to be the good 

instead of wanting the good. 

 

 You see, everybody wants a good friend but the Bible says in the 

first half of Proverbs 8:24, “A man who has friends must himself 

be friendly.”  The second part of that verse deals with, but there 

is a friend that’s closer than a brother, but I want to focus on 

that first half of Proverbs 8:24.  “A man who has friends must 

find himself friendly.”  You see, the truth is you do not attract 

what you want, you attract what you are.  So, if you want a 

friend, you need to be a good friend.  Charlie Brown -- do you all 

remember the cartoon comic strip character.  Charlie Brown 

asked Linus, “What would you do if you felt that nobody liked 

you?”  Linus thought about it and he responded, “Well, Charlie 

Brown, I guess I would take a real hard look at myself and ask if 

I am doing anything that turns people off. 

 

00:05:01 

 

 And I would ask myself, how can I improve myself?  Do I need to 

change in some way?”  “Yeah, that’s my answer, Charlie Brown.”  

And Charlie Brown looked at him and frowned and say, “I hate 

that answer.”  Because Charlie Brown did not want the answer 

that perhaps the reason that he felt nobody liked him, the 

reason that he didn’t have a real close friends, perhaps the 

reason that it seemed to have all these problems with folk, 

perhaps the reason was that Charlie Brown needed to change 

some things.  There’s a quote that goes, “I went out to find a 

friend but could not find one there.  I went out to be a friend and 

friends were everywhere.”  So, when you change your mentality 

from I want a good husband to I want to be a good wife, some 

stuff will change.  When you change your mentality from I want 

a good wife or I want to be a good husband, some stuff will 

change.  When you change and put the emphasis on where the 

real change needs to be, stuff will miraculously, wonderfully, 
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fabulously, stuff will go to change in your world.  If a man wants 

to have friends he must find himself friendly. 

 

Proverbs, Old Testament, but just as modern as if it were an 

hour ago.  A newspaper in England gave a reward for the best 

definition of a friend and they got thousands of entries.  And the 

winning entry simply said this, “A friend is one that comes when 

everyone else goes.”  And in life, I hurt my wrist a few weeks ago 

and I actually don’t wear this wrist brace very much.  That’s 

probably why it still hurt. 

 

 But today, I chose to wear it in the pulpit because a friend is 

kind of like this wrist brace.  Sometimes, people will hurt some 

stuff and sometimes we need something to brace that thing to 

keep that thing strong, to keep that thing steady but some of us 

don’t even like that ever showed it will hurt.  We like it -- just 

nothing wrong with me, I’m fine.  And I’m doing -- but this thing 

hurts.  Do you understand that?  And that’s the way we are 

sometimes in life.  We’re like nothing wrong and your wrist is 

just as hurt and you can feel it, you can feel what you imagined, 

you put all these heavy pressure and then just popped 

something, and you need a friend, you need a brace but your 

pride.  So I’m independent, I don’t need help, I can stand on my 

own.  Do you not know how strong how I am.  And you’re not 

that strong that’s why you sometimes cry at night, that’s why 

you sometimes have this heavy weight and its burden because 

you need a friend and if you have a friend, two can carry ten 

times the load as one.  That’s why Jesus never said folk out by 

themselves, he sent them out with a friend.  And when you have 

a friend that help (00:08:14) and help to stabilize some of the 

stuff in your life.  You can do a whole lot more and it will hurt a 

whole lot less. 

 

General Ulysses S. Grant had a man who was a true friend to 

him.  Now, many of you know who Grant was.  A civil war hero, 

mighty man, his name -- his friend was John Rawlins.  He was 

the general’s chief of staff.  But it was Rawlins who gave 

General Grant and made him make a pledge that he would not 

drink alcohol because General Grant had problem with alcohol.  

Some of you all listen to the sound of my voice right now have a 

problem with alcohol or some other kind of alcohol(ph) you got a 

problem with.  When Grant broke his pledge and started 

drinking, Rawlins went to Grant and pleaded with him and 
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successfully persuaded him to reaffirm his commitment and 

turn away from liquor. 

 

Now, today if you go to the Capitol Building in Washington D.C., 

there stands a monument to General Grant sitting on his horse 

in his big dramatic pose.  But what most people don’t know is 

that the other in the Pennsylvania Avenue and a little bit to the 

South is a place called Rawlins Park where there is another 

statue.  It’s a very ordinary statue, much smaller, common place 

looking among statues but this is the statue of John Rawlins, 

the man responsible for keeping General Grant from falling off 

his horse. Dealing with the creeping effects of alcohol abuse in 

his life was something Grant knew he had a hard time 

controlling.  So, Grant had to find a friend and he couldn’t do it 

by himself. 

 

00:10:00 

 

 He needed a brace and Rawlins was that brace.  So, Grant when 

his statue was built had one of Rawlins put on the other end 

because Grant knew, “If it wasn’t for my friend, I would not have 

stayed on this horse.  A friend is someone who tells me the truth 

about me.  I want to know when my work stinks and when I’m 

being hurtful or stupid.  I expect my friends to save me from 

myself.” That’s what Grant says.  Faithful of the words of a 

friend is what Proverbs said. 

 

 Now, back in the fifteenth century, in a tiny village near 

Nuremberg, lived a family with 18 children.  Pastor James has 

seven, this man had 18.  And he had to work really 18 hours a 

day trying to keep food on the table for his family.  But even in 

their serious poverty, two of the boys called Albrecht and Albert 

had a dream.  Both of them wanted to be artists, both of them 

wanted to be painters.  But yet, they knew that there was no 

way their father was ever going to be able to afford to send them 

to the art school which was in Nuremberg.  So, the two brothers 

got together and they made a pact among themselves.  And they 

said, “We’re going to flip a coin.  Whichever one of us wins the 

coin toss will go to the Nuremberg University and the other one 

will stay home and work in the mines to pay for the education of 

the first.  Then when the first one graduates, he will work and 

pay for the education for the second one.  In that way, both of us 

can go to the university, both of us can become trained and both 

of us can become artists.”  Well, Albrecht won the coin toss and 
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his brother Albert went to work in the mines.  And when 

Albrecht went to Nuremberg University, they instantly 

recognized his talent, he became a great student and when he 

graduated he had all of these art commissions, he was started 

making all of these money and when he came home they threw 

him a big party.   

 

And there at the party, he stood up and he said, “And now 

Albert, blessed brother of mine, it is your turn.  Now, you can go 

to Nuremberg to pursue your dream and I will take care of you.”  

And Albert rose and he softly said, “No brother, I cannot go to 

Nuremberg.  It’s too late for me. Look at what four years in the 

mines have done to my hands.  The bones of every finger have 

been smashed at least once and lately I have been suffering from 

arthritis so badly in my right hand that I cannot even hold this 

glass to return your toast, much less make delicate lines with a 

pen or brush.  No brother, it’s too late for me.”  

 

 More than 450 years have passed since that event.  By now, 

Albrecht Dürer was hundreds of masterful portraits hanged in 

every great museum in the world, but the arts of the two have 

never seen his most familiar painting.  Do you all have that 

picture (00:13:11) at AV department?  It’s called the “Praying 

Hands.”  And see, you probably seen that picture, he painted 

that because it was his brother and if you notice the picture of 

the hands, the fingers are bit narrowed and they’ve been 

crushed and that was his brother, that was his friend.  

Sometimes in life, you can’t do the stuff on your own.  You need 

help, you need a friend.  Who do you know who needs you to be 

your true friend to them today?  And if they do, how do you be a 

friend?  I’ve got in this bag, what I called the “friendship kit.”  

And I want to show you what’s in this bag for the friendship kit. 

 

First thing you need is a piece of duct tape.  And I know you’re 

saying, “What in the world do I need some duct tape for?”  Let 

me show you what you need this duct tape for.  You need to take 

a piece of duct tape.  And you need to put this duct tape over 

your mouth.  And why is that?  You’re saying, “Pastor, why do I 

need to put this duct tape over my mouth?”  Because one of the 

things that you need to do as a friend is you need to listen.  See, 

many of us want a friend so we can have somebody to talk to.  

See, a good friend listens.  We want a friend so we can pour out 

all our stuff so we can talk about all of our dreams, and our 

accomplishments and our difficulties and our thoughts and 
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dreams and all these kinds.  We want a friend to have someone 

to talk to.  But that’s why you need to know how to be a friend.  

You need to be able to listen. 

 

00:15:00 

 

 And you need to take this tape, put it across your mouth and 

just listen.  You need to be what you want someone else to be to 

you.  You don’t need to talk all the time, listen!  Some of you 

need this duct tape, right now. 

 

Second thing you need is the button.  And the button goes in the 

same place and has the same form as the duct tape, you need to 

button up your lips when you have too much negative to say.  

And there are some instances when you need to tell the truth.  

But usually, what your friend will need -- trust me, the world 

gives you enough negative. You don’t have trouble finding 

negative.  Negative is all around -- a real friend, you feel better 

when you leave than what you did when you got doomed.  That’s 

one of the real measures in your heart of a real friend.  A real 

friend, you feel better when you leave than what you did when 

you got doomed.  That’s a real friend.  And some of you have to 

button up your lips in terms of what you’re just saying to them. 

 

Third thing you need, you need some tissue for drying up the 

tears.  You need to be able to console a friend.  It’s not all about 

negative.  But see, the friend is needed most when things have 

gone not as favorable as you would like.  A friend is needed most 

just like that quote that won the prize.  A friend is someone who 

comes when everybody else goes.  When you got to pull out the 

tissue and dry some tears, you need a shoulder to cry on. You 

need to be able to bring some tissue to help your friend. 

 

The next thing which you’re going to need in the friendship kit is 

you need a toothpick.  You need a toothpick to be able to pick out 

the good qualities in your friend to be able to pick out the good 

qualities in your friend.  And your friend has some great 

qualities.  And oftentimes, many of the problems that so many of 

us faced is that we feel unappreciated.  We feel that everybody 

just got all these negative to say and no one has it but you need 

to be able to pick out the good in your friend.  It will make all 

the difference in the world of how they feel when they leave you 

versus how they feel -- and that’s really the power of friendship.   
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The power of friendship just when you know you’re about to see 

your friend -- burdens go lift. 

 

There’s something about a real good friend just when you even 

thinking about the same.  Stuff happens in almost without 

saying a word.  My friend -- we went to college and we were just 

super close friends and we would laugh just even when I saw his 

number that will come up on my phone, a smile will go on my 

face because I knew we would get ready to have a (00:17:59) one 

intellectual.  We didn’t talk about any deep spiritual stuff, it’ll 

be kind of crazy.  But just when I saw his number, my face 

would light up because I knew whatever I was thinking about 

that maybe burden -- we would get ready to lighten each other’s 

burdens without a question.  So, sometimes you need a toothpick 

just to be able to pick out the good that is in your friend. 

 

 Next thing you need is you need a golden thread.  You know 

friendship is the golden thread that ties together our hearts.  

And when you can tie yourself with a golden thread, there’s 

something about it that’s more valuable than gold.  As God 

spoke to me one morning years ago, a friend is more valuable 

than a fortune.  And I understand that now.  And a lot of you is 

like,“I really have the fortune.” No, the fortune (00:18:55) much 

good with no friend.  A friend is more valuable than a fortune 

and you need this golden thread to tie hearts together.  You 

need a flower.  In the garden of life, every friendship is beautiful 

and unique.  It’s a flower and just flowers in your presence that’s 

why when a person is sick they bring them flowers.  There’s 

something about the presence of a flower that makes you feel 

better.  When you got a real true friend, it’s a flower in life that 

helps make life like a garden. 

 

Then next thing that you’re going to need when you have a 

friend in the friendship kit is you need some lifesavers.  Do you 

know when stuff gets rough? Our friend is a lifesaver.  It’s a 

lifesaver, it’s a lifesaver.  It can sometimes keep you from just 

going off the deep end(ph) -- 

 

00:20:03 

 

-- our friend is a lifesaver.  Next thing you need are some cotton 

balls.  When you got a good friendship, you can use your friend 

and it cushions all of the rough things of life, it just makes it 
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soft.  It just makes it softer.  Some friends are like cotton balls, 

others are like bricks.  So, it makes a difference. 

 

Next thing you need in your friendship kit is you need a rubber 

band.  You need to be flexible.  You know a friend can bond with 

you and they’re able to go with you through the good times and 

through the bad times and times when you sometimes are not 

that much of a friend and they’re able to be flexible.  You don’t 

need rigid friends that just kind of a chain and as you go 

through your moves, they’re gone.  So, you need a friend like a 

rubber band who can be flexible with you. 

 

The next thing in your friendship kit is you need some sweet 

tarts.  Any relationship has some sour and some sweet.  Any 

relationship has some sour and some sweet.  Have you have in a 

relationship that have never had any sour?  Any relationship 

has some sour and some sweet so you need some sweet tarts and 

when the relationship is right even the sour tastes good.  Do you 

understand what I mean?  When the relationship is right even 

the sour tastes good.  So, in your friendship kit, you need some 

sweet tarts.  You need in your relationship and your friendship 

kit.  You need a candle that’s always burning.  You need a 

candle that is always burning and when you get around with 

your friend, there’s something inside of you that lights up. 

 

Next thing you’re going to need in your friendship kit is you’re 

going to need a band aid.   Friends like the tissue, like the 

thread, like the cotton balls, like the lifesavers -- they help patch 

you up when stuff happens.  See, many of us breakdown and 

messed up.  Most folk don’t go on drugs when things are smooth.  

They go on drugs when they go through bumps in life.  They do 

crazy stuff when they go through bumps in life.  A friend helps 

you through the bruises and the scratches and the cuts in life, 

you need a band aid.  And finally in your friendship kit, you 

need a paper clip to just help hold everything together.  A friend 

can just help you hold everything together.  

 

So, for Part 2 of One Friend, How To Be A Friend.  We all want 

a friend, we all want a good friend but first if you focus on how 

to be a good friend, he who has friends finds himself friendly.  If 

you find yourself friendly, you’re going to find that a lot more 

friends will come to you.  We got one more and that’s how to find 

and choose a friend.  But first, you need to be able to be a good 

friend.  How to be a good friend, it will help so much of us in life.  
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Because people I don’t care how strong you are, I don’t care how 

tough you are.  I get so many mountainous(ph) prayer request.  

They write a long prayer request out. 

 

And at the end of the prayer request, they’ll say, “I feel so much 

better just to be able to express this because I don’t have anyone 

to talk to.”  Just to be able to have someone to talk to.  But see, 

you can’t have anybody to talk to who won’t listen, that’s why 

the duct tape is first.  Just to be able to talk with someone who 

has made me feel so much better.  There was an awesome value 

in having a good friend but there’s an even greater value in 

being a good friend.  And that’s the elevation that takes you 

away from the things of world to the things of the spirit.  The 

things of the world you focus on having; the things of the spirit 

you focus on being.  So, when you focus on being a good friend, it 

will change so many of the things in your life. 

 

I’m going to ask my special good friend Pastor C. Elijah and 

Pastor James to come up and -- we got time today, we got about 

17 minutes left.  So, I’m just going to ask -- these are my two 

brothers, we’ve never had an argument.  They are super friends 

so I am going to shut up and let them come up. 

 

00:25:00 

 

James Bronner: Amen.  Let’s give Pastor another hand for that awesome 

message.  I know many of you are wondering even after with all 

that great message.  Many of you are wondering if he’s going to 

share these lifesavers at the end.  Amen.  But even as Pastor 

said about (00:25:35) how he prayed over for those that wanted 

that anointing (00:25:39) birth, that is the same way with the 

friendship.  He has an awesome friends.  There’s nobody better 

qualified and teach this series.  I can see why God placed it 

within his spirit because he exhibits in his life everything that 

he shown you today.  So, I’m just thanking him for being not 

only a brother but the type of friend that he has preached about 

it.  And there’s so many ministers that they preach things that 

they don’t live in their life.  But I can tell you this, the friend of 

Pastor, he exhibits everything that had shown you today.  And 

like he said, it’s indeed a change of mind and a spirit as a higher 

path. 

 

As the Bible says that we are to treat others the way we want to 

be treated and that’s everything that he said today.  We all want 
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others to treat us like what he said.  How many times do we stop 

and focus on exhibiting these qualities to others.  And it’s the 

difference between the higher path and the lower path just like 

everybody wants to be praised on their job and their family.  

When they do something everybody wants to be praised but 

pride brought you down in spirit.  But the opposite extruded 

when we’re alone with God or in church, we praise him.  You feel 

your spirit just go to another level.  It’s really how you enter into 

his presence and you feel problems that we go often.  You feel 

arise in spirit but when we get praised and get caught up in the 

problem, that cause us to get hard in spiritual level to go down.  

These are similar principles when you begin to exhibit them to 

be a friend, to give without expecting anything in return, you’ll 

really begin to feel the spirit of Christ, really live through you. 

It’s one of the greatest ways to even walk and the teachings of 

Jesus is to be a friend, be a friend. 

 

Jesus walked through life not asking people for (00:27:35) If you 

look at all of his works and all of his works, He was giving in 

everything that He did.  He was giving, He was a friend.  John 

could lean on His chest and He fed all those (00:27:47) to feed 

them and gave food and healing the others.  It’s hard to even 

remember him even asking for anything.  He was constantly 

giving so I believe that as you practice what Pastor said even 

those that you know, that you’ll begin to feel your spirit rise and 

go to another level there.  He didn’t even teach you for your 

spiritual level but I believe that as you practice these things and 

begin to live that selfless life of a true friend that you will find 

yourself going to a higher spiritual level.  You’ll find yourself not 

worried and talking about low things of life and you’ll find a 

closer walk with Jesus as you begin to be your friend to others.  

So, I thank Pastor for this awesome message and it allow us all 

to introspect(ph) the data.  Think about our relationships, do we 

have lift others more or do we depend upon others and drag 

them down.  And it causes us to think about ourselves and to be 

able to be a better friend.  So, we thank him so much for this 

message.  And C. Elijah to come now, hey, man. 

 

(Music playing) 

 

C. Elijah: I was going to give my mother my time.  We had a wonderful 

powerful message today.  I think this will have to go on the 

annals of one of the classics, one of the great classics of Pastor 

Nathaniel.  So, this is why we will never forget, we appreciate 
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the visuals because we are visual people.  And so he showed us 

some sermon to really think now -- for us to really grasp it, to 

really identify we didn’t incorporate these items into our lives.  

These friendship traits and qualities that he taught, not only 

work with just having one or two friends in your life but they 

work in terms of winning with people in general.  You win no 

matter where you go in life.  No matter where you go in life if 

you take these principles they’ll cause you to win.  They’ll cause 

you to win at work. 

 

00:30:00 

 

They’ll cause you to win when you’re out, win at home.  You win 

whenever you have these qualities of listening to others and 

picking out the good qualities of others and taking their interest 

in others and supporting others, and encouraging others.  These 

are wining qualities that caused you to win in all relationships 

of life.  Some are grateful to have the reminder today, to have 

these qualities in our lives.  Praise God.  Give him another hand, 

we appreciate that so much.  I knew my mother has something.  

All right, all right. 

 

Female 2: I was sitting there crying.  And I was crying because I saw 

Jesus.  He had 12 apostles and many, many more after that.  

But when they got in trouble, that’s the whole story.  That’s 

what he’s trying to show us, Jesus.  They betrayed and they 

denied and they flew.  They hear, they were afraid and here He 

is being crucified.  He’s been through it so he knows how to 

relate to us.  And I had to cry sitting there because that’s what 

Jesus experienced.  And each one of us will experience that 

along our journey in life.  Do you have just one friend who will 

stick with you closer than a brother?  And as I said they had 

thought about even in my life those of you who know Mrs. 

Mitchell(ph), she came here for the women’s meeting.  I didn’t 

know her and she didn’t know me but God gave her my 

telephone number and told her to call me.  And from that 

telephone call, we were connected as friends. 

 

 Even when my husband passed, I grieved, I went through all of 

these but I never shed of a tear.  My (00:32:13) Mrs 

Mitchell’s(ph) husband died the same week I had left Atlanta 

and I had to gone to Saint Louis to be with my sister.  I got a call 

that her husband has just died.  I said, “I don’t even feel like I 

got enough time to go back to Atlanta,” because I just come 
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through my ordeal.  But yes she was my friend.  So I said, “I got 

to buckle up and I got to go.”  That’s the message.  This is real 

life living.  My mother said, “Religion is nothing but everyday 

living.”  We want to make it something big.  You guys are living 

-- you got to live right.  And you think you have a friend, 

(00:33:01).  A true friend is hard to find.  Jesus says, “Find one.” 

(00:33:08) 

 

(Music Playing) 

 

C. Elijah: My mother said, “Don’t get her started.”  Praise God, we 

appreciate mama for adding the icing to the cake.  Praise God.  

Amen.  Amen. 

 

Nathaniel Bronner: We thank you for joining us today at Brothers of the 

Word.  You can go the brothersoftheword.com and listen to the 

entire series called One Friend absolutely free.  Thank you for 

joining us today at Brothers of the Word because brother, you 

need the word. 

 

Amen, amen and amen. 

 

Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com.  This was Part 2 of 

the message titled “One Friend” subtitled “How To Be A Friend” 

by Nathaniel Bronner.   This message is number 5643, that’s 

5643.  To listen to over a thousand free messages or to send this 

message number 5643 to a friend, go to brothersoftheword.com.  

Listen to brothersoftheword.com often because brother, you need 

the word. 

 

(Music Playing) 

 

00:34:30 


