
Transcribed by Tech-Synergy 

pt. 4 The Disciples - John 
 
Sermon Title: pt. 4 The Disciples - John 
Sermon Number: 5653 
Speaker: Nathaniel Bronner 

 
Link to sermon audio - http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/5653.mp3 
Link to sermon video - http://theark.s3.amazonaws.com/vid/5653.mp4 

 

 

BrothersofTheWord.com 
 

http://www.tech-synergy.com/
http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/5653.mp3
http://theark.s3.amazonaws.com/vid/5653.mp4
http://www.brothersoftheword.com/


www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/5653.mp3 

Nathaniel Bronner: It’s never our love for Christ that saves us, it’s always 
been Christ’s love for us. 

 
Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com.  This is Part 4 of 

the series titled, “The Disciples,” subtitled, “John,” by Nathaniel 
Bronner.  This message is number 5653.  That’s 5653.  Listen to 
over a thousand free messages on brothersoftheword.com. 

 
(Music Playing) 
 
 And now for 5653, “The Disciples Part 4: John.” 
 
Nathaniel Bronner: Welcome to Brothers of the Word because, brother, you 

need the Word. 
 
 And today, we are into Part 4 of the series called “The 

Disciples.” Each message portraying and focusing on one of the 
12 disciples and our prime scripture of the 12 verses out of 
Matthew and when he had called his 12 disciples to him, he gave 
them power over unclean spirits to cast them out and to heal all 
kinds of sickness and all kinds of disease.  Now the names of the 
12 apostles are these.  First Simon who is called Peter and 
Andrew his brother, James the son of Zebedee and John his 
brother, Philip and Bartholomew, Thomas and Matthew the tax 
collector, James the son of Alphaeus and Lebbaeus who’s 
surname was Thaddeus, Simon the Canaanite and Judas 
Iscariot who also betrayed him.  These 12 Jesus sent out and 
commanded them saying, do not go into the way of the gentiles 
and do not enter a city of the Samaritans but go rather to the 
lost sheep of the house of Israel, and as you go preach saying, 
the kingdom of heaven is at hand, heal the sick, cleanse the 
lepers, raise the dead, cast out demons, freely you have received, 
freely give, provide neither gold, nor silver, nor copper in your 
money bills, nor bag for your journey, nor two tunics, nor 
sandals, nor staves for a worker is worthy of his food.  Now, 
whatever city or town you enter, inquire who in it is worthy and 
stay there until you go out and when you go into a household, 
greet it. 

 
 And this is message number four in the series as we deal with 

the fourth disciple that Jesus enumerated.  First Simon who is 
called Peter and Andrew his brother, James the son of Zebedee 
and John his brother.  John, the disciple whom Jesus loved. 
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 John was James’ brother and pastor James preached the last 
message, number 8239 about James.  And he gave us great 
revelation on that, that Peter and Andrew were cousins with 
James and John and Jesus.  They were all family.  Even John 
the Baptist was his first cousin.  So, all of this inner circle folk, 
they were the same bloodline, they were family.  Now, John was 
the second of most prolific writer in the New Testament.  Paul 
was the most.  He wrote 13 or 14 books, depending upon who 
wrote Hebrews.  Matthew, he wrote one book.  Peter wrote two 
books.  The Book of James was actually written by James, Jesus’ 
brother, not James the disciple.  The Book of Jude was written 
by Jude who was also Jesus’s brother.  Now, see how much 
family was in this thing.  I mean, the disciples cousin John the 
Baptist first cousin, James who wrote the Book of James was 
Jesus’ brothers and Jude was Jesus’ brother.  You see how much 
bloodline run through this?  God often he will work through 
families.  He will work through a bloodline and sometimes I 
understand why he has to work through that because the 
teachings flow down and as daddy and mom will taught the 
child their parents will teach him and it goes right on down the 
line.  So, all of this stuff, these were close in family members. So, 
if he, but at New Testament was the disciples and the writers.  
They were all blood relatives.  And actually, John, who wrote 
five books of the Bible, he wrote, of course the Book of John, 
which we sometimes -- 

 
00:05:00 
 
 -- will call big John, then he wrote first, second, and third John 

and he wrote the Book of Revelation.  And even all of the 
Bronner Brothers we go on our annual trip each year, all five of 
us get together and each year one of us will chose and we go in 
order of ages.  So, this year, James is choosing whoever going, he 
chose to go to Tokyo.  Next year, goes back to me, and I get to 
choose the brother’s trip.  And next year, we’re going to the 
Island of Patmos over in Greece where John spent his last days 
where he was exiled to and where there in a cave he lived and 
wrote the Book of Revelation and that cave is still there in 
Patnos.  So, we’re going to go to Patnos and walk into the cave 
actually where John lived and wrote the Book of Revelation. 

 
 In Mark 9:33 it reads, and he came to Capernaum: and being in 

the house he asked them, what was it that he disputed among 
yourselves by the way?  But they held their peace: for by the 
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way they had disputed among themselves, who should be the 
greatest.  And he sat down, and called the twelve, and say it 
unto them, “if any man desire to be first, the same should be be 
last of all, and servant of all.” 

 
 Now see, I imagine that since John was the disciple whom Jesus 

loved and I imagine that since John wrote five books in the New 
Testament, Matthew didn’t write but one.  Peter didn’t write but 
two and the rest of them didn’t write any.  So, I imagine that as 
they discuss among themselves who is the greatest among us 
disciples.  I imagine that John had his saying, I don’t know for 
sure because he didn’t say who was saying they were great, but I 
imagine that because John was the disciple whom Jesus loved, I 
imagine that he would say to the other disciples do you know I 
am the disciple whom Jesus loved and because I am the disciple 
whom Jesus loved, and because I’m the one who write more 
books in all of you, I imagine I am the greatest of all of the 
disciples. 

 
 And sometimes people we can get that way.  The lion is a king of 

the jungle and once the king of the jungle decided to make his 
majesty known, so the lion roared and I don’t know how many of 
you have ever heard a lion roared but if you have heard a lion 
roar, it chills your blood.  It’s a deep fierce roar and there’s no 
question, he is in control.  So, the lion said, I’m going to let 
everybody know and make it known that I am king of the jungle 
and his, I’m going to skip little bit animals.  And he went up to 
the bear and he roared at the bear -- who is the king of the 
jungle.  The bear bowed is heard he say you are almighty lion.  
Then the lion went up to the tiger and roared -- who is the king 
of the jungle.  And the tiger bowed his head and said, you are, 
you are, almighty, mighty lion.  He went up to the Giraffe and 
though he had to look up to the Giraffe he roared up to the 
Giraffe, who is the king of the jungle, and the Giraffe looked 
down and said you are almighty lion.  And then the lion went to 
the elephant and he looked up at the elephant and he roared up 
at the elephant, who is the king of the jungle, and this big all 
daddy elephant looked down to the little lion and took his trunk 
and wrapped it around in lion, picked the lion up, slammed him 
down on the ground, four or five times, slammed him up again to 
the tree, slammed him over in the lake, dragged him across the 
water, pulled him out of water, slammed him down three or four 
times, and then just threw him over to the side.  So, the lion 
laying down on the side, bruised and blooded and he struggled 
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back up and he looked up at the elephant and told him, he said, 
just because you don’t know the answer ain’t no reason to get 
mean about it. 

 
 Sometimes -- 
 
00:10:00 
 
 -- we think that we are greater than we are and Jesus said, 

those among you who would be great must be the servant of all.  
And you see, John, he did a lot but John was a disciple whom 
Jesus loved.  And I had to ask myself, why did Jesus love John 
so much.  And it looked like Jesus loved John more than any 
other disciple because the Bible says, John, the disciple whom 
Jesus loved, and when you read the scripture that deals with it 
now there was leaning on Jesus’ bosom, one of the disciples 
whom Jesus loved.  When Jesus therefore saw his mother and 
the disciple whom he loved standing by he said to his mother, 
woman behold your son, then he said to the disciple, behold your 
mother and from that hour that disciple took her to his own 
home.  Then Peter, turning about, see if the disciple whom Jesus 
loved following, which also leaned on his breast at supper and 
said, Lord which is he that betrayed of thee?  Peter seeing him 
saith to Jesus, Lord, and what shall this man do?  Jesus saith 
unto him, if I will that he tarry until I come, what is that to 
thee, follow thou me then went this saying abroad among the 
brethren, that that disciple should not die yet Jesus said not 
unto him, He shall not die; but, If I will that he tarry until I 
come, what is that to thee?  This is the disciple which testified of 
these things, and wrote these things and we know that his 
testimony is true. 

 
 Now, on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene went to the 

tomb early while it was still dark and saw that the stone had 
been taken away from the tomb.  Then, she run and came to 
Simon Peter and to the other disciple whom Jesus loved and 
said to them, “they have taken away the Lord out of the tomb 
and we do not know where they have laid him.”  Therefore, that 
disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, it is the Lord.  And you 
see it’s not unusual in a group of relatives for one to love one of 
the other greater, that’s not unusual.  So, I could see just with 
normal human interaction that is not necessarily overly strange 
that Jesus may love one of the disciples more than the other 
because that’s kind of normal. 
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I look upon my children and their cousins and there are two of 
them who just like they just love each other and it’s John which 
is James’ son and my son Josee’s they just love each other.  We 
were driving back from an outing one day, it was late and we 
looked back in the back in the van and there was Josee sitting 
up in the seat and John laid his head over on Josee’s chest just 
sleep and James said look at that, they’re not even that close 
with their own brothers, but John and Josee are just close.  
When my children when they turned 13, I made them the 
promise, dad will take you anywhere in the world you want to go 
sort of the right passage into manhood.  When my oldest son 
turned 13, he wanted to go to Alaska, so both of us went to 
Alaska together.  When Josee’s turned 13, I heard God speak, 
ask him if John wants to go and tell him he can go if he wants 
John to go.  And I asked Josee where do you want to go, he said, 
they wanted to go on a cruise.  And I asked him, do you want 
John to go, and instantly, he said, yes!  So, -- so for that cruise, it 
was myself and Josee and John.  And even among the brothers, 
all of the brothers love each other, but James and I are the 
closest among all our little brothers.  We’re the oldest and the 
youngest but we’re the closest and even my mother recognized, 
she says, I’ve never seen anybody like you and James and she 
still remembers a story when James was in college and when I 
had announced that I was getting married, James came home 
and told my mother when he found out he would drive in the 
school, go in to college and he just pulled over by the side of the 
road and started --.  So, it’s a -- it’s a love among brothers -- 

 
00:15:00 
 
 -- that my mother said she had never seen the like of it, so I 

understand in the natural how there are relationships that some 
of them are just stronger than others.  C. Elijah is super close 
with our cousins Jerald(ph), so some relationships are just closer 
than others. 

 
 And the Bible says over and over that John was the disciple 

whom Jesus loved.  John was the only disciple who did not get 
killed.  All of the rest of the 11, not only that did they get killed, 
they got killed horribly.  I mean, they didn’t just die, you know, 
just like that, they were crucified and slayed, and boiled, and 
stabbed, they got killed some horrible.  John, they said he lived 
about 90.  So, John lived to be an old man and all the other 
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disciples and actually it was James, John’s brother, he was the 
first disciple to get killed.  So, you say, they’re like Jesus did love 
John, you know, because he didn’t like John get killed like the 
rest of the disciples like you say love like John was the disciple 
whom Jesus loved.  And yet when Jesus was on the cross, John 
was the only disciple who was there and it was the most 
dangerous point to be because it was dangerous at that time to 
even admit that you were associated with Jesus.  That’s why 
Peter denied him three times.  That’s why they didn’t show up 
at the crucifixion because if they did show up in the crucifixion, 
they might crucify themselves, so you know the man I was 
talking about he really know him, you know he won’t show up at 
the crucifixion that’s why they weren’t there.  It wasn’t like they 
didn’t know where it was. 

 
So, it was like, I wonder why Jesus is being crucified.  It was 
like they didn’t know where it was, those rascals was there.  
They didn’t want to go because they knew they might get 
hanged up on that cross and their job criticizing too much 
because if somebody came in right now with a machine gun and 
start asking you believe in Jesus, you say yeah, pow, you believe 
in Jesus, pow, you believe in Jesus, pow.  By the time they got 
back (00:17:32) and you looking over there and seeing all the 
folk laid out with their hand blown up, by the time that you 
believe in Jesus, well, I don’t know about that, I’ve been asked 
some questions lately.  So, when you have to deal with that 
thing, when you’re facing the barrel of a gun or the cross that 
thing is not as easy as it sounds.  So, don’t you go criticize the 
disciples, they should have been there, they should have been 
scared, fear is a choice but still real. 

 
 So, John was the only one of the disciples who was there with 

Jesus.  And the fact that he showed up at the cross was an 
indication that he was the most willing to die for being 
associated with Jesus.  John, the disciple whom Jesus loved. 

 
 But this is the revelation that I got out of the thing and the 

point of the whole message, Jesus never said that he loved John 
more.  He didn’t even specifically say that the loved John at all.  
What Jesus said in three different places was, number one, a 
new commandment I give unto you that you love one another as 
I have loved you, that ye also love one another.  Number two, as 
the father have loved me, so I have loved you, continue ye in my 
love.  Number three, this is my commandment that ye love one 
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another as I have loved you.  Do you know where Jesus said 
those words, all three of those and he was talking to the 
disciples.  See, Jesus didn’t tell John he loved John, he told all of 
the disciples he loved it.  But do you know where he said those 
words in big John.  Do you know where everyone of the verses 
came from that said, the disciple whom Jesus love, do you know 
who wrote everyone those verses John.  John wrote every one of 
those verses.  Now, let me explain something to you.  See, it’s 
just like my mother who is sitting there.  All of her sons without 
question know that mama loves them and I would be able to 
write just as truthfully Nathaniel, the son who my mother loves 
but C. Elijah would be able to write, C. Elijah the son whom my 
mother loves. 

 
00:20:00 
 
 James would be able to write, James the son whom my mother 

love but not would be able to write but not the son whom my 
mother love.  Bishop Dale would be able to write, Dale the son 
whom my mother love.  See the thing about this is that Jesus 
love them all, John just said it.  Jesus love them all.  John 
recognized a point that so many of us missed that Jesus loves 
you and if you can understand that John could walk at the cross 
without fear because he knew Jesus loves me and he identified 
himself as the disciple whom Jesus love.  Jesus love all of the 
disciples, everyone on the occasion, everyone talks about how 
much Jesus love, everyone John wrote.  Not one word about 
John being the love disciple was written by anybody but John.  
John declared upon himself the truth of the love of Jesus, and he 
was able to write more.  He was able to live longer, all because 
he knew and he was able to stand while other men were afraid 
to treat because John knew that Jesus loved him.  And I noticed 
John did not say the disciple who love Jesus.  He said the 
disciple who Jesus love.  Big difference on a major principle.  His 
hope did not lay in his love for Christ but in Christ’s love for 
him.  It’s a central principle of the divine grace.  We find in other 
word as not that we love God but that he loved us.  We love him 
because he first loved us.  You have not chosen me but I have 
chosen you.  It’s never our love for Christ that saves us.  It’s 
always been Christ’s love for us. 

 
 So, when we understand what John knew, John the disciple 

whom Jesus love.  Nathaniel, the disciple who Jesus love, you 
are free to shout out your name, whom Jesus love and brother 
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I’ve been -- I just want to play this, this is a song that glorify and 
exemplify.  Play the video, and it’s not by a gospel artist, just -- 
you got the video? Play it. 

 
(Video Playing) 
 
Nathaniel Bronner: It’s time to get serious.  Always some serious things to 

remember.  This I know, for the Bible tells me so.  And lets 
trying to cashing.  Cash has done some things.  I didn’t even 
want to pick a gospel singer to sing this.  Cash has done some 
things, like you would.  But still, yes, Jesus loves me, for the 
bible tells me so. 

 
 Nathaniel, the disciple, whom Jesus loves.  When you 

understand that point, that he died because of his love for you, it 
transforms your life.  If you just know one person loves you and 
especially a person with power, it makes the difference.  
Supposed Bill Gates loves you.  Supposed Bill Gates loves you; 
you would have no money problems because a man with the 
most money in the world love but God owns it all and he said his 
son who loves you. 

 
 So, when you understand that Jesus loves you, that’s why when 

you read all of John’s writings he never identified himself by 
name, only one time right in the beginning of Revelation, all of 
his other writings he never identified himself by name, it was 
always the disciple whom Jesus love.  John understood Jesus 
loves me.  This I know, for the bible tells me so.  And if you can 
understand that, it changes how you walk, it changes where you 
walk, it changes your eternal destination.  It adds life to your 
life just to know Jesus loves me. 

 
00:25:10 
 
 Brother, I mean -- as we close, I’m leaving that off to the air but 

I just want you to lead us in the song.  Most of us don’t even 
know the words to all of those stanzas but let’s just sing it, I 
know it’s a child song but we’re children of God.  Just stand up.  
Be just going to go out on this. 

 
 Jesus loves me for the Bible tells me so. 
 
 Jesus loves me this I know. 
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 For the Bible tells me so. 
 
 Little ones to Him belong. 
 
 They are weak, but He is strong. 
 
 Yes, Jesus loves me. 
 
 Yes, Jesus loves me. 
 
 Yes, Jesus loves me. 
 
 For the Bible tells me so. 
 
 If you have the words to the song. 
 
 Can you put the words up. 
 
 Yes, Jesus loves me. 
 
 For the Bible tells me so. 
 
 Jesus loves me this I know. 
 
 Taking children on His knee. 
 
 Saying let them come to me. 
 
 Yes, Jesus loves me. 
 
 Yes, Jesus loves me. 
 
 Yes, Jesus loves me. 
 
 For the Bible tells me so. 
 
 Jesus loves me still today. 
 
 Walking with me on my way. 
 
 Wanting as a friend to give. 
 
 Light and love to all who live. 
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 Yes, Jesus loves me. 
 
 Yes, Jesus loves me. 
 
 Yes, Jesus loves me. 
 
 For the Bible tells me so. 
 
 Yes, Jesus loves me. 
 
 Yes, Jesus loves me. 
 
 Yes, Jesus loves me. 
 
 For the Bible tells me so. 
 
 I hear God speaking right now.  For those and you have 

presently said I need somebody to love me.  There’s a void in 
your heart in life for love.  And one of the principles lives in 
order to draw people to love you, you need to be filled with love 
yourself, it’s just a principle, and I just hear God saying, ask for 
those and they cried out to him recently, they need somebody to 
love them.  So, if this is you, and there is an emptiness in your 
heart because you need somebody to love you, God says to come 
now. 

 
 Yes, Jesus loves me. 
 
 For the Bible tells me so. 
 
 Yes, Jesus loves me. 
 
 Yes, Jesus loves me. 
 
 Yes, Jesus loves me. 
 
 For the Bible tells me so. 
 
 Wow, wow. 
 
 Let me just tell you the verse God spoke to me, because most of 

what we have here the vast majority are women.  The verse that 
he just placed in my spirit, lift me up and I will draw all men 
unto you. 
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00:30:00 
 
 Lift me up and I will draw men unto you.  Life me up.  So, this 

thing comes with a command and a promise.  Lift me up.  So, for 
those and you have cried out in the middle of the night, Lord I 
need someone.  Lift me up and I will draw all men unto you.  
You don’t need all of them, you just need one.  You don’t need all 
of them, you just need one.  You don’t need all of them, you just 
need one.  But lift me up.  See, when this thing happens, when 
the love of Christ starts exuding from you, you -- you don’t only 
have just one to choose from.  It will change some things and 
when God’s love starts to draw then you going to need the 
certain on even which is the right one to choose.  Lift Him up 
and he will draw all men unto you. 

 
 Father, we pray over these who have come now.  Father, we 

pray to fill their hearts with your love.  And from a heart full of 
love it will change the countenance around them.  And Father, 
wherever the person is that you have for them, ye be they even 
on the other side of the world, they’ll see the light and they’ll see 
the beacon and they’ll get up and start moving as they lift you 
up it will draw that which is for them to them.  And right now, 
Father, we just pray the filling of their hearts with your love, 
with your love, with your love.  And thy son Jesus’ name who 
loves us, who loves us, who loves us, who loves us, who loves us, 
who loves us, in thy son Jesus’ name who loves us, we pray. 

 
 Yes, Jesus loves me. 
 
 Yes, Jesus loves me. 
 
 Yes, Jesus loves me. 
 
 For the Bible tells me so. 
 
 Yes, Jesus loves me. 
 
 Yes, Jesus loves me. 
 
 Yes, Jesus loves me. 
 
 For the Bible tells me so. 
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Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com.  This was Part 4 of 
the series titled, “The Disciples” subtitled “John” by Nathaniel 
Bronner.  This message is number 5653.  That’s 5653.  To listen 
to over a thousand free messages or to send this message 
number 5653 to a friend go to brothersoftheword.com.  Listen to 
brothersoftheword.com often because brother, you need the 
Word. 

 
(Music Playing) 
 
00:34:02 
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