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Nathaniel Bronner: Anytime you’re in the midst of people truly of God, you’re 
always on the midst of heroes. 

 
Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com.  This is Part 5 of 

the series titled “The Disciples” subtitled “Philip” by Nathaniel 
Bronner.  This message is number 5654, that’s 5654 listens to 
over a thousand free messages on brothersoftheword.com. 

 
(Music Playing) 
 
Female: And now for 5654 “The Disciples Part 5 Philip.” 
 
Nathaniel Bronner: Welcome to Brothers of the Word, because Brother, you 

need the Word.  And today we are in the series called “The 
Disciples.”   

 
Our main scripture from Matthew Chapter 10 beginning at the 
first verse, and when he called his twelve disciples to him he 
gave them power over unclean spirits to cast them out, and to 
heal all kinds of sickness and all kinds of disease.  Now the 
names of the twelve apostles are these; first, Simon who was 
called Peter, and Andrew his brother, James the son of Zebedee 
and John his brother, Philip and Bartholomew, Thomas and 
Matthew the tax collector, James the son of Alphaeus and 
Lebbaeus whose surname was Thaddaeus.  Simon the 
Canaanite, and Judas Iscariot, who also betrayed him.   

 
These twelve Jesus sent out and commanded them saying do not 
go into the way of the Gentiles and do not enter a city of the 
Samaritans, but go whether to the Lord sheep of the house of 
Israel, and then as you go preach saying, the kingdom of heaven 
is at hand, heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast 
out demons, freely you have received freely give.  Provide 
neither gold, nor silver nor copper in your money bills, no bag for 
your journey, nor two tunics, nor sandals, nor staffs(ph) for a 
worker is worthy of his food, now whatever city or town you 
enter inquire who in it is worthy and stay there until you go out.  
And when you go into a household, greed it.   
 
So today’s topic, deals with that fifth disciple in this Part 5 “The 
Disciples Philip go and see.”  Now Philip is only mentioned in 
the part from the naming of a twelve in the Book Of John, 
nowhere else is anything about Philip mentioned other than he 
was one into twelve in any book, but the Book Of John.  So, 
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Philip wasn’t one of the major disciples, he did write any books 
but there are three characteristics about Philip that I want to 
focus on today because each one of the disciples had 
characteristics about them that relate to us.   So, the three I’m 
going to focus on about Philip, or three did actually they relate 
to us, John Chapter 1, Verse 40, one of the two which heard 
John speak and followed him was Andrew, Simon Peter’s 
brother, he first find that his own brother Sam and then say it 
unto him, we have found the messiahs which he is being 
interpreted to Christ, and he brought him to Jesus, and when 
Jesus beheld him he said, Thou art Simon the son of Jonah, thou 
shalt be called Cephas which is by interpretation of stone.  The 
day following Jesus would go forth into Galilei, and finding 
Philips and say it unto him, follow me.   
 
First characteristic of Philip, Jesus found Philip, Jesus found 
Philip, and then see Andrew found Jesus and then went to get 
his brother Peter and brought Peter to Jesus, but Jesus went 
and found Philip.  You see like Jesus found Paul on the 
Damascus road with most of us someone else will introduce us 
and bring us to God, but with some of us God will show up 
directly, and he may not appear as a burning bush, he may not 
strike you blind on the dark road, but there are signs and 
instances that let us know this is God.  God found me.   
 
Philip the disciples are usually named in pairs, and Philip is 
named with Bartholomew.  Bartholomew is Nathanael.  That’s 
the name equivalent.  The two names of s saint.  So, Philip and 
Nathanael were pairs.  Jesus went and found Philip.  God found 
me.  I had grown up in church all of my life, had going to church 
my mother and father took me to Sunday school, I went to 
weekday service at church, I was in church all of my life, but I 
was a scientist.  I had this strong logical mind.  I took a 
psychological test years ago and it told me the balance of my left 
and right brain and the lady said, you have the most balanced 
left and right brain I’ve never seen you’re 49, 51 which means 
you got a perfect balance of the logical analytical mathematical 
scientific and the creative inspiration and its just balance, but I 
got the strong logical left scientific side.   
 
And college is not the most religiously inspiring place to be.  
They make you take foundational course that you study all 
kinds of philosophy, all kind of world religion and then all kind 
of what they called humanism, it takes you away from the 
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supernatural power of God and not only just college do that, 
seminary does that.  And by the time if you really get in the 
quiet place with most preachers, sometimes they really don’t 
believe in the supernatural power of God.  So, when I came out 
of college, I believed in God but I believed that God was inside.   
God was a part of the super conscious mind of man, and God 
was not in external supernatural force but one day-- you all said, 
“But one day” 
 

All:   But one day. 
 
Nathaniel Bronner:  Just as like with Paul on that Damascus road, just like 

when Jesus went and found Philip, mind begin, one day I simply 
heard I was getting ready to take a friend over to buy a condo 
they were going on auction, he had never owned a home, he’d 
always been in an apartment, he said never owned his home 
because I’m going to take him over and I’m going to help to get 
him a town home, and I heard God speak, you will own seven of 
those units.  And I’m saying to myself, what was that?  Because 
I didn’t know what it was, I didn’t know who it was, I only knew 
that it was.   

 
And I went with him to the auction and the things were so nice 
and they went in such a price, I ended up buying three of them 
and he bought one, ended up to a whole lot of stuff that 
happened and I don’t have time to go into the whole story(ph) 
but I ended up owning seven of those things, I still own them 
today, and they don’t listen something told me, and I heard that 
something, something told me that I would own those seven 
units, and I begin  to hear what I called at the time the voice, I 
didn’t know who it was, I didn’t know where it was, and even 
after years of that I still didn’t know who it was, what it was, I 
just called it the voice, and I remember one early morning, about 
4 o’clock in the morning I woke up, and I said, God if this is you, 
if this is the great God Jehovah, give me a sign, I said, let it 
thunder(ph), and I went back to sleep.   
 
I said, let it thunder and I went back to sleep.  About 6 o’clock 
that morning, I was still sleep, I heard in my room, this is the 
house I used to live in, before I was married and I’ve been 
married now twenty years, it was before I was married, I heard 
in the room that woke me up of crystal like a teapot, and it just 
said, --- its just a whistle, and I woke up, it was a whistle, in the 
middle I woke up that whistle spout in about ten seconds later, 
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that was this loud boom!  And it shook the whole house, it was a 
clap of thunder loud that I ever heard in my life.  And it was a 
slight drizzle outside, it was one clap of thunder, no lightning, 
not another piece of thunder, one solid super loud earth 
shuttering thunder.  And I had to say to myself, well, and see I 
still had this logical left brain side, and I still said, well, that 
really doesn’t prove who it is, but what it does prove is, whoever 
it is has power unimaginable to me.  So, it was not so much even 
that I found God like Philip God found me.  And some things 
began to happen in my life and we would speak things and these 
things came to be, things begin to happen but I had no option, 
and you see, my left brain stress(ph) never changed.  

 
00:10:00 
 
 It hadn’t changed as of now.  It was not my thinking that 

changed, my facts changed.   So, for a logical person, just like if 
someone told you, do you believe in pink elephants?  And you 
would say, I don’t believe in pink elephants, there is no such 
thing as a pink elephant, but if you went  to the zoo, and there 
you saw in the zoo is bigger elephant, and then elephant was a 
bright pink I don’t care what you believe because you’re sitting 
there looking at the pink elephant, now you know they’re exist 
some pink elephant, so regardless of what my left brain would 
have logical, I was looking at the pink elephant, I was looking in 
stuff that Simon(ph) said, it should not be.  But yet I was 
experiencing things that my scientific mind had to acknowledge 
this was solid(ph).   

 
And I’ve always been there.  Like you see some people they can 
accept things all for faith, they don’t need and account to prove, 
I’m just not that kind of person, so Jesus knew, he had to find 
me.   I’m a logical thinking man, my mother and I was 
sometimes had the discussions and she says, “Son you told me 
years ago, you couldn’t just look at TV you had to know how it 
worked” and some of you now you got a big wide screen 60 inch 
LED latest model TV, and you don’t even know what LED 
means, and some of you may know the LED means Light 
Emitting Dial, but you don’t know what a dial is.  And you don’t 
know the schematic, you don’t know how it works, you don’t 
know to mix like I do.   
 
And there are some things I just had to know, I am a man who 
likes to understand how things work, but I have understood this 
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about the spiritual, God is so big, he is so vast that my mind 
cannot contain the wonders of this work.  It take beyond what I 
got just to understand how a blade of grass works.  So, when you 
begin to see the wonders of God, it takes you beyond your 
synchrony mind, and I had to move to the point of where I 
believe and I believe because I have seen some stuff, and I 
understand my mind, even though I may be technically smarter 
than the average person, my mind is stupid in the face of God.  
So, I have understood these things, but unlike Philip, Jesus 
found Philip.   
 
Second point about Philip, Philip was a “yes man” and what I 
mean by yes man, I’m not talking about the typical definition of 
a corporate yes man who just agrees with everything, but in 
John 12:20 he got everything about Philip was in the Book of 
John.  John 12:20, and there were certain Greeks among them 
that came up to worship at the feast, the saint came therefore to 
Philip which was of Bethsaida of Galilei, and desired him 
saying, sir we would see Jesus.  Philip cometh and telleth 
Andrew and again Andrew and Philip tell Jesus.  Why did go to 
Philip?   
 
That was a story once during Thomas Jefferson’s time as 
president and he had a group of travelers, they were crossing a 
river.  And the river had overflowed its banks and each man 
crossed on horseback fighting for his life going to cross that 
river.  And some of you may not take a horse and can’t go cross a 
river.  When I went to (00:13:29) we actually rode horses and we 
actually rode across the river in the horse, taking ride across a 
river but the river went overthrowing and it went raging.  So 
when Thomas Jefferson and his travelers, they were going 
across the swollen river that was raging it was dangerous but 
yet there was along traveler who was watching the group go 
across this dangerous river and he went up to president 
Jefferson and asked him to take him across.   
 
The president agreed and the man climbed on and the two made 
it safer to the other side.  And some of them got to the other 
aside somebody asking why did you select the president to ask 
this favor?  And the man was shocked, he said, “I had no idea 
that was the president of the United States.” he said, “All I need 
was to look at all of the old faces you know every face the word 
no was written but he is.  I looked for a face with yes only.  
Charles Wendell tells the story of when he was in the Los 
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Angeles airport LAX, he had gotten off his plane and was 
walking out of the gate and a little girl came up to him and she 
was disabled and she knew he could tell that she was not 
mentally all bare, and she had on a piece of paper, her gate 
number, she asked Charles when they would he please take her 
to her gate.  And he took the little girl by the hand and walk all 
the way out of his way to take her to her gate.  And while when 
he got there, he asked and some, why did you ask me?   

 
00:15:00 

 
And the little girl said the same thing the long travelers said, 
because I look on your face, and the word yes was on your face.  
So, Philip was a yes man, and the great travelers could look on 
his face and sometimes you can look on the cloud and people can 
see on the face who will help them.  Often when I travel another 
cities and I do a lot of walking, and I sometimes walk along with 
the people, I might be getting those -- you know you have home 
these people everywhere, and I would sometimes wonder, why 
did this homeless folk take me out of the crowd?  And they come 
up to me and took me whether somehow they have fine tuned 
their ability to look at a crowd and in that crowd pick out the 
person who is most likely to help them.  Philip was a yes man, I 
want to roll this two minute video and I want you to see a yes 
man and the difference between a yes man and the rest of the 
crowd, can you roll the video now? 

 
(Video Playing) 
 
Nathaniel Bronner: I wanted you to see that Clayton Jackson sings in the 

choir here at the Arch.  And there were a lot of fireman that 
sings.  As the matter of fact the lady said she ran out of the 
house with no shoes nearly naked.  Most people don’t have the 
word “yes” written on their faces, it’s a “no.”  I ain’t going in 
there, and if I doing in there, you get my oxygen.  Most folks 
don’t have the word “yes” written on their faces.  And there are 
times as the disciple of Christ, when you will be faced with some 
situations, that are life or death and it will call to the carpet 
your true beliefs, and that was one of those situations where it 
called to the carpet, you’re true that you got to run into a house 
full of smoke, fire at the very risk of your own life.  Philip was a 
“yes” man.  And some of these things are characteristics in 
certain disciples, but there are all things that should be inside of 
us.   
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The third thing is Philip was a practical man, John 6:1, After 
these things Jesus went over to the sea of Galilei, then a great 
multitude followed him because they saw his signs which he 
performed on those who are diseased, and Jesus went up on the 
mountain and there he sat with his disciples, now the Passover, 
a feast of the Jews was near then Jesus lifted up his eyes, and 
seeing a great multitude coming toward him, he said to Philip-- 

 
00:20:00 
 
 Where shall we buy bread that these may eat, but this he said, 

to test him for he himself knew what he would do, Philip 
answered him, Two hundred denarii worth of bread is not 
sufficient for them that every one of them may have a little.  
One of His disciples Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to Him, 
“There is a lad here who has five barley loaves and two small 
fish, but what are they among so many?”   

 
Philip was a practical man, now there are times and this is the 
vast majority of times when you need to be practical.  You only 
need that impractical stuff on those miraculous requiring 
occasions, and I’m telling people if you going to be around deep 
water, you need to be able to even know how to swim, have on a 
life jacket or be able walk on the water.  We had a member here 
in this church who drown up at the lake, he was out reading his 
Bible, he was reading his Bible on the edge of the lake but 
walked out into the lake and the lake -- let me have some real 
sharp drop  off point, and he drown, and he was reading his 
Bible.  He had gone up to the lake to sit there by the shore to 
read his Bible but he could not swim and he walked out in the 
deep water, you need to some practical stuffs.  Philip was a 
practical man.  He look, there is a 5000 man.  These are 5000 
man, probably 7000 women and children that’s 20,000 folks 
denarii are days that even if we took 200 denarii we can only 
buy so many loaves of bread, (00:21:31) going to eat about a 
third of the loaf of bread and they said, “You came by appetizers 
for these folks.” 
 
So Philip was practical.  Now, when Jesus stepped in, Jesus was 
able to do the miraculous, but Jesus could turn water in the 
wine, so if you can turn water in the wine and you about to have 
a party and you know you have a 200 guests, you need to have 
enough wine for your guests.  Don’t call C. Elijah, don’t call 
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Pastor James, don’t call me, so might can you come to the party 
but we were run out of food and can you turn our stuff in the 
wine, no.  You better go back trouble at public; get you some 
(00:22:51) and then you put the (00:22:15) and that will turned, 
but rather than that we can’t help you.  So, unless you can 
manifest the miraculous the vast majority of life, is centered 
around the practical and even Jesus said that Jesus said, what 
may build(ph) a tower, who then first count -- because if you try 
to build and you run out of resources, they going to look at you 
like a fool.  And then he said working, having an army coming 
against him and he’s got 10,000 men and he sees the army 
coming against him with 20,000 men he go and send them in 
Bathsheba then talks some peace, that’s practical.  So, Jesus 
said in the vast majority of your stuff, you need to be practical.  
You see a house can costs you $5,000 a month.  You need that 
high, you’re going to pay at $5,000 a month.  You don’t need to 
go walking and then tell, “The Lord is going to pay this bill.”  No 
he’s not.  Over 4,000 churches a year closed because the Lord 
didn’t pay the mortgage.  And we just finished the pastoral 
seminar -- they have a bank there who gave just a great 
presentation.   
 
For those of you pastor who listen, I’m going to tell you the three 
things that told the pastors there.  If you need to go get along, 
first of all, they will lend you only three times your annual 
church income that means if your church earned  $100,000 a 
year, that’s a total income, they have lend you $300,000 and 
that’s your total amount debt(ph) that’s first thing they say.  
Second thing they said, when they do lend you the money you 
need to had six months of note in the bank at all time.   
 
Third thing they said, is you need to have enough down payment 
because they will only lend you 70% of the whole deal of a loan, I 
mean you got to have 30% down and he said -- the bank 
manager said, Pastors coming out all the time telling Jesus 
going to make a way and the bank manager said, yeah, he going 
to make a way for you to meet this criteria.   

 
So, if you don’t make those criteria, you are not getting any 
money from a bank so, you need to be practical.  Philip was a 
practical man.  And those three things, Jesus went to Philip, 
and many of you, God will come to you direct, he’s not only to 
stand in front of you like a burning bush or an angel but there’s 
a situation something happens in your life and you know 
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without question, this is not you, this is not me and only God 
could have done this.  He was practical, he was a yes man people 
could see it on his face that he would go beyond, that he would 
do, that he would be hero.   
 
And the third thing he was practical, because Jesus did asked 
him the question, how shall we buy bread? 
 

00:25:05 
 

He asked him the question.  He didn’t asked him, how shall I 
make bread? How shall we buy bread?  So, Philip responded to 
the practicality of Jesus’s question, and his answer (00:25:16) we 
can’t buy.  So, you only need to supernatural when you can’t 
practically do.  And God is not going to ask you to do something 
you can’t do, but he will ask you to do what you can do.  Philip 
the fifth disciple as we continue in the disciple series, God often 
comes to you and even when you go to God there will be 
instances God are still come to you, and you know without 
question, it is God.  There are people that you need to say yes to, 
and you need to help them, and sometimes even at the risk to 
yourself, and be practical about some things.  Don’t go doing 
stupid stuff a way no God to pull you out of it.  Think through it, 
do the logical and practical thing, don’t go trying to build a 
house and you haven’t figured out how you going to pay for it.   
 
And these things, they’re real, and just this Brother Jackson had 
to face it, I had to face the same thing, I was in the amazon, I 
was on a tour and this was before I was married.  And I was 
coming out of the village on the boat, it was an overload boat 
headed by 24 folk on a small boat.  And I was at the front 
standing up because the boat was just overloading, and I was on 
the river boat, and we were headed to the river boat, but the 
river boat was long ways away.  And there was another boat 
coming to me and I noticed when the boat -- how did that boat 
coming madly fast?  So it must have a pretty good reverse thrust 
on this thing, this boat coming really pretty fast.  So they 
misjudged everything when the boat came and ramped up on the 
side, the boat ramped our side, the front came out of the water 
on the other boat, but it was just flopping around and it was 
started to spin around towards me. 
 
And I was like, oh my goodness, so I jumped off in the water, 
because I didn’t want that spin and front become (00:27:05) just 
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cut me all at this.  So when I dropped off in the water, I saw the 
boat all I said, “Oh, goodness.  This is not looking good at all.”  
So I looked at the river boat and I was on, it look like it was 
about a quarter mile away I need to just go and swim for that 
boat.  The problem was I just come out in the jungle, so I had on 
my big heavy clothes, I had on big jungle boots so I started 
swimming but as I started swimming, my boots went meet 
down.  I got to take these boots off and I’m going to make it with 
these boots.  Sometimes people you got to lighten your load.  So, 
I was going to go and just take the boots off when I turned 
around, I saw what was waiting me down, that was a lady 
holding on in my back.  So, people, this is real, none of this is 
exaggerated, none of it, this is the absolute true.  There was a 
lady holding on in my back.  So, I’m looking up in this boat.  The 
boat I just got off.  This all the props when all went going there, 
so I can’t go back there.  In this kind of like the children of Israel 
when you in the spot, where you can’t go back and you between 
a rock and a hard place and the boat was a long way to wait, but 
the problem was not the lady holding on to my back.  When I 
looked at the lady she wasn’t just holding on to my back, she had 
a little baby in her arms.  So, this is the situation I’m faced with.  
I’m sitting there, this lady dragging me on the whole (00:28:35) 
to me, but she’s got an infant baby in her arms. 
 
And I got to make this decision, if I try to make that boat with 
this lady on my back she could kill me, if I shake her often to the 
water it will kill the child and it may kill her.  Those are kind of 
situations people that sometimes you could really run into, if I 
help them, it is at a risk to my own personal will be, it is at the 
risk to my own personal finances, if I help them I risk me, and 
then sometimes you got to make the decision you can’t help 
them or you help them so many times before you know helping 
them again, not really going to help them anyway.  So there are 
some things--but in this situations I had to make the decision, 
and I make the decision to swim for the boat with this lady 
hanging on my back.  And I made it to the boat, but when I 
made it to the boat they had a ladder, you know in the water, 
when I made it to the boat I could climb off the ladder.  There’s 
some folk and when the boat had to jump out of the water and 
help me up and my arms (00:29:34). 
 
All I can do by the time I made it to that boat all I can do was 
just hang then and I could even pull off on the first room(ph) and 
there are sometimes when you do the right thing, it look like in 
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where you at, it beat you so bad, and you so tired, and you said, 
Lord have mercy I got only Lord on me, trying to work with a 
folk trying to help these folk, all it did I got immediate (00:30:04) 
so sometimes, the yes man is it at a serious risk to your own 
wellbeing but I want you to know you’re in the midst anytime 
you’re in the midst of people truly of God, you’re always in the 
midst of heroes, if you’re in the midst of people truly of God, 
you’re always in the midst of heroes, Philip was a “yes” man, he 
was a practical man and Jesus found him.   
 
Thank you for joining us today at Brothers of Word, because 
Brother, you need the Word.  Amen, Amen. 

 
Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com.  This was Part 5 of 

the series titled “The Disciples” subtitled “Philip” by Nathaniel 
Bronner.  This message is number 5654, that’s 5654.  To listen 
to over a thousand free messages or to send this message 
number 5654 to a friend, go to brothersoftheword.com.  Listen to 
brothersoftheword.com often because Brother, you’ll need the 
word. 

 
(Music Playing) 
 
00:31:27 
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