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Nathaniel Bronner: Sometimes we don’t recognize the greatness of something 

simply because our own minds are small. 

 

Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com.  This is Part 6 of 

the message titled “The Disciples” subtitled “Bartholomew” by 

Nathaniel Bronner.  This message is number 5655, that’s 5655.  

Listen to over a thousand free messages on 

brothersoftheword.com.   

 

(Music Playing) 

 

Female: And now for 5655, The Disciples Part 6 Bartholomew.   

 

Nathaniel: Amen, amen, amen, amen.  It’s good to be back.  We’ve almost 

been literally around the world and there’s no place like home.  

And I travel quite a bit, I’ve been a lot of places, I must admit, of 

all the places that I have gone.  This has been the most 

impacting trip that I have ever experienced.  The last time I 

went to Africa was to Nigeria and when I came back, it involved 

the Ark because God had told me to give me that church the 

largest donation they’d ever received in their life and we sent 

them a check for $18,000.  There was a similar experience in 

Ethiopia this time that involves the Ark and I want you to know 

where your money has already gone.  And it’s interesting, I 

think we’re in a dispensation of some change and as I was 

sitting there, right in the middle of the song, I heard God speak 

three words.  These three words were simply these.  Are you 

ready?  Are you ready?   

 

 And that may seem like a simple question but to tell you the 

truth, I didn’t answer the question.  Are you ready?  Turn to the 

person next to you and ask him, are you ready?  And see, a lot of 

people you know, we said yeah, I’m ready and see, that’s has a 

multitude, it has a multi-layered level of response and question.  

See, all of us are generally ready for the reward but are we 

ready with the preparation to do what needs to be done to get 

the reward?  Are you ready?  And I just heard God ask me not 

just this clear, are you ready?  And I’m shame to say, I didn’t 

answer it yet.  Because I got to think about that kind of thing 

because sometimes when God ask you, are you ready?  That’s 

not just an easy question because it’s usually it’s more to it than 

you think.  Are you ready?  And the few weeks ago even before I 

went to Ethiopia, God spoke to me one morning in my prayer 

and he said, I am now giving you the power that the word that 
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you speak shall manifest so be careful what you speak.  And I 

saw some of that and I have seen more of it and I have to be 

more conscious of the words that I speak because your words are 

power and your words have the ability to manifest that which 

you utter.  Now, when we went to Ethiopia that the AB 

Department get the pictures that I emailed to you.  The first one 

if you it up called order my steps.  We were in the Ethiopia.  And 

this was the picture that I took coming out of a king’s tomb.  But 

the main thing I want to talk about that involves you today.  

Ethiopia is the country that is reputed to have the original Ark 

of the Covenant.  For those of you who know what the Ark of the 

Covenant is it was a box that God had the people built according 

to his instructions and it contained great power and whatever 

the Ark of the Covenant was the people were blessed as long as 

those who had it, were supposed to have it.   

 

00:05:00 

 

 And when it was stolen and it went to a land that they weren’t 

supposed to have it.  They brought great curse into the land and 

king had to say, look take this thing back because it is making 

us sick, it’s killing us all, take this back.  But whatever the Ark 

of the Covenant was it brought blessing and of all the countries 

in the continent of Africa.  The only country that has never been 

colonized, that has never been conquered is Ethiopia.  And there 

was a spiritual belief that the reason Ethiopia has never been 

conquered is because they are in possession of the Ark of the 

Covenant.  And the Ark of the Covenant for the last 2,000 years 

has resided in Ethiopia.  And they went through all of the 

history part was, you all know the story, the Queen of Sheba 

when she went to see Solomon and said, “Your hair(ph) has 

never been never been told” where the Queen of Sheba got 

pregnant Solomon.   

 

 The child was in Ethiopia and Solomon because that was his son 

gave that son to the Ark of the Covenant then it is remained in 

Ethiopia since that day.  And in one of our days, we went to the 

City of Axum, which is the city where the Ark of the Covenant is 

located.  We went to the church which is Saint Mary’s monetary 

church.  And there is a guy who was taking us around the 

church and he took us to the building and he said, “That 

building that is where the Ark of the Covenant is.”  And all of 

the sudden the guy says, “Oh my goodness, there he is.”  Who?  

That’s the guardian.  They have one man who guards the Ark of 
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the Covenant, he’s the only man allowed in the place where the 

Ark of the Covenant is.  He’s one man, he’s 72 years old and he’s 

been there for 72 years.  He takes a vow of chastity which means 

he remains virgin and he can never leave the property.  So, he 

stays in this one building all of his life for 72 years and his soul 

job is to care and the guarding of the Ark of the Covenant.  This 

was the man who came out of the door and stood on the second 

floor of the building.  It only has two floors, if you stood there 

two floors you can see.  Two floors and he stood at the top and 

look down us.  And the guy said, “Oh my goodness, that’s the 

guardian who is coming outside.”  And there were four of us 

there, travelling together, myself, Pastor James, Pastor Hoke 

Smith(ph) and Keema Tillman(ph). 

 

 He’s the only of the group who wasn’t a pastor.  And I told the 

guy, I said, well tell him there’s three pastors from America 

here.  And they speak a language called Amharic, it is an 

Ethiopian language so he couldn’t understand English.  So, I 

told the guy to tell him, so the guy shouted at to him.  And his 

telling and I couldn’t understand it.  So, the guardian then went 

back inside and we could not take pictures of the guardian.  He 

said, you can’t take pictures, don’t take pictures of the building, 

you can’t take pictures of the guardian.  So, we have no pictures 

of this man.  And he went back inside.  In about 45 seconds 

later, we heard the door opening to the downstairs to come 

outside and the guardian opens the door and steps out.  And he 

beckons for us to come.   

 

 So, we walk over to the guardian of the Ark of the Covenant.  

And the guy says, he wants to bless you and bless your families.  

So, we all kneel down and he prayed the blessing and the guy 

was interpreting as he blessed us.  And as I was down on my 

knees, I heard God speak.  I want you to send for the up key and 

the care and the restoration of this place where the Ark is held.  

I want you to send them from the Ark, $10,000.  Now, Ethiopia 

is a country, it’s progressing, there’s a lot of investment being 

placed there for.  But for the most part, most of the people, by 

American standards are quite poor.  Their money is called birr 

and it’s basically 20 birr for every one US dollar.  One of their 

dollars is equal to a nickel US. 

 

00:10:00 
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 So, I told the guy, tell the guardian that the church that I am 

the pastor of is going to send him $10,000 US which is 200,000 

birr.  The guy told the guardian and the guardian said that the 

building needs some serious work on it.  He said, even the table 

where the Ark of the Covenant rest, he said, one leg of that table 

is broken and is falling apart.  And I thought about it, in my 

office here with the church, one of the legs on my table was split 

and it was split--I told you it was split because when I bought 

the sword(ph) the guard instructed me again later on.  The next 

day I came and the leg was just split out of the blue.  So, I’m 

saying I got a table that’s one leg is split and the guardian went 

to tell through the interpreter that the place where the Ark was 

being held needed some things and it needed some upgraded 

and it needed some upkeep.  So, we let them know, we will get 

that money to them in a couple of weeks for that restoration. 

 

 And as we got back that evening, I heard God speak, make sure 

that, that money gets to the right place.  So, I told the guy, I 

need to make sure this money gets to the right place and the guy 

said, “I’m going to make sure to get it him.” I said, no, oh no, I 

said, no, no, no.  You have to take me over that church and I got 

to talk to the top man in that church and I have to get his word 

that every birr of that money goes through that Ark.  So, the 

next morning, very early, we met with all of the top officials of 

the church.  And the guy told them -- because again, had to 

speak through an interpreter because they didn’t speak English 

and the guy told them that we were going to send $10,000 or 

200,000 birr and so they were all excited and you would think to 

yourself, if this is the world famous, Ark of the Covenant, why 

don’t they have more money?  Why don’t churches from around 

the world support an employee and get it fixed up.  I can’t really 

answer that question.   

 

 Ethiopia, their major religion was called Orthodox Christianity, 

it’s not protestant, Protestant Christianity, if you understand 

history and you understand the study of religion.  Protestant 

Christianity is going through some stuff.  Went to the Roman 

Catholic Church, came out in Roman Catholic Church when 

Martin Luther created all the stuff but the Orthodox is the 

original.  We went through and saw churches in Ethiopia, I saw 

more churches in the 14 days that I have been there and almost 

-- the church is --they’re indescribable because many of them are 

built out of solid rock.  I mean, when Jesus come upon this rock I 

build my church.  They literally -- I mean, you has to just see it 
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to believe it.  They’re literally hemmed(ph) and carved out of 

solid rock.  He said, how (00:13:05) it’s just solid rock.  And we 

went to church after church after church; they literally carved 

the churches out of solid rock.  So, as—I was wondering why 

don’t people send money to this church, and it’s the most famous 

church in all of Ethiopia but why don’t they send them more 

money and I couldn’t understand, this is the picture that I took 

coming out of a tomb.  Now, you see the golden glow, it wasn’t 

like that.  That’s sunlight.  So, when I took this picture, and 

when I look at it later, I said, oh my goodness.  And the picture 

just began to minister to me and this was about an hour before 

we met the guardian.   

 

 You can take the picture down now.  But as I talked to the 

leadership of the church, they asked me, they said, “What is that 

you want from us?”  And I told them, I don’t want but one thing 

from you.  I want your absolute word that not one birr of that 

money will go to anything but the Ark of the Covenant.  And the 

leader of the church, he begun to talk and he begun to say, “We 

got over 500 monks here.”  They need clothes, they need food, we 

need to care for the monks, and we got over 500 monks here."  

And I said, excuse me, I understand that you have some other 

needs.  But this money is coming as a direct result of the word of 

God.  And God said, for that money to go for the Ark of the 

Covenant so I’ve got to have everybody in this room, I go to have 

your absolute word that not one birr of that money regardless of 

what your other needs are.   

 

00:15:02 

 

 Now one birr of that money goes to anything but that Ark.  So, 

they had to talk about it, they think for a few minutes and 

finally they came back.  Because I won’t giving them the money 

if they didn’t come back with that word.  And they finally came 

back and said, “We give you our word that not one birr of this 

money will go to anything but that Ark in that building.”  So, I 

emailed C. Elijah and send him the church information and C. 

Elijah went and got the money wired to that church.  And it is 

kind of unusual but we’re not omega church and I have to say, 

Lord of all these churches all over the world, why is the Ark 

chose us to support and restore the place where the Ark is?  

Now, I can’t answer that question but all I know is that’s where 

your money has gone.   
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 So, they got it about five days ago.  The second picture that has 

to do with the news article about the Ark of the Covenant, can 

you put that up?  On November 11, which is a few days ago.  

There was a news article that hit the internet that said the Ark 

of the Covenant had been stolen.  And if you go and do a search 

right now, Ark of the Covenant, Ethiopia stolen, you’ll see the 

news article.  They had a news article that the Ark of the 

Covenant was stolen.  Now, after we research it heavy, we found 

out it wasn’t true.  But I said, of all of the times, soon as we have 

sent within 48 hours, they got an article all over the internet 

that the Ark of the Covenant has been stolen, it goes in this 

(00:17:07) stuff but it was 12 commando’s dress and black 

fatigues that came out on the helicopters, they neutralized the 

guards with some of the special gas that knocked them out and 

they brought in all kinds of equipment to go down in the 

catacombs under the building and get the Ark out, (00:17:25) but 

it was not a true article, and I said, my goodness, all of the 

timing, it came within 48 hours of them getting that money.   

 

 So, I knew without question, that what we have done and what 

we have provided is a divine order and even the other pastors 

who was with me, said, Pastor Brown, I’m going to take that 

money from our church and I going to put that with children.  I 

said, I can’t do that, and he told me, this money must come from 

the Ark and this got to be separate.  So, it’s from the Ark to the 

Ark and this is the most powerful of the religious relics and 

symbols known to man, even the movie Raiders of the Lost Ark, 

was about the Ark of the Covenant.  And when they found it in 

the movie and touched it, it had all kinds of power to – when we 

did that with the guardian.  The guy said, the guardian wanted 

to basically provide us with crosses.   

 

 He said, write down the name, your name and the name of your 

children on this and he said, there’s an oil that drips from the 

Ark and the monks get the oil and they pray over it, they use 

that and he said, they’re going to take this crosses with your 

name and your children’s names and pray over all night long.  

So, the next morning he went at 6 a.m. and picked up the 

crosses and brought them to us and I ask, I said, what, can we 

put our wife’s name on that too?  He said, yeah, you can put your 

wife’s name.  So, I got a cross, so, I got it on right now and it’s a 

cross that made out of stone and it’s been prayed over and 

dripped on by the oil from the Ark of the Covenant.  This is it 

right here, (00:19:13) bigger cross but it didn’t matter by the size 
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it’s anointing.  So I do believe that some things are going to 

happen and that’s why God have spoken to me this morning and 

asked me that simple question, are you ready?  Are you ready?  

People are you ready?  God is getting ready to move us into 

another dimension, I truly do believe that and I got to answer 

that question and I’m going to answer before the sun sets today.  

And I may have to have a little talk with God and just ask him, 

am I ready for what?  And see I know all of these big stuffs has 

been prophesy that he’s coming. 

 

00:20:04 

 

 But it often cannot come until you are ready for it until you have 

made up your mind and spoken from your mouth and gotten 

your heart and spirit right that is ready for what God is 

preparing to send unto us.  I wanted to just kind of let you know 

first of all, where your money went.  That $10,000, it was not 

from me, it was not from my company, it’s from the Ark and he 

said, you send it from the Ark and that’s your money.  So, your 

money, our money has gone to rebuild that table where the Ark 

of the Covenant sits and rebuild the room and to just very 

surroundings of the Ark and I can’t explain why.  But even the 

guard, when he saw that he was moved, the people in the room, 

they were just -- they said, they have never seen anything like 

this and it was something that just amazed them all but it was 

God, it wasn’t me -- I just follow what he said to do.  But I want 

to let you know, that’s where your money is, that’s where it was 

gone.   

 

 And when you read about the Ark of the Covenant, you will 

know that the Ark itself has had a hand in that holy relic and 

that holy item.  Bow your heads.   

 

 Dear heavenly Father, we just thank you for this day.  Father I 

thank you for just everything, I thank you for everything dear 

Father.  Father I pray today that you take control of my mind, 

my heart, my spirit and the words that I should speak.  Let 

them be of you in front of you, open the hearts and minds of the 

people that they may receive in thy son Jesus his name, we 

pray.  Amen.   

 

 Welcome to Brothers of the Word because brother you need the 

word.   
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 When I started speaking today, I don’t know whether the mic is 

turn up louder, I don’t know but I’m just feeling a whole lot 

stronger.  I don’t know which one it is but whatever it is, it feels 

good to me.  So, today, we begin on Part 6 of the series that I 

have been dealing with that God has instructed me to teach on 

called “The Disciples.”  And we’re going one by one with each 

one of the disciples, our master scripture is Matthew Chapter 10 

beginning at the first verse.   

 

 And when he had called his 12 disciples to him, he gave them 

power over unclean spirits to cast them out, and to heal all kinds 

of sickness and all kinds of disease.  Now the names of the 12 

apostles are these, first Simon who was called Peter and Andrew 

his brother, James the son of Zebedee and John his brother, 

Philip and Bartholomew, Thomas and Matthew the task 

collector, James the son of Alphaeus, and Lebbaeus whose 

surname was Thaddaeus, Simon the Canaanite and Judas 

Iscariot who also betrayed him.  These 12 Jesus sent out and 

commanded them saying, do not go into the way of the Gentiles 

and do not enter a city of the Samaritans but go rather to the 

Lost Sheep of the House of Israel and as you go, preach saying 

the kingdom of heaven is at hand.  Heal the sick, cleans the 

lepers, raise the dead, cast out demons, freely you have received, 

freely give.  Provide neither gold nor silver nor copper in your 

money belts nor bag for your journey nor two tunics nor sandals 

nor staff for a worker is worthy of his food.  Now, whatever city 

your town you enter inquire who in this is worthy and stay there 

until you go out and when you go into a household, greet it.   

 

 Today, Part 6 of the Disciples.  “The Disciple Bartholomew.”  

Then there’s not a whole lot said about Bartholomew but there 

are nine verses that deal with Bartholomew and those nine 

verses begin in the Book of John, the first chapter, the 43rd 

verse.  The New King James Version, the following day, Jesus 

wanted to go to Galilee and he found Philip and said to him, 

follow me.  Now Philip was from the Bethsaida the city of 

Andrew and Peter and Philip found Nathanael and said to him 

we have found him of whom Moses in the law and also the 

prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph and 

Nathanael said to him, can anything good come out of Nazareth?  

Philip said to him, come and see.  Jesus saw Nathanael coming 

toward him and said of him; behold an Israelite indeed in whom 

is no deceit or guile.  Nathanael said to him, how do you know 

me?  Jesus answered and said to him,--  
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00:25:00 

 

 Before Philip called you when you were under the fig tree, I saw 

you.  Nathanael answered and said to him, Rabbi, you are the 

Son of God; you are the King of Israel.  Jesus answered and said 

to him, because I said to you, I saw you under the fig tree, do 

you believe?  You will see greater things in these, and he said to 

him, most assuredly I say to you hereafter, you shall see heaven 

opened and the angels of God, ascending and descending upon 

the Son of Man.   

 

 And I just want to talk to you a few things about Nathanael 

because he is the disciple that is perhaps most significant to me 

because my name is Nathanael.  And people whenever somebody 

has your name, he’s always a little bit more significant to you 

than just a regular John Doe because it’s your name.  So, 

Nathanael is significant perhaps more than any of the other 

disciples because he has my name or I got his name but even 

more significantly he’s got my personality.  And I can relate to 

Nathanael more than any of the other disciples not just by name 

but also by personality.   

 

 Now there is one first initial difference between our names.  

Nathanael in the bible spelled N-A-T-H-A-N-A-E-L, whereas my 

name spelled I-E-L.  And the thing about the thing about the 

biblical Nathanael is there is no “I” in the name.  There is no “I” 

in the name.  This Nathaniel has an “I” in his name.  It’s one of 

the biggest problems that I have.  The “I” represents the ego, 

what Floyd may called the “E” in the super ego, all almost issues 

of life come out of ego and if I can just somehow get rid of that 

“I” in my name some of you all have a problem with “I” and I 

have that issue without question.  I realize on this trip and I 

have been coming to a greater and greater realization of this and 

I had a quote that I even -- I created a poster from, if you got 

that, that’s the next picture, put it up on the screen, it is simply 

says this, and I realize -- you know, sometimes when we’re 

thinking about the challenges that we have in life, there’s 

always a tendency to blame other stuffs.  We blame everybody 

else, we blame our wife, or our husband, we blame the 

government, we blame our children, we blame our job, our boss, 

all kind of stuffs but I realize and I said, the biggest problem 

that I have, I’m not just the biggest problem that I have and the 

only problem that I have.  And see, when you come to that 
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realization that “I” in your name and many of you don’t have an 

“I” in your name but you got “I” in that spirit.  When you come to 

the realization that I’m not just the biggest problem that I have, 

I’m the only problem that I have.  And I know some of you say, 

pastor how can you be the only problem that you surely you’ve 

got some knuckleheads around you?  Yes, I got some big 

knuckleheads around me, yeah, absolutely, I got some stubborn 

hardheaded non-cooperative, absolutely.  I’ve got some liars, 

absolutely, I’ve got some tricksters, absolutely.  I’ve got some 

folk anytime you deal with folk you’re going to have some stuff 

around, absolutely.   

 

 But they’re not a problem.  I’m not just the biggest problem that 

I have, I’m the only problem that I have.  And when you come to 

that realization of that “I” in your spirit and in your name, it’ll 

change the way you approach some things and how you handle 

some things because when you can get “I” straight in your world, 

you can get a whole lot of stuff changed and handled and taken 

care off.  You see, Nathanael was his first name which means 

given of God or gift of God.  His last name was Bartholomew.  

So, his name proper was Nathanael Bartholomew.  

Bartholomew, the “Bar” means son of like Simon Bar-Jonah 

means son of Jonah.  Bartholomew means simply the Son of 

Tolmai.  So, Nathanael Bartholomew was his full name and his 

initials were “N’ and “B.”  So, not only that we have this 

essentially the same first name, we have the same initials.  So, I 

can relate a whole lot to Nathanael. 

 

00:30:00 

 

Philip found Nathanael and said to him, we have found him of 

whom Moises and the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus of 

Nazareth the son of Joseph and Nathanael said to him, can 

anything good come out of Nazareth?  Next thing was, 

Nathanael was prejudiced.  Nathanael has some preconceived 

notions about some folk and just where they were from and the 

fact that where they were from influence to perhaps determine 

who they were and what they could’ve accomplished.   

 

I got news for you, you’re all prejudice, and I know he said, no 

pastor, yes you are, we are prejudice.  Sometimes you will feel 

that a person’s background will limit and determine what they 

can do just because of where they’re from -- just because they 

don’t have a certain background, just because they don’t have a 
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certain look, just because they don’t talk proper, and sometimes 

we all have those prejudices. 

 

So, Nathanael says, can anything good come out of Nazareth 

and sometimes we don’t recognize the greatness of something 

simply because our own minds are small, we don’t recognize the 

potential and that’s happened all through history, Ken Olsen, 

who is president of the large corporation, Digital Equipment 

Corporation DEC.  They were makers of the big mainframe 

computers.  He was arguing against the personal computer in 

1977 and he said this.  There is no reason anyone would want a 

computer in their homes.   

 

The president of Decca Records rejecting The Beatles after an 

audition in 1962 said, we don’t like their sound and guitar music 

is on the way out anyway.    

 

IBM said to the founders of Xerox, the copier had no market 

larger enough to justify making it and in 1959 said, the whole 

potential in the whole world market for copying machines is no 

more than 5,000 copiers.   

 

Jim Denny, manager of the Grand Ole Opry said to a young man 

in 1954, you ain’t going nowhere son, you ought to go back to 

driving a truck and after times firing Elvis Presley seem like a 

good idea.   

Mary Somerville pioneer of Radio Educational Broadcast said in 

1948, television won’t last, it’s a flash in a pan.   

 

The British Prime Minister Winston Churchill said in 1939, 

atomic energy might be as good as our present day explosives 

but it is unlikely to produce anything very much more 

dangerous.   

 

Rutherford B. Hayes, president of the United States after a 

demonstration of Alexander Graham Bell’s telephone in 1872 

said, it’s a great invention but who would want to use it 

anyway?   

 

Can anything good come out of Nazareth?  Sometimes there is 

something that is the world changing but small mind could not 

see its potential because their point of reference is so small.  

Nathanael was prejudice.  Philip knew to prove things to 

Nathanael.  Nathanael was a logical man, come and see.  See, 
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you can’t argue a premise of faith with a logical person; you got 

to say, come and see.   

 

I can relate to Nathanael, because I’m a logical person, I’ve got a 

strong scientific bed of logic in my thinking.  God, in order to 

convince me of his existence had to basically say to me, come 

and see.  God had to show me some stuff and he did and when 

stuff begin to happen that I could not explain by natural means, 

I had to say, there is something else over than me.  

 

So, I understood the Nathanael and I understood that Philip had 

to say, come and see.  Philip could not begin to tell Nathanael 

because Nathanael had one of those logical minds.  He had to 

look, come, see for yourself, come and see if this is the messiah 

for yourself.  I’m still like that today, when folk be telling me a 

whole lot of stuff, I’m going to say, where’s your proof?  I don’t 

really believe a whole lot of folk doing a whole lot of talking 

because I just seen the ones who do the most of talking seemed 

they got the least proof.   

 

So, I’m going to said, you need to meet, come and see.  If you 

really want to convince me some, tell me come and see.  Don’t 

telling me how much money you make, let me come and see.  

Show me some stuff and that’s the way, I still am today, I still 

am a proof inspector person.  I believe on proof 99% of the time, 

are going to be pretty though go act(ph).  Come and see.   

 

00:35:00 

 

 Nathanael was a logical person who had to be convinced.  Jesus 

saw Nathanael coming towards him and said of him; behold an 

Israelite indeed in whom is no deceit, for the King James 

Version says, in whom there is no guile.  Now, Nathanael hadn’t 

even gotten to Jesus yet, he was just coming towards him.  And 

Jesus said, look, this is a man and whom there is no deceit, in 

whom there is no guile, and some of you may not understand 

that word.   

 

Because we just left Ethiopia, Ethiopia is a very agrarian 

country.  They still measure their wealth with the majority of 

people who are still farmer and live off of the land in (00:35:46) 

and all throughout, all to the road to Ethiopia, the people, they 

carry the cattle down the street and you have to drive and weave 

through and you will see all these cows everywhere, and you’ll 
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see one man, of a little boy about 10 years old, he’ll be dragging 

a hurdle, 20 cows, just a little boy.  And you have to weave in 

around them and see, the female cow is called a calf, the male 

cow is a bull.  And they got these big horns. 

 

So we driving all through Ethiopia and it’s just bulls in the road, 

everywhere you go, bulls here, and bulls there, you all never 

been in the situation where it’s just a whole lot of bulls?  It was 

bulls everywhere.  And none of you all uses this type of 

vernacular but there are some outside of the church who often 

refer to the lack of integrity to people who use guile to people 

who use deceit, they are often referred to it to the bovine 

excrement dropping and they will call it, you know, they will 

often refer to that street language kind of stuff.   

 

None of you all have ever said that or use that but sometimes, 

some people that you know, and some of you have even said, you 

see that man, they just so guile.  They are nothing but a bunch 

of deceit, that’s the way you all talk and I know that, but there 

are some people out in the world who are like the creatures 

walking through Ethiopia, and they have to dodge bulls.  We 

have to just dodge bulls, after bull, after bull, and sometimes in 

the world you got to dodge bull, after bull, after bull.   

 

I was talking to a man a few weeks ago and I was sitting up 

talking.  He was just telling me some stuff and I was just 

thinking in my head, this is not nothing but a whole bunch of 

guile.  I was just listening to him and I knew every word he was 

telling me was not true, it was smooth and silk, it sounded good, 

but I knew -- I was saying to myself, I know this man, every 

word this man telling me, is not number a whole of bunch of 

heavy duty deceit.   

 

But yet when Jesus saw Nathanael coming, he said, behold an 

Israelite.  See, he name the nationality because Israel was the 

nation of the chosen people and Jesus was saying, it is so rare 

for me to see among the chosen people -- not the (00:38:44), he 

didn’t called the Babylonians, of a Caribbeans, of a Samaritan, 

Jesus said, behold an Israelite in whom there is no guile. 

 

Now understand this, he did not say, behold an Israelite in 

whom there is no sin.  He didn’t say that.  He said, behold an 

Israelite who is not trying to jive you, who telling you just like it 

is.  Who’s not going to trying to spruce it up, cover it up, who 
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didn’t have some ulterior motive but this time – behold an 

Israelite who is not going to try to jive you, behold one of the 

chosen nation and that was a rare thing because Jesus didn’t 

even had anything good to say about the preachers, that was a 

rare thing because Jesus had run across a lot of preachers that 

had a whole lot of guile.  Behold – and I got a lot of folks but one 

of them folks ain’t jiving folk.  And you all know, I (00:39:52) – 

just tell you some – matter of fact it’s sometimes get to a point 

where I kind of use it try to be tactful.  

 

00:40:00 

 

But often I’ve been in situation, I’ve been in groups and I am the 

one who’ll always stand up the whole other men, that is not 

right.  That just not right.  And I’ve been in situations where all 

these men and everybody be scared that they ignored it, right?  I 

just then, that’s not right.  Chris (00:40:13) that is not right.  I 

mean I used that for, I said please this is not.  I know sometimes 

it makes so mad and I’ve had people come to me after and said, 

Pastor Bronner, we thank you so much because you said what 

we wanted to say. 

 

And sometimes there is necessary just the spirit of just honesty 

is somebody stuff.  It has gotten so much that the deception and 

the smoothness in almost the con artistry is guiding so far.  And 

see, even the Israelites, Jesus could even find it among the 

chosen people.  It was hard for him just to find an honest man 

who did not have an agenda, who did not try to jive you and 

trick you and to tell you all those kind of stuff and get your 

emotions all work (00:40:59), the whole in Israelite and whom 

there is no guile.   

 

In the movie, Beyond The Lights and Avatar, in those two 

movies, one of the main phrases was I see you.  And Jesus said, I 

saw you under the Fig tree.  I saw you under the Fig tree and 

look like from just Jesus telling Nathanael that he saw him 

under the Fig tree that’s not enough to convert Nathanael into a 

man who said, nothing good would come out of Nazareth and to 

convert him to and simply said, you are the Messiah, you are the 

chosen one, but how did that little thing just because he said, I 

saw you under the Fig tree, it was more than that.   

 

You see, in the culture, Fig tree or under the Fig tree was a 

deeper meaning and usually when you understand the spiritual 
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stuff, it’s always deeper than what it just may appear.  But 

under the Fig tree meant a state of thinking, a deep state of 

contemplation and when Jesus said, I saw you under the Fig 

tree, my suspicion is that Jesus went deeper into that and told 

him because I always used to wonder myself, so this was my 

namesake, he wasn’t doing anything.  He would just sit under 

the Fig tree, he wasn’t doing anything.   

 

But if you stated the Jewish literature, Nathanael was studying 

guitar.  So he wasn’t just sitting there, he was studying.  So 

Jesus was perhaps able to tell Nathanael while he was studying 

what he was doing under that Fig tree, and when Nathanael 

heard this, he understood that this was no ordinary man who 

was able to tell him.  And then Jesus told Nathanael, most 

assuredly, I say to you hereafter you shall see heaven opened.  

And the angels of God ascending and descending on the son of 

man.   

 

It’s the first time Jesus used that phrase.  The King James 

Version, it says verily, verily, I say to you.  It’s the first time he 

used simply a double positive of truly, that man truly, truly I am 

saying to you.  You go and see the heaven open and the angels 

descending, going up and down on the son of man.   

 

First of all, that’s deep and often times some of the things in the 

bible, they are far deeper than the surface meaning of what that 

is.  Nathanael was deep studier.  I am in a situation where that 

God has instructed me to read a book and he says, when you 

finish this book, you’ll go to a whole new level of power.  The 

book is 311 pages long, I am on the page 18.  I have been 

struggling to read that book, Lord, this book is deep because I 

don’t know when he said you finish, he said even if you don’t 

understand it as long as you read it, don’t ask me what the book 

is because I am not going to tell you.  It’s deep, I can barely 

understand a thing.  So I am having the struggle through it, but 

sometimes there is a revelation that comes from the study and 

the understanding and sometimes just even from the obedience.   

 

He said even whether you understand it or not, I’ll take you to 

another level of power.  To see the heavens open and the angels 

ascending and descending on the son of man.  And I have 

understood just studying Nathanael.  That Jesus saw him from 

a distance and an honest man of integrity.  But I have 

understood I’ve got to get that out of my name.  It’s probably one 
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reason God has told me don’t compete and I have a real hard 

time with that.  And see, knowing others is intelligence, 

knowing your selfish through wisdom, mastering others is 

threat, but mastering yourself is true power.  I am not just my 

biggest problem, I am my only problem.  Now, I have authored 

in my sermons how to use an illustration of some physical idea, 

can I have another thing I was going to use for illustration and 

God said, don’t use it.   

 

00:45:00 

 

I said, what am I to use?  He said the three-letter word, it means 

black.  I mean three-letter word means that, what the word is 

that?  I got it on the internet, pull up the page and had to listen 

to all three-letter words.  Then, I did search on that page for the 

word black and I found the three-letter word that means black, 

it’s jet.  And I said, what’s that got to do?  What does jet have to 

do with Nathaniel?  What the jet black have to do with 

Nathaniel?  And that’s what God sometimes he didn’t just spill 

it, you have to figure the stuff out.  So I said, what is jet black 

have to do with me?  What does it have to do with this 

illustration and it hit me all of a sudden.  

 

Do you remember not too long ago, my hair was dyed?  The color 

of the dye is used is jet black and although I looked 20 years 

younger, it wasn’t me.  Now I am not saying this for anybody 

who dyes their hair, go ahead and dye your hair all purple, 

green, black, gray, whatever you want.  See, this purely relates 

to me and when I heard God speak to let your hair grow, let your 

face hair grow, I didn’t want to do that because the color mean, 

the jet black looks 20 years younger and nobody wants to look 20 

year older, I didn’t want to do it.   

 

But I heard God speaking, let your hair grow, to have shaving.  

When I went to Ethiopia, all of the holy men, all of the priests, 

all of the pastors, all of them are just like me.  They all have this 

facial hair, all of but I said that’s the original church.  So jet 

black took on a whole new meaning and there’s nothing wrong 

with dyeing your hair, if you want to put wig on, wig tied in, 

knot it off, whatever you wanted that’s fine, there’s nothing 

wrong with it.  But how it is related to me, it wasn’t me.  The 

dye looked good and made me looked 20 years young but I am 

smushy, I looked way younger but it wasn’t me.   
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And the reason that I did want to do it because I was going older 

and I am married man.  I don’t want to be fool with no other 

women, but every men want to look good to me, your family?  

God, I am just being straight with you.  I am not going to jive 

with you, I just want to be straight with you.  Every man and 

every woman, all of you married women, every one of you who 

want to look good to me.  And not just your husband you want to 

look good to, everyone you are making your hair done just for 

your husband and you know it.  Because if you are getting it 

done just for your husband, you want to wear it at night 

(00:47:40) because it will mess up my house.  If it was just for 

your husband, you wouldn’t worry about that.  So now, it’s not 

all for your husband, you want to look good for everybody else.   

 

I wanted to look young for everybody else.  Like I said, I am just 

telling you like it is.  So, I wanted that and as I recognized that I 

want to do it even though it wasn’t me, even though it was 

illusion, I looked the whole lot new and I said, Lord, if I do what 

you said, I am going to look old, I am not going to look good to 

anybody else, I want to look like an old man and I think they 

didn’t want to do it.   

 

I am going to tell you what happened.  When I let my hair grow 

and let my beard grow, I noticed women was staring at me a lot 

harder.  No, I am serious and then I noticed when the old 

women, they were really young.  So I understand and I said, 

wait a minute, what is happening with this?  I couldn’t 

understand. And when I discuss this there, I know they couldn’t 

understand, so I said, “What is this?”  So I had to ask James 

about it because I said, James I don’t understand this, I have let 

my hair grow, I have let my beard grow, I’m looking 20 years 

older I know it, but I said, the young women in the 20s are 

staring me down and I’m getting this day after day after day and 

I said, what is with this?  And see, you got something, men is in 

your house and what is this?   

 

And James, he’d asked his nannies about it.  And he came back 

and said, it’s a trend now among college women, they want older 

secure men who have a sugar daddy image.  I said, “Oh, no, I am 

not a sugar daddy, I am nobody sugar daddy, so you don’t call 

me that sugar daddy”.  But I am saying this, but what I felt was 

reduced my attractiveness.  That’s why I said, people we don’t 

understand is that whenever you do what you think in one thing 

you think is going to mess you up.  You are thinking one thing 
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and when we went to Ethiopia, God spoke to me one morning in 

my prayer.   

 

00:50:02 

 

  He said, I am going to boost your drawl and you are going to see 

it today.  And I told James that morning about it and we got to 

the hotel that night and the power went out in the city.  Because 

after it has a very shaky electrical grease, so the power goes out 

all the time, but the hotel had a generator.  We could see about 

three blocks, there were lights.  So I said, we are just going that 

it was three of us, we just don’t get out and walk and vanished 

and we walked into this place, it was kind of like a coffee shop, 

they have tables and everything.   

 

  And when we’re walking in, it was like nothing I’d ever seen in 

my life.  Every head turned, we literally had women who were 

walking down the street, they looked at us, they stopped, they 

came back and they came in and said and they started looking 

at.  I mean literally.  I said, “What in the world?  I traveled all 

over places, I have never seen anything like that in my life and 

they didn’t know we were foreigners because they said we looked 

like Ethiopians, nobody knew we were foreigners.”  There was 

something about it and I told James, I said, “Tell the other 

fellow what God spoke to me this morning.”  And James he said, 

“Wow!”  We saw that we have never, so this is the point people, 

the jet black represented what I want, this represents what God 

wants and it represents the real me. 

 

  Now, for those of you who have dyed like I said, you got wigs, 

extensions, wigs, all that kind of stuff, that’s fine.  This is 

directly relating to a specific word for me and you cannot take a 

specific word from me and translate it to everybody else.  So you 

can put the wig on and wear -- whatever you want to do, this is a 

specific word for me, but God places something on your spirit.  If 

he places it on and in your spirit, follow it, because the blessings 

that God has for you in obedience, it will outweigh anything that 

you can possibly think and I’ve learned it.  So this is the part of 

no guile, this is just me and with so many of us, if we would just 

be us, it would change some things. 

 

  I remember the old African proverb that goes, “Be what you is, 

not what you is not because when you is what you is not, you is 

not what you is.”  So be what you are, no guile.  Be genuine with 
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your personality.  Be genuine with your words so that when 

Jesus sees you coming.  He can say behold a Christian in whom 

there is no guile, no deceit, no jive, no agenda, just truth.  Truth 

will sometimes get you persecuted.  Most of the time, it will get 

you persecuted, but I don’t worry about anything men can do to 

me.  I have no fear of men or whatsoever.  Jesus said, don’t fear 

men who would kill your body, you fear that when they can take 

your body and soul.  I have no fear of what men can do to me 

and I have no real excitement about what men can do for me, 

but what God can do to me and what God can do for me, the sky 

of the depths of hail is the limit.   

 

  We went through hail while we were in Ethiopia.  Let me 

explain it.  In one of the churches, they have a corridor that 

takes you several minutes to get through it’s surfaces built with 

kind of rocks and goes underground and they call it going 

through hail, you walked in and asked you to walk about 15 feet 

into the corner, you can’t see anything.  I mean literally if you 

hold your hand up in front of your face, you cannot see your 

hand, it’s the most jet black thing I’ve ever seen in my life.  You 

can see nothing and they called the experience going through 

hail.  And they tell you to keep your right hand on the wall and 

your left hand on the ceiling because you got to stay to the wall 

and you got to keep your hand on the ceiling so you don’t bush 

your head.   

 

  And you walked through and I am getting not a scary person, 

but this thing was just absolute peach black dog that you can 

see nothing and anyone whose claustrophobic, they would 

collapse and I am walking to this thing and I said, really this is 

a hail going to end.  Wait, have you ever said that to yourself 

when you trying to get through some of the dark and I saw the 

literal meaning of the life into the tunnel.  After I got walking to 

hail for I don’t know how long, then you got a real stroke 

because it’s rocks and the roof were deep down, (00:54:34) and a 

solid rock, they will drop down, you know form acoustic ceiling, 

didn’t rock.  So when it hit your head, your head is going to be 

for a rock.  So you have to walk to just like this going through 

hail and you can’t see a thing.  And finally, after I like have been 

in there for I don’t know how long, you see a little bit in light at 

the end of the tunnel. 

 

00:55:00 
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  But sometimes people when you walking through hail, you can’t 

see any light at the end of the tunnel and what you have to do is 

to keep your hand right and keep your head low, keep your hand 

right and keep your head low.  And if you can stay on ramble, 

stay on the right path, you’d be able to get through hail and 

you’d be able to get in the light.   

 

  So, people I would really feel phenomenal.  I really, really, 

really, really do.  And I believed we’ve just have another phrase 

and I’ve got a gift with God today and asked God about 

something and answer that question.  But I want each one of 

you to answer that question also, are you truly ready?  And don’t 

just answer the question, are you ready for the fruit?  Are you 

ready for the planting, and the watery, and the weeding, and the 

pruning?   

 

  All of us want the fruit, but are you ready for the processes that 

take you to the fruit?  Are you ready?  Will heed it for 

sometimes, but life is also beautiful.  Hard really is, it really is, 

you can see it, it is beautiful -- it is beautiful and I just declared 

that were heading into some glory days, it’s going to blow our 

minds and not really just believe it, I just believed it with all of 

my heart and soul.  

 

  One of the members of the group.  His main objective in 

Ethiopia, he wanted to see the man called his holiness, he is the 

Pope of Ethiopia.  And he asked to God, is there any way we can 

get an an appointment with his holiness and God, I know where 

you see his holiness.  His holiness is the Pope.  You can see the 

Pope, you just can’t get an appointment in going in to see the 

Pope, no.  So he kept saying, I want to see his holiness and I 

said, I want to see his holiness because I would struggle trying 

to get an appointment with his holiness, that’s a political 

position for as I am concerned I want to see the (00:57:01) 

tendency in his holiness. 

 

  And we were up at the hotel, I’ve got (00:57:05) when I see it and 

we were up in the hotel way up in the mountains and I came out 

and I saw they start putting all these palm branches down and 

then logged, then I wonder where they got from.  I said, there’s 

must be some kind of African custom of some.  So, I walked back 

to the jeep where the guide was and waiting there and I saw 

men there with automatic rifles.  There might be some going on 

here and a few minutes later, the other two fellas they run up 
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and they said, Nathaniel, and they show me the picture and we 

just took a picture with his holiness.  I said, what?   

 

  So, we just took a picture with his holiness, his holiness way up 

in the mountains, his holiness came to this hotel and we saw 

him and just took a picture with his holiness.  And I thought 

about it and I say it, I say it, I didn’t want to leave.  I said and 

sure enough and that’s what God, I was giving you the power for 

your words to manifest and he said, be careful what you speak.  

I said, I didn’t want to meet his holiness and James said, I don’t 

want to meet him either.  And sure enough, neither one of us 

meet this holiness.   

  So be careful what you speak.  Are you ready?  Get the guile and 

the deceit out of your spirit, and be as truthful as you possibly 

can and it will move you closer to God.  Amen.  Amen. 

 

  I am going to ask Prophet Dexter to try to comment and close 

this out since we do have five Sundays in this month, so we will 

be on time, three out of four Sundays without questioning.  But I 

am fool, I am just as fool as I can’t be.  There is some great stuff 

going to happen to me, I am just telling you that.  There is some 

great stuff, I am just start declaring all these stuff and Lord , I 

pray right now that you strengthen me so that I can handle 

whatever has to come my way and there is some great stuff 

coming my way.  There may be some heavy stuff too.   

 

  I wish I had time just to show some of the pictures.  We saw 

women there, carrying wood and they were all women and this 

wood I think is about 7 feet wide, there is bigger bundle of sticks 

and woods and they are walking up and down the Mountain 

Wing.  And these women are 50, 60, 70 years old.  So we are 

driven by seeing all those women going up and down and we had 

to sit and then wait, I said, that must be just tweeze.  So we saw 

one of the bundles on the ground, so we stopped the vehicle and 

(00:59:51), he said, I can take this thing up.  Listen, that’s a 

weak, rascal there.  That it was, that’s the weak rascal there. 

 

01:00:02 

 

  So I went over myself to pick that bundle up and I get known it 

because were whole up there.  Let me see those stuck to the 

ground.  When I saw that thing was heavy and I don’t know 

what and yet these (01:00:21) women were going up and the guy 

said, they walked 4 or 5 miles with this bundle on their bag and 
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they were old but the weight had made them strong.  So strong, 

we couldn’t even pick any two and James and he just got the two 

to be working on.  He went in, he could hardly budge it.  The 

other men could hardly budge it and these women will just get 

their scrap on their back, stand up with and go and they literally 

were running down the hill.   

 

  Lord, I pray that whatever weight I have to carry that you make 

me strong.  And see, the more weight you have to carry, the 

stronger your legs, the stronger your back will become and the 

better condition you will be in.  See, are you ready?  Sometimes 

it needs are you ready to carry the weight.  Are you ready for 

what I am getting ready to place on you?   

 

  See, if you are going to see the angels descending and ascending 

and if you look up in the heaven, the picture that we saw and I 

didn’t understand that it is related to the next sermon, it was 

stairs, going up and it looked like heaven, but sometimes you got 

to come out of your toe to even go up to heaven.  It becomes a 

deep situation and we don’t want to deal with the stuff at the 

bottom.  We don t want to deal with the weight, but it’s a part of 

the journey.  Are you ready? 

 

  And when we can accept in our minds that we are ready for the 

destiny that God has for us, things will begin to change.  So, 

Lord I just declared to you that I don’t ask for a light load, I 

asked for a strong back, a strong back that whatever I’ve got to 

carry, you strengthen my back that I can carry the load.  

Prophet Dexter if you come and just do whatever God leads on 

your heart to do and as we close out for the day. 

 

Pastor Dexter:  Hallelujah.  I am going to be brief that pastor had 

messaged to you this morning that apostle had told me to think 

something.  Interesting enough, you asked the question or God 

asked you question, are you ready?  And this is a summary of 

what apostles told me to tell you and I think it’s quite 

appropriate because he said that destiny that the arc is getting 

ready to (01:02:40) you are ready.  You are ready for it because 

there were things that would remain to take place and some 

things that you are going to find out about concerning health 

and concerning growth and healing of people or product that you 

are going to make or find it.   
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  And even travelling on some of the places that you’ve been, he 

said, you will meet people and you will be able to even (01:03:06) 

train some of your formulas that will manifest and be cures for 

all the illness and diseases.  But he said, clear and plain to mean 

that you are ready before your destiny and the arc was ready to 

invoke upon this journey that God was taking us to.  Amen.   

 

  So there was just something I want to share with you because of 

what you were saying here as a testament to the people here 

and the members here that God is real.  There is nothing that 

God does not know and that he has not seen already.  We may 

not understand, we may not fulfill or fully understand it, but 

when he makes it plain to us, when he confirms it time and time 

again, we can be assured and we can rest well that God has our 

best interest at heart.  Amen.  Amen.   

 

  If you just stay on the boat and even lengthening the arc 

because our name is the arc of salvation and even I looked up at 

the preacher when he was talking about the arc, yourself and 

you didn’t know why God had asked to do that out of all of the 

churches and we are not the maid of church, but is sole 

representative of what we are.  You said, three or four years ago, 

come on the boat and a bunch of us came up here and we 

decided we are going to be workers in the arc and that we are 

going to build the arc and that we are going to restore the arc, 

representative of the arc of the coming, the place that it is the 

end, needs to be restored, needs to be rebuilt, needs to be 

refreshed and renewed.  And so, it’s not per chance and not an 

accident that God leads you to that place, but it was destiny and 

there was hope that we will meet the prophecy that he had 

already spoke four or five years ago.  Amen.   

 

01:05:00 

 

  I mean, everyone standing.  Bow your heads.  Father God, we 

thank you right now.  God, we thank you for confirmation, 

affirmation oh God.  We thank you for sound revelation.  We 

thank you for wisdom and we thank you for knowledge.  And we 

blessed your name oh God as we go from here and not from your 

presence, as we start to embark upon oh God this journey that to 

the place of song, as we start to look to the hills from which 

coming to our hill.  As we start to focus on our destiny that you 

have already readied.  As we start to believe that you are God 

and that you have all power in your hand.  As our faith 
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increases and our flesh decreases so shall be in our lives oh God.  

In Jesus name, we pray.  Amen.   

 

Female:  You are listening to brothersoftheword.com.  This was part 6 of 

the message titled, The Disciples, subtitled, Bartholomew by 

Nathaniel Bronner.  This message is number 5655, that’s 5655.  

To listen to over a thousand free messages or to send this 

message number 5655 to a friend, go to brothersoftheword.com.  

Listen to the brothersoftheword.com often because brother, 

you’ll need the word.   

 

(Music Playing)  

 

01:06:23s 
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