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Nathaniel Bronner: He who does a job that gets no credit is not in it for the 

credit.  

 

Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com.  This is part nine of 

the series titled, The Disciples, subtitled, James The Son of 

Alphaeus by Nathaniel Bronner.  This message is number 5658, 

that’s 5658.  Listen to over a 100 free messages on 

brothersoftheword.com. 

 

(Music Playing) 

 

Female: And now for 5658.  The Disciples part nine, James The Son of 

Alphaeus. 

 

Nathaniel Bronner: Welcome to Brothers of the Word because brother, you need 

the word. 

 

 And today, we are continuing with the series called, The 

Disciples.  And we have been taking each one of the 12 disciples 

and showing how the characteristics and the life of every one of 

the 12 disciples relates to parts and portions and facets of our own 

lives.  And our main scripture has been Matthew Chapter 10 

beginning at the first verse, “And when he had called His twelve 

disciples to Him, He gave them power over unclean spirits to cast 

them out, and to heal all kinds of sickness and all kinds of 

diseases.” 

 

“Now, the names of the 12 apostles are these; first, Simon who 

has called Peter and Andrew his brother; James the son of 

Zebedee and John his brother; Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas, 

and Matthew the tax collector; James the son of Alphaeus and 

Lebbaeus, whose surname was Thaddaeus; Simon the Canaanite, 

and Judas Iscariot, who also betrayed him.  These 12 Jesus sent 

out and commanded them, saying, do not go into the way of the 

Gentiles and do not enter a city of Samaritans but go rather to 

the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 

 

And as you go preach, saying, “The kingdom of heaven is at hand.  

Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out demons, 

freely you have received, freely give.  Provide neither gold, nor 

silver, nor copper in your money bills.  Nor bag for your journey, 

nor two tunics, nor sandals, nor staffs, for a worker is worthy of 

his food.  Now, whatever city or town you enter, inquire who in is 
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worthy and stay there till you go out.  And when you go out into 

a household, greet it.” 

 

And today is part nine of the series called, The Disciples, James 

the Son of Alphaeus.  Now, James is interesting and he has a 

unique distinction because there is a less said about James, son 

of Alphaeus than any other of the 12 disciples.  As a matter of 

fact, James, the Son of Alphaeus is called James the Less.  James 

the Less.  Of what do we know about James the Less?  Number 

one, we know that his daddy was named Alphaeus but so was 

Matthew’s daddy. 

 

In Mark 2:14, It says as he passed by, he saw Levi, the son of 

Alphaeus sitting at the tax office and he said to him follow me.  

So, he arose and followed him.  That was the last disciple that we 

talked about, Matthew, the tax collector, who is also called Levi.  

Jesus said, he saw Levi, the son of Alphaeus sitting at the tax 

booth collecting taxes.  So, both Matthew and James the Less, 

they were both the son of Alphaeus but the historian say it was a 

different Alphaeus. So, they’re really were not likely brothers but 

some of them say they may have been brothers, they may not have 

been brothers.  They just don’t know.  But both of them was son 

of Alphaeus, but there’s nothing else said about James other than 

he was the less.  So, we don’t know anything James did other than 

he was the Less.  And see, Alphaeus was a common name kind of 

like Smith.  So, there were a lot of Alphaeus’ as the last name.  So, 

he was just not distinguished and the bible also says that James’ 

mother is Mary Clopas, who was among the women at the foot of 

the cross of Jesus, weeping. 

 

00:05:00 

 

Mark 15:40, “There were also women looking on from a far among 

them whom were Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James the 

Less and of Joses and Salome.”  Mary the mother of James the 

Less, we know that he was a disciple and then he was mentioned 

four times with the 12.  We know who his daddy was.  We know 

who his mother was.  We know he was one of the 12 disciples, 

that’s it, that’s it.  That’s all we know about James the Less.  

That’s it.  That’s it.  That’s it. 

 

So, how do you get a whole sermon out of somebody and that’s it.  

That’s all we know about James the Less.  That’s it.  But yet, he 

was one of the 12 and the less could have meant one of several 
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things.  It could have meant that he was younger.  So, it could’ve 

meant that James the Less was younger than James the great, 

who was the son of Zebedee.  He was often called James the great.  

So, you had James the great and James the Less.  He could have 

been younger.  He could have been shorter.  Sometimes when they 

shorter the name would’ve been called that it is simply because 

he was shorter in stature.  He could have been less important.  He 

could have been less educated.  He could have had less money. 

 

You know when people got less money they’re not as great as 

somebody with a whole lot of money.  So, James the Less could 

have had less money.  James the Great could have had a whole 

lot of money.  James the Less could’ve had less money and you all 

would’ve looked at James the Greater as being greater just 

because he had more money.  Women you all know that’s true. 

 

 If the James the great had a fine stallion and he just drove up on 

a nice horse with a nice chariot and James the Less came on 

walking with just dusty sandals.  Yeah, you all look like James 

the Great, James the Great.  Simply because he had more money.  

He could have been quiet.  He could have talked less.  He could 

have been more humble.  He could have had less pride.  You see, 

we don’t even know why James the Less was called the Less.   

 

I had a college friend of the group of us who ran together and his 

nickname was the mighty and we called him the mighty.  We still 

called him the mighty today, but to think about the mighty, he 

was actually the smallest and the skinniest of the group.  The 

mighty weighed about 110 to 112 pounds and that’s pretty small 

for a man.  So, the mighty was real skinny but we worked out as 

a group and the mighty work out.  And see, the mighty was the 

smallest of the group, but the mighty could lift the largest percent 

of his body weight.  

 

I was much bigger as a matter of fact, I lifted my reps more than 

what the mighty could lift one time.  But the mighty could lift a 

greater percentage of his weight, the mighty worked out harder, 

the mighty put more effort in it, we could see that the mighty 

struggled and the mighty wouldn’t stop and he just got the 

nickname, the mighty, even though he was the smallest.  And 

because of what we called him, let me tell you what the mighty 

went on to do.  The mighty moved to Atlanta, he stayed with me 

about two or three years, the mighty went on to work for one of 

the Fortune five hundred companies.  He went on to become the 
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top ranking African American in that company.  He went on to 

become a senior vice president even the mighty now has more 

cash money than any of us.  He was the smallest but we called 

him the mighty.   

 

See, there’s a power in just what you’re called and we called him 

the mighty.  So, we called him the mighty even though he was the 

smallest, even though he was the shortest, even though he was 

the skinniest, he was the mighty.  And he rolls into corporate 

ranks.  He recently retired about a year ago and they were 

soliciting him to run one of the major organizations that all of you 

know because he was the mighty.  Now, can you imagine, the 

opposite of that?  Instead of you’re being called the mighty, you 

were called the Less.  James’ nickname was James the Less. 

 

00:10:00  

 

But I want to tell you something about the less.  Because see 

people all of us will be in situations at one point in our lives, where 

we face the greater and we are the less.  There’s always going to 

be somebody greater than you.  Bottom line, I don’t care what you 

do.  You see, there’s only one best in the world and by statistical 

probability you’re not that best.  That’s just statistical probability.  

You know some of you all maybe good but by statistical 

probability, you are not the best in the world.  So, there’s some 

who is the great and there’s someone who is the less.  All of us at 

one point in our lives, in one situation we will be the less. 

 

 So, here James had to go through walking with Jesus among all 

of the disciples and he’s called James the Less, not James the 

great, James the Less.  But I want to show some revelation about 

this man who we know nothing about.  You don’t know anything 

at all James the Less said.  Not one single word.  You don’t know 

anything at all about what James the Less did, not one single 

deed.  All you know was that James the Less was there and that’s 

it.  So, you don’t know any of his expert, any of his deeds, any of 

his works, all you know is that he was there.  But yet, Jesus talked 

about James the Less.  He said, well, I don’t remember a verse 

where Jesus mentioned James the Less.  See, John put himself in 

there. He was the disciple whom Jesus loved, that wasn’t James 

the Less.  So, James had himself all through it.  

 

Jesus talked to the other disciples, he mentioned the other 

disciples but Jesus said, where was James the Less?  I’ll tell you 
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where he was, he’s over in Luke chapter 9 verse 46.  Then a 

dispute arose among them as to which of them would be greatest.  

And Jesus perceiving the thought of their heart, took a little child, 

and set him by him and said to them, whoever receives this little 

child in my name receives me.  And whoever receives me, receives 

him who sent me for he who is least among you all will be great.   

 

Jesus said, one among you who is least among all of you, that’s 

the one who’s going to be great.  Well, which one was the least 

among all of them?  There was only one called the least.  

Everybody else was called the great, the rock, the sons of thunder, 

all everybody else had these great titles.  There was only one 

called the least and yet Jesus -- all of you all want to be great.  

You all know among yourselves about which one of us is the 

greatest.  Peter was saying, I’m the rock, how you all going to 

match me?  And Jesus has said, he’s going to build his church on 

me.  None of you got that kind of (00:13:31), I’m the very bedrock 

of the whole church, I’m pitiful.  My very name means rock, how 

are you going to compete with me?  Matthew, you’re nothing but 

a stake in tax collector, how are you going to compete with me?  

The rock.  We got a movie star named the rock now.  Peter said, 

how are you going to compete with this?   

 

So, they were arguing among themselves who was the greatest.  

And Jesus said, I see into your hearts.  I saw you arguing on the 

road.  I know and I perceived your thoughts for he who is least 

among you all will be great.  James the least.  And sometimes we 

all want to be great.  That’s natural.  You see, everyone wants to 

be the apostle, the pastor, the evangelist, the prophet or the 

teacher.  Some of you will say, you know I -- I prayed in all of five 

out of the five-four minutes, everybody wants to be the star.  Have 

you ever noticed the star has five points on it?  Everybody wants 

to be the star.  Everybody wants to say, I’m not afraid in all of the 

men.  I ain’t just want it, I operated in all but five-four. 

 

00:15:00 

 

  There’s nothing wrong with that but the bible doesn’t say what 

James the Less operate in and all of Jesus said, those among you 

who would be great must be the servant of all and here Jesus said, 

one among you all who is the greatest -- the one who is the least.  

And there was only one whose name was the least.  Some of you 

right now feel like the least.  You’ve got brothers, you’ve got 

sisters, you’ve got coworkers, you’ve got even other church folks 
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and you feel like compared to them you are not their same level 

and I’m sure James the Less felt that way at times.  

 

  He said, I’m shorter than everybody else.  I have less accolade.  I 

probably could not preach as powerful as everybody else.  I 

probably can’t raise as many dead folk as everybody.  I don’t have 

what some of my other disciple brothers have, I feel like and it 

even call me the less.  So, I don’t feel on the same power of them 

but yet Jesus said, the one among you all who is the greatest is 

the one among you who is less. And see people, sometimes we 

can’t operate in the five-fold of the ministry gifts, but there will 

be those among us who will operate in a different five-fold gift.   

 

  And your five-fold gift maybe this and you take the five fingers of 

your hand.  Wrap you five fingers around this broom.  Wrap your 

other five fingers around a dust rag and not only do you now have 

the five-fold ministry, you got the ten-fold ministry.  But you see 

the world will not look at the ten-fold ministry as being all that 

great and all that power because you’d rather have a ministry for 

you operated as the apostle, the pastor, the prophet, the 

evangelist and the teacher.  

 

  And the ten-fold ministry just doesn’t get the respect, doesn’t get 

the honor, and you’re just operating in the ten-fold ministry, 

you’re ushering, you’re serving folk, you’re sweeping up, you’re an 

armor bearer, you don’t come out in front, nobody gives you an 

award, nobody sees you every service, nobody compliments you on 

how sharp you are, no one tells you what a great work you 

brought, no, one tells you how good you sounded, no one builds 

you up and yet week after week, month after month, year after 

year, you operate in the ten-fold ministry and you become as 

James the Less.  

 

  And Jesus said, the one among you all who would be great is the 

least.  It goes contrary to what we think and we think the one 

among who would be greatest is the one who is displaying the 

greatest gift.  I know what Jesus said.  I didn’t make it up.  See, I 

would’ve think that myself.  And sometimes even those among us 

who displayed the greatest gifts.  That’s why Jesus said, I looked 

into your thoughts.  This is a brother point.  He who does a job 

that gets no credit is not in it for the credit.  He who does the job 

that gets no credit is not in it for the credit.  See, that’s why Jesus 

said, I looked in your thoughts and you may be standing up, 

preaching up a storm but I looked in your thoughts and maybe 
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the reason you walked there -- I’m not saying this is pretty bit 

rare case but maybe the reason why you’re up – not really the 

priest words because you want to be seen and heard because 

there’s a thing that make you feel good and make you stand up 

and you walk there for the accolades.  

 

  You see, the one who does a job that gets no credit is not in it for 

the credit.  They’re in it to serve and just to do and to stand in the 

background and to stand as a support and they are never publicly 

in front and never recognized by the eyes of the world.  They fit 

the pattern of the less but Jesus said, those among you all who 

would be great is the least.  And yet he goes against all of the 

things of the flesh like most of the high level spiritual stuff does 

and it goes against what we naturally think and feel in one 

because everybody want to be seen and recognized and lifted up 

on a platform, it is the natural nature that we have from a child.  

 

00:20:01 

 

  Everybody wants attention.  But Jesus said, the greatest, the 

greatest, the greatest, the least and you’re going to be the servant 

to everybody, the greatest would be least and you’ll serve and 

people will look at you and think of what you do as the less and 

the least.  And not even that important.  But you know sometimes 

you go without those -- let the garbage man go on strike.  Let the 

garbage man go on strike.  

 

  You see, you would be in more turmoil if the garbage man went 

on strike than if the preachers went on strike.  That’s a deep one.  

See, if the preacher went on strike, you didn’t have church for a 

couple of weeks to be on this but you’ll be alright.  But you let the 

garbage man go on strike after a couple of weeks, stuff go to 

stinking and piling up.  Yeah, you let the garbage man go on 

strike for a couple of weeks.  People who you think of the least but 

you go without them for a while and some of you feel that ways 

that -- you just don’t have the respect.  

 

  Jesus said, those among you who would be great, you must be the 

servant of all and he told the disciples of all of you, the great one 

is the less.  And I believe that even though James the Less got no 

accolades, none of his words were spoken, none of his deeds are 

known.  I believe that was the disciple who Jesus was talking 

about.  And Jesus could see James the Less just as faithful, just 

as humble, just as diligent, doing whatever was necessary to serve 
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without worrying about the credit and without worry about what 

people thought about it.  He may have had gloves on, he may have 

a dirty overall, he may have had a rag on his head, but he just 

served and served and served and served.  Those among you who 

would be great must be the servant of all.  

 

  We thank you for joining day at Brothers of the Word.  You can 

go to brothersoftheword.com.  Listen to the entire series of the 

disciples absolutely free.  Thank you for joining us today at 

Brothers of the Word because brother you need the word. 

 

Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com.  This was part nine 

of the series titled, The Disciples, subtitled, James, The Son of 

Alphaeus by Nathaniel Bronner.  This message is number 5658, 

that’s 5658.  To listen to over a 100 free messages or to send this 

message number 5658 to a friend, go to brothersoftheword.com.  

Listen to brothersoftheword.com often because brother you need 

the word. 

 

(Music Playing) 

 

00:23:09 
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