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Nathaniel Bronner: Are you a Zealot about Jesus?  Can you talk about Jesus all 

day long? 

 

Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com.  This is part 11 of the 

series titled, The Disciples, subtitled Simon The Zealot by 

Nathaniel Bronner.  This message is number 5659, that’s 5659.  

Listen to over a thousand free messages on 

brothersoftheword.com. 

 

(Music Playing) 

 

 And now for 5659, The Disciples part 11 Simon The Zealot. 

 

Nathaniel Bronner: Welcome to Brothers of the Word, because Brother, you 

need the Word.  And today we are in the middle of the series, 

actually towards the end of the series called The Disciples and 

during these series God has led me to take each one of the twelve 

Disciples and devoted an entire message, to each of the twelve, 

because each of the twelve Disciples, they have characteristics 

and attributes that relate to each and every one of us in our 

principle scripture has been Matthew Chapter 10 beginning at 

the first verse. 

 

“And when he had called his twelve disciples to him, he gave them 

power over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal all kinds 

of sickness and all kinds of disease.  Now the names of the twelve 

apostles are these, first Simon who was called Peter, and Andrew 

his brother; James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother; 

Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew, the tax collector; 

James the son of Alphaeus and Lebbaeus, whose surname was 

Thaddaeus; Simon the Canaanite, and Judas Iscariot, who also 

betrayed him.” 

 

“These twelve Jesus sent out and commanded him saying, ‘do not 

go into the way of the Gentiles and do not enter a city of the 

Samaritans, but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.’  

And as you go, preach, saying, ‘The kingdom of heaven is at hand.  

Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out demons, 

freely you have received, freely give.  Provide neither gold, nor 

silver, nor copper in your money bills.  Nor bank for your journey, 

nor two tunics, nor sandals, nor staves, for a worker is worthy of 

his food.  Now, whatever city or town you enter, enquire who in it 

is worthy and stay there until you go out.  And when you go into 

a household, greet it.’” 
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 So this is part 11, The Disciples, Simon The Zealot, Simon The 

Zealot. Now, in Matthew that I just read, Chapter 10 verse 4, 

Simon is identified as Simon the Cananite.  In Mark 3:18, he is 

also called Simon the Cananite.  But in Luke 6:15, Simon is 

identified as Simon called Zelotes.  In Acts 1:13, he is also called 

Simon Zelotes.  The word used in Matthew and Mark Cananite, 

it is the Greek word “Kananaios” it comes from the Hebrew root 

word which means to be zealous, and was used by those who was 

zealous for the Lord. 

 

In Luke and Acts, he is identified as Simon called Zelotes, the 

Greek word used here for Zelotes has the same meaning as the 

Hebrew root word meaning to be zealous.  Therefore, Simon is 

more correctly called in English, Simon the Zealot.  Now a zealot 

or person who is full of zealous.  It means somebody basically who 

is kind of fanatical about the thing.  They live, they breathe, and 

they act upon this thing because it consumes them.  They’re 

fanatical, they’re extremist, they’re consumed by. 

 

Now, I want to give you an example of something of a Zealot.  Here 

in this bag, and what this is, this is a box of shrimp.  Now, I want 

to ask you, is there any person or any character that you can think 

of, who was a Zealot about the shrimp, bubblegum, from the 

movie Forest.  I want you to play the clip, just dealing with Bubba 

from Forrest Gump. 

 

00:05:07 

 

Bubba: Shrimp is the food of the sea, you can barbeque it, boil it, brawl 

it, bake it, sauté it.  There is shrimp kebab, shrimp grill, shrimp 

gumbo, pan fry, deep fry, stir fry.  There is pineapple shrimp, 

lemon shrimp, coconut shrimp, pepper shrimp, shrimp soup, 

shrimp stew, shrimp salad, shrimp in potatoes, shrimp burger, 

shrimp salad, that’s -- that’s about it. 

 

Nathaniel Bronner: Bubba is talking about shrimp, and Bubba says, he knows 

everything there is to know about shrimp, and then Forest goes 

on to tell how not only did Bubba know but Bubba’s momma was 

an expert on shrimp.  And Bubba’s momma’s momma was an 

expert on shrimp.  And Bubba’s momma’s momma’s momma, was 

an expert on shrimp.  So Bubba is an absolute fanatic about 

shrimp.  The point is Bubba, was a Zealot about shrimp.  Bubba 

could talk shrimp from morning to night.  They will clean and it’s 
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gone, Bubba was talking about shrimp.  They were shining the 

boots, Bubba was talking about shrimp.  They were scrubbing the 

floor, Bubba was talking about shrimp.  Bubba could name every 

kind of shrimp dish in every presentation of shrimp that you can 

think about.  Bubble could talk shrimp all day long.   Bubble was 

a Zealot about shrimp. 

 

And the question is, are you a Zealot about Jesus?  Can you talk 

about Jesus all day long?  How long can you talk about Jesus?  

Bubba can talk about shrimp all day long, how long can you talk 

about Jesus?  Simon the Zealot.  Now, let me explain what that 

meant from a biblical perspective was Simon.   

 

There were basically four dominant groups within Judaeus.  

First, the Pharisees, the Pharisees they were the righteous, they 

were the fundamentalist, they were the legalist.  If I had to 

compare the Pharisees with our political structure here in the 

U.S. just as a rough lose comparison, the Pharisees would sort of 

be compared to the republics.   

 

Then, you had the Sadducees, the Sadducees they were roughly 

the liberal, so the Sadducees were kind of roughly be compared to 

the democrats.   

 

The third group were the Essenes.  The Essenes were the mystics, 

they were the ones who went out and live in the caves, they were 

the ones who sort of rejected the standard political and religious 

structures of that day and they kind of did their own mystical 

thing.  The Essenes would sort of roughly be compared in the 

modern terminology to the hippie. 

 

And finally you had the Zealots.  Now, the Zealotes, they were a 

politically oriented group and you have to understand the times 

that they were in.  You see, the Jews were under the rule of the 

Romans, and the Romans were essentially oppressing the Jews, 

they were trying to get the Jews to abandon their culture and 

their religion and take on the culture of Rome. 

 

And within the Jewish community, there was a bunch who said, 

number one, we don’t need to change who we are, and number 

two, we need to get these Romans all by our net, we are being 

unfairly persecuted, we are being unfairly taxed, that’s why 

Matthew, the tax collector, could not go into a Jewish home and 

the home remained clean.  If a tax collector walked into the home, 
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the home was declared as unclean because the tax collectors, they 

collect the tax for the Roman government, and the Roman 

government was viewed as the oppressor so that’s four category 

within Judaeus and was a Zealot and they had grew up and they 

were fundamentally a radical extremist militant group. 

 

00:10:00 

 

 You see the Zealots didn’t just preach against the Romans, the 

Zealots acted against the Romans, they didn’t just act with 

demonstration, they weren’t just walking around, holding the 

picket signs.  The Zealots would be what we would call in modern 

terminology, depending upon which angle you viewed it from, 

they would even be considered terrorist or freedom fighters.  You 

know because they are the same thing, just to be on with side is 

looking at it.   

 

So, they would even be considered terrorist by the Roman 

government or freedom fighters by the Jews.  So, the Zealots were 

killing Romans, they were burning up Rome stuff, they were 

looting and stealing from the Romans.  So the Zealots were 

impractical modern terminology terrorists or freedom fighters.  

And Simon was a Zealot.  And actually when you really study why 

the Romans destroyed Jerusalem, they destroyed Jerusalem 

trying to get rid of the Zealots.  

 

Because the Zealots were causing them so much problem, they 

were burning up stuff and killing up folks and the Zealots weren’t 

just killing Romans, they were killing Jews who they felt 

sympathized with the Romans.  So the Zealot they were in 

extreme, so you all think so many stuff is new.  You all think when 

you reading the newspaper about all of the militants and the 

(00:11:42), you all think this stuff is new.  Nothing dealing with 

human emotion and interaction.  There is nothing new under the 

sun, they will pull a terrorism back then.   

 

That’s why Rome destroyed Jerusalem trying to get rid of the 

terrorist.  And when they destroyed Jerusalem, the Zealot had 

one last thrown holder.  They went to a city, hide up on a hill, on 

a mountain, and it was called Mazar.  I’ve been to Mazar.  There 

was a movie made about Mazar, and what happened to Zealots 

about a thousand of them had moved to the strong hole in Mazar, 

the Roman army surrounded them, and the Zealot said, that 

before we will be captured by the Romans, we will kill ourselves 
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before we will be captured.  That’s how much they hated the 

Romans.   

 

Almost a thousand people committed suicide in Mazar, that’s how 

much they believe, that’s the Zealot in it, that was who the Zealots 

were.  They were freedom fighters or terrorists depending upon 

which side you look at it, even with the US, when the US was 

formed and they had the Boston tea party, they were freedom 

fighters, (00:13:05) they were freedom fighters, but not to the 

British.  To the British, they were terrorists.  So, it depends upon 

which angle you looking at it from. 

 

Do you know who else were Zealots?  Do you remember Barabbas?  

Barabbas was set to be killed in the crowd had the choice of whom 

they chose, Jesus or Barabbas, you all may need to go back and 

listen to that sermon it is called Murderer or Messiah.  It’s sermon 

I think 5608.  You can go listen to it free, but it dealt with 

Barabbas.  Barabbas was not a common murderer, Barabbas was 

not a common thief, Barabbas was a Zealot, but to the Romans, 

Barabbas was getting set up to be crucified because Barabbas was 

killing and robbing from Romans.   

 

Do you know who else were Zealots?  Do you know Jesus on the 

cross?  Do you know the two thieves on each side, they were not 

ordinary everyday thieves, they were Zealots.  And they were 

being crucified because yes, they had stolen.  Modern terminology 

we will call it looting, you all think loot is a new?  They will loot 

us, they will loot us because they were frustrated with the power 

structure and they were protesting and they were burning down 

the folks and control staff and stealing that stuff that’s why they 

will own the cross, they were Zealots, they wouldn’t just come and 

thieve.  Now I’m sure that you had some folk who got into the 

looting craze and stole some stuff and then had no real political 

motive behind it, they were just stealing some stuff.   

 

00:15:00 

 

You all think that’s new, not of this stuff is new, when you know 

history none of the stuff is new, when you know history none of 

the stuff is new.  So the true thieves on the side of Jesus, they 

were Zealots, and yet here Simon the Zealot.  Can you imagine 

somebody with that kind of conviction, and Jesus had to take him 

into the fault, and yet  this was a terrorist, this was a looter, this 

was a murderer, this was a man who hated Rome so much that 

http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/5659.mp3


www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/5659.mp3 

they said I would rather die than fall into the hands of the 

Romans, and I will kill you if you sympathized with them, this 

was who Simon the Zealot was, this was the group of Zealots, and 

this is why Rome had them locked up and was trying to kill them.  

That’s why they burned out and destroyed Jerusalem, trying to 

wipe out those who had such a Zealot that they would die or kill 

for what they believed.  They were acting with almost reckless 

abandoned.   

 

Have you all ever acted with reckless abandoned?  Maybe all of 

you have asked it with reckless abandoned that you just been so 

sick as son?  You didn’t care what the consequence is where.  You 

just go handle this listing, do you understand what I mean?  So 

some of us sometimes have been pushed to the point for one thing 

or another where you just lose all rational sins, and where you 

lose all personal concern and you just go all out, that’s what it 

happened to the Zealots.  They had been pushed to that point 

because of an oppressive society that was oppressing and 

destroying and taxing them to no end, and yet here Jesus comes. 

 

And here Jesus tells Simon the Zealot to love thy enemy.  He’d 

been killing his folk, still in his stuff, burning his stuff, and hear 

Jesus tells Simon the Zealot love thy enemy.  Too good to those 

who persecute you, blessed them who cursed you and I met Simon 

and said you mean no dirty Romans, you mean the Romans that 

have oppressed and persecuted us and misused us and killed us, 

you all meet to love them, do you not know who I am?  I am a 

Zealot.  My group does this and that, this is what we stand for, 

we don’t take no stuff, we get it done by any means necessary and 

you will meet to love them.  This is what it meant to be a Zealot,  

 

And Jesus when he comes into your world and he comes in to your 

heart, even though their calls may have been just.  See, when 

Jesus say love your enemy, he didn’t say that they want a 

legitimate enemy.  When he says bless them that curse you, he 

didn’t said he had not cursed you out, they may have cursed you 

out with someone on big long double and triple and quadruple 

compound cursed word.  He didn’t said they hadn’t cursed you out, 

he didn’t said they hadn’t abused you, he did not say that they 

were a legitimate enemy.  He said love your enemies, do good 

them, bless them and yet you’ve come from this background, 

you’ve come from this group and you got this history of reacting 

in violence.   
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And see, many of us have a history of reacting in (00:18:50) that 

you may not a picked up the soul, but the tongue is sharper than 

any too weird sword.  See, we’ve got a history of reacting and 

cutting people and thinks to pieces just with the sword of our 

tongue, we’ve got a history of being a Zealot and against our 

enemy and Jesus said, love them and then right next to Simon is 

Matthew the tax collector.  So this is a man who work for the 

enemy and sometimes someone who is betrayed themselves to the 

enemy is worst than the enemy himself.  So here is the main, he’s 

got to go and look at Matthew, the tax collector, this is the man 

who work from you have to oppress my folk, you have collect taxes 

and bring out money out of them and then you put some of over 

in your own pocket, you make yourself rich at the expense of the 

people and then you had to go and look at this man and Jesus said 

love, love, love, love, love, it come from this background of hate 

and vengeance and violence and retribution-- 

 

00:20:00 

 

 And anger, and it come from all of these stuffs and Jesus says 

love.  Then yet it’s so, so difficult, and how do you move from being 

a Zealot, in one arena to being a Zealot or another.  How do you 

move from being a revolutionary violent Zealot to being a Zealot 

for spreading the word of God, for being a Zealot for the love of 

Christ?  How do you make that switch?  It’s so difficult for most 

people to make that switch because some of the all Simons still 

lives own.  And how do you kill that nature of Simon the Zealot?   

 

 I actually preached the sermon about that, on how to love your 

enemy, because it’s not easy, but it’s possible.  And there was 

basically one fundamental key when Jesus says, I give to you a 

new commandment that you love one another as I have love you.  

That you also love one another by this shall all mean no that ye 

are my disciples if you have loved one another, even no matter 

what they used to be, and if you love your enemies even in spite 

of what they are, love the one another.   

 

And the key that I gave in that message, was in every action that 

Jesus gave you to do, was an action not an emotion.  If they cursed 

you, blessed them.  If they despitefully used you and persecute 

you, do good to them.  All of that, their actions.  See, sometimes if 

you do the action, your heart will eventually change to match the 

action, because he knew it’s hard to change their heart, but you 

can control the words of your mouth and you can control the 
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actions of somebody just cursed you out, oh bless you, you looking 

so good today.  So you can’t do that -- that doesn’t mean that you 

can change the stuff going on in your heart.  You may not be able 

to control that but you can control what you say.  So you can all -

- I do understand, can I buy you lunch today?  You can do good, 

that’s why everything he told you to do was an action, not a 

thought, not an emotion, it was an action.  So if you can do that, 

it would help to take you from Simon the Zealot the way he was 

killing, the Simon the Zealot the way he was loving, and we all 

need to make that transition in some areas of our life to be able 

to fulfill that ultimate commandment, to love the Lord thy God 

basically with everything you got, that you should love your 

neighbor as yourself, and then we can do that, and we start with 

that action, you start with doing stuff that by the natural they 

don’t even deserve but when you think about it, God has done 

stuff for you that you don’t even deserve.  

 

So, when we look at it that way, all were doing were showing the 

love of Christ out to the world, and we move from becoming one 

type of revolutionary to another type of revolutionary, see that’s 

one thing I’ve learned about, you want to get some done, give it to 

somebody with some zeal.  Give it to somebody with some 

(00:23:15).  Simon was perhaps, he probably was a pretty good 

Zealot, just like Paul was a pretty good persecutor, and because 

he was such a good persecutor, he became one of the greatest 

evangelist. 

 

So when you are Zealots in one area, you can take and transform 

that same fire, that same force and become Zealots in another 

area.  We need to become for Christ just like Bubba was a shrimp.  

And we need to be able to serve up Christ just like Bubba could 

serve a shrimp, and could you imagine that if you had the same 

fire as Bubba did with shrimp, if you had that same fire for Christ, 

so that when you get to your job or whatever group you’re going 

to be around, when they say, do you know who is on the fire for 

Christ?  It will be just like when I asked, do you know who is a 

Zealot about shrimp?   

 

And your name would come to mind, that person they are in own 

fire for Christ, yes you may go to some persecution for that Jesus 

already show you handle it, just do good, just do good to him, just 

do good to him and even the hardest to people.  If you do good long 

enough, even the hardest of people would have to suffer to you, 

and they will have to asked themselves, what is it that they have 
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that allows him to keep loving me and I’m doing all of this, what 

is it that they’ve got?  And they want to know that question, but 

you going to have to be a Zealot for Christ, and if you’re a Zealot 

for Christ, you will love those who hate you and persecute you -- 

 

00:25:03 

And despitefully used you and say all manner of evil against you 

and you don’t love him anyway, and you going to show them 

another way and you turn the other cheek (ph) and show them 

the light and the love of a Christ and you too will be a Zealot. 

 

 We thank you for joining us today at Brothers of the Word, 

because brother, you need the Word.  Amen, Amen, and Amen. 

 

Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com.  This was part 11 of 

the series titled, The Disciples, subtitled Simon The Zealot by 

Nathaniel Bronner.  This message is number 5659, that’s 5659.  

To listen to over a thousand free messages or to send this message 

number 5659 to a friend, go to brothersoftheword.com.  Listen to 

brothersoftheword.com often because brother, you need the Word. 

 

(Music Playing) 

 

00:26:08 
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