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Welcome to Brothers Of The Word! Because brother, you need the word! 
Today we are in the midst of a series called The Disciples Commands. The first part 
dealt with where Jesus told the disciples: don’t go the way of the Gentiles. The 
second part: don’t go into any of the city of the Samaritans. The third part: but 
rather, go instead to the lost sheep of the House of Israel. I’m on part four today. In 
part four, Jesus gives the disciples the preaching command. He tells them what to 
preach. It is the only thing he told them to preach. Jesus says: “As you go preach, 
saying the kingdom of Heaven is at hand.” 
 
You all know about the Century Fountain. I was there yesterday with my oldest 
son. We had gone out for some things yesterday, and we were there at the office. I 
was standing in front of the fountain, and I walked over with him. I said El you see 
the sign that says ask God to speak to you. I said ask God to speak to you, and then 
listen to what he says. As he did that, I listened to the scripture that came. The 
scripture says: And John went preaching “repent, for the kingdom at heaven is at 
hand”. I said “my goodness!” I’m telling you to ask for a word from God, and that is 
the very thing I am preaching about tomorrow. I told you there is some stuff at that 
fountain that just blows my mind.  
 
So it is at: www.TheCenturyFountain.com for those who want to go there. Go and 
read all about it. The very scripture that came dealt with that, but it wasn’t from 
Jesus. It was from John. Then I realized something, when Jesus told the disciples: 
preach, saying: the kingdom of heaven is at hand. John was who Jesus went to to 
get baptized, and to get anointed. John was perplexed; he said: why are you coming 
to me to get baptized? I should be coming to you! But Jesus said this is in proper 
order, this must be. Jesus bent down for John to baptize and anoint him. But the 
principle I immediately saw about the kingdom of heaven is this: If you want the 
kingdom of heaven, you need to be around and under somebody who has the 
kingdom of heaven.  
 
The very thing Jesus preached and told his disciples to preach, was who the person 
who anointed him was preaching. So whoever anoints you, whoever is over you, 
whoever is around you…what they do, what they talk about, what they 
preach…that gets on you; in Jesus. So it was no accident that Jesus told all of his 
disciples to preach the same thing John was preaching, because that is who 
anointed him. When John was preaching: Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at 
hand! Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand! Repent, for the kingdom of 
heaven is at hand! The minute Jesus went out he told his disciples this is what you 
preach: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.  
 
It was no accident that the man who anointed him, that is what he preached and 
that is what Jesus preached. That is the only thing, and that is really kind of the 
only thing that John preached. That is the only thing Jesus told the disciples to 



 - 3 -

preach. Preach this: that the kingdom of heaven is at hand. For today’s message I 
don’t have any notes, because God spoke…he said don’t take any notes, and don’t 
write anything down. Every six or eight months God will just tell me to do this. I 
have no notes. He said you just preach out of the spirit whatever I put in your spirit. 
 
You let that flow out. I spent yesterday with my oldest son. He is in college as a 
freshman majoring in Mechanical Engineering. As I was talking to him, I asked 
him: who are your friends? I said tell me: are your friends at the top, in the middle, 
or at the bottom? He said well they are kind of mostly in the middle. I said there is 
nothing wrong with that, but if you want to go to the top, who you associate with 
will determine the level where you will go to. He had just finished a book that 
Pastor James had recommended to me that I read. Once I read it I asked my son to 
read it. It is called Outliers. In Outliers, it is a book that talks about the people who 
made it to the very top of anything they are in. He talked about how it wasn’t just 
because of their abilities; it was the circumstances that were around them. 
 
They had certain abilities, but not necessarily super abilities, and he goes through 
all of these people; all of these great folk and shows the circumstances that 
surrounded them, and the people who surrounded them. At the end of the book –I 
listened to the audio version, it is not in the printed version—but they are 
interviewing him. They said you have accomplished this, and you have this book 
that has sold millions of copies, what is your personal story? He said I came from a 
Mid-Western rural town. The high school that I went to had about 1,200 students. 
Out of those 1,200 students only about 20 went to college. But my two closest 
friends that I had been with since first grade. We went through first grade, all 
through high school, and all through college together. My two closest friends, in a 
school with 1,200 folk; 20 of them went to college. Most of them were rural and not 
educated, not sophisticated; but my best friend was different.  
 
My best friend now is the youngest tenured professor at Harvard University. The 
other friend is an editor at the New York Times. They were different and that is 
who I hung around. So it was no accident that I can write this book that has sold 
millions of copies, because the folk I grew up with…in a place where only 20 out of 
1,200 went to college. I surrounded myself –and he said we just became friends in 
first grade—so because I became friends with folk who were going to the top. Have 
you ever been on a highway? Anyone who drives a lot, you will understand the 
aerodynamics if you get behind a big truck it pulls you along. If you are on the side 
of a truck it will push you. It has what is called a draft and the binaural effect. It 
will pull you along just to be behind a big truck. If you are behind a big truck, and 
somebody really going somewhere big…just the draft of their going by. Just the 
draft of them.  
 
I go out running sometimes, and sometimes if I am out running on the street, 
somebody will try to stop and talk to me. I’ll say look I will talk to you, but you have 
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to run along with me, because I am not going to let your standing still non-
exercising behind stop me. So I don’t mind talking to you, but if you are going to 
talk to me, you have to run with me. Who you hang around…even the kingdom of 
Heaven is greatly influenced by who you hang around. I have been training my 
children; I even told them yesterday that I am not that particular about how much 
money you earn. The main thing I want is for you to be balanced in those five areas 
of life. Spirit, health, relationships, knowledge and money. 
 
We went through all five of the areas, and that is the way we ranked them in. Spirit 
is number one, not religion…spirit. No, because there are plenty of Christians with 
terrible spirits. So if the spirit is right, it flows to everything else. If the spirit is 
wrong, it will contaminate in health. If you lose your health all of the other stuff is 
not worth it because you can’t enjoy anything. You can’t enjoy your relationship, you 
can’t enjoy your money, you can’t enjoy your knowledge, you are just aching and all 
you can do is sit there and look at it. You can’t do anything with it. So your health is 
second; relationships –success is nothing without someone you love to share it 
with—makes a difference. A friend is more valuable than a fortune. So 
relationships, and then the knowledge –what you know and your philosophy—the 
knowledge makes a difference. All of that stuff effects money, but most people will 
put money at the top.  
 
My son is training to be a professional swimmer, and he is super at it. I said who is 
the greatest swimmer of all, and he said Michael Phelps. He is not just the greatest 
swimmer; he has won more Olympic medals than anybody in history. I said: now 
what has just happened to Michael Phelps? Several DUIs. Why do you think he has 
the DUIs? Spirit. Because what do you think they call alcohol? They call it spirits. 
So if you don’t have the spirit of God in you, you have to go and try to get another 
spirit to deal with some of the issues of life. Because there are always issues of life. 
So here is this man with all of this fame, all of this fortune, body in Olympic 
condition, super healthy and has all of this stuff…but you still have issues. I don’t 
care how much money you have, I don’t care how much fame you have, and I don’t 
care how good of shape you are in…you are still going to have issues.  
 
When you have issues you need the right spirit. That spirit is not liquor, that spirit 
is not cigarettes, that spirit is not cocaine, or that spirit is not food, because most of 
us use food as the comforter. I gave you last week the wall test. I need to make an 
addendum to that. I told you for the wall test to stand up against the wall with your 
toes and touch your nose, and if your stomach is touching the wall then that is belly 
fat. Somebody asked me after service, they said: Pastor, what about if you have a 
big behind and you stand up against the wall with your behind, and your shoulders 
won’t touch the wall. What about that? That really was an excellent question. The 
truth behind that is, the behind doesn’t really matter that much. It really doesn’t.  
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From a medical perspective, the dangerous fat is belly or abdominal fat. That’s why 
African-American women, the medical science and all of the stats show that they 
don’t suffer the extreme health effects just from being overweight, because of the 
distribution. Black women, you know…it’s pow and pow! The dangerous fat is not 
the behind and the thigh and the hip. That is not the dangerous fat. Matter of 
fact…those black women are strong! And they don’t get sick! That is because of the 
weight distribution. All throughout Africa –we have been to about five or six 
countries in Africa—and the same phenomenon is all over Africa. Those women can 
carry some weight, but it is not stomach weight. It is behind, hip and thigh. And 
those women are strong! They are healthy! So that is why the wall test is accurate. 
So the weight that is medically dangerous, that is medically detrimental, it is 
abdominal weight, not all of the other weight. It is abdominal weight that causes 
the problem.  
 
This stuff is…in terms of just the kingdom of Heaven. And Jesus said preach that it 
is at hand. At hand, obviously is not what they may have thought at the time. 
Because what they may have thought at the time was the world was about to end, 
and everybody was about to go to Heaven. That is 2,000 years ago. So that obviously 
wasn’t right in the next hour or two. So it had to have a meaning that did not relate 
to the fact to the second coming, or the end of the earth in a chronological time 
frame. Preach that the kingdom of Heaven is at hand. I’m here to tell you that 
Heaven is here. I’m not getting into what happens after you die, because to be 
honest about it, I don’t exactly know.  
 
The bible doesn’t go into a whole lot of that. It doesn’t go into a whole lot of 
description into what heaven or hell is like. I don’t exactly know; I don’t exactly 
know whether you go through purgatory, or whether you stay there for a little 
while. I don’t exactly know. There are about three or four major interpretations and 
theories on the tribulations. Nobody exactly knows all of that. But I do know what is 
going on here. So Jesus said, preach that the kingdom of Heaven is at hand. Some 
translations say: the kingdom of heaven is near. It is near! So it obviously did not 
mean it will come in the next few days, or months, or hours; because that was 2,000 
years ago. So it obviously was not referring to a chronological scale.  
 
I believe that what Jesus was trying to tell the people when he said the kingdom of 
God is within. I believe that you will create your heaven or your hell right in your 
hands, right within you, right where you are, right now…by the thought patterns of 
your mind. When John came, he said…he put a word in front of that…the kingdom 
of heaven is at hand. He said: repent. Repent is the word metanoia, which means a 
change of mind or a change of thinking. We need to change our way of thinking if 
we want to get into Heaven. I have two apples here, if there is any fruit that 
represented the Garden of Eden, it is an apple. This was not the fruit that Adam 
ate, because God told him you can eat any fruit that has within it a seed. So 
whatever fruit he ate didn’t have a seed in it.  
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It wasn’t an apple, but the apple relates closest to paradise; closest to Eden and 
closest to the time when man was in perfection than perhaps any other fruit. I am 
going to put this apple right inside my jacket to symbolize that it is close; but it is 
still on the outside, and you will not get the kingdom of Heaven until it moves from 
the outside to the inside. See, it is close but do you know how much good this apple 
does me in my suit jacket pocket? Do you realize how much nutrition I can glean 
and absorb from this apple in my suit jacket? It is close! It is at hand and it is near. 
That is the way the kingdom of Heaven is with so many of us. It is right at hand, 
but we never move it. That little bit of space from the outside to the inside, and we 
starve to death because we have never understood that it is close.  
 
Reverend Ike used to say: I don’t want pie in the sky by and by, I want my stuff 
right here. That’s the way I am. I’m not sure about what is all happening in 
Heaven. I am here to tell you people, if you are not happy here on earth, you are not 
going to be happy in Heaven. Why is that Pastor? If you ask anybody what they 
think Heaven is like…well, I think it is like you are sitting up there in the clouds, 
streets of gold, you are listening to hymns all day long, you are around the word of 
God, and you are around the glory of God all day long 24/7…it sounds a whole lot 
like church. Then some of you are thinking: well, if I can get to Heaven, I can get 
away from some of these strange folk. I can get away from all of the racial issues if I 
can get to Heaven.  
 
Have you read the bible about what kind of folk are in Heaven?! See the problem 
you have here, you have the difference between external pigmentation of melanin 
concentration in the skin. Once you get beyond the skin there is virtually no DNA or 
chromosome difference. Every human being regardless of the color of their skin can 
mate and produce offspring. Have you read about what kind of folk are in Heaven? 
Folk with eagle’s heads and lion’s heads; and you have a problem because of the 
concentration of skin pigmentation on earth. You’ll get to Heaven and you are 
sitting up there at the dinner table and look across and you have a man with a 
moose head.  
 
You have a problem with skin pigmentation. So if you have a problem getting along 
with somebody who is genetically virtually identical to you…what do you think you 
are going to have when you get to Heaven? 1/3 of the angels had to be cast out of 
Heaven because there was a war in Heaven. So if you think you are going to get to 
Heaven and there is no more war, historically that is just not true. That is why…as 
it is above, so it is below. So when you get there, there is going to be some of the 
same stuff. You have to have your spirit right no matter where you are, or you will 
have problems. People, it is at hand, and we have so much in this country. The more 
I travel, the deeper I understand some stuff. A lot of the places, especially when you 
don’t go to industrialized places, they don’t have a fraction of what we have in the 
U.S. 
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But they are all happier. You can see it and you can feel it. They are all happier. We 
have all of this stuff, and we are not happier. One of the major things Jesus said, 
the only man he said couldn’t get into the kingdom of Heaven, was a rich man. And 
that is what all of us are striving and getting to be. It is hard for a rich man to get 
into Heaven as a camel in the eye of the needle. As far as I’m concerned, a camel 
through the eye of the needle; and I read that some people said it was a gate the 
camel had to go through. I can’t really find anything to support that. A needle was a 
needle. You have to have a change of mind. If you can change your mind, you can 
enter. Because the kingdom of Heaven is at hand. I want to tell you three things.  
 
First, you need to realize it is now. It is now. Too many of us live our lives unhappy 
because we are waiting on something to happen down the road. You know well as 
soon as all of my children are grown, I am going to be able to really get happy once 
all of these children get out of the house. As soon as I can get me another husband, 
or a husband, I am going to be happy. Soon as I can get me a husband, I am going to 
be happy. Yes, soon as I can get me a husband, I am going to be happy; or soon as I 
can get me another husband, I am going to be happy. So whatever it is…as soon as I 
can get me a raise on my job, and get these bills out of the way…I am going to be 
happy. As soon as I make a certain amount of money, I am going to be happy. 
 
You have to realize that the kingdom of Heaven is not way down the road. That is 
why Jesus said it is near. It is in the present time, not the future. The second thing 
you have to realize is with what you have. Do you know what Jesus told the 
disciples as he sent them out? He stripped them down; he didn’t load them down 
with stuff. He said do not take a wallet, don’t take any money. He said don’t take 
any money, don’t take any wallet, don’t take an extra pair of shoes, don’t take a 
coat, don’t you take anything but just what you have on, and that is the way you go 
out. He stripped them down before he sent them out.  
 
The kingdom of Heaven is available to you with what you have. So it is available to 
you right now, and it is available to you with what you have. The third thing is: the 
man has already come to pay for your entry into the kingdom of Heaven, but you 
have to do what he says. There was a story back in the 1800s about Mr. Wilson. Mr. 
Wilson robbed a mail office, and while he robbed a mail office he killed somebody. 
They caught him, tried him and pronounced him guilty. They put him in jail and 
were getting ready to hang him. Well he had a lot of powerful and influential 
friends, and they went to the President. The President issued a pardon for Wilson 
and sent the pardon to the jail. The sheriff received the pardon and told Wilson he 
was free.  
 
Wilson said no, I am not going, I am not accepting the pardon. The case went to the 
Supreme Court, because Wilson said I did it, I’m guilty and I need to hang. The 
sheriff said you have been pardoned by the President. Wilson said I am not 
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accepting it. The case went to the Supreme Court back in the 1800s, and it was 
President Jackson. The Supreme Court decided this: that even though the pardon 
was legally valid; even though the pardon would totally wipe away the man’s crime, 
and set the man free. Even though the pardon was legitimate and powerful, the 
pardon was no good and he could not be overwritten with his own will. The 
Supreme Court said that if a man does not accept the pardon…he hangs. And 
Wilson hung.  
 
Jesus has come with the pardon. He has come with the keys of the kingdom of 
Heaven, but if you don’t accept the pardon; if you don’t accept the keys, you will 
hang. You exist in this existence of life that can be miserable or it can be 
phenomenal. I live a phenomenal life! I wouldn’t trade places literally –I don’t say 
that just because I couldn’t—I wouldn’t trade places with anybody on the face of the 
earth. I have been so blessed! Oh my goodness, I wonder how have I been so blessed. 
But it is a mentality. I am blessed everywhere I go with everything I do with 
everything I have. I am just blessed! But I feel that way because I see the blessing 
in everything, even though some people will look at it and say you have to be 
kidding. But no, it is a blessing! It is a mentality that opens the kingdom of Heaven. 
When your mentality opens the kingdom of Heaven, then you can take the kingdom 
of Heaven that is near [takes a bite of an apple] and pull it from near to inside. 
 
I leave you with this thought and question. If your friends and associates, if all that 
they will ever know about God; if all that they will ever know about Jesus; if all that 
they will ever know about the kingdom of Heaven on earth; if all that they will ever 
know is based upon what they see in you, what will they know? For your friends 
and associates, if all that they will ever know about the kingdom of Heaven is based 
on what they see in you…what will they know? For the kingdom of Heaven is at 
hand! 
 
 


