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Nathaniel Bronner: Example is a gift that you give whether you want to or 
not. 

 
Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com.  This is Part 9 of 

the message titled, “The Disciples Commands,” subtitled, 
“Freely You Have Received Freely Give,” by Nathaniel Bronner.  
This message is number 5669.  That’s 5669.  Listen to over a 
thousand free messages on brothersoftheword.com. 

 
(Music Playing) 
 
 And now for 5669, “The Disciples Commands Part 9:  Freely You 

Have Received Freely Give.” 
 
Nathaniel Bronner: Welcome to Brothers of the Word because, brother, you 

need the Word. 
 
 And we are now in the midst of a series called, “The Disciples 

Commands” and this is a series that deals with each of the 
commands that Jesus gave the disciples as he sent them forth in 
the Book of Matthew in Chapter 10, where the first three 
commands Jesus tells the disciples who to go to, do not go into 
the Gentiles nor any city of the Samaritans but go rather to the 
loss sheep of the house of Israel and then as you go, preach 
saying, the kingdom of heaven is near, heal the sick, cleanse the 
lepers, raise the dead, cast out demons. 

 
 And today, we deal with the next command that Jesus gave the 

disciples, “Freely you have received freely give.” 
 
 Now, many pastors would take this as an opportunity to raise a 

real good offering.  Freely give.  This is a good sermon to really 
raise a real, a real good offering.  And often when we think of 
giving, Jesus’ command to freely give the first thing that pops 
into most people’s minds is money.  But that was not what Jesus 
was talking about.  Now, there are always multiple levels of 
every spiritual thing and money fits under this category, but 
that’s not what Jesus was talking about and I know that’s not 
what he was talking about.  And one of the main reasons that’s 
not what he was talking about when he told the disciples to 
freely give because they didn’t have any money.  So, that’s one of 
the commands he taught that don’t any gold or any silver, so 
they didn’t have any money and that’s one rule about giving, you 
cannot give what you do not what?  You can’t give it if you don’t 
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have it.  So, if you don’t have any money, you can’t give any 
money.  And that’s a principle, if you want to go get some money 
from somebody first thing you got to know is if they have any.  
The willingness to give it to you doesn’t make a better difference 
if they don’t have any money.  There were once three men who 
were gambling and one of the men said, look fellas I can’t 
gamble with you today for three reasons.  So, the first reason is I 
don’t have any money, and it was a holdup -- we don’t need to 
know your other true reasons.  We don’t even need to know the 
other true reason.  If you don’t have any money, we don’t even 
need to know what your other true reasons are.  So, Jesus did 
not mean -- on other spiritual levels, yes that’s true, but when 
he was talking with the disciples he was not talking about 
money because he has specifically told them don’t take any 
money.  So, they didn’t have any money, and remember when 
they said look, silver and gold have I not, they didn’t have any 
money.  So, it’s not talking about money, but yet he commanded 
us to freely give.  And oftentimes one of the major reasons why 
we do not give is because we don’t think we have anything to 
give and I want to show you here this gift bag.  It’s a golden gift 
bag with a golden rope that runs through it.  And I want to show 
you what’s in this bag, and I know sometimes I’ll come out with 
a bag and you all will wonder what does pastor have in the bag 
today?  How many of you all are wondering what’s in this bag?  
Virtually, everybody is wondering what’s in this bag today?  Let 
me show you what is in this beautiful golden bag with a golden 
rope around the bag.  Because this relates to the gift that God 
has given you. 

 
00:05:00 
 
 See, first of all, Jesus told the disciples, freely you have received, 

freely give.  So, get ready to see what’s in this bag, you all 
ready? 

 
 Now, you all are looking in the bag now. I’ve turned the bag 

upside down, tell me what’s in this bag?  What’s in this bag?  
What’s in this bag? 

 
 Air. 
 
 Now, this is a major understanding.  The bag is not empty.  

Oftentimes, we’ve heard the parable of a saying -- of when a 
glass is half full of water.  And the optimist views it as half full 
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and the pessimist views it as half empty.  But the one who truly 
understands, understands the glass is completely full.  It’s half 
full of water and it’s half full of air.  And when you understand 
air is actually a more valuable commodity than water, because 
you can live for at least two weeks with no water, most of us 
cannot make it two minutes with no air.  So, the air in truth is a 
more valuable commodity than the water is, but because of the 
way we have been trained, because of the lack in the mindset of 
our mental capacity most people never understand the bag and 
the glass is full of life giving air.  And this is the part of your 
understanding before you can freely give, you must understand 
that you have freely received, and you must know what is inside 
of you that God has placed there for you to give.  And you must 
know that inside of you is not empty.  Your bank account may be 
empty. 

 
Matter of fact, it maybe overdrawn, but you’ve got to know that 
you have plenty to give, because inside God has placed within 
you when he created man out of the dust, he blew the breath of 
life, spirit, pneuma, respiration inside of dust and we’ve got in 
us gifts that have nothing to do with gold and you got to 
understand that to be able to freely give, because you cannot 
give either what you do not have of what you don’t realize you 
have, because even if you got it, you don’t know you’ve got it, it’s 
just like you don’t have it.  How many of you all have had some 
money but you couldn’t find it?  And if you couldn’t find it, you 
couldn’t spend it.  And if you don’t ever find it, you can’t ever 
spend it, so even if you’ve got it and you don’t know that you 
have it and you can’t put your hand on it to use it is just like you 
don’t have it. 

 
So, I just want to talk for a few minutes today about freely 
giving but before you can freely give it, you’ve got to first of all 
recognize that you have it.  And there are some things that all of 
us have that we can freely give.  And God spoke to me this 
morning, he said, I just want you to only deal with things that 
begin with an E.  There’s so many things that even the E list is 
too long, but there’s so many things just to begin with that.  So, 
first of all, the thing that you can give freely number one is 
example.  Example.  You see, the disciples were able to follow 
Jesus because they saw what Jesus was doing.  He didn’t just 
talk to them, he showed them.  He showed them the path.  He 
showed them how to live.  The one holiday that we have had of a 
national holiday that’s been in fairly recent history is the Martin 

http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/5829.mp3


www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/5669.mp3 

Luther King, Jr. Holiday.  King spoke some awesome words, 
some empowering words and he brought into the limelight that 
changed a nation and ultimately the world through non-violent 
social change, but he lived it.  He showed by example when he 
can walk through a crowd with people cursing and spitting on 
him, stabbing him, throwing bricks at him and yet he was able 
to show by example -- 

 
00:10:00 
 

What do you think would have happened if the followers of King 
had seen someone spit on King and he slapped them (00:10:09), 
what do you think that would have done to the whole crowd 
behind him?  But because they were able to see the example of 
the leader, they were able to be strengthen themselves and to 
follow.  Example is a gift that you give whether you want to or 
not.  And I have seen it with my own children when my son 
George began preaching and even before that he had come to me 
and he said, daddy the reason I love God so much is because of 
you, and I thought to myself, I’ve never taught him about that.  
He’s never seen me in my prayer because I do it late at night 
and early, how did he know that? 
 
I had another recent experience with my oldest son.  I went out 
to his college to have lunch with him one day and we ate lunch 
and as we were there at the cashier to check out, the cashier, 
which is an older lady, she looked at me and she said are you his 
daddy?  I said, yes, I am.  And then she looked at my son and 
she said, can I tell him, can I tell him, can I tell him?  And I’m 
saying to myself, what in the world?  What in the world does 
that this cashier wanted to tell me?  She was like, can I tell him?  
And he looked at and he nodded his head and yes you can tell 
him.  And she looked -- and she said, this boy, comes in this 
cafeteria every day and I don’t care how cold it is outside, he 
comes in this cafeteria he has no jacket, he has no coat, he has 
no sweater, he comes in here day after day after day after day 
and I tell him he needs to put something on, he didn’t need to 
come in here with  European shirt, he needs to have a jacket or a 
coat and you know what he tell me, he said my daddy is like 
that. 
 
And I stood there and I looked at my son and he had on a long 
sleeve shirt but it was just a regular shirt, it was about 30 
degrees outside and I looked at me and what I had on.  And I 
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had on a thinner shirt and I had to tell the cashier, you see what 
I’ve got on, and she said I’ll be though.  And the thing about this, 
I have never ever taught with him about what to wear outside.  I 
have never told him one way or the other what he needed to put 
on, but he told the cashier my daddy is like that.  And I’ve never 
breathed a word but he saw example.  And they will follow what 
they see, good or bad. 

 
 You have, first of all, the gift of example.  And there are places 

where you will be at work, out in the market place, on vacation, 
wherever you have the opportunity to walk and travel.  People 
will notice your behavior especially when it goes different from 
the norm.  You have an opportunity to walk in the footsteps of 
Christ.  And you have the opportunity to show people a better 
way and that becomes a gift on to them because when they see 
it, they then realize it’s possible.  When you’re standing in a long 
line, and everybody else is grumbling and fussing and cussing 
and all kinds of stuff, you got an opportunity to say well at least 
our legs are strong.  It’s nice and warm in here, it’s beautiful, 
the cashier is doing a great job been able to how, you have an 
opportunity -- and just your word changes vibration.  Because 
see the norm is always towards the demonic. 

 
The norm is always towards the negative.  You have the 
opportunity but you see you can’t exude it if you don’t have it.  
And if you don’t have it, what will naturally come out of you is 
what naturally in you.  So, you’ve got to put the spirit of God in 
you first and you’ll be able to transfer and you just be able to 
transfer a gift on to people.  You can transfer and give them 
enthusiasm.  And that’s one reason why at least when I started 
out you know I’m feeling good.  You know I’ve got some 
advantage; I’m just feeling good.  Do you know what it be like 
this, well, people we’re here today again for the message from 
the Lord.  And I hope today that the Lord will speak on to us. 

 
00:15:11 
 
 Now, your eyes automatically start getting heavy just hearing 

that.  Enthusiasm comes from God and you can be filled with 
enthusiasm but you have to have that in your life, you have to 
have it within you and when you speak and when people see 
your face there’s something about it, they become empowered 
just from being around you because you have enthusiasm.  And 
it becomes a gift that’s more valuable than gold and you can 
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spread it to people just by your presence.  That’s encouragement.  
Remember to follow Jesus you must go against the natural.  You 
must go against the flesh.  You must go against the world.  The 
world has a tendency to focus on and pick up all that the 
negative about everything, but every situation and every person 
has positive, but it takes a spirit that is geared towards 
encouragement to be able to see the positive instead of the 
negative.  And if you encourage -- you see encourage actually 
means to fill with courage but whatever you encourage you 
cause to grow.  And encouragement actually can be negative or 
positive.  Because if you criticize and condemn, that’s why the 
spiritual program of DO 42 is so powerful because it causes you 
to have the complement or encourage someone every day 
without saying anything negative about anybody.  It causes you 
to have to walk in a higher spiritual path and you spread the 
gift. 

 
Oftentimes, people don’t need money, they need motivation.  
They don’t need material stuff, they need to have the hearts 
filled with something because they’ve not had anyone tell them 
anything good about themselves all week long and here you 
come -- I make it a habit, it’s one of my commands to help 
someone every day and I understand that’s not material and 
often when I’m out I can find something good about anybody, it’s 
never a lie, it’s always the truth.  And I know how I feel 
sometimes if I’m just going to the airport and I’ve got on a suit 
and somebody said that’s a sharp tie you have on.  I didn’t make 
the tie, often I hadn’t even picked out the tie, but I feel good.  
Because the tie is wrapped around my neck that often I had 
nothing to do with. 

 
 Now, imagine if you find the good in folk.  You speak so good.  

Your teeth are so white and pretty.  Your skin looks so good.  
Your hair looks good.  Your shoes are nice.  Oh, your breath 
smells so sweet.  Did you know if you just tell somebody their 
breath smells sweet, they’ll go by run --.  Did you know they 
will? 

 
 So, there are so many things that you can find that will 

encourage and whatever you speak about you magnify that 
thing in their life and you empower them to grow and to do and 
to go to a whole new level all because you take a gift that is 
within you, and you’ve got to look within you and find your gifts 
because God has freely given it to all of you but the world in 
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other negative demonic spirits will crush the gift that God has 
given, because one negative can sometimes vibrate inside your 
spirit for months or years on end.  One person tells you 
something and that thing sticks with you. See, because the 
negative sticks harder than the positive and a stranger can 
sometimes touch you more than someone who’s close to you and 
you just find some good in somebody and tell them about it and 
encourage them and it changes, watch the smile and people can’t 
even help it.  They can’t even help it if you just tell them 
something good about themselves, they smile automatically.  
You can take the hardest and the meanest person in the world 
and they said now with just skull on a frown and you tell them 
something good, oh my goodness you look strong and powerful.  
They can’t help it.  They cannot help it.  

 
00:20:00 
 

You have this power.  You have this gift.  Your bag is not empty, 
it’s full of spirit, it’s full of air.  Because usually the spiritual 
gifts they come through the breath, they come through the air, 
they come through what you breathe out.  And what kinds of 
gifts are you putting out into the world.  See, freely you have 
received, freely you should give.  And people, you’re loaded with 
gifts, you really are, but the world will have you believe your bag 
is empty and you are loaded, loaded, loaded with gifts. 

 
 Now, let me tell you another principle about this thing.  When 

you start spreading the gifts of just encouragement and just 
example and just enthusiasm, it doesn’t just make the other 
person feel better, it makes you feel better.  When you begin to 
complement and to build up and to edify and to exhort, it makes 
you feel better.  There’s a whole science that talks about those 
who give more and the act of giving, the act of complementing 
lowers blood pressure.  It definitely doesn’t just affect them, it 
affects you.  And I just want you today to give it a try just to go 
on a kind of mini DO 42 that until next Sunday try not to say 
anything negative about anybody, and I want you before you 
leave the sanctuary to complement someone and you can pick 
out the people -- and you can just go right across the front row 
and you can find folk -- so just Stephanie sitting there. 

 
She’s got on her beautiful pink jacket, oh, it is matching her 
lipstick.  Oh, my goodness.  Then you can just -- no, I’m not a 
fashion person but I can just pick out some stuff and you can 
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find things.  You got proper distance so just to meet that sitting 
there and look how loving is she, she’s holding his arm just 
empowering him and he’s just sitting there seven heaven all 
about goodness.  See, that he can’t help it to smile with so -- see, 
this is the thing, I got my wife sitting right there.  “Oh my wife 
looking like she’s 25 years old.”  See, one of the reasons why I’m 
feeling so good and I have so much energy because I’m going to 
see my wife later on the day and I can’t even hold it.  I mean, 
you can find stuff and it’s all just true.  You’ve got Lucrecia(ph) 
sitting there.  She picks out all of my clothes, so anytime -- some 
people call me up and they complement me on, I said, look go 
complement Lucrecia and I got Lucrecia to get my clothes 
because she always shops.  See, she could put the gift of fashion 
on me when I heard she in shop, my wife said as much as what 
are the shop shoes you got, she said did you pick those, I said, 
sweetheart this don’t look my style at all, it didn’t look like me.  
No, I didn’t pick, you know I can’t pick anything with this kind 
of flare but I have sense enough to get somebody with that kind 
of flare.  So, I can see all of you and I see just the gifts and that’s 
just on the outside.  That’s just on the outside.  So, you start 
with the outside. You work your way in. 

  
 So, today, I want you to move into freely giving, freely give, 

freely give.  And as you freely give, you will freely receive and as 
you change your focus away from the critical -- so just for the 
next seven days because it’s not easy.  I can tell you that.  We’re 
in such the habit of talking about the negative in what’s wrong 
here and what’s wrong there and all of the stuff that what’s 
wrong.  Do you understand how much stuff is right?  I talk about 
how good I feel, I got some pains, I got some stuff every night 
but I don’t focus on that because what you focus on you magnify, 
and it grows.  What you encourage, you encourage. 

 
So, I don’t even focus on the negative and if I don’t focus on the 
negative it doesn’t even matter and it disappears from (00:24:25) 
and mind and it eventually disappears from reality.  So, people 
just for the next seven days on to the next message, freely give, 
freely give.  Put out nothing negative and for some of you, this is 
going to be hard.  This is going to be hard.  This is going to be 
hard.  But as part of cleaning yourself out, it’s part of removing 
some of those demons.  Just don’t say anything negative about 
anybody or anything for seven days.  And this is also a part of 
understanding the truth of some stuff. 
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00:25:00 
 
 First of all, you talking about negative hadn’t help anyhow.  

How much has the change of government by 2009 any change at 
all.  How much is the change when you’re talking about the 
crime rate.  How much did that change?  So, what you focus on, 
you grow in your own spirit.  So, all of the negative, and I’m not 
saying there’s not negative out there, but there are so much 
more that’s positive.  For every one negative thing it’s a 
thousand positive, it really, really is.  For every breath that you 
take that you cough, there are ten thousand breaths you take 
without coughing.  But nature has all we focus on (00:25:40) 
what about all the breaths you took where you didn’t cough.  
And, this is a part of our changing focus.  And this is a part of 
understanding that the bag is not just full of air, it’s full of life 
giving air.  It’s full of air that helps us to stay here and wake up 
every morning, it’s full of life, that’s what’s in that bag and that 
is what is in you.  You are full of life.  The satanic force what 
had you become blinded at and never realized it and never 
know, and if you don’t realize it and if you don’t know, 
sometimes it’s just like you didn’t even have it. Wake up.  Know 
what Jesus has given you.  Give the gift of eternal life by 
sharing Jesus with somebody.  You freely receive it, didn’t cost 
you a penny.  Share it, but first you begin sharing it by example 
because if you don’t have the example, they don’t want to hear 
your words.  If you’re all mean and critical on the job and 
frowning all day, you’re not -- whatever they got I don’t even 
want that, I don’t even want that.  If that’s what Jesus does 
when you didn’t keep at, but if you’re bubbly and enthusiastic 
they’re going to come to you and say, how do you stay so happy?  
And then you can give them your testimony.  You have been 
given freely, you have been given freely and you need to give 
freely. 

 
 Begin today and I’m going to ask you don’t just begin today, 

begin before you leave the sanctuary today.  If you’re listening 
electronically, as soon as you turn me off, go and give someone 
something.  Encourage them, complement them, build them up, 
give them something that makes them feel better and you will 
make yourself feel better.  There’s a statement that goes, you 
never make yourself truly better by making other folk bad.  So, 
talking about other folk will never make you better, but building 
them up will. 
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 So, that’s my charge to you today, just as Jesus says, freely you 
have received, freely give.  Before you leave the sanctuary today, 
find a minimum.  Now, remember like Jesus some people they’ll 
give it 30-folk, some 60-folk, some 100-folk.  Find a minimum of 
one.  Some will find one, some will find two, some will find three, 
some will even find 10 and some will find none.  And there 
maybe one or two who does the opposite and they’ll go and look 
at somebody and say, I’m not even going to say that.  They’ll 
come out with the negative.  Freely you have received, freely 
give. 

 
 Now, I want you to not just find someone, I want you to follow 

this pattern of Jesus.  The first three commands He gave the 
disciples were basically to go to people close to them.  So, I want 
you to find a closest person to you and you go to them first, you 
go to them first and tell them something great.  Tell them 
something great and see -- sometimes you may not even think it.  
Now, the (00:29:03) he got something good about him, he got 
something good, yes, he does.  Tell him he got something good 
about it because if they’re in the church I can tell you right now 
they got more good about them than bad.  So, find the good and 
that’s the difference between those who walk in the Christ level 
and those who walk in the satanic level.  You can see the things 
that other people cannot. You see the bag full of spirit instead of 
empty.  You have freely received and freely give and you just 
start close and spread about and just go around the sanctuary 
and you just freely give encouragement and complement, and 
you just embellish them, you edify them and build them up.  
And watch how good you’re going to feel when you leave out of 
the church today.  Because first of all, -- 

 
00:30:00 
 

-- as you give folk will be given to you.  Do you know that’s a law 
of physics that what you put out as you measure out it is 
measured back on to you?  Some of you all wonder why folk all 
say mean stuff about me, you say mean stuff about them.  As 
you measured out it comes back to you.  So, however, use your 
gift.  Some has the gift of hug and sometimes people just need a 
hug and a rub on the back.  So, just a hug means I love you.  My 
father head us downtown early in the morning, we were young 
and we will pass out fliers for our weeks stores downtown, and I 
would remember the traffic light change and the people will 
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come across -- across us its five some in the morning.  I’m a little 
boy down passing out stuff. 
 
And I never will forget, I learned crowd psychology.  If you can’t 
get the first person to take a flier all the rest of the people will 
take one.  If the first one refused the rest of them will refuse, 
that was always important to get that first and it’s a big crowd 
came and I went to the first gate (00:31:00) and all of the other 
people wouldn’t take one and this little lady came up who didn’t 
even need our product and she took one and she looked at me 
and smiled and she said God loves you.  That thing had been 40 
years ago.  That one little thing stuck with me in the midst of all 
of these rejections that one little thing stuck with me 40 years.  I 
couldn’t recognize what -- she probably dead now because she 
was old then, so that’s 40 up, she in heaven now but she looked 
at me and she said God loves you. 

 
 You don’t know who just needs to hear that.  You know God 

loves you, you’ve been freely given God’s love.  And sometimes 
just when you -- just a stranger just even saying that God loves 
you and they may walk away and say that’s the sign I’ve been 
waiting for.  You never know.  You are not empty, you are 
overflowing.  So, how you do it?  You figure that out.  You know 
what’s in your bag, but whatever is good that is there pull it out 
and that would be like the audio that never ran out.  Freely you 
have received, freely give. 

 
 People, you can go to brothersoftheword.com.  Listen to the 

entire series of the Disciples Commands.  We thank you for 
joining us today at Brothers of the Word because, brother, you 
need the Word. 

 
Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com.  This was Part 9 of 

the message titled, “The Disciples Commands,” subtitled, 
“Freely You Have Received, Freely Give” by Nathaniel Bronner.  
This message is number 5669.  That’s 5669.  To listen to over a 
thousand free message or to send this message number 5669 to 
a friend go to brothersoftheword.com.  Listen to 
brothersoftheword.com often because, Brother, you need the 
Word. 

 
(Music Playing) 
 
00:33:11 
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