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Nathaniel Bronner: If you really want to do great things, you have to hang 

around great minds. 

 

Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com.  This is part 12 of the 

message titled, “The Disciples Commands - Who is Worthy” by 

Nathaniel Bronner.  This message is number 5671.  That’s 5671.  

Listen to over a thousand free messages on 

brothersoftheword.com. 

 

(Music Playing) 

 

Female: And now for 5671, The Disciples Commands part 12, Who is 

Worthy. 

 

Nathaniel Bronner: Welcome to Brothers of the Word because brother, you need 

the word. 

 

 And today is the last sermon of the series called, “The Disciples 

Commands” and we have been in Matthew chapter 10 where 

Jesus first named all of the disciples and then gave them a series 

of commands for them to do as they went out into the mission field 

and out into the world.  And today in Matthew chapter 10 verse 

11, “Now whatever city or town you enter, inquire who in it is 

worthy, and stay there till you go out.  And when you go into a 

household, greet it.  If the household is worthy, let your peace 

come upon it.  But if it is not worthy, let your peace return to you.  

And whoever will not receive you nor hear your words, when you 

depart from that house or city, shake off the dust from your feet” 

 

 And I want to just talk today as a subtitle from The Disciple’s 

Commands - Who is Worthy.  Whatever city or town you enter, 

inquire who in it is worthy and stay there till you go out.  You see 

the disciples where on an assignment, they were on a job.  They 

were on a mission; they were not on vacation.  They had stuff to 

do.  They had some trying stuff, some difficult stuff.  They had 

some dangerous stuff to do.  Every one of the disciples save one, 

died a violate death.  So, they had a perilous job.  They weren’t 

going out to just lay in the sun and lay on the beach and sit my 

thigh and have someone waving in a fan.  No, they were on a 

serious job, a serious mission.  A serious journey. 

 

 And here, Jesus told them, “Whenever you go into a city, ask who 

in that city is worthy and you go and you stay there until you 

leave.”  And it was a little bit different because the people who 
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they would stay with, different from the people they would 

minister too.  Because they would minister to anyone who’d listen.  

But when you stay with someone, that is a far more intimate 

relationship.  This is someone whom you will sleep in their home.  

You will eat from their table.  They will see you in your not made 

up times.  They will see you before you have a chance to fix your 

hair.  They will see you before you have a chance to put on your 

cologne.  They will see you before you have a chance to straighten 

up and to clean up and to put on all kind of makeup and all kind 

of coverup.  They will see you in your raw moments.  They will see 

some intimate and some personal things about you that the crowd 

will never know. 

 

 So, when Jesus told them, “Inquire within who is worthy and stay 

there” submit to you the question that they who is worthy for your 

true close acquaintances.   And there is a difference between those 

who are close versus those who are distant.  Who is worthy?  And 

you got to be careful who you allow in your inner circle.  Even 

Jesus was careful who he allowed in his inner circle. 

 

00:05:03 

 

And I want to used just Jesus as an example.  One of the few cases 

where the people where not blood relatives when he stayed with 

someone.  It’s in Luke chapter 19 beginning at the first verse, 

“Then Jesus entered and passed through Jericho.  Now behold, 

there was a man named Zacchaeus, who was a chief tax collector, 

and he was rich.  And he sought to see who Jesus was, but could 

not because of the crowd, for he was of short stature.  So, he ran 

ahead, and climbed up into a sycamore tree to see him, for he was 

going to pass that way.  And when Jesus came to the place, he 

looked up and saw him, and said to him, “Zacchaeus, make haste 

and come down, for today I must stay at your house.”  So, he made 

haste and came down, and received him joyfully.  But when they 

saw it, they all complained, saying, “He has gone to be a guest 

with a man who is a sinner.”  Then Zacchaeus stood and said to 

the Lord, “Look, Lord, I give half of my goods to the poor; and if I 

have taken anything from anyone by false accusation, I restore 

fourfold.”  And Jesus said unto him, “Today salvation has come to 

this house, because he also is a son of Abraham.  For the Son of 

man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.” 

 

Who is worthy?  And as you have to go out into the mission field 

after you’ve finished your job.  After you finished your work.  
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When you go and you need to go and relax and to freshen up and 

to let your hair down and take your shoes off.  When you need to 

go and be around someone who you can just be yourself.  You see 

because, I think I’m pretty straight forward in the pulpit.  But I 

don’t tell you everything.  I just be honest with you.  I just don’t 

tell you all everything because its some stuff that to be perfectly 

honest about it, you all got no business knowing.  So, I don’t tell 

you all everything.  But when you get around your close inner 

circle, you see there are some stuff my wife knows about me that 

you all just don’t know.  And you not don’t know because there is 

an inner circle that only those who are close. 

 

So, Jesus says, “Inquire within who is worthy for you to go in and 

relax and soft with and take your rest with and be at ease with, 

inquire within who is worthy.”  And this question of who is 

worthy, it’s an important question because it is important who 

you hang with.  It is important who you spend your time with.  Do 

you know what makes the difference who you sleep with?  It is 

important and it changes your destiny.  So, Jesus says, “Inquire 

who is worthy.” 

 

Now, he didn’t give the criteria to the disciples, but in the case 

where Jesus said, “I must stay at your house tonight.”  I want to 

go through the criteria Zacchaeus had.  And I want to take that 

word “worthy” and go through every letter of that word worthy 

and show you how Zacchaeus land up and if you can use this 

acronym of worthy just to choose the people that you spent serious 

time with.  It can help direct and change your life. 

 

First it said, “and he was rich.”  The first letter in worthy is W for 

wealthy.  Now, I know some of you said, “Well pastor, I just can’t 

hang around everybody wealthy because the first thing, I’m not 

wealthy.”  First of all, wealthy does not mean just money.  One 

definition of wealthy, yes it does refer to money and material 

possessions.  The dictionary reads a great quantity or store of 

money, valuable possessions, property or other riches. 

 

00:10:01 

 

But the second definition, an abundance or profusion of anything, 

who you spend serious time with.  They need to be rich in 

something.  They need to be rich in something.  Now, actually 

most of my close friends throughout my life have never really had 

money.  But they will always rich in something.  They need to be 

http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/6514.mp3


www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/5671.mp3 

 

wealthy in something, something that could benefit and 

something that can enrich your life.  They need to be wealthy in 

something.  And if they don’t have wealth in anything, it doesn’t 

mean that you don’t to spend time with them, but if you want to 

go to a certain place, my brother bishop Dale puts it like this, “You 

don’t need to spend serious time with casual people.  If you’re 

really trying to go somewhere and if you’re not trying to go 

anywhere, that’s different.”  And sometimes people, there’s 

nothing really wrong with that.  Sometimes all you may want to 

do just sit on porch; you just rock all day long, just rock all day 

long.  You may be retired and all you want to, just sit on the porch 

and just rock all day long. 

 

Well if you want to sit on a porch and just rock all day long, you 

need to find a good associate or good friend and all they want to 

do is rock all day long.  And both of you just get and seek and 

you’re just rocking together.  So, all of you all just sitting on the 

porch, just rocking all day long.  There’s nothing wrong with that.  

But if you have a spirit of adventure, if you want to climb the 

mountain, if you want to go into a far land, if you want to do things 

that are exciting, things that bring knowledge and revelation and 

enlightenment until you were -- if you want to do that, if you want 

to run with the big dogs, you have to get off the porch.  And you’ve 

got to leave the rocking chair and you’ve got to leave the person 

in the rocking chair and you have to go a different direction.  So, 

it depends upon where you want to go.  If you’re trying to change 

the world, you’ve got to get off the porch.  So, there’s nothing 

wrong with a rocking chair mentality as long as that’s where you 

want to go.  But if you want to do some things, you need to have 

acquaintances who are wealthy. 

 

And you see, first of all, many times after service, people will come 

up to me say, “Pastor you sure are sharp today.”  And I’m sharp 

today.  I’ve got on a great pinstripe suit.  I’ve got on a pink shirt 

with a gray and pink tie.  I’ve got shoes that are black, but they’ve 

got hints of gray in it.  Now all this was done by Lucrecia who 

picks out my clothes every service.  And I had to get someone who 

was wealthy in style because I don’t have it, but I had sense 

enough to get someone who was wealthy in style.  And today, 

when I got my clothes and I got my shoes and I went into my office 

to put on my stuff, and I looked in the shoe, she’ll normally have 

my socks in the shoes and I didn’t see any socks.  So, since I didn’t 

see any socks, I said, “Oh, there’s no socks.” 
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I said, “Since Lucrecia didn’t put me any socks int there, I’m going 

to wear my own socks because I like my socks.”  So, these are my 

socks.  Now my socks are black and all my socks look just like 

this.  I have literally about 50 to 75 pair of just this sock.  They’re 

all this sock.  I don’t have to wear by trying to match my socks up.  

They’re the same brand.  They’re the same style.  I had to spend 

zero amount of mental energy everyday, all my socks, this is the 

exact sock I wear and I have probably 50 to 75 pairs of this exact 

sock. 

 

So, I don’t have to wonder when I see a sock, “Let me match it 

up.”  Now all of them match.  And not only do all of them match.  

They match everything I wear.  See now, this black sock goes fine 

with this gray pinstripe suit and this pink shirt and this pink and 

gray tie.  It goes fine with it.  So, I said, “Lucrecia did not put my 

socks in the shoes today.  So, I’m going to wear my own sock 

today.”  I’m not going back in and ask where are my sock?  I’m 

wearing my own sock.  I’m going to be obedient.  But if she didn’t 

put any socks in, I’m wearing my own sock today.  Because see, 

first of all people, we’re comfortable in our own stuff.  And that’s 

a problem why some of us can’t move to the next level cause we’re 

comfortable in our own stuff.  We don’t want to really move to 

another level of style because we’re comfortable in our own stuff.   

 

00:15:00 

 

So, I was glad that there were no socks in my shoe because I just 

going to put on my own sock.  And then I turn around and looked 

and I said, “Wait a minute that’s not the tie, that’s the socks.  

That’s the socks.”  I said, “My goodness, that’s the socks.”  Now 

see, people, this is another level of sock.  Now do you understand 

the difference?  This is mean.  This is a wealth of style.  So, there 

is a principle that who you attach yourself to, changes the way 

you walk.  It changes how you look.  It changes how you think.  It 

changes how you appear to the word, who you attached yourself 

to.  You need to attach yourself to people who are wealthy in 

something, doesn’t need to be money, they need to be wealthy in 

something and their wealth in that area, it will rub off on you. 

 

I’ve had friends and they were just wealthy in wit, just funny, who 

just laugh all day.  They’re wealthy in wit.  Some are wealthy in 

wisdom.  So, they need to be wealthy in something that you can 

say, “I can draw from them and they can take me to another level 

in this area.”  W-O, O, they need to be open because if they were 
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closed, Jesus says, “Inquire within who is worthy.  And go and 

stay with them” but you can’t stay with anybody and they won’t 

open the door.  They have to be open.  So, you have to find someone 

with a spirit that is open to friendship because sometimes, you 

just can’t get close to some folk.  Some folk are just closed off and 

they’re walled off.  There’s nothing wrong with that, because to be 

honest about it, I’m kind of that way myself.  I am an introvert, 

that’s my nature, it’s my personality. 

 

Pastor James, he’s an extrovert.  He’s friendly with everybody.  

I’m not.  It’s just my nature.  It’s just my nature.  I’m a loner, I 

am more comfortable sitting out on a rock and stream with 

nature.  It’s the way that I am.  It’s the way God made me.  So, 

I’m not overly open to a whole lot of folk.  I’ve never had more 

than three close friends.  So, once I get them three close friends, 

my door shut.  So, I’m not open to a lot of things and to a lot of 

people.  So, you have to first of all find someone who is open. 

 

Now I’m open in terms of sharing with the world, but not in my 

personal world.  I’ve got a small circle of folks.  I have been that 

way all of my life.  People will see me at party, I’m sitting in a 

corner reading a book.  That’s the way I was.  And it’s counter, 

the way I still am.  So, it’s the nature.  You have to have someone 

who is open.  

 

W-O and then R.  Jesus says, “Inquire within who is worthy.”  You 

need somebody with a good reputation.  Now Zacchaeus did not 

have a good reputation when Jesus met him, but he had a good 

reputation when Jesus got through with him.  And see, some of 

us may not be wherefor who before Jesus meets us, but once we 

meet Jesus, things change.  And what they say it was, they were 

complaining because he was having dinner with a sinner.  Let me 

give you all a flash of revelation on that.  If Jesus came to your 

house, he would be having dinner with a sinner.  If he came to my 

house, he would be having dinner with a sinner.  If Jesus came to 

any of our houses, he would be having dinner with a sinner 

because all of us have sinned and come shorter to glory.  And not 

only have we sinned, that’s past tense.  I know some 

denominations there, but once you say you never sinned again, 

then that’s a lie and a sinner.  That’s a lie and a sinner. 

 

So, if Jesus came to our house today, he would be eating dinner 

with a sinner.  But the reputation is important.  Who you hang 

with, and you kind of know people’s reputation even before.  If 
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they have a bad reputation, it was one of the principles that my 

father taught us, “Work hard, be honest, keep good company.” 

 

00:20:07 

 

So, if you got bad reputation, you don’t need to even start getting 

mixed up.  And somehow the world has gotten now where folk 

would just drawn to bad boys.  You know the reputation is bad 

before you get in there.  You know its bad.  So, when bad stuff 

happens it all not to surprise you.  So, you need to associate with 

people of good reputation that’s why parents are particular about 

who their children run with because it makes a difference.  The 

peer group that you run with will change your direction of where 

you go. 

 

W-O-R and T, they need to be temperate.  Temperate simply 

means, they don’t fly off the handle and they’re not all angry and 

mad at the world because if you hang around a mad person, and 

they’re just fussing and complaining about everything in the 

world, that spirit gets on you and before you know it, you’re 

fussing and complain.  You will take on the spirit of whoever you 

run with.  So, you need to run with temperate people who have 

joy not anger and not all of the madness of the world coming from 

them. 

 

W-O-R-T-H, they need to be honest.  Zacchaeus said, “Lord.”  He 

said, “Look, if I have taken anything unjustly from anybody, I’m 

going to give it back to them four times over.”  When he met Jesus 

-- see he probably knew he had taken some stuff because he was 

chief tax collector.  So, he knew he had taken something.  He said, 

“I’m giving it back.”  See when you meet Jesus, you’re going to 

change.  So, you may have been a dishonest thief going in, but 

you’re going to change.  So, he met Jesus.  He said, “Lord if I’ve 

taken anything from anybody, I will restore it to them fourfold.”  

You need to be around honest people. 

 

And the last letter Y, they need to be yoke-able.  Now yoke-able 

actually is not a word.  But the bible says basically, “Be not 

unequally yoke with unbelievers.”  They need to be yoke-able.  

And a yoke, basically from farming terminology, when you had 

oxen, you would take a harness basically, and put it around the 

neck of two oxen and wherever one oxen went, the other one had 

to go because you were basically neck-cuffed together.  And one 

couldn’t go one direction without other one.  If you’re going to be 
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closely acquainted with someone, they need to be someone were 

you don’t mind going where they are going.  And of you don’t have 

anyone who’s going where you truly want to go, you need to find 

some additional folk to associate with. 

 

I was back in the dressing room today and I was talking with the 

barber, he’s a health trainor and I said, “I want to train to do half 

marathon and Gaylene said, “But pastor I thought you’re already 

in shape?”  “Well I am in shape compared to some folk.  It depends 

on who you compare yourself with.”  If I want to go to another 

level, I got to hang around a different group of folks.  And I took 

my mother out a week ago, we went out to a short race and I ran 

the race, I came in a top half, but it was a whole lot of folk in front 

of me, and I saw that if I want to move to another level, I have to 

start associating with people at another level. 

 

So, if you really want to do some serious stuff, you have to yoke 

yourself to someone on the way to doing some serious stuff.  It’s 

just a principle of nature and of spirit of who you tie yourself to.  

I don’t want you to think I’m trying to be elitist; I’m just being 

practical.  And if you really want to do great things, you have to 

hang around great minds.  You will not do great things 

surrounding yourself all day long with just ordinary.  You will 

never do the extraordinary surrounding yourself all day with 

ordinary.  If you want to run 20 miles, you can’t surround yourself 

with rocking chair folk.  You got to surround yourself with 

somebody who’s running 30 miles. 

 

So that draft will pull you.  You’ve been on trying to run and you 

get around folk not running, they want to hold you up, “Can I talk 

you for just a second?  They will hold you up.”  So, it’s like that in 

life.  If you want to truly go to great destiny, you have to hook up 

with folk going to great destiny.  The disciples were able to raise 

the dead, heal the sick, cast out demons.  They were able to do all 

that because they were hooked up with the man who was raising 

the dead and casting out demons and healing the sick.  If they had 

not been hooked up with Jesus, they would’ve never been able to 

do it. 

 

00:25:02 

 

Who you associate with, determines where you go.  Who is 

worthy?  So, you have to ask yourself those questions, where do 

you truly want to go?  What is God commissioned you to do?  
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Where in life should you be headed?  And you need to ask yourself 

the serious questions, “Are the people who I have surrounded 

myself with, are they headed in my destination?”  And if not, you 

need to get some addition, I’m not saying you just to get rid of you 

have, but you need to get some additional people who can run with 

you and who can run the race that you want to run.  Who is 

worthy?  And you attach yourself to the things of the divine and 

it’ll take you to a whole different level. 

 

I thank you for joining us today at brothersoftheword because 

brother, you need the word.  Amen. 

 

Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com.  This was part 12 of 

message titled, “The Disciples Commands - Who is Worthy” by 

Nathaniel Bronner.  This message is number 5671.  That’s 5671.  

To listen to over a thousand free messages or to send this message 

number 5671 to a friend go to brothersoftheword.com.  Listen to 

brothersoftheword.com often because brother, you need the word. 

 

(Music Playing) 

 

00:26:42 
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