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Nathaniel Bronner: Don’t let the stuff of this world control your joy, your peace 

and your emotions. 

 

Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com.  This is part 6 of the 

message titled, “Hills - The Hill of Unbelief” by Nathaniel 

Bronner.  This message is number 5679.  That’s 5679.  Listen to 

over a thousand free messages on brothersoftheword.com. 

 

(Music Playing) 

 

Female: And now for 5679, Hills part 6, The Hill of Unbelief. 

 

Nathaniel Bronner: Welcome to Brothers of the Word because brother, you need 

the word. 

 

 And today, we’re in the midst of a series of messages simply called 

“Hills” H-I-L-L-S and you can go to brothersoftheworld.com and 

listen to the entire series absolutely free. 

 

 Part 1 - God’s view of time, distance and magnitude.  Hills part 2 

- How hills are made.  Hills are not accidental, hills are necessary.  

Part 3 - Jesus taught most of his major messages on hills or 

mountains.  Part 4 - The unforgiving the hill.  If you don’t forgive 

others, God won’t forgive you.  Part 5 - The humility hill of 

overcoming pride. 

 

  And today, our text begins with Mark chapter 6 beginning at the 

first verse, “Then he went out from there and claimed his own 

country and his disciples followed him and when the Sabbath had 

come, he began to teach at the synagogue and many hearing him 

were astonished saying, “Where did this man get these things?  

And what wisdom is this which is given to him that such mighty 

works are performed by his hands?  Is not this the carpenter, the 

son of Mary, and brother of James, Joses, Judas, and Simon?  Are 

not his sisters here with us?  So, they were offended at him.  But 

Jesus, said to them, “A prophet is not without honor except in his 

own country, among his own relatives and in his own house.”  Now 

he could do no mighty work there except that he laid his hands 

upon a few sick people and healed them.  And he marveled 

because of their unbelief.” 

 

 And we’re going to focus just on this sixth verse of the sixth 

chapter of the book of Mark.  “And he marveled because of their 

unbelief.”  Marveled is a word that is not attributed much to 
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Jesus.  And most of the time it is due to faith with the centurion, 

he marveled at the centurion’s faith saying “he hadn’t seen faith 

like this in all of Israel”.  When the centurion said, “Jesus, you 

don’t even have to come to my house, just speak the word and my 

servant will be healed” and Jesus, “I haven’t seen faith like this 

even in Israel.” 

 

Yet when he got home, got into his own town, his own village, he 

saw such unbelief.  And this was the mightiest man walking the 

earth.  The closes man to God doing miracles and it even says in 

the verse, it said, “They marveled in his works.”  They saw his 

miracles but because of his common background, because they 

knew his folk, they go, “Ain’t this the carpenter’s son?  Ain’t this 

the brother of James and Joses?  And we know his sisters and you 

know his mama was pregnant when she got married?”  

 

They knew somethings because all of us in our family line, we 

have some things.  I have some things in my family line and you 

have some things in your family line.  They are the things in the 

closet.  Many of us like to think that our things in the closet, no 

one knows for what was in your closet.  Don’t you think folk don’t 

know about your stuff because that stuff in the closet, is the stuff, 

folk don’t want to know.  That’s the stuff inquiring minds want to 

know.  So, trust me, put no more stuff in your closet than you 

think they know. 

 

00:05:03 

 

And when you walk by, they give you this little look and they 

whisper behind you, folk know about some stuff in your closet.   

So, don’t you think Jesus’ family had some stuff in their closet, 

like everyone does?  And because they knew the family, they 

discounted the divine and Jesus marveled because of their 

unbelief. 

 

Hills part 6 - The hill of unbelief.  I used to wonder how could the 

children of Israel, when they had been delivered out of bondage, 

and they were led by a moving cloud by day and the pillar of fire 

by night.  They had seen the red sea part and they walked across 

on dry land, and they saw all of pharaoh’s chariots and armies 

swallowed up in the sea.  They saw miracles like none of us have 

ever seen.  I used to wonder, how did the folk -- and if you ever go 

to Egypt and you ever see the paintings on the walls, they’re all 

dark-skinned folk.  I had to ask myself, “How did those negroes?  
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How did those negroes?”  That’s the n-word, sophisticated.  “How 

did those negros see all of these magnificent wonders and works 

of God and yet doubted, have you brought us out here to die?  You 

could have just left us.”  Didn’t you see, all of the stuff that God 

did and yet you’re filled with unbelief?  “Well pastor, that was Old 

Testament.” 

 

Matthew chapter 17 beginning at the 14th verse, “And when they 

had come to the multitude, a man came to him, kneeling down to 

him, and saying, “Lord, have mercy on my son: for he is an 

epileptic and suffers severely for he often falls into the fire, and 

often into the water.  So, I brought him to your disciples, but they 

could not cure him.”  Then Jesus answered and said, “O faithless 

and perverse generation, how long shall I be with you?  How long 

shall I bear with you?  Bring him here to me.”  And Jesus rebuked 

the demon; and it came out of him: and the child was cured from 

that very hour.  Then came the disciples came to Jesus privately 

and said, “Why could not we cast it out?”  So, Jesus said to them, 

“Because of your unbelief.”  Because of your unbelief. 

 

And if you want only tell some other stuff by some, these can only 

come out by fasting and prayer.  But he said in a nutshell, 

“Because of your unbelief.”  How many demons, demonic stuff, 

negative stuff exist in your life and you cannot get rid of it because 

of your unbelief.   And yet it is easy to say, “Well, if I have been 

there next to my lord and savior Jesus the Crist in the flesh, if I 

had seen Jesus walking on the water, if had seen Jesus raise up 

a man dead for three days already stinking, if I had seen blinded 

eyes, I would’ve had faith.  I wouldn’t been like those other 

negroes.  I would’ve had faith.” 

 

The Hill of Unbelief.  It is easy to say what we would have done if 

we were in that circumstances seeing all of that magnificent 

power, but I am here to tell you people, that unbelief creeps into 

our lives and into our spirits on a daily basis.  Even when we see 

all of the miracles of God, still we don’t believe. 

 

And I’ll tell you that you must believe before you achieve and 

that’s by George Foreman, the former heavy weight champion of 

the world and it’s in his book.  And George Foreman, he was a 

two-time heavyweight boxing champion of the world, but at age 

45, he became the oldest man in the world to win the title.  And 

in his book that was called “God in My Corner” he writes the tale. 
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00:10:01 

 

And he says, when he claimed into the ring doing his comeback, 

the announcers would often introduce him as, “the former 

heavyweight champion of the world.”  And he says, “As they 

introduced me, I’d mumble to myself, ‘I’m the next heavyweight 

champion of the world.’”  See people, the world sometimes in your 

situation will shout to you, what you used to be formally.  And you 

got to shout to yourself what you can be, and what you’re going to 

be while the world announces what you used to be.  You got to 

shout out what you can be. 

 

 But I’m a practical man, I believe in both sides of that story.  

Foreman didn’t just say it.  The man was in shape, and I 

remembered when I watched him in his fight against Holyfield, 

hit this man, old, 40 something years old when most men would 

be retired, couldn’t even think about boxing.  And I saw Foreman 

fight a man half his age, and he didn’t even sit down between 

round. 

 

 Pastor James is a super karate fighter.  For those of you who’ve 

ever been in a tournament, the karate tournaments are two 

minutes long.  Ask him what it’s like to be in a two-minute round.  

At two-minute round and you’re bouncing and fighting and 

kicking, our two-minute round and in that two minutes, you go 

down.  So, you’re talking about heavyweight pro fighting that’s 

three-minute rounds.  And I saw Foreman at an age when most 

men are not yet over the hill, they’re rolling down the hill at an 

age, he did not even sit down between rounds. 

 

And this is the point.  See, in his book “God in My Corner” God 

was in his corner.  But in order not sit down between rounds, you 

had to have work your behind off.  So, he didn’t just say it, the 

man had action behind it.  He had sweat behind it and there’s a 

principle in sports and in martial arts that simply says, “When 

you have spent blood training, you don’t lose blood in the battle.”  

And too many of us, we just want to have a talk, but we don’t want 

to walk to walk, we don’t want to get prepared of what it takes, 

we just want to talk.  “I will be the next heavyweight champion in 

the world.” 

 

You remembered that video I showed not too long ago, and this 

big old man, he’s walking against the fellow, he wasn’t even in 

shape and he was just staring him down, talking to her majesty 
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just calm, got in around by 10 second, there’ll be a “Pow.”  Now 

that big fellow fell flat on his back.  It never shook him because 

he had worked, he was in shaped, and he knew he had put in the 

preparations. 

 

So, you have to believe in order to achieve, but you have to do the 

things that are necessary in order for you to achieve.  And we have 

to understand like Foreman’s book titled, “God is in Our Corner.”  

He’s in our corner, but just like in a boxing ring, he in your corner, 

but it’s up to you to get in shape for the fight.  And this is a battle 

throughout life.  F.B. Meyers says, “Unbelief puts our 

circumstances between us and God, but faith puts God between 

us and our circumstances.”  So, when we understand some things, 

it makes a difference. 

 

Normally, Lucrecia picks out my clothes.  I pick my own clothes 

out today and there’s a reason for that.  Because this pants that I 

have on, they’re called cargo pants.  I bought them about a week 

ago.  I ordered them on the internet because lot a time I have 

difficulty finding pants because I’m tall.  So, if the pants are 

hemmed at no store whatever have pants that are long enough for 

me, I wear 34 waist, 36 length and our store basically, they’ll stop 

at 34.  So, I can never go into a store and find pants that are long 

enough if the pants are hemmed  So, I wanted some cargo pants 

because I travel a lot and cargo pants just have these big pockets, 

you can stick stuff in it, it just makes it easy.  Put your passport, 

just easy if you got cargo pants. 

 

So, I ordered some cargo pants.  I ordered a green pair.  I ordered 

a brown pair and I have a light tan pair.  So, they came in, I wore 

the green pair, it’s the first day, but they were real stiff and hard.  

So, I took all three of the pants and I washed them because I 

figured, washing them would soften them up.  And when I washed 

them, they were still stiff and hard. 

 

00:15:00 

 

So, I went out on the internet searching and these are called 

canvas, they’re100% cotton.  “How do you soften cotton canvas 

clothing?”  The internet has almost anything on it you want to 

find.  So, it showed me exactly.  It says, “First, put them in the 

washing machine, but only fill the washing machine up with a 

minimal amount of water.  Then you take a cup of white vinegar, 

and you put it in the water.  Use no detergent.  Use cold water.  
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You let it wash for about five minutes so it soaks in good and you 

turn the washer off and you let it sit.  So, you let it sit for at least 

one hour, but the longer if possible.” 

 

So yesterday, I put my green, my brown, and my tan pants in the 

washing machine.  I put a cup and a half of vinegar in it just be 

sure, I washed it for five minutes. And then I turn the washer 

over the water.  Then I went in and massaged, get all the air out.  

I made sure, I want these things soft because they’re tough and 

hard.  So, I went in and I massaged it for about five minutes.  I 

make sure that it was soaked and then I left it.  This was 

yesterday when I left it overnight.  I put a sign on the washer 

said, “Do not disturb these clothes.  Pants soaking” because I 

didn’t want anybody going in there, and you know how family, 

they’re going to pull your stuff out wet and everything.  You know 

how that -- so I put a sign.  I didn’t have, “Lord, protect these 

pants.”  Now I put a sign on the thing, “Don’t disturb these pants.” 

 

So, this morning I got up.  I went in, the clothes are still there.  I 

shook them up some more.  I washed them by another five 

minutes, because I get up real early.  So, this was five o’clock in 

the morning.  So, I washed them again just a four cycle; put some 

detergent in there this time, and it said “use cold water.”  I used 

warm water just in case.  You know, sometimes we overdo stuff, 

I’m kind of the extreme.  I used warm water, because I don’t want 

any vinegar smell left in my clothes. 

 

So, I washed it.  When it finished washing, I went and to come 

put them in the dryer.  I set dried them on medium heat.  So, I 

dried them on medium heat, and I we were (00:17:07) “Let me dry 

these things again.”  I put them on high heat just to be sure.  Just 

to be sure.  So, I went and got my pants out, had all three pants, 

folded them up, and I heard God speak, he says, “Wear the green 

pant today” because I come in casual and Lucrecia will have my 

clothes.  See, so I had my green pants on, put on a green shirt.  

Even when I got ready to leave, my wife said “You know, you 

looked really good in that green today.”  She said that because 

we’ve got a date tonight.  See, that’s a long story.  She tried to 

butter me up. 

 

Anyway, she said, “You look real good in that green today.”  And 

the thing about it when I put on my pants, I clipped my phone on 

and then I have my Bluetooth headset, and I have several of them, 

because sometimes I misplaced one of them, so I got about a dozen 
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of them.  So, I picked a Bluetooth headset, and I put it in my left 

pants pocket because I wouldn’t want to go put it on my ear right 

in and I wasn’t go to do any talking and when I put it in my pocket, 

I felt in my pocket, and there was another Bluetooth headset. 

Also, “Oh my Goodness!  I have left his Bluetooth headset, and 

they have soaked 24 hours.  They’ve been through two washings; 

they’ve been through two dryers!”  I said, “Oh! my goodness!  This 

thing is just ruined!”  So, I pulled it out, and this is it, I pulled it 

out and I said, “Well, let me just me if it just sparks or blows up 

or something.”  And I want you to hear what happened when I 

flipped it open to turn it on. 

 

Female: Phone 1 connected more than six hours of talk time. 

 

Nathaniel Bronner: I said, “What?!”  I said, “How in the world did this thing 

survive a washing, 24 hours of soaking, washed again, and two 

dryer cycles?  How in the world did this thing survive going 

through all of that?”  People, I want to ask you a question.  “How 

have you survived going through all of the stuff you’ve been 

through?”  Some of you have been in some prickly, vinery bitter 

situations and you survived.  Some of you have been drowned in 

bills and problems and circumstances and you survived.  You’re 

still working.  And you don’t even know how.  When God says, 

“Wear the green pants.”  I had no idea that I had left an electronic 

device in the pants, and there’s just no way to think it should have 

been working. 

 

00:20:00 

 

 Because people, there’s no way some of you are still be working.  

There’s no way in the natural you still have a smile on your face.  

There’s no way in the natural, you still having your sane mind by 

some of the stuff you’re going through. 

 

So, if God can protect a Bluetooth headset -- that’s why Jesus say, 

“God takes care of the lilies of the field and not a sparrow falls to 

earth without his consent.  If God is concerned about the smallest 

of birds, what about you?”  But it’s this hell of unbelief that we 

face and I just went through a trial with it myself and there were 

business situations that I was dealing with, and when they came, 

it was just worm and God told me, when in fact he said, “I did 

this, it’s me.”  But I still couldn’t shake it. 
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There were times I still couldn’t sleep peacefully, because it is me.  

It is me and I remember, “Yeah I know it’s you, but it’s rough.  It’s 

rough.  It’s rough.”  And I couldn’t have faith.  So, when I see 

others and I see the disciples and where Jesus say “Oh ye, of little 

faith” and why can’t you stay up and tear it with me?  I 

understand because as much as I have seen in life, I have no 

question at all about God’s power, his divinity.”  None.  My wife 

will sometimes tell me -- she said, “You think everything is 

spiritual.”  She says, “If 10 things happen, you think 8 of them are 

spiritual.”  “That’s not true.  I think all 10 are spiritual.” 

 

 I have seen too much.  I have been through too much.  Last week 

on a holiday, I said that, “All of the brothers, we were still with 

our first wives.”  I wouldn’t be with my first wife if it wasn’t for 

God.  Because if it wasn’t for God, I’d married somebody else and 

I wouldn’t have made it.  That story is a whole sermon.  No, it 

ain’t a whole sermon, it’s a whole series. 

 

 That’s a whole series of how God pulled me out of what would 

have been a disastrous situation and put me with a sweet little 

lump of sugar.  See!  That’s the whole story, but that was God!  It 

was not me.  And I have seen so much in life and yet every time 

we run up against the hill, a problem, a bump, an ache, a pain, a 

teary situation, every time we have a tendency to face the hill of 

unbelief. 

 

And I’m going to keep this headset.  This is a Motorola HX600 if 

you all want to know and costs $42 on Amazon.  I don’t know 

whether this is just that tough or whether God just was protecting 

it, but I think it’s spiritual because by all scientific law, this 

should not be working.  And many of us by all scientific law, 

should not be working.  I, but scientific law shouldn’t be walking 

because of the motorcycle accident I had at 14, but something kept 

me working.  Something protected me but all scientific law, still 

should not be in my first marriage.  But something kept and 

protected me, so I have seen so much. 

 

But yet, even from seeing it all, and I went through the stuff with 

the business, I got it solved, and the very same week that I got 

their problem solved, another one came.  I said, “Lord gave two 

problems right behind each other.”  And he said, “You remember 

the last great business breakthrough you had, it was two 

problems right behind each other.  Its sometimes the way I work.  

I work on hills and I work sometimes, do some trials and some 
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tribulation.  I work sometimes by putting you in a washing 

machine and then spinning you on a spin cycle, and putting you 

on to some high heat.  It’s the way I work sometimes.”  And unless 

we understand it, and unless we have faith, for those who don’t 

have faith, you cannot please him.  For God says, in order to 

please him, you have to have faith and you must believe that he 

is and you must believe that he is a rewarder of those who -- not 

just seek him.  Now see, these are different level -- not just seek 

him, not just half seek him, diligently seek him. 

 

00:25:08 

 

 This is somebody you’re going all out.  You’re going to say, “Look 

Lord, I’m following you if it kills me!”  That’s a diligent seeker.  

That’s what it is, ain’t just all one sided, no, diligent seeker.  You 

can’t please God if you don’t believe he rewards you for being a 

diligent seeker.  He says, “You can’t please me.  If you don’t 

believe I’m going to reward you for being a diligent seeker, you 

cannot even please me.” 

 

 He gave you two criteria.  You got to believe that he is and that 

he is a rewarder of those who diligently seek him.  So, if you don’t 

believe seeking God is a great reward, you can’t even please him.  

So, my unbelief, was getting in the way of God even rewarding 

me.  And I had to struggle with that because it ain’t not easy.  

When you’re up a hill, it’s just not easy.  So, I had to struggle with 

that thing.  And he said, “I’m teaching you some things.  I’m 

teaching you not to let material things take you up or down.  

When they’re real good, don’t let that take you up.  When it 

appears to be bad, don’t let that take you down.  Don’t let the stuff 

of this world control your joy, your peace, and your emotions.” 

 

 But to teach me that, he had to send me on a hill and I faced the 

hill of unbelief.  I forgot who God was.  I forgot that he’s in control.  

I forgot that I am doing my best to diligently seek him.  I forgot, 

and when I forgot, unbelief crept in.  People, you’ve been through 

some stuff, but you’re still working.  You’re still working and you 

have God to thank for that because on your own, we would be 

totally messed up.  But with God, and as we diligently seek him, 

we are on the way to be rewarded, you got to believe that.  You 

got to believe that.  You got to believe that. 

 

 We had our family study yesterday and once a week, I’ll let one of 

the kids take over and George said, he wanted to do it yesterday 
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and he began -- he said, “First of all, I want everybody go around 

a table, and I want us in turn say three things today.  Everything 

for today.”  We had to go back and one by one, name a thing that 

we were thankful for.  And then George says this, “Next thing, I 

want you to say what you want to be when you grow up and where 

you are on it.” 

 

 Got to be some deep stuff, and this is the point, I believe God is 

going to reward me.  I said, “First of all, I’m only half grown, 

because I’m going to make it to 1/16.”  So, I’m halfway, but I have 

to be like George Foreman.  I believe I’m only going to get to 1/16 

but I got to work like mad to get there.  I have to do what I need 

to do and wisdom to get there and I believe that if I seek God 

diligently, if I follow his words -- I’m not talking about the lowly, 

I’m talking about if I seek God diligently, he will without 

question, reward me, and if I don’t believe it, if you don’t believe 

it, you can’t even please him. 

 

So, the question then becomes, “Are you diligently seeking him?  

Are you diligently seeking him?”  And diligently seeking him just 

don’t mean coming to church.  That is a start of it, because if 

you’re not coming to church, I’m pretty much guarantee, you’re 

not diligently seeking.  Are you diligently seeking him?  So, if you 

are diligently seeking him, you got to believe that he will reward 

you, and if God is going to reward you, what in the world do you 

have to be scared of?  What in the world do you have to be fretful 

about? 

 

 There’s a whole lot of stuff coming on this country.  I’m not 

worried about a bit of it because I’m doing my best to diligently 

seek God.  If I’m diligently seeking God, he’s going to reward me.  

It’s not that I don’t care about everybody, I can’t do anything 

about everybody else.  All I can do is the best I can do with what 

everybody does, but everybody does make their own decision 

about which way they’re going to go and what they’re going to do. 

 

 I got one person that I am ultimately responsible for and that’s 

me.  You can’t even be fully responsible for your children.  You 

can guide them, teach them, do what you’re supposed to do with 

them, but they go to make their own choices.  They make their 

own choices after a certain point. 

 

Sometimes, you can’t let them do something.  It’s your job to make 

the choice until they’re out of your house.  But once they’re out of 
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your house, you can't make the choices.  I can’t make all the 

choices for my lump of sugar.  My lump of sugar makes her own 

choices.  The only person who I can take full responsibility and 

make my own choices is me, and I know that if I choose to 

diligently seek him, he will, not maybe, not a 99% probability, he 

will reward me regardless of what’s coming on the world, 

regardless of what’s coming in the nation, regardless of all of the 

mess you see on the news, none of that stuff will fix me. 

 

00:30:16 

 

Because I know, if I diligently seek God, I must believe that he 

will reward me or I can't even please him.  So, the question, as we 

face these mountains of unbelief, are you diligently seeking him?  

And when we seek God, he’ll speak to us and he’ll speak to us in 

our moments of doubt. 

 

Even Jesus has such a moment.  You know on the cross, “Father, 

father, why have thou forsaken me?”  He was in excruciating pain.  

He knew he had to go through that, but when you’re in the middle 

of it, those are his words, “Father, father, why have thou?”  Do 

you think God had forsaken Jesus?  No!  Jesus knew he had to go 

through the path, but it’s different when you’re in the middle of 

the pain because all of us are flesh, and when you’re in the middle 

of the pain, are they different?  Your like, “God, where are you at? 

I’m going to do all this hell, where are you at?  Where is he at 

Lord?  Where are you at?” 

 

Have you ever had a situation or where you’re just want to go, 

“Where are you at?”  They had a billboard, there was some 

cellphone, it’s incorrect (00:31:27) said, “Where are you at?”  

“Where are you at?  I’m going through all this stuff, where you 

at?”  And in times like that, our faith wavers and we lose it. 

 

But people, when you diligently seek him, even in the times that 

appear to us to be dramatic, we got to know that in the end, when 

we flip the switch, after all we’re going through. 

 

Female: Phone 1 connected; more than six hours of talk time left. 

 

Nathaniel Bronner: Phone 1 connected.  More than six hours of talk time left.  

Phone 1 connected.  After going through all that, Phone 1 

connected.  You got to know who you’re connected to.  Phone 1 

connected, and you have full power.  Phone 1 connected.  See, all 
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the thing, the whole is a six-hour charge.  Phone 1 connected, 

more than six hours of talk time.  Some of us get a little bit even 

talking six hours of the day.  But more than six hours of talk time 

left when we diligently seek him and are connected to him, he 

extends our talk time. 

 

Thank you for joining us today at Brothers of the Word because 

brother, you need the word. 

 

Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com.  This was part 6 of 

the message titled “Hills - The Hill of Unbelief” by Nathaniel 

Bronner.  This message is number 5679.  That’s 5679.  To listen 

to over a thousand free messages or to send this message number 

5679 to a friend, go to brothersoftheword.com.  Listen to 

brothersoftheword.com often because brother, you need the word. 

 

(Music Playing) 

 

00:33:51 
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