
Transcribed by Tech-Synergy 

The 10 Questions Before Marriage 
 

Sermon Title: The 10 Questions Before Marriage 

Sermon Number: 5683 

Speaker: Nathaniel Bronner 
 

Link to sermon audio - http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/5683.mp3 
Link to sermon video - http://theark.s3.amazonaws.com/vid/5683.mp4 

 

 

BrothersofTheWord.com 
 

http://www.tech-synergy.com/
http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/5683.mp3
http://theark.s3.amazonaws.com/vid/5683.mp4
http://www.brothersoftheword.com/


www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/5683.mp3 

Female: You are listening to message titled, “The 10 Questions Before 

Marriage” by Nathaniel Bronner. 

 

Nathaniel Bronner: The 10 questions before marriage.  If you are not dating or 

have just recently met someone, the program that you need is 

called “The Love Screener.”  It’s at the lovescreener.com.  And it 

is a program designed to teach and guide you through how to 

determine whether this person is a potential marriage candidate 

from the very first date so that you don’t waste a whole lot of time. 

 

 Once you have gotten the Love Screener and once you have 

listened to that program, and once you have screened the person 

properly to determine this is the person worth spending some 

time with.  When you got into the point of where you are 

considering marrying this person, that’s where this message 

comes in and every person who was considering marrying 

someone should listen to this message and if you know people who 

are considering marrying each other. 

 

 You need to tell them to go and listen to this message before they 

walk down that aisle or walk up to the desk for the justice of the 

peace.  You need to tell them to go and listen to the message, “10 

Questions Before Marriage.  It’s going to be on the website, 

10questionsbeforemarriage.com.  So, you just tell them to go to 

the 10questionsbeforemarriage.com.  Anyone you know, now or in 

the future who is considering marrying someone, they need these 

10 questions answered before they marry. 

 

 Now, this has nothing to do really with religion.  This is not a 

religious message because religion does not guarantee your 

marriage at all.  As a matter of statistical truth, Christians have 

a higher divorce rate than non-Christians.  When you look at the 

stats and you look at the truth, just because you’re in church, just 

because you are a Christian has really nothing to do of whether 

you’re going to stay together married.  As a matter fact the stats 

are worse.  I deal with just the truth.  I don’t try to butter stuff 

up.  I just deal with the truth.  The stats are worse.  As a matter 

of fact, 50% of pastors divorced.  Not only is it rampant in the 

congregation, half of all pastors divorced.  Religion by no means 

guarantees your marriage at all. 

 

 I’m going to deal with some things today, these 10 questions.  

That if you can get through these 10 questions and actually, they 

really came from a pastor of a very large church.  And I was 
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talking with him one day, he said, “Look, before I will even 

counsel someone, I will have them either pull these reports or go 

through these 10 questions before I will even begin counseling 

because every one of these things comes from experience, they 

come from situations that I dealt with of where the answers to 

these questions were not known upfront.”  And he said, “What I 

have found is if the people know the answers upfront, it’s a lot 

less devastating and often they can deal with it is when they 

found out later that it creates a big problem.” 

 

 If you go into something and you know what you’re walking into, 

it’s different.  You geared yourself, you steeled yourself forth, 

you’ve understood, you’re going to handle, have to handle some 

stuff.  But you walk into something and it blinds eyes you because 

they kept it quiet and hadn’t told you a lot about it, now you got 

a big problem.  And I have seen this stuff tear a marriage, after 

marriage, after marriage dealing with these 10 questions because 

they were not upfront honest with or because folk figured they 

just didn’t need to ask or they didn’t even think to ask about these 

10 questions. 

 

 I took my kids a few years ago out to San Diego and we took a 

tour on one of the large decommissioned aircraft carriers.  And as 

we were going through the tour, I was noticing all of these rules 

they have, all of the aircraft carrier.  And the guy said who is a 

retired sailor, he said, “Every one of the rules on this ship is 

written in blood.  And the reason these rules are here usually 

because somebody died and as a result, they put up a rule to 

prevent that thing from happening again.  So, every one of these 

10 questions, these things are written in blood.  Every single one 

of them is a result of multiple cases of where these questions were 

not asked upfront and they caused a lot of havoc in the end. 

 

 He called the questions discovery and disclosure and you won’t 

begin marriage counseling until they answer these 10 questions 

or these reports to each other. 

 

00:05:08 

 

 Leonard Ravenhill said, “Love is blind, but marriage is an eye-

opener.”  Marriage is an eye-opener.  And almost no one is foolish 

enough to imagine that he will automatically deserve great 

success in any field of activity yet almost everyone believes that 

they automatically deserve success in marriage.  No one thinks 
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you’re going to be successful without preparation, without 

researching any other area but you just think just because you’re 

going to walk down the aisle holding hands that you going to have 

happy ever after, that didn’t work like that. 

 

 Kent Crockett said, “Forgiveness is a repair kit for marriage, but 

good communication prevents the damage from happening in the 

first place.”  I am a believer in prevention.  I am a believer in 

having the thing not break because often times when stuff breaks, 

you just can’t fix it.  You just can’t fix a lot of these stuff.  So, it’s 

better to keep it than try to fix it. 

 

 Jesus said in Matthew 19, 5, this is the only scripture I’m going 

to read, “For this cause shall a man leave father and mother.”  It’s 

in most marriage ceremonies, “And shall cleave to his wife and 

they two shall be one flesh.  Wherefore they are no more two, but 

one flesh.  What therefore God hath joined together, let not man 

put asunder.”  And when you marry you join not only flesh but 

you join finances, you join faith and you join family.  Those four 

F’s of flesh, finances, faith and family add up to the big F of future.  

Those four F’s will often determine your future in marriage. 

 

 The average wedding cost enough to pay two years of the average 

house note, two years of the average house note.  The average 

wedding today cost enough to buy two brand new economy cars.  

The average wedding cost that yet we’re going to spend all that 

money on a wedding and not spend a little time to get these 

questions answered before you spend all of that money on a 

wedding and you end up with the emotional and financial cost of 

a divorce. 

 

 These 10 questions could save you a bad marriage and a whole lot 

of misery.  Or have you going into marriage at least prepared with 

what you have to deal with so you won’t have surprises.  You will 

get most of these reports for free in a less than a day.  So, don’t 

take a whole lot of time and don’t take a whole lot of money.  None 

of these 10 questions or reports will remain hidden after you 

marry.  They’re going to find this out anyway.  They’re going to 

find it every bit of the stuff of these 10 questions anyway.  The 

thing here is to let them know upfront to get the stuff on the table 

upfront because you don’t want to find this out on the wedding 

night.  You need to know some of this stuff upfront beforehand. 
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 Now, the top two reasons for divorce, money is number one and 

sex is number two.  That’s just about it.  It’s not religious 

differences, it’s money and sex.  Money and sex are the number 

one and the number two reasons for divorce.   They didn’t love 

Jesus, no, no, it’s money and sex.  That’s just the reality of it.  It’s 

money and sex of the top.  That’s why the pastors got a 50% 

divorce rate.  It’s money and sex of the top two.  So, out of these 

10, a good number of it just deal with money because money is the 

number one cause of divorce. 

 

 I’m going to give you these questions and I’m going to put it in a 

form where you asked them exactly as I stated, exactly as I stated. 

 

 Number one, DMV, Department of Motor Vehicles.  You need to 

get a DMV report on the person you’re thinking about marrying.  

Then you said, “What in the world I need a DMV report?  What 

does that to do with my marital bliss?”  This is the experience.  

You marry somebody that all of a sudden that you find out they 

got three DUI’s.  The pastor told me, he said, “I have folk coming 

in crying, broking all up, ready to leave because their insurance 

has jumped up $3,000 a year because they didn’t tell me they had 

this bad driving record.”  You get on a joined insurance because if 

you marry every person in a household who is a driver is on the 

insurance.  Now, the insurance goes up through the roof. 

 

00:10:04 

 

 This is the question for you to ask them, question exactly this, “Do 

you have any violations such as speeding, accidents, running stop 

sign, man slaughter, DUIs or anything else on your driving record 

that will cause my insurance to go up?”  Ask them just like that, 

exact, verbatim, the exact words that I used, ask them that same 

thing. 

 

 I had a situation recently where my wife is just fuzzing at me.  

She said, “You got two speeding tickets and your two speeding 

tickets has caused our insurance to go up $200 and she won’t let 

me forget those two speeding tickets.  So, you need to make sure. 

“They weren’t bad.”  But if I had two, DUIs, it changes everything.  

You need to ask.  Number one, your Department of Motor Vehicles 

report and you need to go get the report.  See if it’s free, if it didn’t 

-- don’t just ask.  You ask first but you go get the actual report.  

You go with him, both of you are free to request your driving 
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record and both of you get each of those driving record and look 

at your driving record. 

 

 Number two, credit report and tax return.  Now, you can get both 

of these for free.  Now this is the latter state.  See people, Don’t 

you, I don’t want to get my tax or -- you’re getting ready to marry 

them aren’t you? So, if you’re getting ready to marry them all this 

stuff is going to come out and you need to know this beforehand.  

So, you can get a free credit report and all the tax return.  If they 

don’t have tax return, it’s something else wrong.  That’s a whole 

different can of worms if they don’t have any tax returns. 

 

 You should be able to get a credit report and tax return.  You need 

to look at the credit report and you need to look at that tax return 

because when you marry, your credit is going to  become merged 

and it’s not just -- even if you keep your credit separate, 

sometimes the stuff will merge but the principle is this, their 

financial habits will affect you.  And if they’ve got a bad string of 

non-payments and garnishments and bankrupt is on their record, 

that stuff is going to affect you.  Money is the number one cause 

of divorce and you got somebody who just got bad, bad, bad, bad 

money handling habit, I didn’t say that you can’t love, it doesn’t 

say that you can’t marry him, but you do need to know that.  And 

you need to know that going in. 

 

 Now, let me give you the exact question you ask, “Will you show 

me your credit report and last year’s tax return?”  Simple 

question.  If they say no, you know you’ve got a problem.  If they’re 

getting ready to marry you and they won’t show you that, you 

know you have a problem somewhere.  “Will you show me your 

credit report and last year’s tax return?”  When you take a look at 

that credit report and you take a look at the tax return, it’s going 

to tell you a whole lot of stuff. 

 

 Number three, criminal.  Now, this could cost a little money, but 

you can go online and you can get a background check.  Just 

search for background check.  You’ll usually get that done $25 or 

less and you need to do a national criminal.  Don’t just getting the 

state, do a national, if may cost another $15 dollars to get 

national, get national.  Look people, if you will spend all this 

money to get married for a wedding, what’s $30 or $40 to pull a 

background check.  What is that?  So, you need to get a national 

background check and this background check will pull criminal 

record.  It will put if they have any bankruptcies or judgements 
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against them, all kinds of stuff, it will put some stuff that they 

may have changed their names.  It will pull all kind of stuff.  You 

need a background check. 

 

 That criminal background check will tell you a whole lot of stuff.  

But this is the question you ask exactly as I am phrasing, “Have 

you ever been accused of a misdemeanor or felony, whether you 

were convicted or not?”  That’s the question you ask.  You’re still 

pulling that report, don’t take that word for, but at least if you get 

it upfront, you have it upfront.  But do not take that word on 

anything you can pull a report for less than $50.  Don’t take that 

word, pull the report, but ask them anyway.  Have you ever been 

accused of a misdemeanor or felony, whether you were convicted 

or not?  Because it’s a problem if they’ve had three felony 

accusations but none of them were brought to trial.  That gets you 

something is wrong with that.  Have you ever been accused, 

whether you were convicted or not? 

 

 Number four, medical report.  You need a medical report. 

 

00:15:00 

 

 Now let me give you the question that you ask, specifically just 

like I’m saying it, “What medical and psychological conditions” -- 

now listen to me, you need psychological conditions in that thing, 

not just medical because its worse when something is wrong with 

the mind.  You need psychological conditions in.  And people, this 

is out of experience. 

 

 I was talking to one pastor and were just, “How’s your wife’s 

doing?”  This is what his answer was, he said, “She all right as 

long as she takes her medication.”  That’s a good question, man.  

So you need to know if they need medication.  I’m not saying that 

you won’t love him, it’s not saying that you won’t marry them, but 

you do need to know what happens if they missed their 

medication.  You need to know.  So, the question that you need to 

ask, “What medical and psychological conditions have you had 

and what do you have now?”  Ask just like that.  See, don’t ask 

them, don’t ask like this, “Is anything medically that I need to 

know?”  When they said no, “That’s what they all need to know.”  

Don’t ask -- that’s why I said, “Ask just like I told you to ask.” 

 

 And this makes a huge difference because medical stuff can cause 

a challenge and people, they’re going to find out anyway.  They’re 
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going to find out anyway.  If you’ve got hemorrhoids, tell them, 

because they’re going to find out.  You can’t hide the hemorrhoid, 

they will find out, so you tell them upfront about all this stuff. 

 

 We had a team, they were marriage counselors and they gave a 

very good example.  They said, “You know, when couples are 

dating no one ever passes gas but once you get married, stuff just 

be blowing all over the place.  They don’t even try to hide it -- 

they’re just right in front of you.”  And it’s the truth.  Anyone 

who’s married know this is true.  So, all of these stuffs that’s just 

hidden while you’re dating, this stuff comes out once you get 

married.  And you can’t deal with it.  It’s best for you to know this 

stuff upfront and find this stuff out down the road. 

 

 Number five, exes.  You need to know what previous marriages 

they’ve had and how much alimony they pay.  Because that’s part 

of the money you need to know.  If they have been married one 

time, you need to know.  They’ve been married two times, you 

need to know.  They’ve been married three times, you need to 

know.  So you need to know how many marriages they’ve been in.  

You need to know all about those exes. 

 

 Now, this is the question you ask exactly like I’m telling you, 

“What alimony do you pay?”  How many exes have you had and 

why did your ex or exes say they split up with you?”  Now that’s 

an important question.  See they have already told you why they 

split up with them, what they have not told you is the other side 

of the story.  They haven’t told you why and it’s always two sides.  

That’s just universal. 

 

 So, they have told you what was wrong with the other person.  

The man has told you what was wrong with his ex-wife and the 

woman has told you what was wrong with the ex-husband.  What 

they have not told you are the complaints and the issues their 

spouse had.  This is what you need to ask them, why or what did 

they said -- I’m not saying it is true what they said, but what did 

they say was the reason why they wanted to break up with you. 

 

 And when you started getting that information, it changes some 

stuff because people I can guarantee you and virtually every case 

is two sides.  I have never seen a situation where it’s just all one 

side, it’s two sides.  You need to know the other side not just the 

one side that they have told you about the bad part of the other 

person.  It is where they left me because they said they just 
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couldn’t deal with my snoring.  How loud do you snore?  That may 

sound like a freight train.  And you may not (00:19:11) you need 

to know.  So whatever it is, you need to know and you need to get 

specifics.  Don’t let them just tell you, “Well, we were just 

incompatible.”  No.  You need specifics on what the other person 

say why they wanted out of that marriage.  You need specifics and 

it will help you to know what you may have to deal with. 

 

 Like the case of a man as he was talking to one of his (00:19:38), 

“Look, have you all played golf with Jim lately?”  The man said, 

“Jim, would you play golf with a fellow who messes your ball in 

the ground?  Would you play golf with a fellow who shaves strokes 

off of his score?  Would you play golf with a fellow who would just 

drop the ball when he’s lost his ball and not tell you he lost his 

ball?  Would you play golf with a fellow like that?” 

 

00:20:03 

 The man said, “No, so neither would Jim.”  So, the point is, you 

need to know what the other person saying about the person you 

are about to marry. 

 

 Number six, child support and children.  Now, all these stuffs 

written in blood.  All of this at a real situation.  All of these 

situations broke up marriages when they were not disclosed 

beforehand.  Question, “How much do you pay in child support 

and how may children do you have or others claim you have?  You 

got to get them loops holes with any man.  How many children do 

you have or others claim you have and how much child support 

do you pay?  Because that could affect your income even though 

you may not be legally obligated to pay it, judges look at that and 

they will look at your spouse’s income and bump up the child 

support payment because of your spouse’s income.  So, it will 

affect you.  And there’s nothing wrong with that.  There’s nothing 

wrong with taking on the responsibility, you just need to know. 

So if you know it, you walk down the aisle with full disclosure. 

 

 Number seven question, “Are you a citizen or do you have a green 

card or visa?  A lot of folk marrying because the other person is 

not a citizen.  They don’t give a hook bag of purse.  They’re just 

trying to get them a citizenship.  You need to know that upfront. 

 

 Number eight question, “What debts do you owe including 

student loan, back taxes, debts to individuals or any other money 

or service that you owe to anyone, anywhere.  You need to know 
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what debts they have.  Sometimes folk got a big back taxes, they 

got a back child support, they got all these stuff that they owe and 

the minute you marry them, you file a joint tax return, now your 

refund attached.  They can mess you up all kind of what you need 

to know.  Simple question for you to ask. 

 

 Number nine -- I’ve got to run through these things quick because 

I want to get all these stuff in for people can hear it but they’re 

concise.  Don’t need a whole lot of explanation. 

 

 Number nine question, “Are you going to keep a job when we 

marry?  And if you lose your job, will you look for a job every day.”  

That may sound silly.  “Are you going to keep a job when we 

marry?  And if you lose your job, are you going to look for a job 

every day.”  Sometimes folk they get married and then spouse quit 

the job, stop working and don’t even look and there’s nothing 

wrong with that as long as the spouse is willing to carry.  

(00:22:38).  I told my wife, “Sweetheart, you don’t have to work.”  

I have no problem with that.  But my wife, she said, “I’m going to 

work.”  That’s my wife, I mean, she works in, but she works at 

home but she had not taken a job outside of the house and there’s 

nothing wrong with that because I told her that when we marry, 

she did not have to work outside of the house.  It’s nothing wrong 

with that as long as it’s agreed and it’s known. 

 

 But a lot of times you get folk, so you need to have an agreement 

upfront.  “When we marry, are you going to keep a job?  And if 

you lose your job, are you going to look in every single day?”  You 

need to know that upfront and have that agreed upfront because 

money is the number one cause of divorce. 

 

 And finally, number 10, this is why the kids need to go out of the 

room, “Can you sexually perform with your unaided natural 

genital equipment and how often?”  Now that is a deep question, 

but people this is the issue.  Sex is number two.  Money is number 

one and sex is number two.  Questions have a big issue with sex 

and (00:23:47) ask them just like I told you to ask, just like I told 

you, “Can you sexually perform with your unaided natural genital 

equipment and how often?  Don’t ask them, “Can you sexually 

perform?”.  You get down and aware of that, “my finger working”.  

That may not work for you people.  Now that’s the point.  So I’m 

just telling you upfront you got to ask him deep down questions 

about this and see there’s nothing wrong if the man needs Viagra 
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and the woman needs Vaseline.  There’s nothing wrong with that 

but you need to know it upfront. 

 

 Trust me, divorce is a whole lot rougher than this is.  It’s a whole 

lot rougher than this is.  So you need to know this stuff upfront.  

And see especially in the Christian world, especially some folk of 

fool folk and they go on the guys that I’m doing this on the 

spiritual reason and they can’t do a thing and you get that marry 

and all of a sudden, in the honeymoon, you realized you have an 

absolute done.  That’s why you need to ask how often.  Don’t ask 

him,” Can you sexually perform?”  They get -- well, I’m like once 

a year.  No, no, no.  You need to, “How often can you perform?  Is 

your stuff working?  Is your stuff working without medication?” 

 

00:25:00 

 

 It’s fine if it’s working with medication but at least you know.  You 

need to have a little blue pill by the bed all the time.  You need to 

know that. 

 

 So you need to know the answers to these 10 questions before you 

marry and a lot of times you can deal with them, the marriage 

will go a lot smoother because you walk into it with full disclosure 

and you walk into it understanding these things and you can love 

the person, you all can be just as close together but you know this 

upfront.  You know you’re going to have to pay $3,000 for the 

insurance. 

 

 You know the credit is just jacked up and you know don’t give him 

a credit card or don’t give her a credit card because you know 

what’s going to happen, or you do, you give them one with a lift.  

You know this stuff upfront.  You know they are not going to work 

so you know you got to care all of it a bit, you notice.  And as long 

as you know it upfront, there’s nothing wrong with that.  You can 

handle it the problem comes in, when you find out the stuff 

afterwards and then you are super, duper upset. 

 

 So I’m just going to recap these 10 questions exactly as you ask.  

Number one, “Do you have any violations such as speeding, 

accidents, running stop sign, man slaughter, DUIs or anything 

else on your driving record that will cause my insurance to go up?”  

Number two, “Will you show me your credit report and last year’s 

tax return?”  Number three, “Have you ever been accused of a 

misdemeanor or felony, whether you were convicted or not?”  
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Number four, “What medical and psychological conditions have 

you had or what do you have now?”  Number five, “What alimony 

do you pay?”  How many exes have you had and why did your ex 

or exes say they split up with you?”  Get specifics. 

 

 Number six, “How much do you pay in child support and how may 

children do you have or others claim you have?  Number seven, 

“Are you a citizen or do you have a green card or visa?  Number 

eight, “What debts do you owe including student loan, back taxes, 

debts to individuals or any other money or service that you owe 

to anyone, anywhere.  Number nine, “Are you going to keep a job 

when we marry?  And if you lose your job, will you look for a job 

every day?”  Number 10, “Can you sexually perform with your 

unaided natural genital equipment and how often?” 

 

 You’re going to find this stuff out anyway.  “Love is blind, but 

marriage is an eye-opener.”  “For this cause shall a man leave 

father and mother and shall cleave to his wife and they two shall 

be one flesh.  Wherefore they are no more two, but one flesh.  

What therefore God hath joined together, let not man put 

asunder.” 

 

Female You are listening to the message titled, “The 10 Questions Before 

Marriage” by Nathaniel Bronner.  Thank you for listening.  God 

bless. 

 

00:28:05 
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