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Nathaniel Bronner: There is a super natural strength that can come when you 

understand your divine destiny.  And when you understand, God 

is with you all of the time. 

 

Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com.  This is part 3 of the 

series titled, “Endurance - The Endurance to Finish - Finishing 

Strong part 2” by Nathaniel Bronner.  This message is number 

5684.  That’s 5684.  Listen to over a thousand free messages on 

brothersoftheword.com. 

 

(Music Playing) 

 

Female: And now for 5684, Endurance part 3 - The Endurance to Finish - 

Finishing Strong part 2. 

 

Nathaniel Bronner: Welcome to Brothers of the Word because brother, you need 

the word. 

 

 And today, we are finishing up a series called “Endurance.”  A 

series called “Endurance.”  And we’re going to talk today about 

“Finishing Strong.”   Finishing strong, that is interesting, I just 

closed up my notes -- and I just closed up my notes because I 

realized, the notes that’s in that notebook is from last week. 

 

 So sometimes, people stuff, it happens.  So, the notes are back in 

my office, but I’m not going back and get it.  Stuff just happens, 

and people, this is how the word of God has to be sometimes.  

Sometimes, you’ll get into situation -- you don’t have time to go 

get your bible.  You got to have that word in you, and you got to 

have that word with you because you don’t have time enough to 

go get your bible. 

 

 So, we’re going to talk today about “Finishing Strong” and I 

preached a sermon on this exactly two years and two weeks ago.  

And I went back to listen to the sermon this morning, because I 

knew I had preached about “Finishing Strong” in the past, and 

when I began, it was part 1 of “Finishing Strong”.  And I never 

did part 2.  So, today, is “Endurance - The Endurance to Finish - 

Finishing Strong part 2”.  Part 1 of the Endurance was “The 

Endurance to Begin.”  Part 2 was “The Endurance to Keep Going” 

but you need the Endurance to finish.  Because people, the world 

will not judge us on what we start, it will judge us on what we 

finish.  And if you don’t have the ability to finish strong, how 
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many of us can start projects?  We start things but somewhere in 

the middle, before we get to the end, we give up and give out. 

 

 The two biggest New Year’s resolutions, every year, for all of the 

years have been two primarily dominant things that people want 

to do:  Number one, they want to lose weight.  And number two, 

they want to save or earn more money.  So, it’s a weight loss or 

health goal and it’s a financial goal. 

 

If you go into jam in January, our jam is packed, packed.  And 

people were sometimes sign up a 12-month membership, go back 

to that same jam in March and is thinned out because we have 

the endurance to start, but we don’t we have the endurance to 

finish.  And we need to learn how to finish some things.  And I 

want you to give some keys on just being able to finish some stuff 

that we started. 

 

First of all, to be able to finish, number one, you really need to 

know what your finish line is.  Because if you don’t have a finish 

line, you sometimes running zig-zag.  Have you ever noticed -- I 

talk with this when I do business training.  And sometimes, 

people will come to me for advice and they have all these ideas.  I 

said, “Look, first of all, you need to narrow down to one thing.  You 

need to do one thing and focus on the one thing.  You got 10 

different things and you’ve running zig-zag, so you need to have 

a firm goal if you going finish, you need to know where finish line 

is.” 

 

I had a doctor called me from out of state last week.  He was in 

trouble.  He said, “Bronner.”  He said, “I’m sick.  I have cancer.”  

He said “I’m up in age.  I’m losing my house.  I can’t pay my 

medical bills, I need help.” 

 

00:05:00 

 

I said, “Well, what do you need?”  He said, “Anything you can do.”  

I said, “What do you need?”  He said, “Well, I’m losing my house, 

my medical bills are due, I’m old and I’m broke.  I need help.”  And 

I said, “What do you need?”  He repeated, “Anything that you can 

do.”  He said, “Anything will help.” I said, “Look, man, let me tell 

you something, you don’t know what you need.”  I said, “If you 

don’t know what you need, how in the world do you expect me to 

figure out what you need?”  I said, “First of all, what’s the status 
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of your home?”  He said, “Well, the bank has it, and I’m not sure 

it’s going up for auction and I’m not sure.” 

 

I said, “First of all, you need to find out.  You need to know 

whether you need a thousand dollars or hundred thousand 

dollars.  You don’t even know what you need.”  I said, “You find 

out, number one, what you need and then you call me back when 

you have some specifics.”  I said, “What about your medical bills?”  

He said, “Well.”  He said, “Medicaid and Medi-Cal are to kick in 

about two weeks.”  I said, “Well that’s got, that’s solved.  Now 

what else?”  He called me back about a week later.  He said, “Well 

the house is going, no way to get it back.  It’s already been 

auctioned.  It’s gone.”  I said, “Well at least that’s cleared, you 

don’t have to worry about that.  That’s gone.”  He said, “My 

Medicaid and Medi-Cal, that’s going to kick in and such.”  He said, 

“But my business that I do.”  He said, “I need this amount and 

this amount specifically to take care some.”  So, I send him exactly 

what he needed but I would not send him one penny until he knew 

where his finish line was. 

 

And sometimes, we don’t even know.  We just in trouble.  “Help 

me.  Help me with what?”  Now it came from my daddy, used to 

tell the story all the time about Reverend Ike, Reverend Frederick 

Eikerenkoetter.  Now a lot of people had a lot of criticism about 

Reverend Ike, but Reverend Ike was away ahead of his time.  He 

was a genius in terms of getting people to think on certain levels.  

And one thing Reverend Ike had always said, “You need to be 

specific about what you want.”  And he talked about the lady who 

came to me.  He said, “Reverend Ike, I need for you to pray for me 

to get a car.”  And Reverend Ike said, “What kind of car?”  She 

said, “Any kind of car.”  Reverend Ike said, “They don’t make any 

kind.  I’ve never seen a car with a tag on the back say ‘Anykind’ 

they don’t any kind.  I said, “They make Buick Reed.  They make 

this kind, this kind.”  So, “You need to be specific about what you 

want.”  So, the first thing about finishing is to number one, have 

your finish line. 

 

I went to the track yesterday with my son Christian.  Christian is 

on a track team, he does sprints.  So, he wanted me to go with him 

to time him as he did his 100-meter dash.  And at the 100-meter 

dash, there is a starting line and there is the finish line.  And 

between that start and finish line, you have to give it all you’ve 

got.  But you have definitive lane to run in and you have a 

definitive line to start and a definitive line to finish.  And often 
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we can never achieve, because we don’t even know where the 

finish line is.  So, if you need the endurance to finish, you need to 

know when you have finished. 

 

Now there are two basic types of mentality when you are trying 

to endure something.  Two basic types of mentality when you have 

a goal, when you’re struggling through something.  Two basic 

types of mentality.  One type of mentality is called the “To-date 

mentality.”  To date, not romantic type of date, but the calendar 

date, is the to-date mentality.  The second type is called the “to-

do mentality.” 

 

And let’s just take that number one New Year’s resolution of 

losing weight.  And let’s say you have a goal to lose 25 pounds and 

you have now lost 10 pounds.  The “to-date” mentality focuses and 

it says, “I have lost 10 pounds.  I’m doing good.  I have shed these 

10 pounds and these 10 pounds are off.”  The “to-do” mentality 

says, “I got 15 pounds to go.  And I got to get these 15 pounds off 

and work, and do what is necessary to get these 15 pounds off.”  

And all the scientific studies have shown, those who have the “to-

do” mentality are far more likely to get the goal accomplished 

than those who have the “to-date” mentality. 

 

When you focused on what you’ve already done, you lose sight on 

what you have to do.  That’s why Paul says, “Forgetting the things 

that are behind me, I press forward to the prize of the high calling 

in Jesus’ work.”  That’s why he said, “All this stuff behind me, I’m 

going forget about all of that.  And I’m just going to focus on what 

I’ve got to do.  I am going to focus on the finish line.  I am going 

to run this race.  And I am going to run this race the best that I 

can.  And I am going to run this race to the finish line.” 

 

00:10:12 

 

So, when you focus on what is ahead of you, you will far more 

likely succeed than either patting yourself on the back or focusing 

on what’s behind you.  And people, that’s true just on a whole lot 

of areas and a whole lot of arenas because a lot of times, we have 

great accomplishments behind us, but we have a lot of pain and 

weight behind us too. 

 

 And that’s what Paul also said -- he said, “Laying aside every 

weight that he besets us.”  So, when you lay aside all the stuff 

behind you, and you focus on that finish line, you focus on what 
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is in front of you.  It makes a tremendous difference on whether 

or not you’re going to be able to achieve that or not. 

 

 I am 59 years old now.  It’s interesting that when I listen to the 

first part 1 of Finishing Strong, I was 57 and I said in that sermon, 

“Even if I’m halfway” -- because if I’m halfway, that means I’ve 

lived 114.  I said, “I don’t want to live through 114.”  I said it.  The 

next year God told me, “You’re halfway” which meant, I could 

make it to 116.  So now I’m publicly saying, “I don’t want to live 

through 114.  I want to live to 116.”  Now that’s my finish line. 

 

 And if I keep my eye on that finish line, it changes my mentality.  

Let me show you how it changes my mentality.  I’ll be 60 at the 

end of this year.  And usually, as people age, they count their 

years differently.  For example, my youngest son is 10 years old.  

When he was nine, he would say, “I’m nine and a half.  I’m nine 

and a half, I’ll soon be 10.”  Now he’s 10, and he said, “I’ll soon be 

11.”  You don’t ever hear anyone saying, “I’m 36 and half.”  You 

see, our mentality changes and what it does, it changes our 

expectation of the future. 

 

 See, he is looking forward to.  He is expecting to get older and he’s 

looking for the good things that will come, “I’m thirteen, but I’m 

going to be 16 soon.”  They’re looking for the good things that will 

come as they get older.  But once we get older, our minds -- 

because of the way the world is structured, we start reversing.  

First of all, instead of proudly proclaiming, we start hiding our 

age.  Don’t ask me how old I am.  We start hiding, then we start 

backing up.  And then we start looking back. 

 

So, I realized, if 116 is my finish line, in order to make that, I 

cannot have the mentality of the rest of the world.  I have to think 

and act differently.  I will be 60 soon.  I’m going to be 60 soon!  I 

mean and really, I have to embody this thing, that this thing is a 

joy, and it is a blessing, and it is something to look forward to.  By 

the time I hit 61 and 68, I’m going to soon be 70, and it changes 

vibration and your body hears it, and the universe begins to react 

to certain things that you think and say, and it will have you 

living life at an entirely different level.  “Pastor, you’re getting 

old.”  “Well, I’m halfway.” 

 

 And I was on a motorcycle when I heard God speak that going 

down a country road and I heard God speak, “You are halfway.”  

I’m going on a motorcycle trip this week.  I’m going on a 1000-mile 
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motorcycle trip further than I’ve ever been on a motorcycle in my 

life.  People, I’m going to do some stuff.  Then I plan on the end of 

this year being able to run that half marathon at 13.1.  I want to 

be able to do stuff I have never done to go further, be stronger, be 

smarter, be more successful than I’ve ever been. 

 

 And see people, this is the point that folk don’t understand.  They 

think that because they have gone through so much, they can’t do 

it, they can’t turn around, they can’t lift themselves up.  They use 

the term of running so much in the New Testament when Paul 

was talking about endurance and be able to hold on, and 

sometimes people, you just got to be able to hold on regardless of 

what happens in your life. 

 

 There’s a story of the Olympic runner back in the early 1900s and 

he was getting ready to run a race and he pulled his hamstrings, 

and he had to pull out of the race, and he rehabilitated himself 

and got himself back in shape to qualify for the next Olympic. 

 

00:15:10 

 

 And he was getting ready to run the 440 which is a one time 

around the standard track.  He took off and he pulled something 

down his Achilles heel and just pulled something and he fell to 

the ground.  And the medics ran out to help him and he said, “No, 

no, no, no.  No, don’t touch me.”  And he got up and he hopped 

with his leg which is torn.  He had ripped something, because one 

thing about sprinting, it will pull something if it’s something not 

really strong.  He hobbled, and the more he hobbled, the more the 

thing pulled and the more hurt he became. 

 

 And as he got about halfway around the track, just almost 

crawling, this big old man comes running down the stands, 

pushed the security guard aside and ran out on the track and ran 

over and put his arms around the man.  The man who ran down 

was his father.  And it was the father who had sacrificed all to get 

his son to that point.  He had given up his job in one city and 

moved to another city so his son could have the best trainer.  He 

had poured money into it.  He had sacrificed so much and he ran 

out and grabbed his son and when he grabbed his son, he helped 

his son and they limped on around the track with him holding 

onto his daddy until he crossed the finish line. 
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 And he was over in Britain and his mama and sister were looking 

at it back in the States.  As his sister was looking at it, she was 

pregnant, she went into false labor.  His mama started crying, but 

daddy ran down on the field. 

 

 People, sometimes, you will tear some stuff up.  You will pull some 

stuff, and you will fall down, but don’t you ever forget this, you 

got a daddy who has invested heavily into you.  And when you feel 

beat that you cannot make it, that you cannot make it another 

step, that you cannot go on, you got to remember to hang onto 

daddy. 

 

 There is a supernatural strength that can come when you 

understand your divine destiny and when you understand that 

God is with you all the time.  It will allow you to persevere, to 

keep going when stuff is rough, and when you just don’t feel like 

you can make it -- because people, I’ve got some news for you.  Life 

can beat you up.  Life can knock you down either through satanic 

stuff, or just through some mess up you make.  Most of the stuff, 

now Satan, just through the mess up you made, life can beat you 

up, but God is always with you, and you’ve got to have your eyes 

on the prize. 

 

 Paul says, “I forget the stuff that’s behind.  I keep my eyes on the 

prize that’s in Christ Jesus.”  When you keep your eyes on that 

prize, people, you can do what others will think is literally 

impossible. 

 

 I want to be when I’m 80 and 90 years old, just as strong as I am 

now.  He said, “Pastor, well other folk not that strong.  That’s 

their problem.”  That has nothing do with me.  I’m going to cling 

onto every promise that God has.  Yesterday, I normally have my 

prayer in the morning and an evening and I got up to pray 

yesterday morning.  God says, “Not now, I want you to go out to 

the fountain and I will speak to you there and this will cover your 

morning and evening prayer.” 

 

 The fountain is out of my office and we have there a bible speaker 

that plays random chapters from the bible 24/7.  I was there about 

10 o’clock last night.  I was sitting out on the bench and I’ve been 

there for a while.  I said, “Lord.”  I said, “I’m here.  When are you 

going to speak to me?”  And he says, “The next chapter that plays 

on the bible speaker will be me speaking to you.”  And it plays 

this random chapters, the bible switching from Genesis to the 
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Revelation, any chapter, the 1,189 chapters, the bible, it will play 

any of them. 

 

 So, it flipped and it began with Genesis chapter 13.  And as I 

listened to it, it began with Lot and Abraham, but towards the 

end of that chapter, it was the Abrahamic covenant, and it was 

where God was telling Abraham, “Look to the East and the West 

and the North and the South.  I will give you everything that your 

eyes can see and your sea shall cover the earth, and it shall not 

be numbered.”  And even in that pool that we have there, it has a 

supernatural manifestation of fish.  We had six fish in the pool 

and now there are thousands and it’s been a short period of time; 

they weren’t even supposed to multiply in this season.  Now how 

do you suppose to breath?  It’s almost a supernatural 

multiplication of some things, and I begin to think about that 

thing.  I said, “One of the challenges with the Abrahamic covenant 

or what God spoke to Abraham, got discouraged because it was 

taking so long.” 

 

00:20:10 

 

And Abraham told God, “Look this child that you have promise 

me, I’m going to give all of my stuff to my servant Eliezer because 

I'm old and I have no children and you said it.”  If you never had 

a situation like that.  “My God, I mean the time is ticking away.”  

God told you, and when does this stuff (00:20:30) and you said it.  

God didn’t even answer Abraham and yet Abraham was a 100 

years-old before the promise came to be. 

 

 But let me show you what happened.  Now, Abraham old, said 

he’s old.  His body dead and his wife’s body sure dead.  So here 

Abraham is telling God all of this and I want you to look at what 

happened with Abraham. 

 

Abraham had Ishmael by Hagar who is the father of the Arab 

nation.  He had Isaac by Sarah who is the father of the Jewish 

nation.  Sarah died and Abraham married Keturah.  Abraham 

had six more sons by Keturah.  Then, in Genesis 25 it talks about 

-- and he gave gifts to the sons of his concubines.  Now folk don’t 

preach about that part.  So, he had Ishmael, Isaac, six by Keturah, 

that’s eight that’s counted and I don’t know how many about the 

concubines.  Now, this is a man who said, “Lord I’m going to give 

up all my stuff to my servant because you have not kept your 

word, I have not seen our child and I’m old.” 

http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/4074.mp3


www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/5684.mp3 

You got to have the ability to endure to the finish line and you 

don’t know where that finish line is.  So, the finish line maybe 

way down the road and you may have to go through twist and 

turns.  You may have to do like Joseph where you’re going to pit, 

where you go into prison, where you’re in the dungeon.  You may 

have to go through all of this stuff before you will get to the 

promise that God has spoken to you, but you have got to be able 

to endure. 

 

You see that’s why the children of Israel never got the promise of 

the promised land.  And it was spoken to them, because they 

didn’t endure.  They went to murmuring.  They went to 

worshipping other gods.  They disobeyed his commandments and 

they died in the wilderness.  They could’ve gotten to the promise 

in 90 days, they died spending 40 years in the wilderness because 

they would not obey the word of God.  So, you’ve got to have the 

ability to endure to the finish line but you need to be able to set 

and know where that finish line is, at least, in terms of what you 

can see and what God has told you do. 

 

So, whatever God has told you to do or whatever he has placed 

into your spirit, our people, and I think that’s even why as a 

church he’s starting to take us further and further and expand 

our horizon because I don’t believe that you’ve even begin to 

scratch the surface of what you can do. 

 

Some of you all thinking, “I’m too old.  Life is too far behind me.”  

Oh no it is, my best days are ahead of me and I absolutely believe 

that and it doesn’t matter what other folk around, what’s 

happening to them, that’s their issues.  God has given you a race 

to run and if you ever go out and run races, there’s always a course 

that is marked.  And you got to run the race and the course that 

God has marked for you, not somebody else’s race.  The course 

and the race God have marked for you and you got to be able to 

endure. 

 

Moses didn’t see the promised land.  As great as he was, he did 

not endure to the end and Moses was a great man, but he did not 

endure to the end.  Moses got tired.  He got frustrated.  He got 

folk upset him and he smote that rocked.  And God said, “Didn’t I 

not tell you?  Therefore, you shall not see the promised land.  You 

should only be able to look over there, but you should not step foot 

in it.”  You got to be able before it will upset you.  Do you 

understand that?  And temptation will come over you and you will 
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want to deviate from what God has told you to do or your flesh 

just get tired.  Sometimes I just get tired of all of the commands 

and the rules God has given me.  Sometimes you give up because 

I don’t feel like doing that stuff today.  Have you all ever felt like 

that?  But that is the difference between the average and a 

champion. 

 

A champion hangs in there even, in the Peachtree Road Race, 

every marathon -- that’s not a marathon, that’s really just a 

fourth of a marathon.  But in the Peachtree, there’s a hill called 

Heartbreak Hill.  Every marathon has a Heartbreak Hill. 

 

00:25:01 

 

The Boston Marathon which is the most famous marathon in the 

world, Heartbreak Hill occurs between miles 13 and 19.  And with 

a marathoner which is a 26.2 miles race, even the best conditioned 

athletes, they -- what’s called “Hit the wall at 19 miles.”  It means 

that all of their glycogen stores had been used up and now their 

muscles are flooded with lactic acid, it’s painful, it hurts, they’re 

tired, they’re drained, they can barely go on.  And then, they hit 

Heartbreak Hill, when the muscles are weakest, when your 

drained to no end and here comes this big thing in life. 

 

Have you all ever had a situation, “Lord I’m dealing with all this 

and now this?  And now this comes?”  That’s your Heartbreak Hill.  

But a champion sees the hill. 

 

My last race that I ran in, I was coming up this hill and hills get 

to you and it was hot.  I was coming up this hill and they have the 

spotters along the race and I never will forget what he told me as 

I was coming up the hill.  I was breathing hard, sweat pouring all 

over me and he said, “ain’t nothing but a hill.  Ain’t nothing but a 

hill.” 

 

So, people, as you endure this stuff and then when looked at it in 

proper context, “ain’t nothing but a hill.  Ain’t nothing but a hill.”  

I mean we blow all this stuff looks real big, but it ain’t nothing 

but a hill.  So, we got to learn to hang in there, to go the distance, 

to stay until we get the prize because remember the race belongs 

not to the swift nor the strong, but to he who endures to the end. 

 

And we’re sometimes looking at the fast and looking at the strong, 

but you got to hang in there to the end until you cross that finish 

http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/4074.mp3


www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/5684.mp3 

line.  And our ultimate finish line is to be with Jesus to receive 

the great grand prize.  But there are things in this earth that we 

strive for that God has spoken. 

 

I have said my mantra is, “We’re going to change the world” and 

I believe it.  God has spoken this big 4,200 church when, it might 

not be until I’m 90, but you can’t give up.  I cannot become like 

Abraham and say, “Lord I’m too old” and I must admit, at 90, I 

probably won’t have all of the strength that I have right now.  I 

got to admit that, but I will declare this, I’m going to be in best 

shape of any 90-year-old you all have ever seen. 

 

At 90, it’s going to be some 20-year-olds that I am going to give a 

real fit to, so that’s my declaration.  Now I may not be in the same 

condition that I am now.  I’ll just I had a guy say, “Why can’t you 

be in better shape?”  And you know, that’s the reality.  See, this 

stuff is basically how you think.  It’s not how it is; it’s how you 

think and what you declare, and what you do about your 

declaration.  I mean why not?  There are some 90-year-olds in the 

world who in much better shape than 20-year-olds, why can’t I be 

one of them?  What’s stopping me from being one of them?  So, it 

changes how you think.  So, yeah, I got a finish line, I’m about to 

be 60, halleluiah.  I’ve got a finish line in mind of 116 and I want 

to get to 116 and when I hit 116, somewhere in that year, I’m just 

going to be sitting up in my chair, eat my dinner and just going 

on to glory and just tear the folk back.  And it can be, but you have 

to endure to the end. 

 

And I know that even if I fall, and even when I stumble, I got a 

daddy that’s invested in me.  I got a daddy who has given his most 

valuable possession to save my soul.  I got a daddy who can carry 

me when I don’t have strength to carry myself.  All my daddy ask 

me to do is to do the best that I can, that’s all he ask me to do and 

I’m going to do my dad level best to do the best that I can and to 

endure to the finish line.  Because the race belongs not to the swift 

nor to the strong, but to he who endures until the end. 

 

We thanked for joining us today at Brothers of the Word because 

brother, you need the word.  Amen.  Amen.  Amen 

 

Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com.  This was part 3 of 

the series title “Endurance - The Endurance to Finish - Finishing 

Strong part 2” by Nathaniel Bronner.  This message is number 

5684.  That’s 5684.  To listen to over a thousand free messages or 

http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/4074.mp3


www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/5684.mp3 

to send this message number 5684 to a friend, go to 

brothersoftheword.com.  Listen brothersofthewold.com often 

because brother, you need the word. 

 

(Music Playing) 

 

00:30:14 

http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/4074.mp3

