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Nathaniel Bronner: When you understand that all that we
have is given by God, it will change how you give.

Automated Voice: You are listening to BrothersoftheWord.com. This is Part 8 of
the series titled, “Overcoming Fear, subtitled, The Fear of
Giving, part two” by Nathaniel Bronner. This message is
number 5693. That’s 5693. Listen to over a thousand free
messages on BrothersoftheWord.com.

(Music Playing: 00:00:27 - 00:00:56)

And now for 5693, Overcoming Fear - Part 8 - The Fear of
Giving Part 2.

Nathaniel Bronner: Welcome to Brothers of the Word because brother, you
need the word. And today, we continue on in a series entitled
“Overcoming Fear”. And this is actually part 2 of last week,
“Overcoming Fear, the Fear of Giving” and I dealt with last
week, the richest man that historians say ever lived on the face
of the earth, which was John D. Rockefeller. And the key
behind John D. Rockefeller and how – there are some things
about him that most people do not know, but when you study
his life, you understand how he became the wealthiest man that
historians say has ever lived.

And today, as we talk about the Fear of Giving Part 2; as I said
in the last message, this message is not particularly trying to
get or criticize people of this organization for not giving because
as a group, we have an extremely good giving record and though
disposable income and this country has gone down over the past
year, our giving within this church is at record levels. I think
we had last year the best giving we’ve ever had. So, we’re doing
phenomenal, you’re doing phenomenal. Sometimes, when
pastors bring a giving message is because folks not giving what
they hoot.

Now, it doesn’t mean that everybody is giving way, but it does
mean that as a group, the ark of salvation is doing a tremendous
job with giving. So, this message is not for the purpose of trying
to get you to give more; if you do give more for those who are not
getting more, well then good, but it’s not designed for that.

(00:03:00) served many years as a parrot(ph) for missionaries,
children in the Philippines, she loved books and she gladly
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would lend out her books; but there were some books she just
wouldn’t leave. They were too precious and too valuable to her,
so she kept all of her valuable books in this footlocker; but yet
she would lend out the kids a lot of her other books and let them
read those freely, but her real treasured book, she had packed in
this footlocker that she kept in her room. And she would never
lend any of those books out to anybody.

And one day in the middle of the night, she heard a scratching
sound inside of that footlocker where all of her treasured books
were, and she opened it up, she found nothing but an enormous
pile of dust. All of the books that she had kept to herself and for
herself had been eaten up by termites. Principle number one,
what we give away, we keep, and what we hoard, we lose.

Matthew Chapter 6 verse 19, we’ve heard this many times, “Do
not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and
rust destroy, or termites, and where thieves break in and steal,
but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither
moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and
steal. For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.”

This is a very difficult verse; and many of the verses in the
parables, and the sayings that Jesus spoke, they were not easy
and they’re not simple or easy to follow. He said “Don’t lay up
for yourselves treasures on earth, but put them in heaven.” And
it goes against sound financial advice, but you’re ought to save
some stuff. You need to put just some stuff away, it’s just solid,
plain, financial sins.

00:05:04

But yet Jesus said “You put your treasure here on earth, dust
and moth, and folks will steal your stuff, and when you
understand the higher purpose, there are some religions, if you
even study Hinduism, they have three phases that a Hindu goes
to, and if the people don’t follow what the hoot, they don’t follow
Christianity either, so that’s nothing unique, but they have
three phases.

There is the phase of the maturing adult through childhood and
adolescence, there is the phase of a householder where you’re
rearing your family and building your career, and all of these,
and they have a third phase where they give all this up, and
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they take a bow and they spend the rest of their life with just
this bow and they forsake all material possessions. Man, they
don’t follow it what the hoot, but those are the phases that
they’re supposed to go through.

And they know that they’re basically following this principle of
Jesus, don’t store your stuff up. Give it all away and you spend
the last portion of your life becoming closer to God, and not
depending upon the treasures of earth. Because treasure doesn’t
really hold you as people think. Someone asked a distinguished
psychiatrist, Dr. Karl Menninger, famous, famous psychiatrist.
I said “What would you advise a person to do, if they felt a
nervous breakdown coming on?” the most expected Dr.
Menninger to say “Well you ought to consult a psychiatrist such
as myself. If you feel yourself undergoing an increasing amount
of tension or depression, or issues in life, you need to come and
make an appointment. For only $150.00 an hour, I will
straighten you out and advise you on what to do. That’s what
they expected Dr. Menninger to say. But to their surprise, Dr.
Menninger replied “Lock up your house, go across the railway
tracks, find someone in need and do something to help that
person.”

This famous psychiatrist said “If you’re feeling yourself about to
break down, go and do something for someone else.” In other
words, Menninger said “Give.” Go and give, go and help
someone else. Do you realize however that the more prosperous
we become in America, the stingier we become? All of the stats
throughout all of the decades had pointed to this one fact
because people will often use as a reason why they don’t give,
because “I don’t have enough, I only have a small amount. I'm
struggling myself. How do you expect me to give and I need
more myself.” So, we would think, “Lord, if you give me more, I
would give more.” But all of the science goes totally contrary to
that statement.

In 1933 at the height of the The Great Depression, the average
church member gave an average of 3.3% of their disposable
income to their church. But in 2004, right at the Boom Time in
American prosperity, church members gave 1.94% of their
disposable income to the Lord. About almost half. So, would you
think that in a depression time, people would give less, but the
reality is, they actually gave more. Principle number two that
we need to understand is that it’s all his. It’s all his.
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Sometime we think they’re still ours. And I have two things
today, I just want to give you and show you the example that
these are all his. First, you see these big two five-gallon jugs,
this is pure, fresh, spring water. We send someone down every
week to get pure, fresh spring water. God’s supply is like this
water. The springs where we go and get the water, the water
runs 24/7 and it never runs out. You all breathe 24/7, and the
air never runs out. Heat, pressure, air and water are the four
things that we really need most to survive. And everyone of
those things is provided by God, and they never run out.

The sun never goes down, it goes on the other side of the earth
and there’s night time, but it’s still blazing, it still burning, it’s
still warming the earth. It never goes down. God’s stuff just
doesn’t in truth run out. We’re only stewards of it. Now, the
company that James and I are part of, we actually pay for
someone to go down and get the water. We bring it back to the
church, and all of the water fountains here in the church, that’s
not tap water, that’s not commercial water, it’s fresh spring
water, you can’t buy any better water than that.

00:10:21

So, it comes to the church at no charge, and you can drink all
you can drink, you can drink all you can drink. God’s stuff
doesn’t run out. Today is not our casual day, but I have on this
jacket, and the reason I have on this jacket is for a reason, now,
this jacket is sharp, and I know it’s sharp because so many
people have told me it’s sharp. I’ll be out in public and I'm at the
cash registrar and the cashier said “That’s a sharp jacket you
have on.” Folks just tell me the jacket is sharp. My wife the
other night said, “I like that jacket, that’s a sharp jacket. People
said, “that’s a sharp jacket”, so I have come to believe because so
many people in so many different environments have told me
that the jacket is sharp, I have come to believe that the jacket is
really sharp.

So, what is the point about me wearing this sharp jacket that
everyone’s -- what’s the point of that? The point is this, I didn’t
buy it. But who gave it to you? I don’t know. I don’t know
where it came from. It just showed up; I don’t know! I didn’t
buy, I don’t know where it came from, it just showed up. So, I
have no idea of the earthly source of this jacket. All I know is I
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didn’t buy it, I didn’t take it out, I didn’t pay a penny for it, it’s
sharp and it just showed up.

Some of you have been given gifts of God. You didn’t buy it, you
didn’t pay a penny for it, you get nothing that you know of to
earn it, you just got it. Some of you all, when you go at folks
“You sure look good.” You didn’t do anything for that, you were
born with that face, you were born with that hair, you were born
with a voice, that some of you have super, super melodious
voices, you were born with it. You don’t know where it came
from. All you know is you had nothing to do with it. And we just
wear it and take credit for what God has given. And we drink
over and over and over again from the fountain that God has
given yet sometimes, we ourselves are stingy with the stuff God
has given.

I received a sponsorship package a few weeks ago, got a lot of
stuff. I opened it up, I looked at it, and I heard God speak a
ridiculous figure that he wanted me to give, I said “Good
gracious!” And God, he said “Look, I provided all your money.
So, when I tell you to do something, I want you to do it.” And he
said “Had you ran out?” I said “No”, he said “You haven’t run
out, so you do this thing.” That’s why we ask during the offering
for you to bow your heads and ask God for what you shall give.
That may be why we have had record offerings because some of
you are listening, and I don’t have to ask you no, some of you,
you’re not.

Some of you’re saying “Lord, that’s just too much.” You need to
remember what God told me. “I gave you all your money.” And
some of you are thinking “I work hard for this money”. Where
did the job come from? Because there are other people, I can
guarantee you, who are smarter than you, who look better than
you, some of you say “I don’t think so”, yes, it is. Yeah, they’re
smarter than you, they look better than you, they will work
harder than you, and they don’t have nearly what you do.

So, when you understand that all that we have is given by God,
it will change how you give. There was once a church and they
were in bad financial shape because the people weren’t giving.
So, the board decided to just have a meeting, so they went out to
a restaurant to meet about their dire situation. They invited the
pastor to come along and they had this long two-hour meeting
while they ate and discussed the finance of the church and
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they’re about to close their doors, because the folks just weren’t
just giving, they just had this big problem so after they got
through eating, the treasurer said “Well, let’s pay the bill” and
they said, “We are not able to see what we had on the bill”, and
they said, “Give 15% for good service, 20% for great service, the
waitress had taken excellent care, so let’s give 20%.” So they all
went, took up their money for the meal, because they didn’t
have it out of the church treasury, so there it is, everybody put
in the money for the meal, and they finally paid, and the pastor
was sitting there, and he began to think to himself, he said,
“Wait a minute, the air we’re breathing, the sun that warms and
grows the plants, all these stuff that God has provided, our very
life our self, we want to give the waitress a tip for 20% and we’re
giving the church 2%.

00:15:20

And it just shook the pastor when that realization came. Do you
realize now, based on the standard tipping standards, 10% is
cheapskate? 10% is cheapskate. So, if you have a waiter or
waitress who brings you your food, listen, they didn’t grow the
food, they didn’t even cook the food. All they did was come, took
your order, take it back to the chef, the chef is in the hot kitchen
flaming all the food, flaming over the grill, flaming over the pan,
preparing your food, all they did is pick up your food, come back,
put it on your table, and ask you “Do you want a water refill?”
And if you give them 10%, it’s considered cheap. The standard is
15%.

Good service is 20%, yes when it comes to God who has provided
the water, who has provided your air, who has provided the
food, who has made it grow, he’s done all these stuff, provided
you with the money to buy the food, with all these stuff, and we
get to God, and then want to say to God, “What, 10% is too
much.” Yeah, I’ll give this waiter 20%, but 10% to you is way
too much.” So, when we understand sometimes why we have a
fear of giving and we won’t do right, by God, we will neither give
God nor our neighbors that which a believer from Philadelphia
was once asked how could you give so much to the Lord’s work
and still possess great wealth?

And he replied, “Oh, as I was shoving it out, he shoves it in, and
the Lord has a bigger shovel.” The lord has a bigger shovel. So,
when we begin to understand some things it will change how we
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give. And principle number three, your philosophy of giving
should become more generous as you are blessed more.
Generous and stingy givers according to the Chronicle of
Philanthropy, the most generous people in the nation live in
Salt Lake City, Utah giving nearly 15% of their discretionary
income mostly to the Mormon Church. So, the Mormons are the
most generous.

Others in the top five most giving cities were Grand Rapids,
Minneapolis, Winston-Salem and Memphis. Now the bottom
cities, Boston, Providence and Hartford. The thing about those
cities, those are the educational centers of the country. So, what
it’s saying here is the more educated we become, the less we
give. Well whose knowledge are they getting. The more
educated we become, the less we give. The rich are stingy and
the poor are generous based on statistics. In recent years, the
rich have become a lot richer, but are giving less.

Businessweek reports that the poor households where incomes
are less than $10,000.00 yet average giving to charities was
5.2% of their income. Rich households’ incomes over a
$100,000.00 a year, 2.2%. So, it would seem like it should be
reversed. The more God has blessed you, the higher your
percentage ought to be. And this is why sometimes when you’re
hear people saying “I'm going to do a lot better with giving as
soon as God gives me a lot more.” Don’t even listen to that stuff,
don’t even listen to it.

Because the reality of the stats are if you’re not giving with the
little you have, you’re not going to give with a whole lot. That’s
just the raw, straight truth. You remember that’s when I talked
last week about Rockefeller. How Rockefeller said he tithed
when he made only $1.50 a week. So, he continued that and
even expanded his percentage once he was worth billions. So,
the thing is, if you’re not giving, if you’re not generous with the
little, you are not going to be with a whole lot. Because that
same spirit is going to carry it through, and it’s harder for you to
give a whole lot when you have a whole lot than it is for you to
give a little when you have little, it’s just hard.

And all of the stats bear this out, so don’t use an excuse, don’t
let the fear of giving be because Lord, I just don’t have a whole
lot, God knows if he can’t trust you to give properly with a little
bit, he definitely cannot trust you to give a lot with a whole lot.
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00:20:06

Because of the stats bear that out, the richer people get, the
stingier they get. It’s a fear of giving, and if you understand who
has given everything to you, you’ll understand.

Martin Luther said there are three conversions necessary, the
conversion of a heart, the mind and the purse. And of these
three, it may well be that we find the conversion of the purse the
most difficult. That’s why the parables that Jesus taught of the
29 parables, 16 of them involved money and possessions. It’s
hard to get people in the spirit of giving. During World War II,
right after the war, Europe was devastated because of all of the
bombs that had been dropped in.

There was an American solider walking through London and
there were a lot of orphans in London because of the bombing
had killed so many of their parents, and he walked by and there
was this little boy peering though the window of a bakery. And
through the window of the bakery, there was the baker
kneading dough, making doughnuts. And the solider saw the
little boy just peering, you could tell the little boy was hungry as
he could be. And he walked up to the little boy and he asked
him and said, “Look, would you like some of those doughnuts?
The little boy’s “Oh yes, oh yes, yes.”

So, he walked inside to the baker, bought a dozen doughnuts,
came back outside and gave the dozen doughnuts to the little
boy. And as he was walking away, he felt something tugging at
his pants leg in the back, and he turned around and there was
the little boy, and the little boy just looked at him, doughnut
powder around his mouth from eating the doughnuts, and he
said “Mister, are you God?” You see people, when we give, we
become like God.

“For God so loved the world, that he gave.” Are you God? Can
people look at your giving record? And say “Are you God?” And
see, the two extremes, God on one end, Satan on the other, God
is the giver, Satan is a hoarder. And if they look at your record,
are you God, Mister? Missus? Are you God? People are giving
record should be a reflection of our religion. And they should tell
to the world our true inner nature. See, Elijah says often you
can tell by just looking at two things, where you spend your time
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and where you spend your money. And you can pretty much tell
the character of a person by those two things.

Where are they? Where are they most of the time? That would
tell you a whole lot, by those two things. Their appointment
book, where they’re spending their time, and that I say is pretty
accurate. It is dead accurate. In almost every case I note, that’s
dead accurate. Where are they spending their time most of the
time? That would tell you a whole lot. Their appointment book,
and their check book. And most of them things correspond
pretty good too, Mister are you God? Are you God? That’s why
Jesus says “Did you not know ye are Gods.” For God so loved the
world that he gave.

For those of you who need to change your giving pattern as we
bow and I'm just going to ask you today, just to bow your heads
again. We’re not going to take in an offering because where you
may need to give may not even need to be in the church, that’s
not often pleased, but yeah, what you may need to get may not
even need to be in a church. But I want you to just bow your
heads for 10 seconds, for those electronically. Do the same thing
wherever you are, and be quiet and just listen to the voice of
God and see, a lot of people think it’s just great to be the hearer
of the voice of God, no that’s not where the greatness is, it’s not
great to be the hearer of the voice of God, you had to (00:23:51)
the voice of God, a lot of folks hear, they just won’t do it.

You’ve got to be able to hear, so just bow your heads, I'm going
to silently count to 10, and I’ll tell you when and just ask God
“Lord, what should I give?” Amen. I'm going to ask Pastor
James to come now and whatever he is led to do, so normally,
this would be a great time to take a collection. It’d be a great
time to take a collection, but that’s not our purpose here in this
church. Our purpose is to get you in line with God’s will, and
God’s people are givers, no question about it and it’s outside of
these doors and outside of these walls of the sanctuary. Amen,
amen.

Pastor James: Let’s give pastor a hand for that awesome message.

(Music Playing 00:24:37 - 00:24:43)

Pastor James: And indeed, when we stand before God, he’s going to ask us
what we did with the talents that he gave to us, and the talents
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and the parable were monies, that’s what he’s given in resource
in our hands, we’ll be responsible for. And that’s something that
what pastor just had us to do with bowing our heads and asking
what to give, that’s something we ought to do every day.

00:25:07

Giving is not a one-time thing, it’s not just even an every week
or every month thing out of your times, but it’s something that
you ought to seek God for every -- what I should give, my
finances, where I should give my time, where I should give my
counsel, my love. And some people, they just need a gift of love,
just have a hug or some encouragement, some attention. So,
there are different ways and things that we can give what we
have, we ought to just seek God every day. The more you do it,
the easier it will become.

My mother is a natural giver, she’s done it for so long it becomes
just a part of her fight, to be able to give. Sometimes, when it
seems like she’s given too much and she might say no, because
at some part of our nature, sometimes it would just bother her,
lying in the bed, conscience (00:26:05) you know you should’ve
given. She will go back and make it right. And that’s how we
ought to be, we ought to have our conscience where it -- we just
don’t have to be on it, but our own conscience ought to be the
voice that says give.

We need to obey Father. For our benediction, I'm going to ask
Brother (00:26:31) if he could come and give us our benediction
because he’s the sponsor of our GT Render Good Grades
Program, and I think he’s just a shining example of obeying God
with your giving. Even when God originally blessed him
(00:26:50) percentage or the goals who give little, but even when
his financial advisors looked at him about the time they advised
him against this, and said it’s too much money, he said “Listen,
I'm taking your advise on investment, but in this area, you
didn’t give me the money, God gave me the money, there’s no
compromise on it.

I'm not getting your advice on my giving. And he stood firm on
that and I just want to thank him for standing firm even in the
midst of counselors, even in the midst of temptation it is too
much, he looks at them, God has given him too much, and has
blessed him too much in life. We thank him for even sponsoring
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our youth with good grades and just being a shining example of
what has been (00:27:41) if you want to say anything before
then, unless pastor gave it to lead me, I’d let him lead.

Male Well, I just want to say that I understood that I wanted God’s
wealth which is not just merely material things, but is a wealth
of a spirit and peace. And while a lot of people don’t understand
that, money won’t buy you peace. And always, my class teach
you that -- teaching, I believe that it’s more important that we
go to bed at night and have more money you can count in the
bank, and I said I just look (00:28:38), trying to go to sleep. And
when I have my life changed, the first thing I said, I was going
go to sleep at night.

And I knew that I had the first onto God, because God, even
though -- there’s only three ways you can really get well, you
can be born with it, you can acquire it or to be thrust upon you.
Mine was thrust upon me. And even a lot of the people that has
had wealth thrust upon us, and a lot of people pray for that, for
when I read the statistics, there’s 70% of people who win the
lottery and wish they had never won it after five years, and 80%
of athletes that sign million dollar contracts that they’re broke
and unhappy, that’s not where I want to go, so I went to God’s
wealth.

So, you have to understand that the reason why we put even in
rewarding students, because we wanted to give them an
incentive out of the principle that learning in school, what it
brings? It brings you the opportunity to have a greater life. But
more important than that is your relationship with God.

00:30:00

So, if you do not come to church, you’re missing the best part.
So, all I do is pray that God allows me to see myself, and to
speak to me, and I hear him so I don’t become a fool. Because it
is very easy to get caught up in your own pride, and just
because you came quick, that you always -- you may work hard
and long to acquire it, so it takes you a lot of time, but you got
to work hard and long to keep it, and I don’t mean keep it in
the covenant’s name, but I’ve given way more money than I
have ever spent and I ever will spend.

But we all stood and it all belongs to him. So, I’ve learned that
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God is my provider. Not man, not a ticket, God. If you’re upset
with your provision, you need to check yourself and then find
what God wants you to do and follow that. So, I'm going to go
ahead and close our -- Heavenly Father, we thank you for this
word that’s going forth Lord, we know from oh high Father, we
take it as a word straight from you, that it pierce our hearts
and mind Lord, and let us go forward to be doers of the word
and not just hearers only Lord. Let’s practice what we hear
father, but we know you are only after what is best for us. We
love you and we praise you, in Jesus’ name we pray, amen.

Automated Voice: You are listening to BrothersoftheWord.com. This was part 8 of
the series titled Overcoming Fear, subtitled the Fear of Giving
Part 2 by Nathaniel Bronner. This message is number 5693.
That’s 5693. To listen to over a thousand free messages, or to
send this message number 5693 to a friend, go to
BrothersoftheWord.com. Listen to BrothersoftheWord.com
often, because brother, you need the word.

(Music Playing 00:32:09 - 00:32:16)
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