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Nathaniel Bronner: When your intention is clear, it
changes what you do and the mentality and the spirit of how
you do it.

Automated Voice: You are listening to brotheroftheword.com. This is message
titled, “The Power of Intention” by Nathaniel Bronner. This
message is number 5697. That’s 5697. Listen to over a thousand
free messages on BrothersoftheWord.com.

(Music Playing: 00:00:24- 00:00:52)

And now for 5697, The Power of Intention.

Nathaniel Bronner: Thank you for joining us today at Brothers of the Word
because brother you need the word. And actually, about three
weeks ago, I left church, I was with my youngest son, George
and we actually went to have lunch. We ordered our food, got a
veggie burger, some sweet potato fries, some asparagus. And as
we were sitting there, getting ready to eat, I asked George. I
said, “George, would you say the grace.”

And George prayed a short prayer but the prayer impacted me
and I want to talk from that prayer today and I have an exert
just from what I can remember a part of what he said in that
prayer, just praying for some veggie burgers. He said, “Lord let
us not gain weight with this food unless it is our intention. Let
us gain muscle if it is our intention. Let this food give us energy
if it is our intention.”

And I want to talk to you today from the subject of the power of
intention. Never quite heard a prayer prayed over food like that
before. It’s simple but it shook me. Whoever heard a prayer over
food based on the results of the food, based on what we intend.
The power of intention. But when he prayed that prayer, the
thing caused a shift in my thinking even with food and I had to
start looking at food and asking myself, “What is my intention
with this?’

I have a weakness for sweets, I really, really, really, really do.
And sweets are problem for my body. They always have been
some of us tolerate different things better than others. My
weakness is sweets. My body just doesn’t tolerate them. I had
some chocolate covered almonds two days ago, had a big bag and
I had to look at that bag after eating about half of them. And
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George’s prayer came back to me. And I had to say, “What is my
intention?” And I threw the other half away.

So, there are some things that I just want to go through today.
Just with the power of intention. In the old days when a young
man would take a man’s daughter out on a date, often the father
would meet the young man at the door and he would ask him an
age-old question, “What are your intentions with my daughter?”
“What are your intentions with my daughter?” That’s a real
good question with anything that we do, “What are your
intentions?”. And one young man just looked at the daddy, he
said, “Well sir, my intentions are exactly as yours were at my
age.” And the daddy said, “Daughter, you ain’t go anywhere
with this fellow.”

What are your intentions? Luke 19, 10 says, For the Son of Man
has come to seek and to save that which was lost.” Second Peter
3, 9 says, “The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as
some count slackness; but is longsuffering towards us, not
willing that any should perish, but that all should come to
repentance. What these two verses says that Jesus’ intention
was to save the lost and to save the unrighteous to save us. That
was His intention. When you understand His intention, you can
then see that every act that he did was based upon that simple
yet profound intention. His intention was to save your soul.

So, when Jesus hung on a cross, when Jesus was betrayed and
turned over, --

00:05:01

-- when Jesus knew that in three days, he would rise after that
painful crucifixion, but he knew the intention of his life. The
intention of his life was not fame, it was not fortune, it was not
pleasure. The intention of his life on earth was to save you.

When you have intention, it changes action and reaction. Billy
Sunday said, “More men fail through lack of purpose than lack
of talent”, because they really don’t know true intention and
have never really stopped to ask themselves, “What is my
intention with this thing?” I teach my sons about the five areas
of life, spirit, health, relationships, money and knowledge and I
try to tell them that whatever they do keep those five things in
balance and keep them in order. Your spirit is number one. If

http://www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/5697


www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/5697

your spirit is right, you can have anything. If your spirit is right,
you can handle anything. If your spirit is right, you can handle
anything. If your spirit is wrong, no matter if everything else is
right, you got major issues and you’ll never be content, you’ll
never be happy. So, spirit is number one.

So, if I can train them to keep to keep those five things in
balance and always whatever they do, keep the intention of
keeping those five things in order and keeping them in balance
and keeping your spirit right, keeping your health right,
keeping your relationship right, keeping your money right and
keeping your knowledge right. If you can keep those things in
order, if you have the intention of doing so, it changes how you
live.

And let me show you kind of the extremes of intention. Jesus
knew that he would die for our sins because he knew that’s
what the father sent him to do. And he says, “Not my will, but
thy will be done. Because Jesus did ask, “If all possible, take
this cup from me.” He said, “But never the less, not my will.”
His wasn’t -- didn’t have to go through all that. “But not my
will, but thy will.” So, his intention number one was following
God’s will and God’s will was for him to die for our sins.

On one hand, we have God’s will. You know, there was a movie
called, “Good Will Hunting.” On the other hand, we have just a
good time. We got God’s will on one hand and a good time on the
other hand. And so often in the world the good time will takes
president over God’s will. And if we face with any situation, if
we just ask ourselves this one simple question, “What’s my
intention. What’s my intention in this thing? Is it to follow
God’s will or to have a good time?” God’s will or good time.

This is the satanic part that enters into that. Satan fools you
that God’s will is never a good time and that the good time last
forever and actually the opposite of truth. It’s God’s will for you
to have a good time. It really is. Just not in the good time that
you may immediately think it is. It’s just like a parent. The
parent makes a child turn off the television and go get his
homework is not to punish the child. It’s so the child can benefit
later on in life and the child can have a good life down the road.

So, when God’s instruction was something in His will, it’s not to
make you sad or depressed or keep you from having fun, it’s
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actually to give you a greater fun overall. But often times we’ll
look at the thing that looks like it’s a good time for right now.
And it is a good time for right now, it just doesn’t last. So, the
power of intention, if we can understand and just look at those
two things whenever we’re faced with anything, “Am I following
God’s will or am I just doing this to have a good time?” And you
will find that when you follow God’s will, you will have a good
time. It just takes a little longer, but it lasts so much long.

The other thing is servant and master mentality. When you
follow God’s will, he will often put you in the path of the
servant, but we want to be the master. And Jesus says, “Those
among you who would be great must be a servant of all.” The
world glorifies the master. The world never glorifies the
servant, it never does. But that again is the illusion. You will
often find that people who serve are some of the happiest people
in the world. That’s why a psychiatrist will tell you if you’re
depressed, go ahead and do something for somebody, go out and
serve. And see, that’s opposite of what the natural emotion
would presume. “I want somebody to serve me.

00:10:00

I want somebody to wait on me that will make me happy.” No,
it won’t. It will give you a slight boost in joy for the moment but
it just won’t last. But when you have a servant’s heart, it
changes the way of your life and it will change your intentions
about a lot of things.

A lot of times when I travel, people will ask me simple question.
They ask me, “What do you do?” And I had a problem
answering them that question because I do so many things. I
had a problem, “What do I tell folks I do?” So, I had a problem
until I finally narrowed that thing down to one of my basic
intentions of life. So, when I travel then, people ask me, “What
do you do?”, I have one simple answer. I tell them I help people.
I help people and everything I do, be it business or ministry
must fit that definition. If it didn’t help people, I don’t do it,
simple as that. So, I help people even if I’m making a product to
sell, it’s got to help people. I help people. So, when your
intention is clear, it changes what you do and the mentality and
the spirit of how you do it.

And the third thing when you’re faced with a decision about
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doing something. First, you ask, “Is this God’s will or do I just
want to have a good time?” Is this God’s will or do I just want to
have a good time? Is this God’s will or do I just want to have a
good time? “Is this a servant mentality or am I just trying to be
the boss? Some many people fail in business because they go in
business not because they want to go in business. They go in
business because they want to be the boss. They want to boss
folks around. And they often fail because they have the wrong
intention going in to start with.

So, the first two, “Is this God’s will or I just want to have a good
time? Am I serving or do I just want to be a master.” The third
one you need to ask yourself, “Is this thing long term or short
term?” Everything God does is long term. Everything God does
is long term. Everything Satan does is short time and you can
often distinguish between whether it’s something you should be
doing or should not be doing just by that one simple thing. Is
this long term or short term? Is this going to be long term
beneficial or am I going to regret this in the morning? It is a
whole lot of stuff. You just regret it in the morning. You wake up
in the morning, you have a hangover, you look at some stuffs --
oh my -- you just regret it in the morning. Long term or short
term?

When I got to eat chocolate covered almonds, I regret and it was
gone. It was gone. But my stomach was feeling funny. So, some
of the stuff is very short term. What is your intention? And you
can look at anything in life and ask yourself that one simple
question, what is my intention with this? Is it God’s will or just
a good time? Is it servant or master? Is this long term or short
time? Will this be gone tomorrow or will this carry through to
my heavenly treasure? And if you learn how to just look at stuff
and ask those basic questions about the power of intention, you
move closer and closer to being like Jesus because he had to ask
the question, all three of those, “This God’s will I am serving the
people and even though I am going through some great,
excruciating horrible pain in the short term, in the long term
this will save the world.” Those three things, the power of
intention

A cheerful old man, he asked the same question just about
everybody he met. The question was simply this, “What have
you done that you believe in and you were proud of?” What
have you done that you believe in and that you’re proud of?
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What have you done that you believe in and you were proud of?
Usually, when you will follow the divine side of those three
questions when you ask yourself that question, “What have you
done that you believe in and you’re proud of?” The God things
will fit into that category. You believe in it and you’re proud of
it. The satanic stuff, you don’t even tell anybody about. And it’s
a lot better to catch this stuff on the front end than on the back
end. It’s a lot better if we can get some stuff straightened out
and never do it than try to undo it, un-straighten it, and clean it
out. It’s the power of intention.

Dear Lord, let us not gain weight with this food unless it is our
intention. So, if you don’t want to gain weight, when you look at
the food, ask yourself, “What is my intention?” Simple question.
And most of the time you will know the answer right of that.

00:15:00

Before you get in somebody’s car, you need to ask yourself,
“What is my intention?” Before you dial that number, you need
to ask yourself, “What is my intention?” Before you cuss them
out. And really -- I mean, sometimes just even in our anger,
even sometimes I justify anger. Before you cuss them out you
need to ask yourself, “What is my intention? Is this God’s will?
Am I truly being in a servant mentality? And what is this going
to do in a long run?” Well, to be honest about it, I'm going to feel
good after I get this out of me. I will feel good. I’m going to cuss
them out good. I will feel much better if that just cuss them out.
And you will but it’s going to be short lived. And even though
you feel good right after then, tomorrow and they’re mad at you,
and now the thing has escalated to a whole other level.

But if you ask yourself, “What is my intention?” Well my
intention is to cuss them out and make them feel bad. If that’s
the case then go ahead and cuss them out. What if you said,
“My intention is I want to get this relationship straightened out
and I want to show them the way of Christ and I want to show
through my actions how a better side if I’m slapped on the
cheek. I want to show them what Jesus would do.” If you asked
yourself that question, it changes your behavior. It’s the power
of intention.

So, those three questions with anything you do will help steer
you to the right actions and the right decision. Is it God’s will or

http://www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/5697


www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/5697

just a good time and something I want to do? And when you
read through the whole Bible, almost all of the stuffs centers on
that first one. The folk would not do what God said. They
wanted to do what they wanted to do and that stuff always
brought destruction. He gave them grace for a long period of
time but it brought destruction. God will or just a good time of
what I want to do? Servant or master? Do I want to wash
somebody’s feet and serve and be like Jesus or I just want to be
like the king and have everybody serve me?

Good question and these are some things we have to face and to
be honest no one in flesh ever stays fully on one side because
sometimes I go place, I didn’t want to be served. I just want
some good service. I wanted to -- bring me my food and stuff
and I just want a good service. So, there’s sometimes when we
are in the master’s seat but we have to always ask what is our
intention and when you ask yourself that about life in general it
will change your behavior, in long term or short term. The
ultimate long term is eternity. But even in this life that long
term and short term is still just as relevant. A lot of the things
that we do right now, they will have long term benefits or
consequences just based on those choices and sometimes we can
look at stuff and we tell right off the bat this is a short-term
satisfaction or a long-term problem.

So, always those simple choices. It is the power of intention. I
look back over George’s prayer, “Lord, let us not gain weight
with this food unless it is our intention.” That’s exactly what he
said. Unless it is our intention. Some of this stuff we go in it
knowing it’s going to mess us up. It’s our intention to get
messed up. You know, that’s what people used to say. I
remember when I was in college when folk will go and get high,
“Men, I’m going to get messed up tonight.” “I’m going to get
messed up tonight.” They literally said it. That was their
intention, was to get messed up and that’s exactly what is, “I’m
going to get messed up tonight.” It was their intention and it is
the power of intention. And everyone I’m thinking way on the
other side it was just a good time against God’s will, it was short
term, he had a long-term, negative consequences and every bit
of it was a problem.

Let us gain muscle if it is our intention. You can take in stuff
and depending upon what you do with it, it’s how it is
transformed. Let this food give us energy if it is our intention.
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The things around you can energize you or drain you. As I
began to just see this simple prayer and its larger spiritual
significance, I made a commitment in myself that every action,
let me ask myself, “What is my intention?”

And that’s why I throw the other bag of candy away the half
that was left. Some of you are like that. You already gone
through the half but you got half left. You can change. You got
half left. You got half a life left. So, even if you don’t mess up
the first half, you got half of life. That’s why Jesus came for the
second half. You got half left. It’s not too late.

00:20:00

You can still make a change. You can still change the effect and
you can change action. It’s the power of intention. With every
action ask yourself’ “What is my intention about this?”

We thank you for joining us today at Brothers of the Word
because brother you need the word. Amen, amen.

Automated Voice: You are listening to BrothersoftheWord.com. This was the
message titled “The Power of Intention,” by Nathaniel Bronner.
This message is member 5697. That’s 5697. To listen to over a
thousand free messages or to send this message number 5697 to
a friend, go to brothersoftheword.com. Listen to
brothersoftheword.com often because brother you need the word.

(Music Playing)
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