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Nathaniel Bronner: Giving has the power not just to help the other person, it 

does something to your own soul. 

 

Automated Voice: You are listening to BrothersoftheWord.com.  This is the message 

titled, “Thanks to the Obedient Givers” by Nathaniel Bronner.  

This message is number 5702.  That’s 5-7-0-2.  Listen to over a 

thousand free messages on BrothersoftheWord.com. 

 

(Music Playing:  00:00:21 - 00:00:49) 

 

 And now for 5702, Thanks to the Obedient Givers. 

 

Nathaniel Bronner: Amen, amen, amen.  The more I live, the more I am 

convinced without a shadow of a doubt that there is nothing 

accidental on the face of this Earth.  And as Pastor James 

mentioned when he contacted me about the Richardson 5, I was 

in Gary, Indiana, and I may have been standing in front of 2300 

Jackson Street, which is the home that the Jackson 5 grew up in. 

 

Very small house, and I was wondering how in the world did they 

rear -- I think they had eight children, because there’s the 

Jackson 5 and three sisters.  So, just how did they rear eight 

children in this little bit small house?  But it lets you know, it’s 

not the size of the house that makes a difference because I’ll be 

honest, it’s some hell coming out of these big old mansions.  So, it 

doesn’t matter about the size of the house that makes the 

difference and the quality of what comes out of the home. 

 

 So, I was standing there in front of that house and he mentioned 

-- and even as they sung, there’s nothing accidental.  Their very 

name, it begins with “rich” and it ends with “son.”  It’s no accident 

because of the message that I have to talk about today.  It begins 

with “rich” and it ends with “son”.  So, God even had a group of 

“together family”.  And see a lot of focus is word about ISIS.  What 

all of the Islamics and what all of the terrorists are going to do. 

 

 People, look, I haven’t dealt with a single case of where a terrorist 

has caused a bit of issue in your life.  Every one of the issues that 

you have is coming from folks close to you.  Most of it is coming 

from family.  Some of this stuff is coming from over there in the 

Mid East and all of that stuff.  We spend all of that time -- what 

are we going to do about ISIS?  ISIS is not the thing that’s going 

to destroy you.  It never has been, never will be. 
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The one that killed the most people in the United States, the Civil 

War, war among brothers, killed more folk than all of the modern 

wars put together.  So, when you understand reality in truth, the 

real danger of your lives is next to you.  It is not in some distant 

land.  The trouble and the turmoil that the vast majority of us 

deal with is close in.  And do you notice how beautiful it sounds 

when brethren dwell together in harmony?  It makes the sound 

that is pleasing unto God when brethren dwell together in 

harmony, rich sons. 

 

And today’s message actually was not on my schedule.  It’s not 

going to air on television because this is a message for half of the 

house.  I know, “Pastor, what do you mean half of the--?”  It’s a 

message for half of the house.  Not the whole house, half of the 

house, and let me explain how this came about. 

 

Every quarter, we have a board meeting of the church, of the Ark 

of Salvation.  And last Tuesday, we had the board meeting, and 

there at the board meeting, C. Elijah presented the financials for 

the church, and you have to keep church financials in mind 

because there’s 3,000 to 4,000 churches a week going out of 

business and the number one reason they go out of business is 

lack of money, because Georgia Power and the gas company don’t 

give a hoot about your religion.  If you don’t pay that bill, your 

lights will be off.  They don’t care about you preaching the Word 

of God.  If you don’t pay that bill, you’re going to have to shout 

real hard because your electricity will not be on. 

 

And sometimes, Christians don’t handle straight financial 

business.  That’s why there’s so many churches that go under 

because they don’t look at the finances, and I had told C. Elijah, 

“So, look.  You don’t know we had a huge influx of money a few 

years ago?  God had directed me to do some things that I did, but 

there’s a time when--,” then I said, “Look, we’ve got to bring our 

budget to where our outflow is less than our income.”  That’s 

bottom line.  I don’t care how religious you are.  You need to have 

your finances, simple as that. 

 

00:05:04 

 

So, C. Elijah presented the finances and I looked at the finances 

and what I saw was this.  I said, “Oh, my goodness.”  What I saw 

was this.  Excluding the year that we had the huge single sum 

that came into the church, it was a lot of money because we had 
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a member here who just came into a whole lot of money and they 

were tithers and they paid the tithes.  So, it was a whole lot of 

money but it was the exact amount that a prophet had spoken the 

church would receive about ten years early.  It was to the penny.  

To the penny.  And when he told me, I didn’t believe it.  I said, 

“Are you kidding me?  Man, that’s millions.  There’s no way we -- 

are you kidding me?  He said, “No.  Somebody’s going to give this 

amount.”  It was to the penny. 

 

That’s why I said there are no coincidences.  God knows the end 

from the beginning.  There are no coincidences.  So, excluding that 

year, I was looking over our 2015 giving record and I looked at the 

record, and I said, “Wow.  Last year was the highest giving 

amount in the history of the church and it exceeded the prior 

record by a good bit.”  Now, this is the point.  Most church-giving 

is down.  The income of most church folk is down. 

 

That’s one of the big things that politicians are talking about, how 

the average family has lost so much money in actual real income 

over the last few years.  Corporate raises had been very low.  Most 

haven’t gotten any in a long time so income has not gone up.  It 

has, in truth, gone down as a general average across America.   So, 

I am looking at the giving record to the Ark of Salvation.  Our 

membership has really not changed that much so it’s the same 

number of folk.  So, it’s the same number of folk but the same 

number of folk had somehow given much more money. 

 

Now, for that to have happened, one or two things had to happen.  

Either the folk made a lot more money or their spirit changed 

with their giving.  One of the two things happened.  And as 

Suzanne began to explain to me, she said, “Pastor, we have 50% 

of the Ark who gives extremely good.  They’re tithing.  They’re 

giving good because Suzanne is the one who enters all of the 

giving records so she knows what everybody gives.  She knows. 

 

She said we have 50% of the church who’s giving extremely good, 

and then she says we have 50% who don’t hardly give at all.  So, 

today’s message is actually targeted to those who are doing what 

God says do in the area of your giving and it’s simply called, 

“Thanks to the Obedient Givers.”  And God said, “Don’t talk to the 

folk who are not giving.” 

 

First of all, you all know who you are.  And Suzanne began 

naming out some names of people who gave and some people who 
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wouldn’t give.  I said don’t tell me anymore.  I do not want to know 

because I don’t want to look at folk funny because I am going to 

be -- now, I’m just straight because it makes a difference.  It 

makes a difference and if they tell you that this person is just 

giving a whole lot, you look at them different.  Then if they tell 

you, “That person hadn’t given a quarter,” you look at them 

different.  You just do.  I’m human just like you are.  So, yeah.  It 

makes a difference.  “Don’t tell me.  I don’t even want to know.” 

 

So, I am speaking today and God says, “Speak today to the folk 

who are obedient who have done what I told them to do.”  You 

know we, first of all -- I can’t even remember the last time.  I’m 

not sure I’ve ever given a sermon on offering.  I don’t think so.  I 

can’t remember it if I have.  So, you know that we don’t do a whole 

lot of hammering and preaching about offering and tithing.  You 

all know that.  For those of you -- you all know that.  As a matter 

of fact, we don’t even tell you to tithe.  What we tell you to do is 

this, bow your heads for ten seconds and you ask God what you 

should give. 

 

Now, if you don’t hear anything from God then the standard is 

10%.  So, if you don’t hear anything from God and the other thing 

is, I don’t know what God has told you.  God could have very well 

told you, “Don’t you put anything in the offering.” because I’ve 

been to churches and that has happened to me.  I was at one big 

conference when God said, “Don’t you put a penny in there” and I 

couldn’t.  I said, “That’s kind of wrong.”  He said, “Don’t you put 

a penny in here,” and I have learned that if I cannot be obedient 

when God tells me not to give, he said, “If you can’t be obedient 

when I tell you not to give, I can’t trust you with the money.”  And 

I didn’t understand why God told me not to put a penny in there.  

It wasn’t until years later, some stuff came and I understood.  

There was corruption running.  I understood why God didn’t want 

me to put a penny in there.  So, I don’t know what God speaks to 

you to give so I can’t judge that, and God may have just told you, 

“Look.  For this season, right now, don’t you put a penny in the 

church.” 

 

00:10:01 

 

So, you could have a big zero by your name and that could’ve been 

what God told you to do.  Now, I doubt it but it could be.  I’m just 

giving you the benefit of doubt.  I really doubt it.  I really, really 
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doubt it, but I don’t know because I don’t know how God -- well, I 

don’t know but it could be but I really doubt it. 

 

So, God wants me to talk today to the obedient givers, the 50%, 

the half who gave extremely well.  Now, first of all, I am really 

delighted about that 50%.  And you say, “Well, pastor, what about 

the other 50%?”  He told me “Don’t focus on them.”  And see, this 

is a way you need to learn how to do in your lives.  Focus on the 

good stuff because there’s always going to be folk who don’t do 

what they’re supposed to do.  I don’t care where you are or when 

you are, it’s always going to be that.  But I had to just research 

some stats and from the stats, God said, “I told you.  Don’t talk 

about them other 50.”  All right.  I’m not even going to mention it.  

I’m not even going to mention this so I’m going to try to be 

obedient.  Let me just scratch that off.  So, you’ll all have to look 

those stats up yourself.  I’m not even going to mention it because 

he said not to speak to or about those who are not giving. 

 

So, I want to talk to those of you, and you have done when you 

bow your heads for those ten seconds, you’ve either done what 

God has spoken for you to do or you didn’t hear anything and 

you’ve done what his Word said of the 10%.  And I want to ask for 

three testimonies from those who have been obedient.  Now, you 

know whether you’ve been obedient or not.  It’s simple as that.  I 

want to just ask right now for three.  It’s in the middle of the 

sermon, I know it, but the whole sermon is unusual. 

 

You had been obedient and you have just seen God’s working in 

your life, and sometimes it doesn’t even come in finances because 

blessings and curses, they come in about seven major categories 

of areas of life.  So, right now, if you have been obedient to what 

God has told you to do with this church -- you know, the song that 

they sang was “Tomorrow” and “You’d give your life”.  And I hear 

the song about, “I’d rather have Jesus than silver and gold.”  And 

you sing the song, “I’d rather have Jesus than silver and gold,” 

but Suzanne made a look at that rest and, “Wait a minute.  

They’re not putting in any silver or any gold.”  So in truth -- do 

you understand what I mean? 

 

If you had been obedient with what God has spoken to you -- 

where’s the microphone?  Got a microphone here?  I want three 

people come up, right quick.  There’s the three.  Now, you’ve been 

obedient now with what God has told you to do.  Amen.  And it’s 

with money, not time.  Money. 
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You know I wrote a Mountain Wings issue years ago, and it was 

from a pastor’s statement.  He said he’d never had a major issue  

with a person who tithed, and somebody wrote in to me and said, 

“I spend a lot of time in this church.  I don’t tithe.  I spent a lot of 

time in the church” and I said, “Man, you disqualified yourself 

right with your first statement.”  And he was trying to tell me how 

much time he spent in the church.  That ain’t what the pastor is 

saying.  The pastor said he’d never had problem with a tither.  He 

didn’t say he didn’t have a problem with the folk who were there 

all the time.  He’s never had a problem with a tither and this man 

wrote me with a long old explanation about why he had a problem 

with the pastor and why he wasn’t tithing.  Go ahead and give 

your testimony. 

 

Female 1: I have been giving even through being unemployed last year.  

Sometimes, I would say we don’t have enough but yes we did.  I 

didn’t want to give it at the time that I had it because I wanted to 

use it for something else.  So, I would just go ahead and give and 

blessings have just poured in. 

 

Last year, I didn’t have a job.  Now, I have the best job I’ve ever 

had.  I am so happy.  Money started showing up that I didn’t know 

was out there and I’m like, “Wow.  Where did this come from?”  

And so, I had to give back because I am so, so happy and blessings, 

as I said, have rolled in one by one.  Sometimes, numerous 

blessings I have just surprise me and shock me but I know it’s 

God, and if you try it too -- it may not be every Sunday that I put 

in my tithes but I try and save it up, and make sure that I give it 

here, and I’m telling you, it will multiply, and even come bigger 

than you ever imagined.  So, I just want to encourage everybody. 

 

Last Sunday or two Sundays ago, I was one of the ones who was 

holding one check for another time and then when pastor said he 

had been told for us to ahead and put it in, I put it, and guess 

what, I didn’t miss it.  Everything was paid.  Thank you. 

 

Nathaniel Bronner: That’s her husband.  Stand up.  Come here and stand with 

your wife. 

 

First of all, see, all stuff ain’t money.  Just turn around and see 

what kind of husband she’s got.  You see, all stuff ain’t money, 

and I’m not going to go into all of the details of on what I mean by 

that but all stuff ain’t money. 
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00:15:02 

 

Female 2: Good morning, Ark of Salvation.  I meant to tell this testimony 

actually for New Year’s but I was nervous.  I didn’t want to get 

up.  I’m kind of nervous now but this -- I’ll tell it. 

 

A lot of you know that you’re my Facebook friends, I recently got 

a car.  So, December 1st, I was in a little fender bender with this 

car and I said, “Wow.  Why did I get into an accident on December 

1st?”  I said, “This started on the first.  My year is going to end 

great.”  So I just went on, and it just dropped in my spirit in the 

middle of the month, “Go look at a car.  Go get a car.”  I said, “I’m 

going to try it.”  Someone posted up and said, they was -- worked 

for a car dealership, and he said, “Well, at the end of the year, 

come get a car.  Promote(ph) and come get a car.”  So, I said it 

again, “Okay.  I’ll try it and go get a car.” 

 

So, I went there a day after Christmas to get the car.  Well, to look 

at a car to try to get the car and one -- people who were behind 

me, they were denied and I said, “Oh, wow.  They’re really 

denied.”  And I know my credit score is not so good.  So, the guy 

came to me and he said, “Well, do you have anyone that can go on 

this car.  I’m just going to have to use the restroom.”  I said, “Wait, 

hold on.  Let me go use the restroom.”  And it was the truth.  I 

said “I have to use it.“ 

 

So, I went in there and I used the restroom.  I was the only one in 

there and I was washing my hands so I’m going to say a prayer.  I 

came back to the mirror and I said, “God, I’m going to give this up 

to you.”  I said a really good prayer.  I’m going to go -- but I said, 

“If this is your will, I know that you got me.” 

 

So, I went back out and the finance man called the salesman.  He 

said, “No.”  He said, basically like I wasn’t approved and then he 

called him back and then when he called him back, the finance 

man came back out and he said, “It must be your God.”  And I 

said, “Amen.”  And I knew he was talking about me.  I knew it.  I 

said, “I knew he was talking about me.”  And I kept telling the 

guy who kept speaking it.  I said, “We’re going to get this car in 

the name of Jesus.”  So I was joking but I was for real.  I’ve been 

joking with him because I didn’t want to say it real spiritual but 

I was real in the inside. 
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So, eventually, he came and told me, “You got the car” and I said, 

“Well, thank you.”  (00:17:21) and come to find out, I looked at my 

credit score.  Well, first of all, this is a brand new car.  Nobody 

ever had it.  I’m the first owner, 2015.  Nowhere in the garage said 

I should have had this car with a credit score of 523.  So, I knew 

it was God but that’s my testimony. 

 

Nathaniel Bronner: Amen, amen, amen, amen.  Did you notice she said 523?  

Where did I say I went?  I went to the Jackson 5 at 2300 Jackson 

Street. 

 

Female 3: I just want to say now I was raised to tithe and give and I still do 

even though I’m retired but it’s not what I was able to give when 

I was working.  And one year -- this was at a time when I was 

working two jobs and I built a sun room on to my house and when 

all of that was paid for.  Well, let me go back.  I’m very good with 

finances, so at the end of that year, I added up everything that I 

had spent that year and it came up to $10,000 more than I made, 

and I went through the figures three times and I was like, “Lord, 

I don’t understand how you can spend $10,000.00 more in a year 

than you make but you don’t owe any credit cards, no checks had 

bounced, anything else, and the Holy Spirit said it’s not for you to 

know.” 

 

In another time, I was going to another church and then I had 

decided, I had pledged to give extra to the building fund and when 

the time came -- my sister was living with me at that time.  After 

I had paid out everything and I paid out the new pledge and my 

tithes and all, it came up to where I didn’t have food money for 

that month and I put the pen down and started praying.  I said, 

“Well, Lord, I’m not going to take away what I pledged extra to 

pay but you have to make a way.”  And in the middle of that 

prayer, I got a tap on the shoulder and it was my sister because 

she had moved in with me and she wasn’t able to give me 

anything because she didn’t have a job.  And there was a tap on 

the shoulder and she put some money down on the dresser and I 

opened it, what she gave me, and it was exactly what the food 

money would come to for a month for the both of us.  And she said, 

“I’ll be able to give you that every month now.”  And I didn’t even 

get that prayer finished. 

 

And another time, after that $10,000 more than I spent, about 

five or six years later, I said, “Well, let me see if it’s still going on.”  

So, I added up everything at the end of the year and that year, it 
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came out I had spent $3,600.00 more than I had actually made.  

Still again, didn’t know any bills, no checks had bounced. 

 

00:20:04 

 

 So I figure it out at that time I didn’t go through it three more 

times, I just said, “Lord, thank you for people.”  So, for people who 

say they can’t afford to tithe.  I want you to know, I can’t afford 

not to tithe because God does and so -- 

 

Nathaniel Bronner: Amen, amen.  And I just heard God send three people who 

are in obedience to his words.  And you know every one of those 

who talked about miraculous.  The first testimony she gave me, 

she didn’t have a job and most people with a job still won’t give 

because they figure I need this money for something else.  You 

remember the skit the young people did?  The video that showed 

and it talked about the mother who’d taken the kids to all these 

classes, all these other stuff and finally (00:20:54) what about God 

stuff and we spent all of our time and all of our money on all this 

other stuff and we don’t prioritize the one who gave us everything. 

 

 I heard a pastor use this illustration.  He took his kids to 

McDonalds.  Got them all what they wanted and they had French 

fries and he asked his little child, could he have some of her 

French fries and she said, “No, these are my fries.”  And the daddy 

was sitting down thinking, “Wait a minute, I bought these fries 

for you.  You haven’t paid a penny for these fries.  You don’t work, 

and you won’t even give me a fry.” 

 

 God gave you the body, the mind, the breath.  He gave you 

everything and you said, “Eating my fries, that’s my money, I am 

not going to give you a percent of this money.”  When we prioritize 

God and I cannot logically explain it to you.  It’s just like she 

cannot logically explain how she spent more than she made and 

she had no debt.  She had no credit card bill.  It’s mathematically 

impossible so she couldn’t even figure out how she did it. 

 

 Sometimes, God can work some miracles in your world for it just 

does not seem possible.  And let me suggest to you those of you, 

God said, “I told you don’t talk to the half, okay, then you forget 

that.” He said, “Don’t talk to the half.”  So, let me talk to the half 

who are in obedience.  One of the things we’re going to do is to 

even augment our methodology of giving.  I want to put a kiosk in 

the foyer and some churches have it that are larger when you 
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basically have a credit card or a debit card, really debit card not 

credit card.  You shouldn’t pay your tithes with credit.  You ought 

to pay it with the money that you do have.  You pay everything 

else with credit. 

 

 But anyway, I want to put a kiosk simply because methodology is 

changing about the way people handle money and what the stats 

show, 75% of Americans write no more than one check per month.  

So people just don’t use checks anymore.  I don’t write checks.  I 

mean I don’t write checks for virtually anything even when I pay 

my Ark money, I send it online.  I don’t write checks.  So it is 

getting to the point of where three out of four Americans write no 

more than one check a month.  So the methodology is changing 

and even though we have the form that you can fill out on your 

offering envelope.  If everywhere else is modern, why do church 

got to be backwards?  You can go to the movie and swipe your 

card, you can go to McDonalds and swipe your card, you can go 

everywhere else and swipe your card but often when you come to 

church, you got to do it the old-fashioned way. 

 

 God’s house should not be behind with anything and it is not 

trying to get your money, it simply makes it easier for you to do 

the things that you ought to be doing and it just makes it easy.  

It’s the way I would want it done because I may be a little hesitant 

about putting all my card number on the stuff and it getting 

wronged.  You use a terminal like you use a terminal anywhere 

else and it makes it simple, it makes it easy and it brings us into 

the modern age for us to even give our money unto God.  So that’s 

one of the changes that I do want to implement.  Make us more 

electronically in tune with giving of the money that we should 

give unto God. 

 

 We heard some really miraculous stuff but miracles have been 

going on in my life for a very, very long time.  And I have even 

noticed in the last few years, I have to be very careful about the 

words that I speak.  I told you all I think last Sunday about the 

fellow Keith and I didn’t realize he had died, and I spoke he was 

dead.  He died almost while I was speaking.  So, I learned to be 

careful.  We had an incident at the beginning of the year with the 

company. 

 

00:25:00 

We have our meeting on Tuesdays, I was in the meeting and I told 

the people I said -- I said “The FDA is coming.  My company has 

http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/5702


www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/5702 

been in business 28 years, never been inspected by the FDA.  I 

said the FDA is coming.”  I said “I don’t know when but they’re 

coming.”  That was Tuesday.  They showed up Thursday.  Twenty-

eight years, they’d never been there.  They showed up Thursday 

and (00:25:22) you got to be careful what you speak.  They showed 

up Thursday, sent us through an exhaustive investigation and 

examination but everything came out fine.  The few changes that 

we have in the make are going to be beneficial for us but I learned 

from that, be real careful of what you speak because it’s having a 

habit of manifesting in my world. 

 

 And today, I want to speak a blessing over those who have been 

obedient and I want to speak that blessing at the end of this 

message.  Myself, Pastor James and Pastor C. Elijah, we’re going 

to speak blessings over those who have been obedient.  I see the 

power of giving in my own world.  I give a lot not just to this 

church but there are some organizations in the city where I’m 

either the top or at the top of givers in those groups.  Giving has 

a power not just to help the other person, it does something to 

your own soul but it brings a blessing back to you and it’s not just 

that the American population has seen a decrease in income most 

small and mid-sized companies have contracted over the last few 

years.  This month in the 28 years of the history of my company, 

it’s the largest month we’ve ever had, largest month of this 

season.  So last year was our biggest year ever in history. 

 

 So regardless of which way the economy is going, when you’re in 

covenant with God, it doesn’t matter where everybody is going 

and I knew back in 2007 when he had the huge stock market drop.  

It went down 777 points.  It sent the U.S. economy into a serious 

decline.  On that day, we got the largest order that we had ever 

received in the history of the company and I knew when I saw 

those two things, I saw the news about the huge 777-point drop 

and I was looking at the order that came in, it was absolutely 

record-breaking.  I knew it was a message from God.  The world 

is going one way, I’ll take you another way.  But if you don’t want 

to go the way of the world, you can’t do what the world does and 

that’s a part you have to understand.  I’m not telling you what to 

do.  I’m just telling you if you don’t want to go the way of the 

world, you can’t do what the world does. 

 

 So, we have been tremendously blessed and I’ve been blessed in 

every area of my life.  I just tell you, the Richardson’s -- I’m a rich 

son myself.  I wrote an article back when I was a teenager called 
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“Of Course I’m Rich.”  I did.  I wrote the Ark.  It was called “Of 

Course I’m Rich,” and I explained it because I had some wisdom 

even way back then because I understood that richness was not 

just money.  I’ve trained my kids in the five major areas of life 

and now the five major areas in life.  Money, number five.  It’s 

actually the last one.  Spirit is number one, not religion, spirit.  

Spirit is number one, health is number two, your relationship is 

number three, the fulfilment of your job is number four, what you 

do most of the time in your day.  Money number five.  And if you 

don’t have your spirit right, I don’t care how much money you got. 

 

 If you’re sick, you just can’t enjoy most of your stuff.  If you’re 

fussing and fighting all day long in your relationship, you can’t 

even enjoy your money or your health.  And if you got to go to a 

job everyday that you just can’t stand, you got issues.  Money is 

actually the least of all of the five major areas.  Now, it is 

important but it is not the all in all that people think it is and you 

see how when those get in covenant.  I’ve had pastors tell me they 

have never had to have serious issues with counseling with a 

tither.  I know tithers have issues.  I know they do.  They have 

problems but I’m just telling you what pastors have told me.  They 

say, they never had to deal with a serious issue with a true tither. 

 

 So whether or not that’s true all the way around -- because I’m a 

tither myself but I had no serious issue.  When I come to think of 

it, it doesn’t mean I have to have problems because you know I 

was laying up in the hospital a few months ago.  I’m just as happy 

as I could be.  I’m just as happy as I could be and I was.  And I’d 

never called it an accident, I never called it a problem.  So I have 

never had a serious problem.  Now, I’ve had some issues.  I’ve had 

some marvelous opportunities for challenge and development.  

Absolutely, but I have never had a serious issue in truth when I 

really go back and think about all of my life.  I’ve never had a 

serious issue at all but I’ve stayed in covenant. 

 

00:30:00 

 

I remember my mother, the church that we used to attend, and I 

was young.  And the church back then, they would publish the 

giving record for all of the members.  They would publish the 

thing.  So here only Suzanne knows.  Back then, that church, 

everybody knew.  And my mother looked at the list because you 

do know folk look at the list.  Folk look at that list.  So my mother 

looked at the list and my mother said, “Oh my goodness, 
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Nathaniel has given more than we have.”  And that’s what she 

told my daddy.  And I was like 20 years old, fresh out of college.  I 

was earning about $150 a week but I had given more. 

 

Now, I recognized it, and I did it from for Reverend Borders.  He 

made a statement.  He said this, he said, “Tithing is what God 

said to do and you got a choice, you either are going to do it or you 

ain’t going to do it.”  He said, “If you ain’t going to do it, don’t come 

up with all these excuses.  Just tell God, I ain’t going to do it.”  

Don’t be giving a whole lot of bunch of -- just tell God upfront, “I 

ain’t going to do it, God, I just ain’t going to do it.”  He said, “Either 

you go do it or you’re not going to do it.”  And I remember just as 

clear, it was one of those life-changing events.  I remember the 

sermon just as clearly and I remember the statement.  It’s God’s 

Word, “Either you’re going to do it or you’re not.  Don’t be -- just 

be man enough to say I ain’t going to do it.” 

 

 I made the decision then.  I said, “I’m going to do this thing.  I’m 

going to do this thing and I’m going to stick with it.”  Even when 

I left that church.  I went to another smaller church, still 

remained a tither.  My brother Dale started a church.  And I didn’t 

leave that church, I was split between the two.  I said -- I actually 

started double tithing.  Do you know what happened when I 

started double tithing?  My income doubled.  Stuff just happened.  

So I have seen it in my own world.  I have seen financial 

protection.  I have seen us go places that we just weren’t supposed 

to be.  And I knew it was because of the grace and the favor of 

God.  Now, we work hard.  We’re smart.  But there’s a whole lot 

of hard work and smart folk broke and out of business.  So I know 

that without question so it’s not a matter of brain, it’s not a matter 

of the diligence.  I see too many folk who got way more than what 

he have that can’t make it.  So I know it has to do with the grace 

of God. 

 

 So it was a decision that I made from just a pastor saying that.  

“It’s what’s God said, you just make up your mind.  You either go 

and do it, don’t even give me no whole bunch of excuses.”  And 

that’s what he said.  So from that point, from that life-changing 

event, I became from that day forward, a tither, giving unto the 

Kingdom of God.  And I don’t want to know who’s a giver in 

covenant doing what God tells you and who isn’t.  That’s between 

you and God.  And I will tell you this:  the church is going to make 

it whether you give or not.  I’ll just be honest with you.  God don’t 

need you.  You need God. 
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In case you don’t got priorities mixed up, and in case you have the 

gotten the order of things mixed up.  I may think I’m pretty 

important. My daddy used to tell me about this by running 

business.  He said, “Look son, no business is ever dependent on 

any one person because what you’re going to do if they die?  You 

ain’t going to go out of business.”  So I have never forgotten that 

point.  I need God!  I think He can make it without me.  You need 

God!  So don’t you think, “Well, if I don’t give to the Ark of 

Salvation, they’re going under”.  This is God’s church, it ain’t my 

church plus it ain’t going to affect my salary anyhow because I 

don’t get paid from the church at all, at all.  And that’s one excuse 

nobody can use in this church about the pastor getting all the 

money because the pastor gets no money.  So you can’t say that.  

A lot of folk merely -- oh he said “Don’t talk about it.”  Okay, all 

right.  Let me stay -- it’s hard to stay in obedience.  It’s hard to 

stay in obedience. 

 

 So, I want us to actually -- it’s a couple of things.  This is money.  

Now, it came out of my room, and what it is, it’s filled up with -- 

this is silver, copper.  It’s coins.  In the old days before paper 

money, all of the money was in coins.  And what I want to do is 

this.  I want us to pray over and bless these coins.  And I want 

those who are in obedience to what God has spoken to you, I want 

you to come and I want you to get some of these coins.  No more 

than five coins.  I’m going to get one quarter, one dime, one nickel, 

and two pennies.  I’m going to get 42 cents.  See, it doesn’t matter 

how much it is.  What matters is whether God blesses it.  Because 

God can take 42 cents and turn that into 42 million.  He can bless 

it and if you got 42,000, he can take that and turn it into 42 cents.  

So it doesn’t matter how much it is, it matters whether or not it 

is blessed by God.  Now, we’re going to pray over this because I 

don’t want anyone feeling bad -- 

 

00:35:00 

 

 -- because those who are not in the 50% who are obedient, I don’t 

want folk looking to see who comes up here and get money 

because you know that folk will look.  Because I’ll be honest, 

brother, I would look.  I would look just as sure.  So what I’m going 

to do, we’re going to pray over this, and I’m going to take this and 

put it in Suzannes’ office.   Suzanne’s office, when you go out of 

these double doors on the left, it’s the first door on the left.  So you 

will go in there and get whatever you want, up to five coins.  And 
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they will be prayed over and anointed and it’s going to anoint the 

actual money itself.  And we’re going to just pray for a blessing 

over your money for those who’ve been obedient.  Because I just 

can’t pray for who ain’t --.  It’s not what God led me to do.  “But 

Pastor, (00:35:44)”.  “No.”  This is for the people who have been 

obedient and it’s hard for God to bless disobedience.  So this is for 

the people who have been obedient to what God has spoken.  And 

it’s also for those who make the decision to be obedient from today 

forward.  That’s why the song that they sung was so significant.  

“Because tomorrow may very well be today.” 

 

 So it’s for two categories.  Now, you can’t jive God.  You can’t jive 

God.  So if you really don’t mean this, do not walk into Suzanne’s 

office because she knows how much you give.  So don’t walk into 

Suzanne’s office tomorrow, “I’m going to give great, Suzanne.”  

And you don’t really mean it.  Don’t walk in if you don’t really 

mean that.  You can’t jive God.  You can’t steal a blessing.  God 

knows your heart and if you haven’t got your heart right, don’t 

you dare partake of this because that thing will be like the folk 

who touch what they weren’t supposed to touch and they brought 

a curse.  If you’re not 100% certain you’re going to do this thing, 

your heart is really made up for it, don’t fool with it.  So this is 

what God has led me to do today, it’s to bless those who have been 

obedient under His Word.  Not particularly tithing but obedient 

in terms of what He told you to give, simple as that.  And that’s 

fundamentally it. 

 

 So I’m going to ask now and I ask each one of us to pray with 

particular areas over our strengths.  I asked Pastor James to pray 

with them for wisdom, insight, ingenuity and diligence because I 

see in business those are his qualities that he has.  He has great 

wisdom.  He has insight in how to see things and what they can 

be and the ingenuity and then he has the diligence to get it done.  

I asked C. Elijah -- he’s even preaching a series now, dealing with 

this.  I asked him to pray for you, for the words of your mouth and 

the favor of God.  C. Elijah’s just been preaching about God’s favor 

and you need some favor with some stuff.  You really, really do.  I 

remember once, God told me this.  He said, “Actually, Pastor 

James --“.  Because James and I, we talk a whole lot.  He said “His 

judgement is actually harsher than yours but he’s more politically 

correct.”  And I told him that and I said, “I might need to work on 

my political correctness because sometimes I can’t say stuff.”  He 

said, “Well you have a prophetic anointing, and they kill all those 
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prophets.  The prophets were not politically correct.  They were 

truthful.” 

 

And that’s why Nathaniel in the Bible was a man who had no 

guile.  I just have a tendency to tell stuff like it is.  I don’t 

sugarcoat it too much.  I just tell it like it is.  I do smooth it over 

somewhat but I’m a lot rougher than a lot of folk.  And I 

recognized that and it’s the way God made me and it is the 

prophetic mouth.  You ever read what I’m prophesying?  That is 

why they kill -- the Word of God is powerful and cutting like a 

two-edged sword.  So the true Word of God cuts, dividing asunder.  

It ain’t just pleasantness moving easy.  “Oh baby, they -- you.  

Yeah, babe.”  I know -- no, I’m going to say “Low down rascal, you 

need to change that stuff.”  The word of God is tough sometimes.  

It’s tough most of the time. 

 

 So, I am sometimes a little straightforward with some things.  

That’s why I want to take these and put it back in Suzanne’s office 

because I don’t want anyone embarrassed.  Because you know 

whether you’ve been in covenant with what God told you to give 

or not.  You know that.  And like I said, “If He hadn’t spoken to 

you, you know the standard is 10%.”  So you know, and Suzanne 

-- you know and Suzanne know what you just(ph) is on the record.  

So you and Suzanne know what you’ve given.  So it’s going to be 

in Suzanne’s office.  So when you go in there to get your coins out 

of Suzanne’s office, Suzanne’s going to look at you and Suzanne’s 

going to know.  And she’s a lot more politically correct than I am 

too.  And Suzanne may look at you and say, “Well you know, I’m 

not sure that your record exactly matches that you’re in covenant 

with what God may have been telling you to give.”  Instead of 

saying, “You rascal, you know you ain’t putting no money in this 

church.  What are you doing in here?”  So, you may have to tell 

Suzanne because she knows your record, that from this day 

forward, you have made a decision to do what God has told you to 

do.  It’s as simple as that.  And people, we have all kinds of 

financial and money issues that we want God to solve. 

 

00:40:05 

 

All these troubles, we want God to solve and you owning a record.  

I said, “Oh.”  Let me get off the half.  Let me get off the half.  

Anyway, so I’m going to ask first Pastor James and I want to do 

it this way.  I’m going to sit this money up here and I want him to 

pray where the blessing flows over the money and it flows over 
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you.  Money is not everything.  It’s not even the major thing, but 

it is something or get me wrong about that.  It is something, and 

it was one of the first major areas of the blessings and curses.  It 

was the first one because he talked about “I will bless crops, your 

food, your cattle, that was all of your money and your material 

stuff.”  So, it is something, it’s not everything but it is without 

question something.  And it was the thing that had the Pharisees 

(00:40:56).  They are lovers of money.  It had the preachers -- 

that’s the thing they love more.  They love money more than the 

Word of God. 

 

 I’m glad to see Brother EJ Hicks here.  EJ Hicks -- stand up 

brother Hicks.  He’s a tall man, not just tall in statute but he’s 

tall in the Word of God.  He runs a hair care company.  He has 

Hicks Transformation.  It’s called Edges Gel.  All of you who have 

heard of that product, raise your hand.  Do you know it’s the 

number one product in the beauty and barber supplies in this 

country?  When you talk to brother Hicks, he does not talk about 

his product.  Do you know what brother Hicks talks about?  Jesus.  

That’s exactly what he talks about.  So, I know without question.  

See when somebody’s preaching is when you get him alone and 

you’re talking casually.  That’s when you can tell what’s really in 

their heart.  He didn’t talk about business.  He didn’t talk about 

money.  He talks about what he can do for the Kingdom of God.  

So, he’s genuine but look at how God has blessed his money.  

That’s his wife sitting there next to him.  Stand up.  Like I said, 

“All the blessing is not just in money.”  It’s not just in money. 

 

 And I talked with him a couple of days ago, he had just bought a 

huge 40-foot van and he’s rocking it with both Jesus all around it.  

See people, this is what I’m talking about.  When you do what you 

supposed to do for God, he blesses all of the areas of your life.  So, 

if there are areas that are not blessed -- ask yourself, “Am I doing 

what I’m supposed to do in the Kingdom of God?”  And if you got 

a no to that, that may be some of the problem.  As a matter of fact, 

now let me rephrase that.  There are some of the problem -- so, 

Pastor James, I’m going to ask you to come now and I want you 

to pray, just get down on your knees, stretch out your hands so 

that it covers this money and so that it covers the people. 

 

And I want you to pray the four things.  Wisdom, insight, 

ingenuity and diligence and whatever God lays upon your heart.  

Then after that, Pastor C. Elijah will come and he’ll pray the 

words of their mouth and the favor of God because you got to 
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speak it but it’s just not speaking it.  That’s why, first, you got to 

have some of that wisdom, insight, ingenuity and diligence.  You 

got to work some of this stuff.  So, I want you to just begin with 

that and I’m going to pray whatever flows over it.  And after this, 

I’m going to take this.  It’s going to Suzanne’s office. 

 

The other thing that we’re going to have today is we’re going to 

take family pictures for 10 families who are in obedience with 

their money and this house of God.  So, downstairs in the 

photograph room for 10 families.  When you go to get your coins 

and a family is anyone of two or more.  So, even if it’s just husband 

and wife.  A family is two or more.  If you’re in covenant with what 

God has told you to do with your money in this church, I want you 

to tell you Suzanne -- I want to take family pictures when you go 

in.  We’re going to do it to a maximum of 10 and all this stuff God 

spoke about taking the pictures like six weeks ago and I didn’t 

realize it was going to be this -- he reveals stuff to your piece by 

piece by piece by piece.  But I just believe we’re heading for some 

great stuff for those who are in obedience to God’s Word.  So, 

Pastor James if you would (00:44:11) but not in money. 

 

Pastor James: Amen.  Let us pray.  Heavenly Father, I pray all over this money 

and over your people, oh Lord.  I pray wisdom, I pray insight, oh 

Lord.  I pray ingenuity and I pray diligence, oh Lord.  I pray, oh 

Lord, that you’ll give them the wisdom, oh Lord, to not to just to 

know what to do, oh Lord, but how to do it, oh Father.  I pray, oh 

Lord, that you’ll give them insight, oh Father, that they will be 

able to look beyond the facts, oh Lord, and see the significance, oh 

Father.  Lord, I pray for ingenuity, oh Lord, that they’ll see 

problems, oh Lord, and you will birth with them their spirits, oh 

Lord.  Solutions, oh Lord, that will make money, oh Lord, for 

themselves and their companies, oh Lord.  And I pray diligence, 

oh Lord, that you’ll allow them to do day in and day out, oh Lord, 

those things that need to be done first, oh Father. 

 

00:45:03 

 

That you will not let distractions, oh Lord, keep them from doing 

the needful things, oh Lord, that will do things that others are not 

willing to be diligent on, oh Lord.  Therefore, they will have things 

that others don’t have, oh Lord.  So, Lord, we pray for wisdom, we 

pray for insight, we pray for ingenuity and we pray for diligence 

over your people.  In the name of Jesus, we pray.  Amen. 
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C. Elijah Bronner Father, we just give you thanks Lord.  Thank you so much for this 

opportunity to honor the covenant that you have with us Lord 

through our giving and we’re just so grateful to be recipients of 

your favor Lord and your blessings.  Thank you for your wonderful 

people, Lord, and the hearts that you’ve touched and they made a 

decision to honor you, Lord.  And we just thank you for this time 

of covenant Lord and we pray your favor, your favor.  I pray that 

you will crown them with favor.  Surround them with favor and 

Father, we just thank you so much that you crowned this year 

with your favor.  Your favor lasts a lifetime and we just thank you 

that this was a year of your favor.  And Father, we just thank you.  

I pray over the words, Lord, that we will speak the right words 

out of our mouths, Lord, over our lives, over our finances and 

Father we just thank you Lord that we’ll speak the blessing.  We’ll 

speak the blessing and not the curse. 

 

 Father we will speak life, Lord.  We will speak your word.  We 

will speak in line with your word, God.  We will speak in line with 

the covenant that you’ve made with us, that we are the head and 

not the tail.  That we are lenders and not borrowers.  Lord, that 

we are blessed coming in and going out.  Lord, that you bless our 

basket and our storehouse.  Father, we just thank you and we 

speak the blessing, Lord, and we will keep it in our mouths in 

honor of your word, in honor of the covenant.  And we thank you 

for being so good and gracious in our lives, in Jesus name, amen. 

 

Nathaniel Bronner I am just going to speak what I heard God speak to me then.  No 

less, no more.  But first, let me get my money.  I’m going to get 

quarter, a nickel.  It’s a lot of money.  This thing is heavy too. A 

dime and two pennies.  No more than five coins.  You don’t have 

to get five, you can just get one.  But as I was sitting there, I heard 

God speak this, “Tell them those who have been obedient to my 

word that I said, thank you.” 

 

For some, today may be a life-changing event and you may move 

from not listening and disobedience to being in covenant and in 

obedience to God’s word of what he has spoken unto you.  That 

choice as it always has been is in your hands.  I’m going to ask  

C. Elijah to come and close this out.  He is the author of the book 

and actually, it is the number one selling book in units of our 

books.  He’s the author of the book, “Seven Ups, Seven Downs.”  

The seven things that rich people do and the seven things that 

poor folk do.  And how to turn your finances around.  So, I’m going 
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to ask him to pray over the offering today and close us out for 

today. 

 

C. Elijah Bronner: Praise God.  Give Pastor Nathaniel a hand.  We suddenly 

appreciate his obedience and the charge, and we just are grateful 

for what God has shared with us on today.  And we’re just so 

blessed to have so many wonderful, wonderful givers.  This is a 

church of givers.  I have noticed over the years as he said we 

haven’t talked a lot about tithing or giving and it seems like the 

less we have talked about it, the more you have given.  And so, 

we’re just richly blessed and I said, “Man, we have people that 

really love God, people that really honor God.”  And we are 

grateful and we thank God for you, and may God’s blessings 

continue to just rule in your lives.  And we’re just so grateful and 

we’re thankful for those who will make a decision today to make 

the change and the transformation in your lives. 

 

God does honor his word and tithing is the only place in the bible 

where God says, “Prove me, test me, test me.”  He invites us to 

put him to the test.  “Prove me herewith your tithes and 

offerings.”  And see when I open the windows of heaven for you 

out of blessing, you don’t have room enough to receive and he 

rebukes the devourer for our sake.  So, this is so powerful.  This 

is such a powerful message.  This is a powerful moment and it’s a 

time for us to celebrate the goodness of God and to embrace the 

wonderful covenant that he has extended to us.  Let us pray.  

Father, we just love you so much, Lord. 

 

00:50:01 

 

And we just give you thanks, Lord.  Thank you for this wonderful 

day and this wonderful opportunity to be in your presence.  Thank 

you for your grace, your goodness and your love.  Lord, we thank 

you for the covenant that we have with you and we thank you for 

this opportunity to give and so in the Kingdom of God, thank you 

for bringing the return to our lives.  Thank you for blessing us and 

all of life, Lord.  We’re just so grateful.  Thank you for your mercy.  

Thank you for your grace.  Thank you for carrying us even when 

we didn’t deserve, even when we didn’t care, Lord.  You still care.  

You were still merciful.  You were still gracious.  You were still 

good to us.  And so Lord, we just honor you today and Lord, we 

just thank you and we recommit in our hearts to honor you and 

to put you first in every area of life.  And Lord, we are just so 
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grateful.  In Jesus name we pray.  Let every heart say, Amen, 

amen, amen. 

 

Automated Voice: You are listening to BrothersoftheWord.com.  This was the 

message titled, “Thanks To The Obedient Givers” by Nathaniel 

Bronner.  This message is number 5702.  That’s 5-7-0-2.  To listen 

to over a thousand free messages or to send this message number 

5702 to a friend, go to BrothersoftheWord.com.  Listen to 

BrothersoftheWord.com often because “Brother, you need the 

Word.” 

 

(Music Playing:  00:51:21 - 00:51:28) 
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