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Nathaniel Bronner: Faith changes things. If we only
believe, but it’s not that easy.

Female: You are listening to brotheroftheword.com. This is Part 4 of the
series titled, “The Whole Armor of God” subtitled “The Shield of
Faith” by Nathaniel Bronner. This message is number 5707,
that’s 5707. Listen to over a thousand free messages on
brothersoftheword.com.

(Music Playing: 00:00:25-00:00:53)

And now for 5706, The Whole Armor of God Part 4, The Shield
of Faith.

Nathaniel Bronner: Welcome to Brothers of the Word because brother, you
need the word. And we have been in the middle of a series
called “The Whole Amor of God” Part 1, sermon number 5704,
The Utility Belt of Truth. Part 2, number 5705 The Breastplate
of Righteousness. Part 3, number 5706, Boots of the Ground
and today Part4, sermon 5707, The Shield of Faith.

And the series comes from Ephesians Chapter 6 beginning at
the 10th Verse. “Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord,
and in the power of his might. Put on the whole armour of God,
that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For
we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against
principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness
of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.
Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may
be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to
stand. Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth,
and having on the breastplate of righteousness; And your feet
shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace; Above all,
taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench
all the fiery darts of the wicked.”

In Matthew Chapter 17 Verse 20. “Jesus says, you don’t have
enough faith Jesus told him. I tell you the truth. If you had faith
even a small as a mustard seed, you could say to this mountain,
‘Move from here to there and it would move. Nothing would be
impossible.” The shield of faith. Now, Paul, in his writings, he
used the events of the day. Paul was a Roman citizen and when
used the armor, he actually was referencing the armor of a
Roman soldier. And used real warfare scenarios. See, when
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Paul says, the shield of faith, so that it would quench the fiery
darks of the wicked, he was really talking about not warfare, so
much in the spiritually nature. He was talking about physical
warfare.

What they had in that day, they had a shield. And the shield,
there were several types. There, was first of all a little bitty
shield. The little bitty shield was a round shield that you clamp
on to your arm. It’s about 18 inches in diameter and you use
that shield to parry with swords and that type of thing, but it’s a
small shield. That shield was commonly called a buckler.

So, when you read in the Bible, the shield and the buckler. The
buckler was a little bitty shield, but there is another shield that
so much larger shield and the shield that he talks about in
Ephesians. That shield actually it’s the word (00:04:15) which
basically means door. That shield was the big shield. That
shield was about two and a half to three feet wide and about 44
and a half feet tall. Now, in that day, that was as tall as the
average man. Man, these days are much taller than they were
back in the first century.

Back then, folk were really, really, really, really, really, really
short. They’re about five feet. So, a four and a half foot shield
covered up the whole men when he was crutching down. So,
they had these shields. The shields were made out of wood, but
when they would go against the enemy, the enemy would often
shoot arrows or darts and they would take the arrows and darts
and they would put tar and peach on them and light them.

00:04:59

So, when they shot the arrow, the arrow would hit the shield of
a dart would hit the shield, it’ll be on fire, but the shield was
made out of wood. So, you’ve got a fiery dart or fiery arrow
hidden in your wooden shield. It set the shield on fire. So, if
the shield got caught on fire, the soldier couldn’t fight because
now he had to deal with a shield on fire, it messed him up. So,
what the Roman soldiers would do before they would go into
battle, they would take their shields and soak them in water, so
the wood became water log with wood, so when the arrow or the
dart hit the shield, the shield was wet and it would quench the
arrow or the dart.
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And that’s what Paul meant by quenching the fiery darts of the
wicked. And there are some accounts in the ancient literature
where Roman soldiers would go against an enemy and one
soldier after a battle counted 220 darts in his shield. So, you
needed that shield to literally quench the fiery darts of the
wicked. And we need those shields today, the shield of faith.
And see, Rome was a tough enemy. And they would have those
shields and the man on front line would lock their shields
together and then the men on the line behind they will come
behind them and take their shields and put it above their head.

So, what you have was a solid wall of shields front and top that
basically you couldn’t get through. And it was called the
phalanx and the phalanx would sometimes with the Roman
army be up to a mile wide. And the enemy could do nothing
with it because they had these door size shields. And I actually
was going to use as a prop today. A door and it’s sitting right
outside, but the thing about it when I got ready to bring the door
in, they had in on hand truck and I went to pick the door up
that thing was about a 150 pounds.

And I’m trying to pick to this big old heavy wooden door. I said,
who did they think I am, Josies? And I could lift the thing. So,
but they called that shield the door and often it is so emblematic
in life that the opposite of faith is fear and both of them are
doors. Jesus says, if you got enough faith, nothing is impossible.
Enough faith you can open any door and I honestly believe that.
I really, really, really, really do.

And Jesus say, if you have faith, the size of a grain of mustard
seed and we brought mustard seed in, it’s a small grain. If you
have faith the size of a grain of mustard seed, you can say that
this mountain be thou removed and be thou cast into the seed
and you’ll do it and if you understand physics. And you
understand the law of E equals MC squared. The energy in any
substances equal to its mass times the speed of light squared.

If you understand that, you understand that even a grain of
mustard seed converted into pure energy and with a nuclear
explosion, you only convert about 1% of than mass into pure
energy and that’s a nuclear explosion. So, if you could convert
all that grain of mustard seen into pure energy, literally you
could blast mount Everest into the ocean. So, anyone who
understand the true science behind it understands.
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If you got faith, the size of a grain of mustard seed, you can
move a mountain. The shield of faith opens doors and it keep
certain door shut that should not be opened. Faith changes
things. If we only believe, but it’s not that easy. I believe that
yes you can walk on water. I just don’t know anybody who can. I
absolutely believe if you can get your faith high enough, you can
literally walk on water. I just don’t know anyone who can do it,
but I do believe that it is absolutely possible. I believe the mind
and the spirit has enough power to command the things in this
earth to obey our will if you can only believe. Anyone here who’s
a doctor or who studies medicine, understand the placebo effect?

The placebo effect basically says, that with 40% of patients, if
you give them a pill that’s in earth meaning, there‘s nothing in
it. It would relieve pain in 40% of the folk. Their pain will go
away. Pill did nothing, they just believe the pill would do
something. I told you the story years ago, where pharmaceutical
company came to me with their hair growing medicine and I ask
to see the study. What I found was that when they gave the
placebo. The placebo grew hair about 35% of the cases, the
medicine only added about another 11% to 15%. I said, wait a
minute, the placebo is three times more effective than the
medicine. I said, “you mean to tell me that when man believe
their hair will grow, it grows?”

00:10:00

People I read the study. I mean, a man believe in his hair will
grow, just faith makes hair pop out on your head. Now, this is
no exaggeration. This is absolute scientific fact, the placebo
worked better than the actual medicine all of because of belief.
So, if you have faith, the size of a grain of mustard seed nothing,
nothing. Jesus says, “Nothing is impossible to you”.

Abraham Heschel said, faith like Jobs cannot be shaken because
it’s the result of having been shaken. Do you know when God
has brought you through some stuff? You can shake your face.
See, I’m a scientist. My background is chemistry and I’m very
logical, very scientific. I cannot prove God to you. I can’t prove it.
I’ve had a lot of miraculous things happened in life. I cannot
prove the existence of God to a non-believer. Can you do it?
Can you do it? There’s no logical argument. There’s no scientific
argument that I can give. I cannot prove the existence of God to
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a non-believer.

God had to prove himself to me. Stuff went happening. I begin
to hear and the things I began to hear started to come through.
So, I knew that there was something else beyond me. I had to go
to experience and no one could’ve convinced me. No one could’ve
proven it, but God himself. And sometimes, people, we just got
to go through some things before we’re going to have faith. C.
Elijah ask me right before service, it was unusual because he
brought me a glass of water. I normally don’t drink water before
service. I have a jug he filled with water. I didn’t bring this
water out to drink. I just brought out to show you faith. Well,
pastor what does a jug of water have to do with faith?

Well, I’m about to tell you. C. Elijah mentioned that we came
from Australia yesterday, we were basically in (00:12:06) for 24
hours and we were in Los Angeles at LAX, getting ready to take
a flight back to Atlanta. We were there at the gate and the lady
said, “The plane is not leaving from this gate, it’s going to leave
from another remote gate, so you're going to take a bus.”

Now, C. Elijah an I had just got to eating. We ate at this
vegetarian restaurant. I had a nice vegie plate and then I had
16-ounce of juice. Then I had a 33 ounce of one liter of water.
So, as we’re getting ready to get on the bus. I said, let me just go
ahead and drinking this water, I’ll just use the bathroom once I
get on the plane. So, I had 16 ounces of juice and I went ahead
and drank the liter of water. So, this is how much water I had
in my system as I was walking to the gate to get on the bus to go
to the plane. So, got on the bus. The bus literally took 15
minutes to get to the plane. I’m saying to myself, it was the
longest ride. Where is this plane? So, the bus literally took 15
minutes to get to the plane.

So, I got his 50 ounces of water right around in my bladder. So, I
said, by the time we got to the gate of his little house at least
they got a bathroom. I used the bathroom before I get on the
plane. When no bathroom any way inside any kind of plane. I
said, “My goodness”. I said, I just have to wait until I get on the
plane. So, you know how there's a long line going down the car
to get on the plane. So, I got on the plane, I had to wait
everybody, I said, “Let me run back and use the bathroom before
we take off.”
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I got back all about for what? Now, I got these 50 ounces of
water, really starting to rumble around in my system. This is a
thing, people you see, I had planned to use the bathroom the
middle I got on the plane because that’s normally the way it
work you can go right and use the bathroom. Stuff don’t always
work out like you think of. Life has some changes and it has
some twist that can put some pressure on you. Do you
understand that?

Life has some stuff sometime just the best lay plans of my
(00:13:59) and it could put some pressure on you. So, I get back
to the bathroom on the plane they got two bathrooms. They got
the red thing that said, occupied. I knew nobody could’ve been
in there, but it was locked and then, there was a note on it that
says, “Bathrooms are not in operation on the ground and will be
unlocked when we reach an altitude of 10,000 feet.”

I said, “Oh, my goodness” that’s so --. So, then I am never seen
that before anywhere. So, I’m sitting there with this big amount
of water rumbling around in my system, took my sit. The plane
was already late. It was supposed to have left at 9:57. By the
time I sat down in my seat, it was 10:40. So, they said the plane
was going to leave at 11:00. I said, 11:00 said, “Whoa, boy that’s
another 20 minutes” and then by the time we hit 10,000 feet and
that’s going to be another -- that’s 30 minutes. That’s a long
time now. I don’t know about that, but all this water rumbling
around in my system. So, 11:00 hit that’s 20 minutes later.

00:15:01

Pressure is really starting to build because I got all this water
rumbling around in my system. So, 11:00 hit door still open on
the plane. I said, when this thing going to take off? It’s time to
go. 11:05 door still open. I said, Lord I got to use the bathroom
now. I got to go to the bathroom. See, sometimes, people, this not
sophisticated, but this one something everybody can relate to. I
don’t care how educated. I don’t care how rich you are. I don’t
care how sophisticated you are. Everybody at one point, you got
to go to the bathroom. I had to go to the bathroom.

So, I had about four or five flight attendants on the flight. I
heard God speak, ask this lady right then. And so, anyway, I
didn’t ask the lady when she went by, but there was another
male stewardess, so when he came by. I said, “Excuse me” I
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said, “Are there any other operational restrooms on the plane or
perhaps something in that” the other man he was just mean
said, “No”. They announce to you why he was waiting area there
will be no bathrooms on the plane until we reach 20,000 feet.
And I’m saying to myself, 20,000 feet, the sign said 10,000 feet
that’s another 10,000 feet beyond, I said, “My goodness”.

So, anyway I’m sitting there, I’m really starting to get into some
pressure here. So, it hence about 11:15, door still open. The pilot
comes on and says, “I am sorry to inform you, but we are waiting
on the co-pilot to show up” I said, “My goodness” I got all this
water running around in me and this man tell I’m waiting on
the co-pilot. Then about 11:20 comes and he says, “The co-pilot
has appears, he just made it to the terminal” I said, “Just made
it to the terminal” so I was in bad shape.

And I remember what God told me. He said, ask that lady. So,
I said, “Excuse me” I said, “I really got to use the bathroom, is
there any bathroom anywhere?” And she says, “I'm sorry but
those are the rules” and she walk on by. I said, “Lord, that
didn’t do mean one better good, you told me to ask this lady” and
then lady’s walk had been left me sitting here and it’s tight.

She came back about two minutes later. And she bent down and
whisper she said, listen, she says, “I’m not supposed to do this,
but I’m going to unlock the door for you” she said, but you
cannot flush. I said I ain’t going to flush, you don’t worry about
that. I didn’t --. So, I don’t care just let me in that there, but I
will not flush. So, she back in and I got up and followed her to
the back, she had this special little key. She opened the
bathroom. I turned around and look behind. It was seven, folk
behind me.

So, my point is this, God will see you through any type that you
are in, but you must obey his voice. He will take you through,
leech you through, guide you through, but you must obey his
voice. And see, the shield of faith is the belief that God controls
everything and that’s why I don’t worry about anything or
where I go. If the reason I wore this shirt today, the shirt it
relates to what God spoke to me when I was 58, two years ago
and he said, “You’re half way”, so Lord that’s 116.

I was at a business function about a month ago and there was
person there who had a prophetic anointing and they looked at

http://www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/5704


www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/5707

me at they said, “You’re going to live a long time” and so, I see
98, 99 or 100 say 110, say 120. I say no 116. And they say,
“Wow, I’m here in the spirit 118. I said, not only that I’m
hearing that. You will not only live that long, but you will live a
full and vibrant life up until the last 10 seconds. So, I had that
printed on a t-shirt until the last 10 seconds. Now, I have faith
in God’s word, but I have to do what God has told me to do.

See, Abraham is the father of faith and now I don’t have time to
go through with it now, but then the verses that deal with
Abraham and how Abraham, it was outside of law and how God
just graced Abraham and gave him this favor all that’s
absolutely true, but Abraham was obedient to God’s word. Do
you know how much stuff God told Abraham? God told
Abraham get him, leave your keen for, do you go over and
Abraham got up and went. Abraham was an obedient man.
Abraham was an industrious man.

When Abraham went to rescue Lot, Abraham took with him 318
fighting men off his staff. This made out a company that had
318 man in it who will fight as not counted the rested for. So,
Abraham was an industrious man. Abraham wasn’t just lying
around, sitting around. So, when God chose Abraham, he chose
a man who was obedient and a man who was industrious.

And he said, with this kind of man, I can make a nation out of
him and he chose the man when God had given him the son had
enough faith to where God says give me back what I have given
you and Abraham had the knife getting ready to kill Isaac. And
too many of us when God said, give me back 10% of what I have
given you. So, shield of faith, but faith has with a corresponding
action. If I had never asked the lady God told me that. See,
God put in on that lady’s heart to have mercy on this man who’s
in this tight.

Sometimes, folk, you just need mercy. You don’t need justice,
you need mercy. I don’t need a man telling me about the
announce. I don’t even hear the announcement. I didn’t need
justice. I didn’t to know what the rule was. I didn’t need the
law, I needed mercy.

So, there are times when you just need mercy, but the shield of
faith will take you through so much. First of all, the shield of
faith and understanding that it is God who rules and super
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rules over everything, it keeps you out of some stuff because the
shield of faith will keep you from opening certain doors that are
meant to remain shut. And if we learn and if we follow and we if
we do, there are blessings that’ll come upon us and disasters
that are be kept from our door.

And so much of life is, so like this that we go through within and
we go through our trials and our tribulations and our strains in
our battles and our faith get stronger as we overcome every
obstacles. Viktor Frankl said “a weak faith is weakened by
predicaments and catastrophes, but a strong faith is
strengthened by them.” In everything I go through, I come out
with a stronger faith.

And sometimes God will have to literally send us through some
things so that our faith becomes stronger. We have a family
dinner today and there’s one family member who is sponsoring,
who’s going to pay for all of the dinner and they told me I said, I
don’t mind paying of the dinner, but what I do have an issue
with is folk will say they’re coming and don’t show up and I paid
for the dinner and they don’t have the decency to show up.

That’s a dinner can you imagine how Jesus feels? I pay for that
salvation and they don’t a decency to show up and take
advantage of what I've given my life for. The shield of faith will
protect us through so much. It equips the fiery darts of the
wicked and it will carry us through life. It will get us out of
tights and it will bring us favor ye even fortune throughout this
life and beyond.

Bow your heads. Dear Heavenly Father, we just thank you. We
praise your name and we thank you for all you have done and
the son that you sent. Let us be at that dinner table to partake
of salvation and thy son Jesus’s name we pray. We thank you
for joining us today at brothers of the word because brother, you
need the word. Amen, amen, amen.

Female: You are listening to brotheroftheword.com. This was Part 4 of
the series titled, “The Whole Armor of God” subtitled “The
Shield of Faith” by Nathaniel Bronner. This message is number
5707, that’s 5707. To listen to over a thousand free messages or
to send this message number 5707 to a friend, go to
brothersoftheword.com. If this message has been a blessing to
you and you would like to support this ministry go to
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iwanttogive.com, that’s iwanttogive.com. Listen to
brothersoftheword.com often because brother, you need the
word.

(Music Playing)

(00:24:40)
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