
Transcribed by Tech-Synergy

pt.5 - The Whole Armor Of God -
The Helmet Of Salvation

Sermon Title: pt.5 - The Whole Armor Of God - The Helmet Of
Salvation
Sermon Number: 5708
Speaker: Nathaniel Bronner

Link to sermon audio - http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/5708.mp3
Link to sermon video - http://theark.s3.amazonaws.com/vid/5708.mp4

BrothersofTheWord.com

http://www.tech-synergy.com
http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/5708.mp3
http://theark.s3.amazonaws.com/vid/5708.mp4
http://www.BrothersofTheWord.com


www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/5708.mp3

Nathaniel Bronner: If you are in the army of the Lord, you
ought to be a part of the elite fighting force.

Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com. This is part five of
the series titled, “The Whole Armor of God - The Helmet of
Salvation” by Nathaniel Bronner. This message is number 5708.
That’s 5708. Listen to over a thousand free messages on
brothersoftheword.com.

(Music Playing: 00:00:25 - 00:00:55)

Female: And now for 5708, The Whole Armor of God part five - The
Helmet of Salvation.

Nathaniel Bronner: Welcome to Brothers of the Word because brother, you
need the word. And we are now in the midst of a series called,
“The Whole Armor of God.” Part one, sermon 5704, “The Utility
Belt of Truth.” Part two, sermon 5705, “The Breastplate of
Righteousness.” Part three, 5706, “Boots on the Ground.” Part
four, 5707, “The Shield of Faith.”

And today part five, dealing with “The Helmet of Salvation” and
this comes from Ephesians chapter 6 beginning at the 10th
verse. “Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the
power of his might. Put on the whole armor of God, that ye may
be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For we wrestle
not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against
powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against
spiritual wickedness in high places. Wherefore take unto you
the whole armor of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the
evil day, and having done all, to stand. Stand therefore, having
your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate
of righteousness; and your feet shod with the preparation of the
gospel of peace; above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith
ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. And
take the helmet of salvation.”

And in my prayer this morning as I was awakened by my alarm.
I normally don’t wake by the alarm. I’m usually up by the time
the alarm goes off at 4:55, but I was sleepy this morning. And I
was sleepy because I had been up all night the night before
working on something and I had a sleep deficit. So, I was sleepy
whenever -- you all have been sleepy when the alarm went on,
I’m just sleepy this morning and I really didn’t want to get up.
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But I struggled up and as I went into prayer this morning, God
showed me a page in a book and I couldn’t see what the page
was and I heard him speak, “Your whole message today shall
come from this one page.” Now, I already had most, all my
message together, but there had been times when God just take
your whole message and tell you to put in the trash can and,
“This is what I want you to do.”

So, I already had this stuff and he showed me this page and as I
got up and as I went to my computer after my prayer he said, “I
want you to type in the internet search. I want you to type in
three words, Army Survivor’s Guidebook.” I heard it just as
clear, “Type those three words in, Army Survivor’s Guidebook.”
I hit enter and it brought up all of the search results and there
was the Army Rangers Survivor’s Handbook, it’s number
SH21-76.

So, my whole sermon comes from the page and this is what I
saw as I pulled it up. It’s a Ranger’s Handbook and it says, “Not
for the weak or fainthearted. Not for the weak or fainthearted.”
Now see, the whole series that I’ve been preaching on about the
whole armor of God concerns a soldier. Do you know soldiering
is not for the weak or faintheart? You can’t be faint -- do you
know what fainthearted means? Fainthearted means -- we have
Reverend Earl Williams here. He was back in the plant one day
working. Reverend Williams knows. He ran into a vent, cut his
hand and he was there in the floor, blood just gushing
everywhere. So, he came up to the office to get me. And when I
went back, there he was, pool of blood everywhere and
everybody was scared.

00:05:00

So, I immediately went, got on top, I pressed it on, did
compression all that stuff until the EMS people got there. But
one of the fellows came back and this fellow was a tough fellow,
armed to the teeth, always talking military, walked back in, saw
the blood, wobble, and fell out in the floor. I mean, literally
fainted. Literally fainted. So, until you see what it really means
about faintheart. Do you understand?

See, some folk can’t handle battle and when they really get
ready to face battle, they freeze, they faint they fall to pieces,
they can’t handle the sight of blood. They cannot handle a tense
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situation. If you’re going to be in the army of God, you got to be
able to deal with some blood. It’s not just blood of Jesus,
sometimes you got to deal with the blood of the enemy. And you
got to deal with all kind of rough stuff. So, the first thing the
manual said, it’s not for the weak or the fainthearted.

You can’t be soldier and weak. You got to march. You got to be
able to climb. You got to be able to handle some tough, enduring
situations. Now, this is the Ranger Handbook. And I told many
of you before I still, I’m striving to pass the Navy SEAL Fitness
Test. The SEALs are the equivalent in the Navy as the Rangers
and the Army. They’re the elite group of soldiers. Every branch
of the military, they have the baddest of the bad. So, in the
Navy, the SEALs are the baddest of the bad and I wanted to be
in shape with the baddest. I’ve never have like average. I want
to be in shape with the baddest of the bad. I’m still working on
it because I can’t pass the SEAL’s test yet.

I got the running and the swimming -- when we were in
Australia, I went in a lap pool, I swam a mile, but I still can’t
pass the SEALs test yet. You got to be able to swim a certain
distance which is five football fields at a certain speed. I can
swim the distance. I can’t swim as fast enough. So, I’m working
on where I can swim it fast enough. You got to be able to run a
mile and a half. You got to be able to run at a certain speed
with boots on. So, you got to have the speed, you got to have
this endurance. It’s not for the weak and it’s not for the
fainthearted. You got to be tough to be in the elite army of the
Lord. You can’t be (00:07:22) in the first sign of conflict that you
may have to go into battle.

So, this was the thing that he pointed me to. I didn’t
understand at first but as I began to study it, I began to
understand. He said, “All of this will come from this first page.”
This is the first page of the Ranger Handbook of the toughest of
the tough. See, the helmet of salvation goes on the outside of
your head. But the real battle is on the inside of your head. It’s
not on the outside. That’s why he said, “We wrestle not against
flesh and blood, but against powers, against principalities,
against the wickedness in high places.” The battle is no longer
external.

Now, we still do have military conflict but even the military
conflict now has gone to another level. They’re dealing with
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drones now. So, it used to be where you had to really have boots
on the ground and you band everyone. No, there is long range
stuff, missiles, rockets and people now over computer screen
with drones. The stuff has gone through a whole different
technological level. But the principles have not changed. The
principles of warfare are still the same.

So here, the first page of the Ranger Handbook is what God
wanted me to talk about today. Typically, when you’re dealing
with the helmet of salvation, you talk about what Jesus did. The
flaw not in Jesus, we talk about what God can do. The flaw is
not in God, God has never let the people down. Jesus has never
let the folk down. All the flaw with us, it’s within, it’s inside of
the helmet, nothing wrong with the helmet, it’s inside of the
helmet. It’s what put on, it’s the stuff inside of the helmet that
makes the difference.

So, God just wanted me to speak today from this first page of
the Ranger Handbook, the toughest of the tough, the baddest of
the bad to get you prepared for battle. You some of you all are
going to do some battle. You’re going to have to do some battle,
but I tell you right now, your biggest enemy is not external.
And see that’s where we make our error from. Your biggest
enemy is not external. Your biggest enemy, you wake up with
them every morning. I’m not talking about your spouse. Your
biggest enemy, you look at in the mirror every morning. When
you can conquer the enemy within, the enemy without can do
you no harm. Everybody I know in a mission, really when you
look at their stuff, their stuff is internal, their stuff is internal.

So, when you really are able to conquer your biggest enemy,
then you can really conquer the true enemy. The Ranger’s
Creed, and this is the statement that the tough use and they
have it as an acronym for RANGER, R-A-N-G-E-R. So, this is
what God told me to preach on, I’m going to preach on it.

00:10:22

The first one, the R is recognizing that I volunteered as a
Ranger, fully knowing the hazards of my chosen profession, I
will always endeavor to uphold the prestige, honor, and high
esprit de corps of the Rangers. Now esprit de corps that means
just a feeling of loyalty and enthusiasm and devotion to the
Ranger group.
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The first sermon that I ever preached at my ordination was
simply called, “Tell My People to Honor My Name.” So, the first
thing of the Ranger Creed of R is recognizing that I volunteered
as a ranger, fully knowing the hazards of my chosen profession.
You chose to serve Jesus. You chose to serve God. You chose to
give your life on under God. So, when I chose it, I have to
understand that there are some hazards that go along with. You
suffer some persecution if you really follow Jesus, if you really
do what he says.

I’m not just talking about just carrying the name. I’m not
telling and saying, “I’m a Christian.” If you really -- if you really
follow what Jesus taught, you will suffer some condemnation
because you’re going to go against the crown, you’re going to
suffer some persecution because you’re going to do some things
that are righteous, but they’re not right in the mass group. So,
you will suffer some things. So, the first part is recognizing I
chose it and it’s got hazardous duty. Do you know in the day if
you chose to follow Jesus, back in that day you risk your literal
life? There may come a time again when that same thing is true
over some countries now. You have to literally risk your literal
life to serve Christ. A Ranger say, “I recognized it, I volunteer.”

See the rangers are not drafted. Now see, you are drafted into
the army but you have to volunteer for the Rangers. You have
to volunteer for the SEALs, they don’t want folk who are
reluctantly going in there. They want a man that comes, “I’m
ready, bring them on. Give me the toughest and the best you
got.” They don’t want a man that say, “What time we get off
today?” They don’t want that kind of man. They want a man
who is the best of the best and the baddest of the bad. That’s
why Jesus didn’t go get any sorry folk when he got disciples. He
got folk doing stuff, he needed Rangers. He did not need folk
looking for rest. First thing, recognizing.

Second, acknowledging, the A. Acknowledging the fact that a
Ranger is a more elite soldier who arrives at the cutting edge of
battle by land, sea, or air, I accept the fact that as a Ranger, my
country expects me to move further, faster and fight harder than
any other soldier. You ought to expect more from a disciple.
You ought to expect more. Why do we want just the average
and to just do the minimum? The Ranger Creed says -- look,
when I have drafted myself into this service, I’m going to fight
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harder, train harder, move faster, work harder than any other
group. Suppose we had a bunch of Christians like that? So, “I’m
going to disciple hard -- let’s see. How much I got to give? Let
me see if I can get by with -- let me see. I don’t what the
minimum I can get by with?” Suppose we had our church full of
Christians and they said, “I’m going to pray harder, serve
harder, give better than anybody else.” It’s a different level.

The N, never shall I fail my comrades. I will always keep myself
mentally alert, physically strong and morally straight and I will
shoulder more than my share of the task whatever it may be,
100% and then some. Did you hear that? I mean, and I
understand this is army. This is military. And it says, “Never
shall I fail my comrades.” Can you imagine just going into just
any relationship, going to any job with this kind of mentality?

Never shall I fail my comrades. I will always keep myself
mentally alert, physically strong and morally straight. This is a
soldier and he’s talking about he will always keep himself
morally straight. Morally straight. Not -- I can understand the
physically strong, but he said, “Morally straight.” Military,
ranger, morally straight.

00:15:07

We don’t keep that commandment in the church. Imagine if we
say when I walk into this church, when I go into the service of
the army of the Lord, “I am going to keep myself morally
straight, morally straight.” Ranger, army, that if the natural
man-made military can have as a criteria morally straight, what
about the army of the Lord?

G, gallantly will I show the world that I am a specially selected
and well-trained soldier. My courtesy to superior officers,
neatness of dress and care of equipment shall set the examples
for others to follow. So, look, folk won’t be able to look at me
from the outside and they will be able to tell I’m a Ranger.
They’ll be able to tell by the way I treat others that I’m a
Ranger.

Can folk look at you and tell from the way you look and the way
you treat others that you are a follower of Jesus the Christ?
Can folk look at you and tell from the way you look and the way
you treat others that you are a follower of Jesus the Christ?
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That’s what the Ranger Creed said. Look, they’ll able to look at
you and tell you different. They’ll to able to tell the way you
behave that you are different by the way you treat others, they’ll
able to tell that you are part of a special elite group, you’re not
like the ordinary, you’re not like the average just by looking at
you.

E, energetically will I meet the enemies of my country. I shall
defeat them on the field of battle for I am better trained and will
fight with all my might. Surrender is not a Ranger word. I will
never leave a fallen comrade to fall into the hands of the enemy
and under no circumstances will I ever embarrass my country.
Did you hear the creed of the army? Under no circumstances
will I ever embarrass my country. Do you know how many
ministers we have just embarrass the church? Suppose we had
just the Creed of the Rangers. I will never leave a fallen
comrade behind. Lord know we fall in the church; I knew they
wouldn’t know that. I will never leave a fallen comrade behind.
I will never embarrass my country.

Tell my people to honor my name. Suppose we just had the
creed of the military and people; we are soldiers in the army of
the Lord. Suppose we just did what the Rangers do. And R,
readily will I display the intestinal fortitude required to fight on
to the Ranger objective and complete the mission though I be
the lone survivor.

Basically, what this says is even if everybody else has been
killed, I’m still going to finish this mission. No matter what
happens around me, I’m going to finish this mission. No matter
what circumstances are in my way, I’m going to finish this
mission even if I am the last man standing. (00:18:43) gave up,
they didn’t make it through and they didn’t make it too
(00:18:48) you beg me to make it. Even if I’m the last man
standing, I will finish the race. I will finish the course. I will
serve God even everybody else abandoned him.

Suppose we have that kind of creed. I will serve the Lord even if
everyone else abandons him. R-A-N-G-E-R. That’s the Ranger
creed. God said, “You’re going to preach everything from this
one page.” That’s the first half. The second half of the page was
19 Standing Orders. From Rogers’ Rangers, Major Robert
Rogers that he wrote in the 1700s. I don’t have time to explain
it, I’m just going to read them real quick. Now this is warfare.
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It’s warfare but so much of warfare applies to everyday life.

Number one, don’t forget nothing. Now, this is exactly the way
it’s written. So, evidently Major Robert Rogers was not an
English major, he was a soldier. So, it should read, “Don’t forget
anything” but Major Rogers said, “Don’t forget nothing.”

We we’re flying back from Australia recently; we were on the
plane and the plane was full. So, all of the baggage overhead
compartments were full.

00:20:09

And the flight attendant came on the intercom and he said, “We
don’t have no more room for no more bags.” And everybody just
started laughing but it was clear what he meant. “We don’t have
no more room for no more bags.” So, Major Rogers said, “Don’t
forget nothing” of these creeds of recognizing, acknowledging,
never gallantly, energetically and readily don’t forget nothing.

Number two, “Have your musket clean as a whistle, hatchet
scoured and sharpened, 60 rounds powder and ball and be ready
to march at a minute’s warning.” You got to be ready because
you don’t know when stuff is going to happen. Ain’t no time for
you to get the word in you when something happen, you need to
have the word already in you. Be ready to march at a minute’s
notice.

Number three, “When you’re on the march, act the way you
would if you were sneaking up on a deer. See the enemy first.”
The devil is subtle, but he’s always there. His stuff is there out
in the open and it’s there all of the time.

Number four, this is number four, “Tell the truth about what
you see and what you do.” Tell the truth. Tell the truth. Now
you say, “Why would this be in the 19 Rules of a Ranger?” Tell
the truth.

Number five, “Don’t never take a chance you don't have to.”
Rogers was not an English major, but he made it clear. Don’t
never take a chance that you don’t have to. Most of the stuff to
get us in mess, we don’t have to do and we have no business
being in there in the first place. Don’t never take a chance that
you don’t have to.
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Number six, “When we’re on the march, we march single file, far
enough apart so one shot can’t go through two men.” This is a
very simple principle. Basically, you really need to kind of keep
your distance so if somebody -- that’s another whole sermon
right there.

Number seven, “If we strike swamps, or soft ground, we spread
out abreast, so it’s hard to track us.”

Number eight, “When we march, we keep moving till dark, so as
to give the enemy the least possible chance at us.”

Number nine, “When we camp, half the party stays awake while
the other half sleeps.” That’s why Jesus said, “Watch us
(00:22:41) prays half stay awake, half sleep.

Number 10, “If we take prisoners, we keep them separate till we
have had time to examine them, so they can’t cook up a story
between them.”

Number 11, “Don't ever march home the same way. Take a
different route so you won’t be ambushed.”

Number 12, “No matter whether we travel in big parties or little
ones, each party has to keep a scout 20 yards ahead, 20 yards on
each flank, that’s left and right, and 20 yards in the rear so the
main body can’t be surprised and wiped out.” Each one of these
are almost sermon by itself.

Number 13, “Every night you’ll be told where to meet if
surrounded by a superior force.”

Number 14, “Don’t sit down to eat without posting sentries.”

Number 15, “Don’t sleep beyond dawn. Dawn is when the
French and Indians attack.” That’s another whole sermon.
Don’t sleep beyond dawn.

Number 16, “Don’t cross a river by a regular ford.” That’s don't
go cross where the trail is because they might be waiting on you
right.

Number 17, “If somebody is trailing you, make a circle, come
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back on your own tracks, and ambush the folks that aim to
ambush you.”

Number 18, “Don't stand up when the enemy is coming against
you. Kneel down, lie down, hide behind a tree.”

The last one, 19, “Let the enemy come till he's almost close
enough to touch, then let him have it and jump out and finish
him up with your hatchet.

So, this may seem strange, but these are the creed and the code
of honor and the basic tactics of the elite fighting force of the
army Rangers and if you were in the army of the Lord, you
ought to be a part of the elite fighting force. Because people, we
are in a war, we’re in a battle and the armor and the whole
army of God is about battle. It is not just about battle; it’s about
winning the battle and God wants you to win. If you start
reading the Old Testament, you’ll see how much war is in the
Old Testament. It’s heavenly warfare oriented. And when God
was on the people’s side, they never lost a battle.

00:25:05

We thank you for joining us today at Brothers of the Word
because brother, you need the word.

Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com. This was part five
of the series titled, “The Whole Armor of God - The Helmet of
Salvation” by Nathaniel Bronner. This message is number 5708.
That’s 5708. To listen to over a thousand free messages or to
send this message number 5708 to a friend, go to
brothersoftheword.com. If this message has been a blessing to
you and you would like to support this ministry, go to
iwanttogive.com. That’s iwanttogive.com. Listen to
brothersoftheword.com often because brother, you need the
word.

(Music Playing)

00:26:01
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