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Nathaniel Bronner: Do not depend on God to do what you need to do. 

 

Automated Voice: You are listening to BrotheroftheWord.com.  This is a message 

titled, “The History Of The Ark” by Nathaniel Bronner.  This 

message is number 5714.  That’s 5714.  Listen to over a thousand 

free messages on BrothersoftheWord.com. 

 

(Music Playing) 

 

 And now for 5714, The History Of The Ark. 

 

Nathaniel Bronner: Oh, God is moving.  God is moving.  And for my message 

today, actually, I asked God this morning.  I said, “Lord, You told 

me there will be three messages that you would give and then it 

would be back to the series on the Whole Armor of God.  And yet, 

my message last Sunday which dealt with the tiding of leaders, 

that was the fourth one.”  I said, “That should have been back to 

the Whole Armor of God.”  God said, “Don’t you realize that is a 

part of the armor?”  He said, “That’s why you said you’ve never 

seen a tiler(ph) in a financial mess.”  And as I thought about it, I 

haven’t counseled a tiler in a relationship mess.  And the thing 

about it, I thought about my own situation. 

 

 When I bumped up my giving beyond the (00:01:46) where I 

wanted my income to meet.  Now, this is for me.  It’s not favored 

by everybody else.  So, I said leaders have a different standard 

and leaders of leaders have a different standard.  When I bumped 

it up to where I wanted it to be -- and I had to go back and pull 

my bank records to see when I bumped it up because something 

changed in the relationship between myself and my wife.  It’s 

better than it’s ever been.  See, it was good but to be honest, it 

went quite like I wanted it to be.  I’m just being straight.  You all 

know I’m pretty straight about stuff.  It’s just went like what I 

wanted it to be.  It wasn’t like what I wanted to be. 

 

 See, I remembered exactly when it changed.  I remember the 

exact moment when it changed.  So, I have to go back and see, did 

I bump that giving up before or after this thing changed?  So, I 

went back to pull the statement.  See, that’s a good thing by 

giving, you pull the statement.  There’s no jive about it, you pull 

the statement.  So, I went back to pull my statement.  I changed 

my giving in the middle of February.  The change happened in the 

middle of March.  So, it’s about one month.  One month, God 

changed this. 
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 Let me tell you what happened.  Sweetheart, forgive me for telling 

this but I’m going to tell it and I really wasn’t going to tell it but 

I heard God speaking, “You need to tell it because there are some 

other men who need to hear this.”  So, if our relationship can help 

someone else, then I hope that it does. 

 

 I was in Australia on the Brother’s trip.  My wife and I -- we would 

talk via phone virtually every day and one day, we had this long 

conversation.  And right as we hung up, right before the click, I 

heard my wife say, “I love you.”  And normally, that may not 

sound out of the ordinary but you got to know my wife -- she’s not 

an overly affectionate person.  She doesn’t like to hold hands -- 

she’s just not that kind of person that’s just going to tell you “I 

love you”.  It was just strange. 

 

 So, the minute the phone said “click”, I got a text.  Now, I’m 

(00:03:46) because this one time, sweetheart, you can’t say I’m 

going to read it exactly, I’m going to read it verbatim.  On March 

the 22nd, what she texted me.  I’m reading it absolutely verbatim, 

“I just realized I said I love you.  It just came out, wasn’t planning 

to say this.  I didn’t know I was going to say it.”  Now, that’s what 

she texted me. 

 

 You see, when you get in covenant with God with your stuff, you 

just squeeze some stuff out.  And see, this is the problem that 

most of us deal with.  Most of us want God to change other folks.  

God said, “You get straight.  You get straight then I’ll straighten 

up some other stuff in your world.”  This is the other part.  Now, 

this is the part that He wanted me to say that I’ve never even told 

my lumpa (ph) sugar.  She doesn’t even know this.  The minute 

she texted me that God spoke four words to me.  And men, you 

need to hear these four words because it is not just about the other 

person changing.  This stuff is dual-sided.  See, that’s the way.  

We want God to do everything.  We want the other folk to change 

-- you’ve got some stuff you need to do. 

 

00:05:01 

 

 When you get your part done, stuff miraculously seems to happen.  

These are the four words that He spoke to me.  He said, “Do not 

criticize her.”  Those were the four words He spoke to me.  She 

has never even heard those words, because some of you folks just 

do those stuff.  He said, “Do not --” my wife is phenomenal. 
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 So, once I had those commands, our relationship just changed.  

It’s been like the honeymoon.  It’s just been so -- but I have to get 

where I wanted things to be.  It was another level for leader of 

leaders.  And when I got it right, He not only changed my money, 

He changed my relationship -- but I had to do something.  I have 

to take my money to another level and I had to take my behavior 

to another level. 

 

 So, men -- and I wouldn’t go and say, “But I heard God --” you 

need to say that because it’s men who need to hear that.  Stop 

criticizing.  And too often, we criticize so much and pray so little, 

and when you look at what your wife does and how great she is -- 

but we can pick out little bitty things and negatives hit harder 

than positives.  So, he had something for me to do.  He squeezed 

it out of hush.  He said, “You just popped that.”  She literally 

texted me and it just popped out.  She couldn’t even stop it. 

 

 See, when you’re blessed and when you’re getting it right with 

God, you can’t stop the blessing.  It’s just coming on out.  Wait, 

you can’t even stop it, but there is a part for you to do, and this is 

the part we gloss over too much.  We want God to just do 

everything, no, no.  There’s a part for you to do. 

 

 So, when God spoke that to me, He said that is a part of my armor.  

And see, that’s a part of the whole armor of God.  It is what we 

are to do.  So, that message may have completed the series.  And 

I didn’t even realize it.  And today, He spoke again, very loud, very 

clear, of what He wanted me to talk about.  And sometimes, I don’t 

even understand some things but I’ve always learned to trust 

Him.  To walk in His word and in His wheel, even when I don’t 

understand it. 

 

 Today, He said, “I want you to speak on the history of the Ark.”  

So, this may not be something even for television so I won’t even 

do the standard opening because this is probably not for 

television.  And I’m not sure why He wanted me to speak on the 

history of the Ark but I do know that I had a meeting with Gloria 

Lotch (ph).  She’s the lady who we have kind of commissioned to 

help us set programs in place that will be suitable for a 4,200-sit 

church.  I met with her last week and she was telling me about 

some of the research of churches and churchgoers, and specially 

dealing with millennials.  Millennials of the age group of people 

born from 1980 to the early 2000’s and they’re different.  They’re 
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not going to church and when they do go to church, they don’t 

know the Bible. 

 

 So, when they come to church and you talk about -- they don’t 

know Adam to Zechariah.  So, if you talk about Abraham, they 

don’t know who Abraham is.  So, she said the millennials are 

Bible-illiterate so you have to break down everything clear.  You 

cannot assume that they know anything about the Bible.  You 

can’t assume that.  So, if you use a biblical verse, you got to 

explain.  You just can’t assume they know about anything.  You 

can’t assume they know about Jesus and the will(ph).  You can’t 

assume they know about temptation.  You can’t even assume they 

know about their crucifixion. 

 

 So, you got to break everything down.  The second thing she said, 

they want practical teaching that they can apply to their lives.  

They don’t want no stuff way up in the air.  They want some stuff 

they can deal with right now, stuff that can work in their lives.  

Now, truly, they always -- it worked, but it doesn’t relate that way 

to the young people.  Young people cannot relate to stuff 

thousands of years ago, but you see, that’s the way Jesus was.  

Jesus related with all of His parables to where the people were of 

that day.  Every parable Jesus you’ve dealt with, what they were 

dealing with right then, He used farming parables in the 

mountains.  He used stuff that people were involved with.  If 

Jesus were here today, He would be using modern day references 

of parables where the folk are. 

 

 So, I don’t know where people are even with understanding the 

Ark.  Some of the people, they don’t know any of the history of the 

Ark.  So, He says, “Today, I want you to talk about the history of 

the Ark.”  I said, “Which Ark?  Because there’s Noah’s Ark --” 

because you can’t assume.  I have learned that dealing with -- 

because sometimes, you just assume stuff.  I’ll dare because I have 

learned.  I have made assumptions and they’ve just been dead 

wrong.  So, I said, “Which Ark?”  And He said, “Compare them 

both.”  And there’s actually three Arks -- Ark of the Covenant -- 

which I had last week, but this is between Noah’s Ark and the 

Ark of Salvation.  Some people don’t even know the story of Noah.  

Now, you may assume that’s why I said you cannot assume with 

the younger generation that they know biblical stuff. 

 

00:10:01 
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 Some people do not know the story of Noah.  If you’ve been in 

church all your life, you’ll know it.  But suppose you’re just coming 

to the church.  When I asked my son who’s in college now -- “how 

many of you are associates in the -- kids you know, go to church?”  

He said, “Virtually, none.”  So, we’re dealing with a generation 

now and if we’re going to transverse and move to another level, 

we’ve got to reach people where they are.  It’s like that in 

business.  If you keep doing the same thing, and you don’t change 

with the marketplace, it’s not long before you’re going out of 

business.  That’s why church attendance nationwide is dropping. 

 

 As the older generation dies off, they knew people are not coming 

in church because often, it’s not relevant to them.  So, this is why 

we’ll have to make some changes as we prepare and do what God 

said to do.  But today, I’m just going to over some of the history of 

both of the Arks. 

 

 Noah basically began in Genesis Chapter 6.  I’d be reading the 

New King James Version and I’m going to skip through some of 

the verses because it’s a lot to read.  “Now it came to pass, when 

men began to multiply on the face of the earth, and daughters 

were born to them, that the sons of God saw the daughters of men, 

that they were beautiful; and they took wives for themselves of 

all whom they chose.”  Now, this is a deep verse.  Because people, 

first of all, who are the sons of God and what are they doing taking 

wives?  That’s another whole sermon. 

 

 “And the Lord said, “My Spirit shall not strive with man forever, 

for he is indeed flesh; yet his days shall be one hundred and 

twenty years.”  There were [b]giants on the earth in those days, 

and also afterward, when the sons of God came in to the 

daughters of men and they bore children to them.  Those were the 

mighty men who were of old, men of renown.  Then the Lord saw 

that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every 

intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.”  In 

other words, God says that the genetic pool was now mixed and 

that inside the hearts of men was evil. 

 

 When you look around the world today, there’s a lot of good in the 

world but if you watch television, it’s like nothing but evil all day 

long.  And there is an evil, it’s that which moves away from divine 

will and divine purpose and it’s getting where the world now.  

Even though it appears moral, it’s moving away from God.  And 
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it’s moving into greater and greater sin and further and further 

away from the light of God. 

 

 ” And the Lord was sorry that He had made man on the earth, 

and He was grieved in His heart.  So, the Lord said, “I will destroy 

man whom I have created from the face of the earth, both man 

and beast, creeping thing and birds of the air, for I am sorry that 

I have made them.”  But Noah found grace in the eyes of the 

Lord.” 

 

 The Bible does say that Noah was perfect in his generations.  And 

the scholarly meaning of that is that he was not mixed with the 

other seed that made the Nephilim.  So, this is a whole sermon 

just dealing with this stuff all by itself.  That’s not just a sermon, 

that’s a whole series.  But the important thing is it says that 

“Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord.”  He wasn’t perfect.  He 

has done some sinning that’s why he needed grace.  So, Noah 

found grace in the eyes of the Lord.  Lord knows we need some 

grace.  Lord, knows we need it.  I don’t need justice, I need grace 

and mercy. 

 

 “And Noah begot three sons: Shem, Ham, and Japheth.”  They 

have (00:13:44), because Noah was 500 years old when the Bible 

says that he begot those three sons.  He was older by multiples of 

any man and those were his first children.  Well, it depends upon 

what all you read and how much other stuff you study.  There’s 

other literature that says those were not Noah’s first sons.  They 

said he had at least one of them called Yam(ph) and potentially 

another one.  What happened to Yam?  Yam did not follow the 

ways of God and Noah couldn’t put him in the ship. 

 

 Now, that’s not in the Bible.  You got to read some other stuff.  

But Noah was 500 years old before he had those three.  And I 

don’t know whether the other stuff is true or not but I do know 

this:  Sometimes, you even got to leave family.  When they’re not 

right and you got a destiny to go to God, sometimes, you even have 

to walk away from family. 

 

 So, Noah, when he entered the Ark, had his three sons and their 

three wives and his wife.  “The earth also was corrupted before 

God and the earth was filled with violence.  So, God looked upon 

the earth, and indeed it was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted 

their way of the earth.  And God said to Noah, “The end of all flesh 
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has come before Me, for the earth is filled with violence through 

them;” 

 

00:15:02 

 

 “And behold, I will destroy them with the earth.  Make yourself 

an ark of gopherwood; make [g]rooms in the ark, and cover it 

inside and outside with pitch.  And this is how you shall make it:” 

The length, it goes on to tell them all about that.  “You shall make 

it with lower, second, and third decks.  And behold, I Myself am 

bringing floodwaters on the earth, to destroy from under heaven 

all flesh in which is the breath of life; everything that is on the 

earth shall die.” 

 

 “But I will establish My covenant with you; and you shall go into 

the ark—you, your sons, your wife, and your sons’ wives with you.  

Thus, Noah did; according to all that God commanded him, so he 

did.”  One critical point, almost relating to what I talked about 

before I began, God did not build the Ark for Noah.  He didn’t 

build it for him.  Noah had to sweat.  It’s not quite precisely clear 

how long it took Noah to build the Ark, but the general consensus 

is it took Noah 120 years to build the Ark. 

 

 So, God gave him a command that took him 120 years to do.  Now, 

you don’t think God had the angelic power to build an Ark for 

Noah.  He could have just simply waved His hands and there’s 

the ark, no.  He said, “You build it.  You build it.  It’s going to take 

you over a hundred years.  You build it.”  But Noah did all that 

God commanded him to do. 

 

 Now, understand this.  When Noah had to build the Ark, it never 

rained upon the earth.  So, he is building a boat and it has never 

rained.  It has never rained.  The land was dry.  He had to step 

out on some extreme faith and he had to do some extreme work.  

God did not do it for him.  Now, he sent angels down.  That’s not 

in the Bible.  I read a lot of stuff.  It’s in the Book of Jasher. 

 

 The Book of Jasher is one of the books with the Bible references 

but it talks about them(ph) -- when the rain came and you got a 

boat, what do you think all the folk would try to do?  Think about 

it.  When rain came and you got a boat, what you think the folk 

would try to do?  They try to break into the Ark.  God sent angels 

and stopped all of them.  But that’s in the Book of Jasher.  So, he 

wouldn’t let him in.  Yeah, the man got a great big bot.  You see, 
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it started raining and water coming in, yeah you get in my big 

boat. 

 

 So, they would have torn their way into the Ark had not God sent 

down protection to stop them.  So, He protected Noah and his 

family, and the parallels between this Ark and Noah’s Ark are 

similarities.  It basically began with -- there are three brothers 

with three wives and though my Father was never here, in the 

physical form, he was in other forms. 

 

 Let me kind of go down from the timeline of what happened.  

Prophetess Freda Slaughter, she was a close friend of my mother’s 

and she was talking with my mother one day, and she began 

prophesying and she says, “I’m seeing in the spirit a three-story 

church over in the Summerhill Area.  And this is a church that 

you all are supposed to get.”  My mother got off the phone, got in 

her car, and drove to Summerhill.  Summerhill is right down the 

street.  She drove to Summerhill and she drove past this church 

and as she drove past this church, there was a lady out in the 

front yard and my mother stopped and she walked over to the lady 

and looked at the lady and she said, “Alberta?”  And Alberta said, 

“(00:18:31)?”  They knew each other.  And my mother said, “God 

has led me to this church.  Is this church for sale?”  And Alberta 

Olive(ph) said, “Yes, it is.” 

 

 I met with Alberta later on that week and told her that God had 

given me a price for the church.  And I said, “This is the price God 

spoke and this is the price we will pay. not one penny more.”  And 

I told her the price, she looked at me and she said, “Okay.”  So, 

the deal was signed.  That night, another man came to buy the 

church and offered her $100,000 more.  And she says the deal has 

been signed. 

 

 So, that’s how we got into the church.  When we got into the 

church, C. Elijah was ordained when we got the church, but I was 

not.  C. Elijah was teaching a group of young men called “The 

Disciples” and he taught them every week.  He had a passion for 

elevating and saving young men.  So, my Brother Dale already 

have a church.  C. Elijah was the only other one who was ordained 

so my mother went to C. Elijah.  She says, “C. Elijah, we got a 

church for you.  The church is there.  Nathaniel has a negotiated 

price.  The church is there.  We got it.”  C. Elijah said, “I am not 

going to pastor that church unless Nathaniel is the co-pastor.”  
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Now, first of all, I’m not ordained.  Second of all, I’m not interested 

in ministry. 

 

00:20:01 

 

 And so, these are the two issues.  So, I’m not ordained, I’m not 

interested in ministry at all, and C. Elijah said, “I am not going 

to pastor that church unless Nathaniel is co-pastor.”  See, I wasn’t 

in ministry, but what I was doing was extremely diligently 

serving my Brother Dale’s ministry.  I’ve told you the story, I was 

his first (00:20:23) but I also was the one who got and kept him 

on television for years.  I wasn’t working in the AV department; I 

was the AV department. 

 

 So, every single service, I was there in the hour, set up the 

cameras, set up the recording, recorded the show, took the tape, 

edited the tape, took it down to the television station and paid for 

the broadcast.  So, I did that for years.  Then, I put C. Elijah’s The 

Disciples that he was teaching.  He was on television. 

 

 So, C. Elijah said, “If this man is not (00:20:54), he isn’t ordained, 

but this man is doing all of this, not getting paid a penny for it, 

nobody asked him to do it, he just took out the torch and he’s 

running with it.”  C. Elijah said, “Look, I’m not pastoring that 

church unless Nathaniel is the co-pastor.”  Now, I was not 

ordained but I was hearing the voice of God.  At the time, I was 

38 years old, but I start hearing God’s voice at 33.  I remember 

the first time I heard God’s voice.  I was going out to help a young 

man, a friend of mine, buy a town home.  I didn’t know what it 

was at the time.  I called it “The voice for years.”  Still at 

Scientific’s(ph), (00:21:31).  All I knew I was hearing stuff and all 

I knew, the stuff I heard came to pass.  That’s all I knew.  I didn’t 

know who it was.  I heard him say, “You shall own seven of those 

units.”  And I’m going out to help a friend.  He ended up -- long 

story about how this happened, that happened, this happened, 

but I ended up owning seven of the units. 

 

 So, the first thing I heard came to pass.  I still own those seven 

units.  So, when C. Elijah said that -- that he wasn’t going to 

pastor the church unless I was the co-pastor, I heard God speak 

then, “You cannot step in the pool pit as a minister as a single 

man.”  Now, I was single.  We have gotten to church and the 

schedule for the church to open was two months away and I was 

not engaged.  It was two months away. 
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 So, here I am, not engaged, not really in a rush, and hear God 

says, “You cannot step into a pool pit as a minister as a single 

man.”  I was talking to my lump of sugar at the time but she lived 

in Florida.  She lived in another state.  We didn’t see each other 

that much.  We probably see each other maybe four or five times.  

We talked on the phone quite a bit but I had some decisions to 

make.  I even had to not step into the pool pit, disobeyed the voice 

of God, but getting married.  One of the three -- then if I chose 

number three, I had to figure out who to marry. 

 

 So, that was not an overly simple situation.  I ended up, as you all 

know, marrying my lump of sugar.  And that’s a long series all in 

itself.  When we bought the church, there was an existing 

congregation in the church and they didn’t want to move out.  And 

I remember, I came to the church one day, I walked in and there 

was a pastor.  And I walked up to the pastor and as nice as I could, 

I have told him that we had purchased the church and they were 

going to have to move.  And he went to tell me all the stuff about 

all of the prophetic that they have received about them 

administering -- and you all know me.  The problem was -- the 

reason the lady was selling the church is because they were not 

paying their rent. 

 

 So, he went on to tell me about all these prophecies that they have 

from this prophet, from this prophet about the ministry.  I said, 

“Look man, I understand about all that prophecy you got.”  And I 

looked at him and I said, “But you have not been honorable with 

your word.  You have not paid your bill.  You have not paid your 

rent.  So, I don’t care what all the prophecy said, you have broken 

your word.  You have not paid your rent.  Now, you’re getting out 

of this church.”  I said, “I don’t know where you’re going.”  I said, 

“The prophecy may be true, but it isn’t here.  You’re getting out of 

this church.”  And that’s exactly what I told him and he got out of 

the church. 

 

 So, that was -- and I’m still like that today.  I will listen to what 

you got to say, but I’m going to look at your record because your 

record speaks louder than your rhetoric.  So, I’ll listen to what you 

got to say, but I’m going to look at your record.  His record was 

terrible.  So, I said, “You’re getting out of this church.  You have 

not kept your word.  You’re getting out of this church.  So, that’s 

how we got into this building.  And when we had service, I got 
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ordained on Friday night, September 23, 1994.  And I didn’t 

realize that until this morning.  I got ordained on the sabbath. 

 

00:25:00 

 

 I didn’t realize that.  I got married on September 24 the next day.  

So, we got married on the sabbath.  The church opened the next 

day, on the 25th.  So, in that one weekend -- Friday, Saturday, 

and Sunday, I got ordained on Friday, married on Saturday, and 

the church opened on Sunday.  That was one serious weekend. 

 

 Sometimes, God can change your world.  I mean, everything in 

my world changed in just a span of a weekend.  I went from single; 

you know.  Everything in my whole world changed in a weekend.  

But it was all ordained and all destined by God.  And when we 

began, C. Elijah and I, we began preaching.  C. Elijah would 

preach two Sundays and then I would preach one Sunday, so we 

rotated like that.  Two Sundays, C. Elijah will preach, one 

Sunday, our preach.  Two Sundays C. Elijah, one Sunday our 

preach.  And that was fine with me. 

 

 About, I don’t know, maybe it was a year or two later, we started 

the Weekend Word on Friday night.  And I was preaching the 

Weekend Word so when that happened, C. Elijah went to preach 

in every Sunday and I preached every Friday night on the 

Weekend Word.  So, that was how the church rolled along for 

several years.  Now, when we got to church, the church was not 

like it is now.  It was kind of beat up on the inside.  My mother 

spent the money and the energy and the time to remodel the Ark.  

And that’s why I said it’s so parallel the nuclear family who was 

in the Ark because it was Noah, his wife, the three children and 

their wives. 

 

 See, my father was not here, only my mother.  And my mother put 

the down payment on the church.  She put the money in to 

remodel the church.  So, my mother put in the time.  She was 

given the prophecy and she put in the effort, but it was my daddy’s 

money.  It was my mother’s diligence but it was my daddy’s 

money. 

 

 So, even though daddy was not here in the flesh, it was daddy’s 

money.  So, it was daddy, it was momma, three sons, and three 

wives, just like it was in the original Noah’s Ark.  So, we went 

along like that for years and we had -- when we started out our 
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first service.  Rev. Marvin Stenson (ph) was on keyboard and he’s 

been on keyboard ever since. 

 

 So, we have had blessings within this place.  And when we 

started, we were leaders actually in what’s called Online 

Presence.  We had the online word.  We had virtual church.  We 

have the most advanced and the most sophisticated web presence 

of virtually any church anywhere.  We even had magazine articles 

about VirtualChurch.com because when they would search on 

VirtualChurch, it would be us and you could just go and click start 

service.  It will play a random difference, it was sophisticated.  

And right now, if you go to VirtualChurch, the website is still 

there but it doesn’t work.  It doesn’t work because the technology 

has changed and the old Windows Media Player plug-in didn’t 

work on modern browsers anymore.  We’ve not kept up with the 

times.  And I’ve had several people who have emailed me asking 

can they buy VirtualChurch.com.  It is not for sale.  And it’s an 

indication also of what could happen in your lives too.  You get 

comfortable, you get complacent and you don’t stay up to date.  

You don’t stay up to date and you lose some stuff because stuff 

will pass you by because you’re not staying up to date. 

 

 So, we’re getting ready to get all that stuff back.  We’ve got the 

absolute best website name in the world -- VirtualChurch.com.  

We’re getting ready to become the first church to broadcast in 3D.  

Already got the equipment ordered so we’ll be the only church for 

now.  We would be the first, period.  Where you can go and see a 

3D experience in church.  We’re going to move back to where we 

are at the cutting edge instead of behind the curve because we 

just got a complacent.  And we just did not update. 

 

 In 1999, after the first five years, the lady who saw the vision for 

the Ark, Prophetess Freda Slaughter(ph), she came to the church 

several times and she was agitated and finally, she came to a 

meeting and she told us, she said, “God had just been dealing with 

it over and over.  What she said essentially, she said, “Nathaniel 

is supposed to be the pastor of the Ark of Salvation.”  And we don’t 

just move on prophecy because sometimes, you get problems from 

all kind of folks with all kinds of stuff, and some of that stuff can 

mess you up.  If it’s not truly from God, that stuff can mess you 

up.  So, we have to really take that and analyze it to see was this 

really from God and did this really line up? 

 

00:30:02 
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 And when we took it and looked at it and lined it up, what we 

determined basically was this:  C. Elijah is my younger brother.  

I’m the older brother.  So, it was in sort of a natural order but that 

still don’t mean anything.  So, we looked at the data and after 

data, actually, for the Weekend Word, most of the time we 

actually had a larger crowd than we did for Sunday.  And the call-

in request for the tapes were larger from the Weekend Word than 

they were. 

 

 So, we looked at the data and we saw from the data that probably 

did make sense.  So, in 1999, C. Elijah and I switched places.  

Now, understand this, I did not want to be pastor.  I was just as 

comfortable as I could, because when folks came to me with issue, 

I said, “Look, you got to see pastor about that.”  You have to see 

pastor about that.  And I was just as comfortable as I could be.  I 

was just comfortable with that, so I absolutely, under no 

circumstances, did I want to move from co-pastor to pastor.  I just 

did not want to do it. 

 

 I’m comfortable in the Ark now.  This place is beautiful.  The 

people are just beautiful.  I’m just as comfortable in the Ark than 

ever.  Sometimes, when God wants to take you to another level 

for you to do another service for Him, He will move you out of your 

comfort zone and sometimes, that move is sudden. 

 

 So, He took us out of the comfort zone and C. Elijah and I -- we 

switched places.  And when C. Elijah moved to co-pastor, and he 

moved to the mid-week service, to be honest about it, he’s 

preaching went to another level, and he stayed there ever since.  

But this is the interesting part, when the change came, C. Elijah 

had been preaching for over a year on the power of God’s word in 

healing.  It was on him so strong -- he stayed on it for a solid year 

on the power of God’s word in healing.  That’s the series he’s on 

now. 

 

 So, when C. Elijah preaches, the power of God’s word in healing, 

you’ll look for a change.  That’s the series that he’s on now.  So, 

we switched up.  For the next revival, we brought in Prophet Fred 

Collins.  When Prophet Collins came in, he prophesized that 

James was a minister.  So, James and Stephanie(ph), they were 

ordained not too long after that.  And James absolutely does have 

a ministry we are calling but also Prophet Collins, he’s seen 

James in world leadership and that vision has never left and I can 
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see the potential with the leadership and the thinking ability that 

James has for world leadership. 

 

 Collins spoke a lot of stuff when he came.  He spoke that he saw 

this church overflowing and he said, “You all are going to need a 

new location.”  He spoke so much stuff.  He was here in 2000 and 

he said next year, there’s going to be a plane crash that will shake 

this nation.  9/11 happened next year.  He spoke, “Somebody is 

going to give the Ark of Salvation this amount of money.”  I said, 

man, (00:33:04).  He called it to the absolute panic(ph).  I didn’t 

think that was going to be possible.  He said, “You will create a 

product and it will do more than one year than Bronner Brothers 

and your company has done in his history.”  I actually gave that 

more weight than I did the prophecy, that somebody’s going to 

give us a whole lot of money because at least, I was working on 

product.  I don’t think anybody in the world would ever give us 

that much money.  I just didn’t see how that one was going to 

happen. 

 

 There are things, people, when God speaks, you don’t know how 

in the world it’s going to happen.  You can’t see it.  That’s why 

when God takes you to a place and He speaks some things to you, 

you’ve got to have faith enough to believe it and to follow His word 

even when you can’t understand it, and even when you can’t see 

it.  But you do need to make sure it’s from God.  You do need to 

really make sure this thing is from God because I have seen too 

many cases of folks claiming they’re hearing God -- there’s stuff 

(00:33:47) bit from God than the man in the moon.  So, you’ve got 

to know.  You’ve got to know that this is really from God. 

 

 So, after Collins spoke all of that and after I became pastor the 

next year, in 2001, I began MountainWings which eventually 

grew to the largest inspirational email(ph) on the face of the 

planet and we started it -- all of the programs of that.  And I look 

at the stuff that C. Elijah is preaching right now on God’s Word 

in Healing and we’ve got the number one and the most powerful 

healing seed (ph) that I have ever seen.  We’re the only church I 

know of that does a regular healing service. 

 

 And I remember when we first put that thing up, somebody said, 

“That’s thing is kind of tacky because it got all these different 

things on that.”  And I heard God speak.  He said, “Before you 

eliminate anybody, you put some more(ph) on that.”  And sure 
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enough, we got about three more projects now that wouldn’t fit on 

us. 

 

 So, it’s stuff that God has done and birth through this ministry 

and I had a dream one night.  And in the dream, I was in the pool 

pit.  And it wasn’t in the Ark and there was just huge, huge sea 

of people.  Just a huge sea of people.  And as I was preaching to 

them, I went back and I leaned against a wall in the back. 

 

00:35:02 

 

 And the wall tore because it felt like it was made out of tissue 

paper.  And then like all of the walls were made out of just tissue 

paper and when I woke up, it took a long time before I understood 

the meaning of that dream.  It was essentially a church without 

walls.  And for every one person who we have influenced in the 

Ark, we have literally influenced a thousand outside of the Ark. 

 

 So, the ministry and its history has been more broad and 

widespread and worldwide, then we can even imagine -- we have 

people who come here from other countries because they have 

been influenced online by this ministry.  When we had the 

member, who had the huge windfall(ph) of financial profit in 

2010, we made a lot of additional modifications to the church.  The 

go seats that you see, that’s a custom-made fabric.  You couldn’t 

buy it.  We had to have it custom-made and we changed the 

seating arrangements.  Originally, they were red benches and the 

eye(ph) was open in the middle and the benches were on the side. 

 

 So, we changed it to this theater style because that was what was 

recommended but the seat covering is interesting.  One of the 

members, Arlene(ph) Morgan, walked up after service one day 

and she had on this go(ph) sweater and I heard God speak -- 

“That’s the fabric for the seats.” 

 

 So, I told Arlene(ph) and she literally gave us the shirt of her 

back(ph).  She took it off, gave it to us, and we had to send it off 

to get the fabric made and there was only one company in the 

whole country who could make the fabric.  What was the name of 

that company? The Ark.  That was the name of the company that 

could make the fabric. 

 

 So, we’ve seen sign after sign after sign and blessing after blessing 

after blessing.  Now, let me explain.  When we got the big money, 
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we actually gave 15% of that money to other ministries and 

ministers outside of the Ark.  I told you the story of couple weeks 

ago, when I stood in the midst with the pastor who just gotten his 

huge church.  The largest amount went to his ministry.  And we 

gave to other ministries and we gave to other ministers. 

 

 My mother called me up one day and she was asking if she said, 

“You all have given away money from that which you have 

received.”  She said, “What about Prophetess Freda?  Because she 

wasn’t on the list.”  And I instantly heard God speak a figure.  But 

the figure for her was multiples of what we have sent anyone else.  

I said, “That’s a lot.  But I’m hearing God speak just as clear.”  

And momma said, “Can I call and tell her.”  I said, “Yeah.  Call 

and tell her.” 

 

 So, my mother called her and told her she just went to Harvard, 

but the first thing she did, she wrote out a check for the (00:37:45) 

and sent that to the Ark.  Prophetess Freda, with that money and 

she received it, I think, somewhere in probably February of 2011.  

She went all around the world.  She preached over in Europe, did 

seminars here.  She went everywhere.  And that was the early 

part of 2011.  What we did not know -- but what God knew -- was 

that Prophetess Freda had stage 4 cancer.  She died December 

2011. 

 

 So, in less than a year after she was given the money, she passed 

away.  And I didn’t understand when that happened -- why He 

told to give her so much.  Then it became clear.  Because she 

needed to do what she needed to do for those last few days of her 

allotted time on earth. 

 

 That’s why I say, people, when you really are tuned to God and 

when you really follow what God tells you to do, you live in a 

constant state of miracles.  I live in a constant state of miracles.  

And my wife used to just teach, she said, “You just think.  

Everything is just spiritual.”  I said, “I sure do.  I think everything 

is spiritual.”  I absolutely do.  I don’t think a roach crawls across 

the floor that God has not commanded to crawl across that floor.  

I honestly think that.  So, if you see some roaches, you know, 

“Lord --” but you need to go get you some bug spray.  See, do not 

depend on God to do what you need to do. 

 

 And that’s why so many Christians mess up.  We depend on God 

to do what we can do.  So, yeah, God command but you go get you 
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some roach spray or you stomp it or whatever.  You do what you 

need to do to keep the roaches away. 

 

 A few years even prior to Prophetess Freda passing away, she 

called me up and she says, “Nathaniel, I want to do a website and 

I want to do a website for prayer.”  And somehow, it ended up with 

the name prayertower.com.  And after she had the website for 

several years, God spoke to me and he said, “Offer Prophetess 

Freda this amount of money for PrayerTower.com.”  I don’t need 

a website -- He said, “Offer her this amount of money for 

PrayerTower.com.”  So, I emailed her and I told her if she ever 

wanted to sale PrayerTower.com, this is the amount of money 

that I would offer for it. 

 

00:40:02 

 

 When she passed away, she had three children.  I went to them 

and I said, “Look, your mother had a website, PrayerTower.com 

and years ago, God had spoken to me to offer her a certain amount 

of money for this website.  If you all want to keep the website, 

that’s fine.  But if you don’t want to keep it and you rather have -

-”  “Yeah, we want the money.”  The money that God told me to 

give Prophetess Freda for the website divided up perfectly evenly 

among the three children.  And then I understood it.  And they 

said, “Well, Pastor Bronner, how do we transfer the website back 

to you because we don’t have my momma’s log ins and stuff or 

anything so how do we transfer the website back to you?”  I told 

them, “It never left me.  I always owned it.  I bought it for her, I 

paid the registration every year, I paid for the hosting.”  I said, “I 

always owned it but I got it for her.  It was hers.  I just bought a 

responsibility of it.” 

 

 This thing is so much like the way God does.  See, it’s all His.  He 

always owned it.  It’s all His and we don’t understand and we try 

to hoard this stuff.  It’s all His and always has been.  So, even 

know, as we are starting to make changes and we will make a lot 

of changes and last week’s message, it was perhaps the roughest 

one I’ve ever preached.  I may have preached some rougher 

messages but not that kind of tone.  But yet, it was absolutely 

necessary.  And I know we’re getting ready to go through changes 

because God has to get us prepared for where He wants to take 

us.  And that’s why, people, change the name of what we are 

called.  And He has to get men lined.  He has to get leadership in 

line.  He has to get programs in line. 
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 And last week, I had two independent prophecies that said simply 

this:  He says, “There will be people who will leave the Ark but 

both of --” I’m going to say in the same word -- “didn’t know each 

other” one that heard(ph) the sermon, the other one had not.  He 

said, “But, I see troves(ph) and multitudes coming.”  So, there will 

be -- and this is not a negative thing.  There will be people who 

will leave for God’s purpose.  And there will be somewhere the 

new change is simply -- would not fit your vibration and I 

understand that.  There’s nothing wrong with that. 

 

 To be honest about it, I’m a small venue(ph) person myself.  I don’t 

like crowds.  I’m an intimate, quiet, introverted man.  That’s my 

real nature.  I don’t like big old crowd and lot of stuff.  So, I’ve got 

to make changes in my own inner nature to gear for where God 

wants to take me.  And so will many of you.  Because we’re getting 

ready to gear to think and act like a mega(ph) church.  And He 

said, “Put the programs in place that will be suitable.” 

 

 And I had Ms. Lock(ph) ask me.  She said, “Pastor Bronner, 

what’s your marketing plan?”  I said, “I got no marketing plan.  

They aren’t my problem.”  God didn’t tell me about how to get the 

folk in here.  What He told me is to prepare 40 folks.  He didn’t 

tell me about how to get them in here.  My job is to prepare and 

put the programs in place so when they come, we are ready.  And 

like Noah, I’m going to be obedient but I need grace. 

 

 So, if I was too rough last time, you all give me grace if I was too 

rough.  I’m like Noah, I need grace.  My heart was pure.  My 

intention was pure, but it may have come out rough because it 

was rough.  But we have to get prepared for where God is going 

to take us. 

 

 So, today, he wanted me to just let you know the history of the 

Ark.  That’s the past but we’re going ready to move into the 

future.  And I don’t know where God is going to take us.  I don’t 

know how He’s going to do it.  All I need to know is that we do 

what we can do and what we should do.  And that’s all you need 

to do.  And for many of you today, the main word that you needed 

was the full words He spoke to me about my wife.  “Do not criticize 

her.”  Do not criticize her.  For some of you, that’s going to be the 

gold.  The G-O-L-D -- well, and the G-O-A-L is you’re going to need 

today. 
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 So, that’s the history of the Ark and that’s kind of where we are.  

I left out some things but that’s kind of either in the next year(ph) 

because our time is almost out.  And I see even now why He was 

strict about the time.  He said, “That program is in order and it 

will scale to any size of church.”  It will scale to any size of church.  

So, we have to have programs that will scale. 

 

 So, you’ve heard the history.  Is there anybody who wanted to join 

today?  That’s the history.  Amen, amen, amen.  Come on down, 

come on down.  I got three minutes to get you joined up so at least 

you do know the Ark -- you’re going to be out of here.  About 12:33 

out of four(ph) Sundays.  My goodness, alright.  A lot of folk.  

Amen.  See, sometimes, you don’t know why God got you doing 

something.  My goodness. 

 

00:45:00 

 

 That’s the history of the Ark and this is the future.  Now, this is 

the largest number of folks we’ve had to join in a while and God 

got me speaking on history.  Is another one coming?  Oh my 

goodness.  People, just be obedient.  Don’t try to judge it.  We have 

another one.  Is that another one?  Oh my goodness! 

 

 C. Elijah, if you would just -- I want to just hold my hand over this 

because this is a sign of what’s coming.  So, I’m going to send them 

by droves and multitudes but we have to be ready.  Folks, you all 

need to be nice.  You understand?  You all need to be nice.  You 

need to be nice.  You need to be nice.  You need to be nice. 

 

 The feeling that people get when people come in, I don’t care what 

I say.  If you’re rude to him, nothing what I said is going to make 

sense.  We need to have the love of Christ.  C. Elijah, if you would 

just go ahead. 

 

C. Elijah Bronner: Father, we just thank you so much, Lord, for this are the -- come 

to join the ministry today.  We receive them into this local family.  

Lord, we just pray over their lives, that You would bless them and 

increase them, ground them here, Lord, in this house and may the 

blessings of this house come onto their house.  Lord, we just thank 

You for them.  Develop their gifts and talents here.  Lord, we pray 

for their protection, their health, their well-being, their families, 

Lord, we commit to be faithful, to teach them and love them, to 

walk this journey of faith with them and we ask that they commit 
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to be faithful here to serve and to love and to give and to worship.  

In Jesus name, we pray, Amen. 

 

Nathaniel Bronner: Wow!  And one more (00:46:39) was praying.  My goodness!  

Seven.  Wow.  Just be obedient.  Just be obedient.  Just be 

obedient.  Amen, amen.  James you got one minute to close this 

out.  C. Elijah has prayed over them.  Just holler it out.  If you 

can’t find a mic, just holler out.  Make do of what we got.  Amen, 

amen. 

 

James Bronner: Alright, close your eyes.  Lord, we just thank you for this 

manifestation, oh Lord, of Your grace, of Your obedience, oh Lord, 

and we just pray, oh Lord, we thank You for this seven -- the 

number of completions, oh Lord.  We thank You, Lord, another 

thing Collins spoke was even our children and back to back and 

we have seven, oh Lord.  Oh Lord, we just thank You, Lord, for 

the blessing, oh Lord.  Thank you for the destiny, oh Lord.  And 

we just speak over this entire congregation and house, oh Lord.  

For it to line up, oh Lord, with the destiny -- with your purposes, 

oh Lord.  Everything that is out of order, oh Lord, we call it in the 

order right now, oh Lord.  In the name of Jesus, we thank You, 

Amen, amen. 

 

Nathaniel Bronner: Amen, amen. 

 

Automated Voice: You are listening to BrotheroftheWord.com.  This was the 

message titled, “The History Of The Ark” by Nathaniel Bronner.  

This message is number 5714.  That’s 5714.  To listen to over a 

thousand free messages or to send this message number 5714 to 

a friend, go to BrothersoftheWord.com. 

 

 If this message has been a blessing to you and you would like to 

help support this ministry, go to iwanttogive.com.  That’s 

iwanttogive.com 

 

 Listen to BrothersoftheWord.com often because brother, you need 

the word. 

 

(Music Playing:  00:48:25 - end) 
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