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Nathaniel Bronner: We are flawed individuals and we need grace to move into
a perfect place.

Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com. This is part six of
the message titled, “12 Questions Asked of Christians” subtitled,
“Can I Get into Heaven by Doing Good?” by Nathaniel Bronner.
This message is number 5741. That’s 5741. Listen to over a
thousand free messages on brothersoftheword.com.

(Music Playing)

Female: And now for 5741, “12 Question Ask by Christians, part six, “Can
I Get into Heaven by Doing Good?”

Nathaniel Bronner: Welcome to Brothers of the word because brother, you need
the word. Amen! We’re in the series called, “The 12 Most Asked
Questions of Christians.” And we’re actually on question number
four. The first question was how do you know there’s a God? This
is the most fundamental of all of the questions. It centers around,
“Is there a God and how do you know there is a God?”

These are some questions that people ask Christians and often
times, we don’t know the answer to those questions. Second
question was, “Was Jesus just a prophet or the son of God?” I go
into that in detail to help you answer that question when people
ask you. The third question was, “How do I go into Heaven?”
That took three messages to even partially deal with that,
because that one is not as simple as it sounds. And the fourth one
is “What a lot of people will ask Christians?”

They basically said, “I’m a good person.” I do good things. I
haven't done that much bad. I haven't killed anybody. I don’t
steal. I don’t get high. I don’t do this, I don’t do that. I’m a good
person. I’m a moral person. I can't see why God won't let me into
Heaven, plus, I know a lot of other people of other religions and
they’re real good people. I don’t see why God won't let them into
Heaven?

So, this becomes a fundamental question that you will often times
be asked as a Christian, “Can I get into Heaven by just doing
good?” A Sunday school teacher asked the children he was
teaching. He said, “If I sold my house and my car, had a big
garage sale and gave all my money to the Church, would that get
me into Heaven?” “No”, all the children answered. “If I clean the
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Church every day, mowed the lawn and kept everything neat and
tidy, would that get me into Heaven?”

Again, the answer of the children shouted was, “No”, “Well, then,
if I was kind to animals and gave candy to all of the children and
loved my wife, would that get me into Heaven?” Again, the
children answered, “No.” Once more he said and thought about it
as he looked at the children, “Well, these kids had some pretty
deep spiritual understanding. I’ve done some real good teaching
with this Sunday school here.” And then he ask them, he said,
“Then, how can I get into Heaven?” And a little boy shouted out
from the back. “You got to be dead.”

And that’s true. So, he didn’t understand that what the children
were understanding was a little bit different than what he
thought they were understanding. If you’re doing good stuff can
that get you into Heaven? It’s simple and standard Christian
doctrine, but it’s not so simple when you’re talking to people out
in the world because of a lot of varying reasons. It’s not so simple.

Three basic points and first of all, what it takes to get into Heaven
has varied over time even with Christianity. Now, many of you
don’t understand this, but a lot of times when you’re talking with
people out in the world, they’re highly educated, they’re highly
educated in terms of history. They’re highly educated in terms of
what I will call, “cross-cultural religion.” They understand the
doctrines and the disciplines and many other religions.
Sometimes us as Christians, we haven’t studied much. We don’t
even know the Bible worth a hoot.

So, often times, they ask us questions from a level of knowledge
that we are not equipped to answer from. And what it takes to
get into Heaven, it has varied over time even within Christianity.
We are Protestant. Now, a lot of people don’t understand exactly
what Protestant means. Protestant fundamentally means, any
branch of Christianity that’s not Catholic. And when we begin to
understand how did the Protestants come about, you have to
know the history.

00:05:02

At one point, Christianity was all the holy Roman Catholic
Church. That was it. If you weren’t a catholic, you weren’t a
Christian. And in many countries if you weren't a catholic, you
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weren't alive. That’s what the whole Catholic crusades was
about. They went through country after country, after country
and they basically gave you the ultimatum, “Convert or die.”
That’s what the crusades were about. You either convert into
Christianity which was Catholicism or they kill you. Simple as
that.

I’ve been to Europe and I’ve gone and I’ve seen the places and I’ve
gone and seen the instruments. And we think ISIS is rough right
now, you don’t know history. I’ve seen the instruments, where
they would send you through the inquisition, and if you did not
believe in the holy Roman Catholic Church, they put you on a
rack. I saw the rack. They had these thumb screws, where they
put your fingers in this glove and just screw down until just
mashed all your fingers flat. It was a whole building, where
nothing but torture instruments, some of the cruel stuff you can't
even imagine. They would put stuff in the body cavities and
expanded and bust them. It was just all kind of rough stuff.

And these was stuff used by the Church. So, when you know
history, you understand Christianity got some pretty bloody
rough stuff in its history that make even some of the ISIS stuff
now look tiny, but you got to know history to know truth and to
understand that.

So, how did Protestant come about? Protestant came about when
Martin Luther, who Martin Luther King Jr. was named after.
Martin Luther was a German monk, who in the year 1517, this
year happens to mark the 500th anniversary of Martin Luther’s
95 thesis.

Now, his 95 thesis is something that you study if you’re studying
theology, but a lot people never heard of Martin Luther’s 95
thesis. They know Martin Luther vaguely, but he basically posted
his 95 theses on the Church door in Germany. And it was 95
separate points, but the first two points dealt with your salvation
and Church indulgences.

At the time, in 1517, the way that you got saved was you went to
the Church and you bought indulgences. What do you mean bold
indulgences? You bought indulgences. You bought absolution.
And if you had a relative who died, you had to go and pay the
Church for your relative to get into Heaven. I mean, “Pastor,
that’s crazy”, but that’s what the Church was.
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That’s why Martin Luther posted his 95 thesis on the door and
that’s why it brought a storm into the Church. That’s why Martin
Luther was excommunicated. They had a whole trial dealing with
Martin Luther and basically all of the religious leaders said,
“Martin Luther was wrong, because if they cut out Church
indulgences, it cut a major stream of Church money.”

So, you had to pay for you salvation. That’s the way it worked
and they had the Bible then, but somehow they had twisted that
thing to involve money and you pay for your salvation. So, that’s
why I say, “Even within Christianity, when you know history over
time, how you got saved has varied”. And we are Protestant,
because Martin Luther protested mainly that practice of the
Church and eventually, it was abolished and we have in the
Protestant world what we have now.

Martin Luther was the one who later protested the Church’s
celibacy rule on the clergy and he eventually married a nun and
have five children. If Martin Luther hasn’t protest, maybe and a
preacher, I’d be celibate. C. Elijah would be celibate. James
would be celibate. If Martin Luther hadn’t protested that, none
of us would have any children if we were preacher and none of us
would have any sex and none of us would have any wives.

Now, that’s another sermon. That’s another whole sermon. But
culture changes the way the Church operate, it simply does. So,
I wanted you to understand that that was a point, that it was not
always so, and it was always so clear that you got salvation
without paying for it. I mean, literally paying for. No, it weren’t
the case where they said Jesus paid the price. “You pay the price
and you paid it in actual money”.

So, the point is simply this, sometimes even in the Church stuff
can get real twisted and it never was God said. That’s why I have
really begged you, you need to read the world for yourself. You
need to open your Bible and I’d suggest you get a modern version,
the King James is a good standard, but a lot of times you can’t
understand what it means in the King James, if you get an NIV
or if you get a New Living Translations they’re actually more
accurate.

00:10:08
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I have checked, I don’t how many different references. The NIV
is actually more accurate than the King James version is in terms
of what the Bible and what the original Hebrew and the original
Greek actually mean, and you can understand it better, because
if you don’t understand it -- well first of all, if you don’t read it,
you won't even have anything to understand.

So, you need to read the Bible for yourself and you need to start
making this a habit. And when you start reading for yourself, see,
that’s what a problem how the Church could fool the people so
easily back then, because it was against the law to translate the
Bible out of Latin and the people couldn’t read Latin. It was a
dead language that only the priest understood. So, they
deliberately had it where you couldn’t read the word and you just
had to listen to what they told you.

So, first thing I really, really plead with all of you, read the word
for yourself so you know what it says and that thing gets into your
spirit and you understand. Don’t just depend on the preacher to
tell you what’s in God’s word. Read it for yourself and you’ll get
a whole new understanding about some things when you read
God’s word for yourself.

So, first thing, no, it is not always been like this through history.
The Church has changed sometimes what was required for
salvation. Second point, the doctrine of works is a dominant thing
among virtually all of the major religions with the exception of
Christianity. And the doctrine of works of 10 of the top 11
religions, they’re essentially based on the doctrine of works.

In the last sermon, sermon number 5739 in this series, “How Do
I Get to Heaven,” part three. I showed that entry into Heaven is
not dependent on works, but Jesus said in his last set of words in
Revelations 22:12, he said basically, “And behold, I come quickly;
and my reward is with me, to give every man according as his
work shall be.”

Basically Jesus said, “Your reward is going to be based on your
works, but not your entry into Heaven.” So, the doctrine of works
is in almost every other religion and they say, you’d basically
going to go to Heaven or go to get Nirvana or whatever they call
it, based on whether you are good or evil. And I can tell you in
almost every other religion, stuff is tougher, because the problem
is we’re flawed, we’re flawed. Our works are flawed. Our
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thoughts are flawed. We’re just flawed. In every other religion
it’s based upon what you do.

Now Jesus did say, “You’re reward is going to be dependent on
your works”, but getting to Heaven is the first challenge. And
that has to be a different of thing. So, when someone ask you, “If
I just do good will I get into Heaven. If I just do good will I get
into Heaven?” You got to first of all answer, you can't do that
good, because you’re flawed even if you’re actions are good, your
thoughts are flawed, because we think some mess. You all know
that.

Do you know how much mess run through most folk’s mind every
single day? I mean, just some mess. Thank goodness, stuff didn’t
happen to folk like you wish it would. Do you know that? Thank
goodness stuff didn’t happen to folk like you wish because some
of you out there, you have wished some folk with just drop dead.
Yeah, that’s the truth. Some of you had just wish folk would just
drop dead. So, thank goodness stuff doesn’t have to people like
we think or wished it would, because all of us have these bad
thoughts that sometimes will permeate our goodness.

That’s why the Bible says, “All of our righteousness is as filthy
rags, an extension in the nostrils of God.” We’re just not that
good. So, to try to get into a perfect place with imperfect works
just won’t work, because we’re just not that good even the best
folk I know, even the best and the purest folk I know. When you
examine thought parents(ph) still just not that good. That’s why
Jesus even say, “Don’t even going to make good. There’s none
good, but the Father.”

So, we are flawed individuals and we need grace to move into a
perfect place. And we have to understand it, so all of the other
stuff that’s base on a doctrine of works, it’s hard. Many of the
religions are based on reincarnation and they’re based on you
keep coming back until you get better and better and better. The
problem is when you study those religion, they say you got to come
back a few thousand times. That’s the problem with that and not
slip up. You got to keep coming back and back and back and back
and supposedly getting purer and purer and purer. The problem
is, that just take a long time.

So, when we look at the way of Christ, and that’s why he said, his
burden is easy. He’s yolk is light when you understand relative
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comparison, it is. We cannot get in off of being good, simply
because none of us are that good.

00:15:13

The Bible says in point three, “Jesus is the only way.” Now, this
is the controversial part that you will get form other people who
look at other religions, who look at other ways and they will say,
how can Jesus be the only way?

You have to go simply and stand on the Bible. And often times
for really hard headed person, the only thing that would convince
them is absolute super natural experience. Sometimes you can’t
convince them with logic and you can’t convince them with the
Bible, because they don’t believe the Bible is accurate.

So, it becomes what they consider circular logic, so you want to
prove this by the Bible and I don’t believe the Bible is accurate.
So, you can't really logically convince a stone well-studied
intellectual. You really just can’t do it. You got to pray for them
and ask God to show them.

You know how I know that, because I was like that. I had studied
everything and God had to start speaking to me and I had to
realize in that’s in to Sermon, how do you know there’s a God? I
know there’s a God, not because of faith, but because of direct
experience. I know there’s something outside of me.

And you have to have some times with some folk. That’s why the
Bible said, “Blessed are those who believe and have not even seen,
but turn full(ph) got to see”. So, with some of the people like that,
you just got to pray, “Lord, show yourself to them.” Because you
will not be able to convince them with logic, you will not be able
to convince them with the Bible because they don’t believe the
Bible is true.

So, if you got a person like that the Bible is the only thing we have
other than a direct intervention by the Holy Spirit. John 14 Verse
6, begins, “Jesus said to him, I am the way, the truth and the life.
No one comes to the Father, except through me.” That’s the
bottom line.

Many years ago a young boy shot and killed a man while he was
gambling and on that day murders were normally hung. They’ve
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just hung them, but he was still young and he’s a rather nice
fellow and the town’s people got together and they got a long
petition and gave it to the judge. And they said, “Judge please,
please pardon this fellow, please pardon.” And the judge finally
relented and he agreed on one condition. He said, “I will pardon
this man, but I will wear a minister’s robe and color and carry the
pardon in the pages of the Bible.”

So, the town’s people agreed and as the judge walked towards the
boy’s cell. And the boy saw a man coming in a preacher’s collar
and robe with a Bible. And the young boy began just hollering,
“Get out of here preacher, I don’t want what you have to offer.”
And the judge then said “But son, you don’t understand.” He said,
“I don’t need to understand. I understand everything I need to
know. I don’t want what you have to offer. Get out of here.”

So, the judge bowed his head and turned around and left the jail.
And then the guard explained to the boy that the judge was the
judge. He wasn’t a preacher and that he had a pardon in the
pages of those Bibles. And as the young boy stood on the hanging
rack, getting ready to be executed, before they put the black sack
over his head, they asked him, did he have anything that he
wanted to say and he said, “I am not dying because I killed a man.
I’m dying because I rejected the pardon.”

Many of us going to bust hell wide open, because we rejected the
pardon. We can't get in on our own purity, because we just don’t
have it. but Jesus died for us and this a part that’s difficult for
the non-Christian to understand and they don’t understand that
without that cleansing blood, that Jesus shared for us on the
cross, we can't get in.

Now, yes you do need to do right. You do need to turn around.
You do need to have faith and works, because faith without works
is dead. You do need that, but you can't get in offer good works
and that’s where some of all of the philosophy goes wrong. People
can think, “If I just do what’s right and if I just be moral, I’m going
to get into Heaven.”

That’s why Jesus say, “Why does it pass and leadeth under
destruction and many thereof shall enter? Narrow is the way that
leadeth onto life and few there be that find it.” Are you going to
accept the pardon? And if he comes with all of the sins that all of
us need, all of us need, we need the pardon of our sins.
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And when Jesus comes and when we accept salvation, the other
root meaning of the word salvation is healing. It heals all the
stuffs in your life. It brings a healing on your body. It brings a
healing on your relationships. It brings a healing of your mind.
It brings a healing of your spirit. It brings a healing under your
whole world. But we can't do these stuffs by ourselves.

00:20:09

It takes something beyond us. God has sent the pardon in the
form of His son and it’s in the pages of the Bible and many of us
writing that, if there was a billion dollar check in our Bible some
of us would never discover it. Ask yourself that question, “If there
was a billion dollar check in my Bible, would I know it was there?”
And I’ll tell you people there’s something greater than a billion
dollar check in your Bible, but you got to go in there and get it
out.

And I believe as God wants to take us to another level that he will
open up some knowledge. Open up some revelations. Have us to
understand that sometimes we’ve got to know what God’s word
really see and not was popular, because at the time of Martin
Luther indulgences and buying your way in to Heaven was
popular. It was popular but it wasn’t right. And it wasn’t the word
of God. That’s why you need to know the word for yourself. It’s
in full clear English that you can read and that you can
understand. I believe God sent His son with all of my heart. Not
just to die for us to get in to Heaven, but to bring us life and life
more abundance.

I don’t believe he meant for us to go into misery, he don’t need so.
I’ve really -- really, truly -- truly don’t. I believe God meant for
his people to be blessed and live in the fullness of abundance,
right here on this Earth and that transcends right on into
Heaven. It’s what his word speaks all at the time over and -- over
but you’ve got to accept Him and you got to do what’s right.

And see, you will never hear me preaching, but you just got to
have faith. Because that just not what that words, you got to do
what’s right and that’s the part that we leave out too often
because we want the easy thing. And we want to do what’s right.
You got to do what’s right. That’s why I begin even talking about
your money, you got to do what’s right.
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And when you don’t do what’s right there’s a curse that goes with
that, “You got to do what’s right.” That’s why when you read
Jesus’ word, he was real heavy on that obeying what God told you
to do. You got to do what’s right and you got to do what’s right in
every area of your life. And people, we have to look at how Jesus
was. He died for our sins to forgive our sins. But remember what
He told you? “If you don’t forgive other folk” -- well, he said “My
Father will not forgive you”. That’s the part we need that and
somehow we don’t emphasize that. It’s not just a Jesus die for our
sins, he did. But you got to forgive other folk their sins.

So, if you got all these stuff in your heart against folk that’s going
to block you out of Heaven and it make you sick on Earth. It
makes you sick on Earth and it blocks you out of Heaven. So,
there is a part for you to do. You just can’t have Jesus wash you
white as snow and you got all these stuff against other folk.
That’s not His word. So, I want to just tell people, it will take you
to another level of freedom when you can just forgive folk. It
really will. Carrying mess on foot is just heavy, It’s like carrying
a whole backpack full of heavy duty.

If can put it in just some graphic term, that’s what it is, carrying
all these stuffs against folk who have legitimately done you
wrong, I’m not saying they haven’t done you wrong, they have
legitimately done you wrong. But carrying all these stuffs against
folk, blocks your blessing on this Earth and it will block you into
Heaven. That’s what it said in Lords prayer. “Forgive them and
to trespasses as your trespassers will be forgiven you”. So, if you
don’t forgive others, God would not forgive you. It’s just in His
word and we leave off this part.

So, it ain’t just about Jesus die for your sin, you got to forgive folk. That’s why the
Christ is in you and that’s why those who believe can do greater
things. You can forgive just like Jesus did. When he was hanging
on the cross, “Lord, forgive them for they know not what they do.”
And when people have done you wrong, they don’t truly what they
have done.

Lord, just bow your heads as we just pray. Lord I pray right now that even on the
question, “If I’m a good person, can I get in to Heaven?” The
answer is simply no, we need your Son and we need to accept Him
in to our lives. But we also need to do what’s right and just as He
came to forgive us of our sins. So, must we forgive others. And
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Father, I just pray right now even as we’ve have some heavy rain
in the past few hours. That the rain from Heaven shall wash our
souls clean. And Father, the things that we hold in our hearts
right now against others, even when it is legitimate, even when
they have done us wrong, even when they have mistreated us,
even when they have hurt us, even when they have wronged us,
dear Father. Father, I pray right now that as the rain has come
down that your love washes us and it allows us to forgive so that
we can be forgiven.

00:25:07

And Father, let us radiate the love of Christ, the love of Christ,
the love of Christ it is in us for when we believe and when we
accept, then we will be able to do greater things because we will
be able to forgive others who have wronged us and we will be able
to wash them clean. And as we wash them clean, it shall wash us
clean.

Father, I pray right now that this message shall at least touch
one person and it shall encourage them to look themselves in the
mirror and to think of the person or persons whom they hold are
against and be able to say in their hearts, I forgive them. I forgive
them, I forgive them and as they do that, we become like Christ,
we become like God’s and we take on part of the same power of
God and Jesus. For we have the power to forgive sins, the sins
that have been perpetrated against us. We must forgive others
in order for us to be forgiven.

It’s not just about doing good, it is about accepting Jesus. But
when we accept Jesus, He says, “If you love me, keep my
commandments. If you love me, keep my commandments, if you
love me, keep my commandments.” And He commanded us to love
our neighbor as ourselves and to forgive others, not just seven
times a day, but ye 70 times seven keep my commands.

Father, I just pray right now that as we forgive others, it moves
us closer and closer and closer to Jesus and assures our place in
to Heavenly realm. In thy son Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.
Amen. You are dismissed.

We thank you for joining us at Brothers of the Word because
brother, you need the word.
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Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com. This was part six of
the message titled, “12 Questions Ask of Christians.” subtitled,
“Can I Get in to Heaven by Doing Good?” by Nathaniel Bronner.
This message is number 5741. That’s 5741. To listen to over a
thousand free messages or to send this message number 5741 to
a friend go to brothersoftheword.com.

Male: If this message has been a blessing to you and you would like to
help support this ministry, go to iwanttogive.com. That’s
iwanttogive.com.

Female: Listen to brothersoftheword.com often because brother, you need
the word.

(Music Playing)

00:28:02


