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Nathaniel Bronner: As long as you live, there will always be some things you 

wish were better. 

 

Automated Voice: You are listening to BrothersofTheWord.com.  This Part 1 of the 

series titled “The Causes of Lack - Because You Have Not Asked” 

by Nathaniel Bronner.  This message is number 5768.  That’s 

5768.  Listen to over a thousand free messages on 

BrothersofTheWord.com. 

 

(Music Playing) 

 

 And now for 5768, “The Causes of Lack - Part 1, Because You 

Have Not Asked.” 

 

Nathaniel Bronner: Welcome to Brothers of the Word because brother you need 

the word.  And that was a father who had a five-year-old son and 

the boy told his daddy, he said, “Daddy, I really want a little 

brother.”  He was an only child.  And his daddy looked at him and 

his daddy says, “Son, I’ll tell you what, if you will pray to God 

every day, earnestly for two months, I guarantee you that God 

will give you a little brother.” 

 

 And the little boy went into his bedroom that night and he just 

began praying in earnest, “Lord, send me a little brother.”  And 

he prayed for a whole month.  But then he got around his friends 

and his friends said, “Look, look, don’t you understand?  You can’t 

get a little brother just like that.  You just can’t pray for two 

months and then, bam! and you got a little brother.  It doesn’t 

work like that.”  So it disheartened the little boy and he stopped 

praying after a month. 

 

 Well two months, his mother went to the hospital and when she 

came back, they called the little boy into the bedroom and there 

in the bedroom, bundled up, the daddy took the blanket back and 

there were two twin boys.  And his daddy says, “Son, you see, 

what happens when you pray?  Now aren’t you glad you prayed?”  

And the little boy looked at two of them.  He hesitated a little bit 

and looked up his daddy say, “Yeah, but aren’t you glad I quit 

when I did?” 

 

 And God spoke and he said, “You shall begin a series called the 

Causes of Lack.”  Because many of my people have a perceived 

lack.  So today begins “The Causes of Lack Part 1, Because You 

Have Not Asked.”  We’ve heard the verse in James Chapter 4 
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Verse 3 over and over.  You have not because you asked not.  

We’ve heard this over and over and over and over.  The verse 

reads literally, “Yet, ye have not because ye asked not.”  

 

 But I want to read the whole thing in a modern translation, that 

whole series of verses which actually is three verses that deal 

with that in the New Living Translation, “What is causing the 

quarrels and fights among you?”  You know, you’ve all got any 

quarrels and fights among you?  Now I’m not talking about just 

in the church, I’m talking about other places.  Any of you have 

any quarrels or fights among you?  Don’t they come from the evil 

desires at war within you?  You want what you don’t have, so you 

scheme and kill to get it.  You are jealous of what others have, but 

you can't get it.  So you fight and wage war to take it away from 

them.  Yet you don’t have what you want because you don’t ask 

God for it.  And even when you ask, you don’t get it because your 

motives are all wrong.  You want only what will give you pleasure. 

 

 The King James says, “You don’t get what you ask for because 

when you ask, you ask or missing.  You ask out of your own lust.”  

The modern version simply says, “You ask because you want it 

and you want it for your own pleasure.” 

 

 So I want to just begin this series with just the causes of lack.  

And I don’t know how many of you right now are challenged with, 

it’s what God says, “My people, they perceive that they have lack.”  

See, some of you don’t really have lack, you just perceive you have.  

That’s when you really want something because you want to 

impress somebody.  You really don’t have lack, you just want to 

impress somebody. 

 

 So many of you don’t have true lack.  God says, “You have the 

perception of lack.”  And see, if you have the perception of lack, 

it’s almost just as bad as if you don’t have it. 

 

00:05:04 

 

 Because if you have something and you don’t really appreciate it, 

if you don’t really want it, if you want something else, it’s really 

just almost as bad as if you didn’t have the thing to begin with.  

So many of us, we don’t have lack, we have the perception of lack, 

which is just about the same as having lack. 
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 And the first thing of the causes of lack, just dealing with the first 

part of this James Chapter 4 verse 3, we first need to ask.  Simple 

as that, we first need to ask.  Now I’ll be out of town next Sunday 

and C. Elijah is going to be preaching next Sunday.  Do you know 

why C. Elijah is going to be preaching next Sunday?  C. Elijah, 

tell them why you’re going to preaching next Sunday, just shout 

it out.  Why are you going to be preaching next Sunday? 

 

C. Elijah: You asked. 

 

Nathaniel Bronner: Asked.  Now see, it’s a simple thing.  I called up C. Elijah 

and I asked C. Elijah, would he be able to preach at the Ark next 

Sunday?  Now I could look at C. Elijah all day long.  C. Elijah is a 

highly perceptive, a very wise man.  And I could look at C. Elijah 

all day long.  I could moan to C. Elijah.  I could moan to C. Elijah 

all day long.  I could dance in front of C. Elijah.  I could just dance 

in front of C. Elijah all day long.  I could even touch C. Elijah.  I 

could just touch him.  I could just anoint C. Elijah all day long.  

But C. Elijah would not be preaching on next Sunday if I did not 

simply ask.  And some of us with the things that we have lack or 

perceiving we have lack, we never truly in earnest, we have never 

asked God. 

 

 Now, see, we often fuss and complain about what we don’t have, 

but we never really ask God truly for what we want.  We don’t 

have a prayer life.  We have a complaining life.  We don’t have a 

land of communication with God.  See, really what we have 

oftentimes, we have an emergency line, not a prayer line.  And do 

you know the difference between an emergency line versus a 

prayer line?  We only want to talk to God when we are in a dire 

strait, when something has gone wrong, when we have a big 

crisis. 

 

 You know in the White House, always in the movies, they’ll have 

the hotline, it’s a red phone that links directly to Russia?  So if 

something really goes wrong, they can just pick and talk.  One 

president can talk directly to the other president.  Sometimes, we 

just have an emergency line to God, and God didn’t just want us 

to have an emergency line, he wants us to have a prayer line.  He 

wants us to have a line of communication with him and we talk 

with him on a regular basis so we have a communication.  Because 

even though I asked C. Elijah, C. Elijah knew who I was and we 

have a regular open line of communication.  And even though 

God, He knows who all of us are, but have we been communicating 
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with Him?  Or do we only call up God when we have a crisis on 

our hands? 

 

 First thing we got to do, one of the major causes of lack is, we just 

have not asked.  Second thing is, we need to ask specifically.  Too 

often, we are so generalized that we don’t even know what we 

want ourselves.  I remember when I was single and I was really 

going through -- what I considered -- and that’s why you always 

have said, what I consider.  You all, you say, “What I consider.”  

See, I was going through what I consider to be a rough time 

because I was trying to get this wife.  So I had all these 

possibilities and yet no one was quite right.  You’ll never run 

across that before?  No one was quite right.  So I was going 

through all of this and I had a line of communication.  I was 

talking with God, but it had been one somebody after another.  

Yet, I just wasn’t satisfied with any of them.  No one was perfect.  

See, that was my younger years.  I’ve learned, but I did find my 

lump of sugar just about perfect.  But at the time, no one was 

perfect. 

 

 So one day I’m driving along and I asked God.  I said, “Lord, why 

don’t you give me a good relationship?  All this relationship, like 

I got one issue after another.  It’s just one little problem after 

another, one thing after.”  Well I said, “Lord, why can’t you give 

me a good relationship?” 

 

00:10:05 

 

 You know what God answered me?  He said, “I did.”  I said, “You 

did?  Wait a minute, hold up here.  Now yeah, I know I’ve got some 

relationships that I’ve had that had been pretty good, but I don’t 

want to marry them.  And if I don’t want to marry them, I don’t 

consider that to be a real good relationship, Lord.  So here, you 

are telling me, you’ve given me a good relationship and I went 

right down this.  No, this one, no.  No, no, I don’t want to marry 

them.  No.”  I said, “You said you give me a good relationship, 

Lord, but yet I’ve got issues with that.  Where?” 

 

 And then God said, “I gave you James.”  I said, “But that’s not 

what I’m talking about.”  He said, “That’s what you asked.”  “But 

that’s not what I’m talking about.”  He said, “That’s what you 

asked.  You asked for a good relationship, you didn’t say a good 

romantic relationship.  You said a good relationship.  You and 
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James have been best friends.  You talk every day.  You never had 

an argument.” 

 

 Now I’ve been married 23 years, so that’s been at least about 25-

30 years ago.  We still never had an argument.  He gave me a 

phenomenal relationship, but that was not what I was asking 

about. 

 

 See, some of you, you’re not asking specifically.  So you need to 

narrow it down and I talked with so many people and they’re like, 

“Pastor, I need a breakthrough and I don’t understand why God 

won’t give me a breakthrough.”  I said, “Well what breakthrough 

do you want?  What exactly do you want?”  “So what do you mean?  

I want a breakthrough.”  “What kind of breakthrough?  What do 

you mean breakthrough?”  “But I just want stuff to change.”  

“What do you want?”  And I see this so many times, folk want to 

change, but they don’t even know what they want and they never 

sat down to even ask God specifically.  All they said, “Lord, I’m 

just in pain.  I feel hurt, Lord.”  But they never asked what do you 

want specifically, and it makes a difference. 

 

 And when I talk with people about it, they said, “Look, God can’t 

even answer you because you don’t even know what you want and 

you wouldn’t even know if the answer did come, because you don’t 

even know what you want.”  It’s to say, “Well then Lord, give me 

a good relationship.”  “I gave you a good relationship.”  So I had 

to go back and refine that.  I said, “Lord, I want a good 

relationship with a woman.”  So I had to redefine and outline 

exactly what I was talking about, and many of you do too.  You 

don’t even know what you want. 

 

 I know when I took the life coaching class to get my life coaching 

certificate, they had us do counseling or coaching sessions with 

our members.  I talked with people and oftentimes money would 

come up and I hear them say, “I want more money.”  And I said, 

“What exactly, how much money?”  “I want more.”  “How much 

money do you want?”  And hardly any of them knew the exact 

amount or the goal or the destination.  All they knew was they 

wanted more.  And I had to tell my son that when he was telling 

me he wanted more money and I gave him a dime.  I said, “Your 

wish and your request has been answered.”  He said, “But, daddy, 

that’s not what I meant.”  I said, “That’s what you asked for.” 
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 So oftentimes, we first of all don’t ask and then when we do ask, 

we don’t ask specifically.  Now see, even the shirt that I have on, 

and this one even what I asked God for.  He just spoke it.  But 

basically, it says, “I will live life fully and vibrantly until the last 

10 seconds.”  And I got some other who has 116 years.  I plan on 

making 116 years because that’s what He spoke.  So I cling to it.  

But the point is this.  I proclaim what it is I want.  Now I don’t 

just even ask God, I proclaim it.  So everybody I speak to, I speak 

that.  When I even go places, I’ll often wear this shirt.  I’m going 

to live fully and vibrantly until the last 10 seconds. 

 

 So that’s why you never see me half living or living without 

vibrancy.  I believe it.  I declare it.  I proclaim it.  So what is it 

that you have lack in your life?  You got to first of all ask for it, 

and then before you ask, you got to know.  You got to know even 

what you ask for and it makes a huge difference when we learn 

how to even properly ask.  And this is just a first part of the causes 

of lack.  You need to ask specifically. 

 

 You see, I’ve got stuff I want in my life, not just for now.  I’ve got 

three major life goals.  First goal is, I want to be able to positively 

impact the lives of over a million people.  That’s number one.  And 

I remember when I started Coach Bronner, I said, “Lord, I want 

to get a million people that I will touch with Coach Bronner every 

day.”  And I never will forget God saying, so He said, “Why are 

you limiting Me and you?”  I said, “A million is a lot of folk.”  He 

said, “Why are you limiting Me and you?” 

 

00:15:03 

 

 “Because I had done Mountain Wings and I took that to 1.3 

million.  So I guess, you’re setting a goal for you less than what 

you did 10 years ago.”  I said, “You got a point there.”  So I had to 

change that, but my number one goal, I want to positively impact 

the lives of over a million people.  Number two, I want to leave 

material in the earth that will continue to bless and help people 

long after I have left this body.  And number three, I want my 

seed or my children to go beyond me. 

 

 Now I’ve got three major life goals.  None of those goals involve 

money.  The first two really involve helping other people, and the 

third one involves the seed that I leave into the earth. 
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 And see, I got specifically what I want to do.  So when I said, “I 

want my seed to go beyond me.”  I knew exactly or at least in the 

general ballpark of how they need to be, what they need to be and 

I’ve got to train.  As a matter of fact, right after church, I got a 

meeting.  I got to be real short with that meeting because my 

youngest son has his first basketball game that starts at one 

clock.  Daddy needs to be there. 

 

 See, I can’t have that goal without some action to go along with 

the goal.  So I got to be there.  But you need to be specific and you 

need to be proclaiming this thing.  And see, when you start 

proclaiming it, there’s something about every cell of your body 

will hear it.  It will start corresponding and reacting.  Everything 

in the universe is connected and when you start speaking it and 

believing it from heaven to hell, hell hears it just as much as 

heaven does.  And sometimes we’re speaking to hell more than we 

are to heaven.  I said, “You’ve never heard me give the devil any 

credit, not one I owe to the devil, he’s not my master.” 

 

 I mean all these years of preaching, you have never heard me give 

the devil any credit.  The devil is not my master and I do not speak 

to the devil.  Really, don’t, devil is not my problem, as long as God 

is my head, devil is not my problem.  My problem is just staying 

in line with God.  As long as I stay in line with God, He got my 

back and front and side and top and bottom. 

 

 Third thing, we need to ask with right magnitude.  “Well what do 

you mean right magnitude?”  The other thing that I have seen is 

this -- I remember even in the coaching course as I was coaching 

people and I would ask them that question about money.  They 

had these unrealistic goals from where they were, and it’s not that 

they couldn’t make the goal, but you need to set what I call, 

“Stairstep type of goals” and I asked one lady, I said, “Well, you 

said you’re in financial jam, you need money.”  I said, “How much 

money do you want?”  “I want a million dollars a year.”  I said, 

“Well how much are you earning now?”  “About 30,000.”  I said, 

“Now, well what do you need in me?”  I said, “Who all do you have 

to support?”  “So I mean, I have a son.”  I said, “What do you need 

a million dollars a year for?”  They had no idea. 

 

 So often, what I have seen, I have seen people, when they ask, 

they ask with wrong magnitude.  And people, life is a series of 

steps.  Now before I jump from down there to up here to show you 

could do and I’m not going to do that this morning because I might 
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not make it.  Because I looked at the last time, I said, “Well I 

jumped all the way from the floor all the way up to the platform.”  

I said, “That wasn’t smart” because I hadn’t even tried to see if I 

could do it.  I said, “I don’t think I want to do that again.  That’s 

just not the wisest thing that I probably could make it.” 

 

 But see, the older you get, the wiser you get and you can't do or 

shouldn’t do some of the things at 61 that you tried at 21 because 

your bones just not quite as strong and stuff doesn’t heal as fast 

if you do make an error.  So some things are just -- you may have 

a capability, you’re just smarter than that and I’m smarter than 

that when I did that last time.  That was about two months ago 

that I jumped from that floor up here.  I probably still can do it, 

but I’m not. 

 

 You need to take life in steps.  So if you’re making $30,000 a year, 

don’t ask God for a million.  You ask God for 50.  Then when you 

get to the 50, you ask him for 75.  You understand what I mean 

by moving in step and I’ve seen and see, what happens with many 

people, when they put the super high, almost unattainable goals, 

it makes it where it takes it out of the realm of reality and as a 

result, they have to do nothing. 

 

 So you need to set stuff in a reality.  You don’t need to go from a 

trailer park to the Taj Mahal.  You go from the trailer, to a two-

bedroom or three-bedroom, and you go from the three-bedroom to 

a five-bedroom.  Then from the five-bedroom to a 10-bedroom.  

Then from the 10-bedrooom, you’d be able to go to something like 

the Taj Mahal. 

 

00:20:02 

 

 But you don’t go from one -- you don’t go from the bus to a Bentley.  

You go from the bus until you get an economy car that you could 

afford, get that paid for nice and good where you can handle that 

with no problem.  Then you get you a mid-size.  Then you go from 

the mid-size, then maybe you can get your -- after you got all, you 

go from step to step to step.  Some of us want to go from a bus to 

a Bentley and we haven’t gotten the bus straight. 

 

 So life takes steps and oftentimes our lack is because we have not 

asked, we have not asked specifically or we have not asked with 

the proper momentum and the steps in mind.  And I believe God 

wants to take all of us to where we have no lack in our lives. 
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 I really have no lack in my life.  I can honestly say that.  Now 

there are some things I want improved, but I’m just as happy as 

I can be and I recognize it as long as I stay in God’s will and in 

His way, everything that I think, I’m sure of that I would like to 

improve, that’s all for my benefit and it helps to strengthen me -- 

because you appreciate stuff a little bit more when you don’t have 

some things just fully up to par.  You just appreciate it when you 

get it. 

 

 I had a health incident yesterday.  I had to go to the Urgent Care 

Center.  You say, “Pastor, what happened to you?  What went 

wrong?”  How many of you all want to know what went wrong?  

Everybody does.  Folk just want to know, inquiring minds want 

to know.  I’ll tell you what happened.  I was out of town.  I woke 

up Friday morning when I did my run, came back in, I took a 

shower.  I shower everything.  But anyway, water got into my ear 

and it didn’t unstop.  So my hearing was about 75% blocked in 

this left ear and I knew what had happened.  There’s been some 

wax got it and so it just plugged up.  I couldn’t get it out.  I couldn’t 

hear.  I’m leaving out of town on Tuesday.  I said, “I think we’ll 

get this stuff out of here.” 

 

 So I went to the Urgent Care Center and they got it out and my 

hearing was restored totally back 100%.  You don’t appreciate 

stuff until you lose it and I can hear just -- working just good.  But 

see, until that hearing -- it was like putting a finger in and you 

couldn’t hear anything out of this ear.  It was just clogged up.  

Some of us just clogged up in one form or another.  Some of us 

clogged up with sin, and sin will block what you can hear.  So it 

makes a difference and when I got my hearing fully back, I mean 

I could hear good.  I could see good.  It’s just -- you appreciate 

much more once you have gone without it for a while. 

 

 And sometimes, God will have to just send us through some 

periods of drought so that we can appreciate the rain.  He’ll have 

to send us through some periods of shortages -- and I’ve had 

instances after instance after instance where I have been 

deprived of some things, and I just appreciate it so much when I 

got it back. 

 

 Never will I forget, I had a Corvette, younger and the Corvette 

had this kind of handle, you press down, it went down, open up 

what -- the lever on it snapped one day.  I was on the driver side.  
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So I had to crawl in the passenger side, pull the door and run 

around every time and it was and it was really expensive to fix 

this.  So I wasn’t going to take it to the shop, I was going to fix it 

myself.  But I drove like about three months with that door handle 

broken.  I finally took the time, took me a whole day, take the 

panel off, go in there, find the lever, get it all fixed, finally got my 

door handle. 

 

 Do you know every time I open that door, I said, “Thank you 

Jesus.  Thank you, Lord.  Thank you.”  Because before, I had to 

crawl around, open the passenger, reach over, open the driver and 

run back around.  When I finally got the door handle fixed, every 

time I open that door, I was thankful. 

 

 Sometimes we’re not thankful because we’ve been so blessed, we 

have missed a whole lot of stuff.  And see, once you get into the 

mentality, one of our major things of lack -- that’s why God said, 

“Perceived lack.”  Perceived lack.  And I believe right now, God is 

preparing us to take us to another whole level where none of us 

have even perceived lack, but we walk and we live in continual 

blessings. 

 

 The last sermon was, “Why am I so blessed?”  And we walk in 

God’s blessing and we recognize God’s blessings even though 

there are some things that we wish were better.  And I have a 

newsflash for you.  As long as you live, there will always be 

something you wish were better.  It’s just no two ways about it.  

There is no perfection in this material plane and I’m not even sure 

about this perfection in heaven.  “Pastor, what do you mean?”  

“Because a third of the angels had to be booted out.  They went to 

war in heaven.  So one out of the three of the angels weren’t 

happy.  So they had something to complain about in heaven as it 

is on earth, so it is in heaven.”  So if you don’t learn just how to 

be appreciative -- and see, once you get into that spirit of 

appreciation, more and more can be granted unto you. 

 

00:25:03 

 

 It’s like there’s an opening up in the spiritual realm and God can 

just pull more and more and more, and I believe that 116 years, 

and I didn’t ask for long life.  I said, “Lord, all I want to do is do 

what I’m supposed to do while I’m here because I believe the other 

side is much better.  So I’m ready to die, I’m ready to die.  All I 

want to do is to do what I’m supposed to do while I’m here.  I’m 

http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/5768


www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/5768 

not afraid of death.”  “Because I’m going to give you 116 years.”  

You haven’t even asked for it. 

 

 See, when you do what you’re supposed to do, not only will you -- 

that Ephesians verse, it’s my favorite verse which simply says, 

“Beyond what you can even or imagine.”  I’m saying to myself, 

“How can God give me beyond what I even ask or imagined?”  

Because I got a big imagination, but when you look at the verse, 

and when you really love God and follow God, “I’ll give you beyond 

what you can even ask or imagine.”  And I believe Him, and it’s 

simple stuff, there’s nothing elaborate. 

 

 See, the world will have you believe.  You got to have a Rolls 

Royce.  Now I’m going to have a Rolls Royce one day, Rolls Royce 

and a private jet.  But you know, there’s not a man you’ve seen 

that was just happy as I was in a smart car.  The Rolls Royce and 

I’ve seen it.  I’ve gone down and taken a look at it, just a white 

convertible Rolls.  I’ll buy it one day, $400,000.  It’s not a cheap 

car.  But I don’t think I’m going to be a one bit happier in a 

convertible Rolls than am in my little convertible two-seater right 

now.  You can buy 12 of those for the price of one of the Rolls. 

 

 And see, some of you all are thinking, “I’ll be happy once I get 

that.”  No, you won’t.  No, you won’t.  I’m going to live fully and 

vibrantly up until the last 10 seconds regardless of what I have.  

I’m going to live fully and vibrantly on a $50,000.  Really, that’s 

about $250,000 (00:26:51) bus.  Yeah, you show for it around 

town.  It’s all a matter of perspective.  You have your own show 

for it, it’s all a matter of perspective. 

 

 I don’t believe we’re in Christ that we have -- Jesus told his 

disciples, he asked them the question, “Had ye lacked anything?  

Had ye lacked anything?”  And they said, “No, not a thing.”  And 

when we’re in Christ, the answer to that question is going to be, 

“No, not a thing.”  We are not supposed to live and exist in lack.  

And as we get through this series, by the time we finish it -- for 

those of you who think you’re in lack now, you’re either going to 

know that you’re not or you’re going to have the tools that you 

shall not be. 

 

 We thank you for joining us today at Brothers of the Word because 

brother you need the word.  Amen. 
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Female: You are listening to BrothersofTheWord.com.  This was Part 1 of 

the series titled “The Causes of Lack - Because You Have Not 

Asked” by Nathaniel Bronner.  This message is number. 5768.  

That’s 5768.  To listen to over a thousand free messages or to send 

this message number 5768 to a friend, go to 

BrothersofTheWord.com. 

 

Nathaniel Bronner: If this message has been a blessing to you and you would 

like to help support this ministry, go to iwanttogive.com.  That’s 

iwanttogive.com. 

 

Female: Listen to BrothersofTheWord.com often because brother you need 

the word. 

 

(Music Playing) 
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