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Nathaniel Bronner: It doesn’t matter what situation you are in.  There is 

literally something that you can find to be thankful about. 

 

Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com.  This is Part 4 of the 

series titled, “The Causes of Lack,” by Nathaniel Bronner.  This 

message is number 5772.  That’s 5772.  Listen to over a thousand 

free messages on brothersoftheword.com. 

 

(Music Playing) 

 

 And now for 5572, “The Causes of Lack, Part 4.” 

 

Nathaniel Bronner: Welcome to Brothers of the Word, because brother, you 

need the word.  And today is part 4 of the series called The Causes 

of Lack.  How many of us have lack in some areas of our lives?  

How many of you guys have some lack in just some areas of your 

life?  It’s hardly anyone who has a perfect life.  Everyone has 

something that they wish was better or they wish they had more 

of or something different. 

 

 The vast majority of people have lack in their lives and I actually 

had one of the other causes to talk about today, but yesterday as 

I was driving, and I believe its stem from C. Elijah’s message and 

just something begins to just flow over me.  It was just a spirit of 

giving thanks.  And I was driving in the car and I just started 

talking out loud, “Lord, I thank you and I thank you for this.  I 

thank you.”  And I called my wife and I said, “Sweetheart, I just 

thank you.”  And I began to have just an overwhelming spirit of 

thanks that begin to flow over me. 

 

 And then I realized about today that lack of thanks is one of the 

major causes of lack.  C. Elijah preached on his last message 

about prayerfulness, thankfulness and joyfulness and how all 

three of those tie together.  And when you are thankful, there is 

something about it that will change your world.  Our central 

scripture today shall be 1 Thessalonians 5:18.  You don’t have to 

turn there because I want you to really get this scripture down in 

your spirit.  And the scripture simply says this and everything 

you’ve heard it so many times before. 

 

 “In everything, give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ 

Jesus concerning you.”  Get this scripture down in your soul.  If 

you can get this scripture down in your soul, it will change your 

world.  “In everything give thanks: for this is the will of God in 
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Christ Jesus concerning you.”  That’s a tough scripture because 

it’s easy for us to give thanks in the pleasant things, in the things 

that lift us up, where the difficulty comes, it’s in the other stuff, 

the stuff that’s painful, it’s not pleasant.  The thing that appear 

to tear us down.  The verse does not say give thanks for 

everything, it says give thanks in everything. 

 

 How many of you all in some mess right now?  You’re just in some 

stuff and yet you don’t want to give thanks but He said, “You don’t 

have to give thanks for the bad situation but you need to give 

thanks in every situation.” 

 

 And see, no matter what situation you’re in, depending upon your 

mindset and spirit, there’s always something you can find to give 

thanks for.  And there were four seniors out playing golf one day 

and one of the seniors say, “Whoa, looked like this fairway has 

gotten longer since we’ve hit 80.”  The other one said, “Yeah, 

looked like the hills have gotten steeper since we hit 80.” And the 

other one said, “Yeah, looked like the sand traps have gotten wild 

since we hit 80.”  And then the fourth one who was the wisest of 

all, he said, “Well, I’m all going to tell you, yeah, it does appear 

that the fairways have gotten longer.  Yes, it does look like the 

hills have gotten steeper and yes, it does look like the sand traps 

have gotten wider but I am just thankful that we are on this side 

of the grass.” 

 

 See, sometimes you just need to be thankful.  You’re on this side 

of the grass.  There is always something to be thankful for.  There 

was once a pastor and he was counseling a man who was in some 

serious domestic issues with his wife. 

 

00:05:04 

 

 And they were just fuzzing and fighting.  They were calling the 

pastor all the time and just having a real tough time.  So, the 

pastor said, “Look, man, I’m going to give you my cellphone 

number.  So, anytime you’re having a major issue with your wife, 

you just give me a call and I’m going to show you something you 

can be thankful for in that situation.  Just remember and just 

hold your peace, just give me a call and I’m going to show you 

something you can be thankful for in that situation. 

 

 So, about a week went by, pastor was out when his cellphone 

rang, he picked it up, “Hello.  This is Bob?”  He said, “Yes, Bob.  
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What’s going on?”  He said, “Well, pastor, I’ve been trying to follow 

what you said but pastor she just slapped me.  What can I find to 

be thankful about that?  Pastor, she just slapped me.”  And 

Pastor, “Bob, calm down.  Calm down.”  He said, “Look.  At least, 

you can be thankful that she didn’t shoot you.”  So, Bob said, 

“Well, you got a point there, pastor.  You got a point.”  Bob hung 

up.  About 30 minutes later, Bob called back.  “Pastor!”  “Yes, Bob? 

How’s it?” “Well, pastor.  She just shot me.”  What in the world, 

pastor, can I find to be thankful for about that?” 

 

 And pastor said, “Bob, at least you can be thankful that she didn’t 

kill you.”  About 30 minutes later, pastor’s phone rang again.  

“Pastor, it’s Bob.  I’m down at the Emergency Room and the doctor 

says she has hit some vital with that bullet and I’m not going to 

make it.  I’m about to leave here, pastor.  What in the world is 

there to be thankful for about that?”  And pastor, “Bob, you can 

at least give thanks that you are about to see Jesus.” 

 

 So, it doesn’t matter what situation you are in.  There is literally 

something that you can find to be thankful about.  “In everything, 

give thanks:  for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning 

you.”  In everything, not just the good stuff, in everything. 

 

 I have told you about many of my situations that I have been and 

one of the worst and most painful was the crash I had over in 

Greece and I’m bleeding in the street, bleeding, thinking I might 

even die but I was just as thankful as I could be.  

 

 When I got in the ambulance, I’d say, “I’ve never been in 

ambulance.  This is a whole unique experience.”  When they were 

carrying me to another island because I had to have an MRI 

because they weren’t sure whether I had spinal injuries and I 

said, “I have never been on a ferry boat all by myself.” I got all 

this -- They left me over to dock, waiting on the ambulance 

because the ambulance was busy with some.  I literally laid on 

the dock, strapped down to a journey, couldn’t move, and I said, 

“I have never been on the edge of the dock like this before.” 

 

 See, there is something to be thankful about depending on how 

you feel.  None of the stuff was naked if it is for as I was concerned, 

all of this was an adventure but it’s a mindset in everything.  In 

everything, give thanks and when you can get to that point, your 

life literally changes.  And see, when you give thanks, it will 

change the stuff that’s around you.  I can just about guarantee 
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like with Bob and his wife, with every domestic situation that’s 

tough, I can guarantee you when it’s getting cold, the thanks is 

going out of the relationship.  And if you will just thank the person 

every day for something, because they do something for you every 

day.  There’s just no two ways about it.  My love for sure that does 

several things for me, every day. 

 

 So, if you can just find one thing, if you’re just thankful but often 

times, no matter what folk do, they just won’t thank him.  All day, 

will do is complain about something they didn’t do or something 

they didn’t do up to full expectation.  So, if you just find something 

to just thank them about, it changes you and it changes them.   I 

was up in my prayer room today and I have a room, but my cat is 

there, because I have a cat now.  And the cat just follows me 

around everywhere that I go.  So, I’m in my chair and I pray this 

morning, the cat just jumps up in my lap and she’s just curled up 

in my lap, just purring and it just hit me.  I said, “Toby.”  That’s 

the cat’s name. 

 

 I said, “Toby, thank you for being such a good cat.”  And do you 

know, the cat didn’t understand English but the cat does 

understand emotion and they can feel what people feel.  They can 

feel the tone of your voice and when I said that she was all curled 

up, laying around and when I said that she just looked up and 

just looked at me.  Point the picture of my cat, this is from early 

this morning.  That’s Toby, sitting in my lap and she just looked 

at up at me.  Sometimes, people, even a cat understands when 

you are thankful.  So, if you’re just thankful about some things, it 

will change you and it will change the person to whom you are 

thankful to 

 

00:10:02 

 

 Some of you got cars and you want a new car and your car is 

starting to have problem because you’re not thankful for what 

God has already given you.  I have seen mechanical objects that 

respond to human emotion.  Sometimes if your car is getting you 

from one place to another, you just needed to thank it.  Thank it, 

baby, because you know, when it’s starts acting up and you’re 

barely make it somewhere, then you come on, baby, you talk to it 

then.  “Come on baby!  Come on!  Don’t let me down now.  Come 

on!”  So, you talk to it then, so why don’t you just thank them. 
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 I’m not talking about thinking it’s alive or worshiping it or 

anything, even inanimate objects tell something about the 

universe.  Your spirit gets on everything and when you are not 

thankful, it changes some things. 

 

 So, we need to be thankful in everything.  You get this one verse 

in your speaker, you’re going to need this verse.  I guarantee it, 

you’re going to need this verse in everything.  Be thankful for this 

is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you.  Be thankful in 

everything.  And I mean, people, when we are thankful, it really 

does alter the universe. 

 

 The other day I was with lump of sugar and I just took a picture 

with my lump of sugar.  Put the picture of them.  That’s my lump 

of sugar and you know what that picture says?  The picture says 

my wife and mother of our four boys is so pretty and young looking 

when people see us, some think he must have money. 

 

 My lump of sugar, so pretty when they see what a great ham it is, 

he must have some money and I just want to thank you for just 

being so pretty and I mean it really makes a difference.  Some of 

you have not even thanked your spouse for all the stuff they do 

and all you do is complain and fuzz about their shortcoming but 

when we really spend some time being faithful for some stuff, it 

will make a world of difference. 

 

 What I want you to do now, everybody take out your cellphone.  

Everybody got -- when everybody’s got a cellphone, take out your 

cellphone.  Normally in church they tell you put your cellphone 

off, silence your cellphone.  Some of you don’t listen to any of it 

and we still got it out.  But just take out your cell phone.  Now, I 

want you to take out your cellphone and I want you to open your 

camera app.  Open your camera app. 

 

 When one person was going through a very depressing time and 

this is what they did.  They said they started to take a picture, 

one picture every day of something they are thankful for.  And 

once they started doing this, just taking a picture of something 

that they were thankful for, the depression began to lift, they 

began to get joy in their spirit because they were focusing on, 

literally focusing on and taking a picture of something they were 

thankful. 
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 So. take your cellphone over to cam now, I want you to take a 

picture right now of something you are thankful for.  You might 

just need to put it on a selfie and turn the camera around and just 

smile.  Yes, I got my teeth right.  Lord, I got my teeth and I’m 

thankful for this and thankful for my head, thankful for my eyes.  

If you’re sitting with your spouse, I’m going to take a picture of 

my lump of sugar right now.  Thank you, sweetheart.  Yes, oh, my 

goodness. That’s all right, don’t worry about it. 

 

 But anyway, the thing is thankful, we’ve got another microphone.  

Stuff will happen, that’s the first time ever this microphone has 

ever gone dead because I always check it before I put it on and I 

don’t put it on without having at least two bars.  So it had two 

bars of battery power, there's no logical reason two bars of battery 

power out of three bards should last at least three to four hours.  

It’s dead, stuff will happen in your world. 

 

 But, what will God say?  In everything, give thanks for this is the 

will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you.  So, if something goes 

dead or if someone dies, in everything, give thanks.  So, I am 

thankful that we have another microphone and can still keep 

going and if there was no other microphone, I would just talk 

louder and I will be thankful that I have the lung power and the 

voice to talk loud in everything.  Give thanks.  

 

 There is no accident.  So I think no matter what happens in your 

world, because one thing I can guarantee folks, something’s going 

to happen but that’s why the song that John Wayne Bailey, that 

last lines that he kept repeating, sing that line again, just sing it 

out.  Sing that line. 

 

 When we understand that line, all things work together for our 

good. for those who love the Lord and are called according to his 

purpose.  When you understand that all things, just like, in 

everything.  See, this encompasses everything.  Modern 

Christianity wants to exclude the painful and what appears to be 

the negative.  It’s a part of life, it’s necessary.  Wars and rumors 

of wars.  These things must come. 

 

00:15:01 

 

  There are some things that are necessary and, in your life, there 

are some tough things that are necessary but in everything, give 
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thanks and when we can understand and when we can do that, it 

makes a difference. 

 

 I want you to run the video.  I’ve never played this video in church.  

Some may have seen it on YouTube.  This was several years ago.  

I was in Asheville in the Carolinas.  I was in a hot air balloon and 

this is the video of the balloon.  You hear the flames going up into 

the balloon.  We were way up in the air and we were getting ready 

to come in for a landing.  That’s the air blowing. 

 

 Stuff happens, stuff happens in your life and it’s not a matter of 

what this stuff is, it’s not a matter of how rough this stuff is, it is 

a matter of how you do it. Do you feel thanks?  Do you start 

cursing?  Do you blame Satan?  Oh yes, Christians do some curses.  

There's no question about that.  There's no question about that. 

 

 So here we are coming in for the land.  This is my first hot air 

balloon ride and as we get ready to come in, I have my camera out 

and I’m just videoing coming in for the land because I’ve never 

landed in a hot air balloon, just probably six or eight people in the 

basket in the balloon with us and we’re heading down now, 

getting ready to land in Asheville. 

 

 Stuff does not go like you think.  The man has told me that he got 

to stop the traffic because he’s getting ready to land and see what 

the hot air balloon it has no motor ball so you have to go where 

the winds go.  That’s where we’re getting ready to land right over 

and took a right.  You see the ground crew and here we go and 

“Bam!” we hit.  That’s my camera that popped out when we hit 

the basket turned over, it was dropped.  My camera flew out the 

basket.  Some folk got hurt but I want you to hear my reaction.  

“My wife won’t be joining me on this.” 

 

 Then you notice I’m laughing.  That’s a choice.  You can cry, you 

can fuzz.  It’s all that matter is how you react.  And you see some 

people still in the basket because one lady was hurt.  Stuff are 

going to happen in your world. 

 

 And that’s what the fellow said.  He said, long as they have been 

doing this, they’ve had a landing that rough.  So my reaction, we 

were blessed enough to be in the roughest landing they ever had.  

Not quite that I had to be on this.  So we’re finally able to lift this 

lady out.  She had some moderate bruising. 
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 And all of the flights that I’ve ever taken, that one is the most 

memorable.  I used to fly private planes.  That is the most 

memorable.  So some of your roughest stuff becomes your most 

memorable.  You just have to get through it and give your thanks.  

You got through it with no hurt, you got through it and you had 

an adventure.  It’s all a mindset and when you can in everything 

give thanks, it will change your world. 

 

 Every day for the next seven days, just take a picture of 

something you’re thankful for.  Just take a picture of something 

your thankful for and it changes your focus away from all the 

negative in the world to the positive.  If where you can live.  1st 

Thessalonians 5:18, “In every everything, give thanks for this is 

the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you.” 

 

 We thank you for joining us today at Brothers of the Word.  You 

can go to brothersoftheword.com and listen to the entire series 

“The Causes of Lack” absolutely free.  Thank you for joining us 

today at Brothers of the Word because brother you need the word.  

Amen, amen, amen, and amen. 

 

Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com.  This was part four 

of this series titled, “The Causes of Lack” by Nathaniel Bronner.  

This message is number 5772, that’s 5772.  To listen to over a 

thousand free messages or to send this message number 5772 to 

a friend, go to brothersoftheword.com. 

 

Male: If this message has been a blessing to you and you would like to 

help support this ministry, go to iwanttogive.com.  That’s 

iwanttogive.com 

 

Female: Listen to brothersoftheword.com often, because brother, you need 

the word. 

 

(Music Playing) 

 

00:23:26 
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