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Nathaniel Bronner: There is a difference between the desires of your hear and 

the desires of your mind. 

 

Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com this is the message 

titled, “Heart’s Desire” by Nathaniel Bronner.  This message is 

5776, that’s 5776.  Listen to over a thousand free messages on 

brothers of the word.com. 

 

(Music Playing: 00:00:22 - 00:00:50) 

 

Female: And now for, 5776, Heart’s Desire. 

 

Nathaniel Bronner: Welcome to Brothers of The Word because brother, you 

need the Word.  Right now, we are getting ready to go into a New 

Year and in less than an hour, we will be rolling into a new year.  

Today happens also to be my birthday.  I was born at 10:56 PM 

on December 31st and someone contacted me a few weeks ago and 

actually, they asked me a question because they knew that my 

birthday was coming.  They asked me the simple question, “What 

does your heart desire for your birthday?”  That’s a deep question. 

 

 Turn to the person who is sitting next to you and just ask them 

that question.  What does your heart desire?  That’s a deep 

question and you know, I had to take pause on that question and 

really think about it.  What does my heart truly desire?  Even 

tonight, we generally always try to do something whatever God 

leads on New Year’s Eve, so tonight, we have some little heart 

shaped bottles with a parchment on the inside for you to perhaps 

even write your heart’s desire but before you write your heart’s 

desire, I want to talk to you for just a few minutes from that 

subject of heart’s desire.  When I read that and I was pondering 

over what was my heart’s desire, God spoke to me and he said, 

“That is what you show -- teach about on the last day of this year.” 

 

 Psalms 37-4 says, “Delight yourself also in the Lord and He shall 

give you the desires of your heart.”  What is your heart’s desire?  

Three things I want to talk to you about that.  Number one, what 

is your real desire?  It’s a big deference in what we think we want 

and what we truly want.  A lot of times, if you ask people what do 

they want, they want money.  But that’s not really what they 

want.  They want what money can do, because money by itself is 

just paper.  They really want what money can do, so you have to 

always kind of get to the real root, the real reason, what is my 

real desire? 
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 Someone said, “Well, I want a new car.”  They really don’t want a 

new car, what they want is the image the car brings and the 

adoration the new car will bring.  They want a new car because 

their rival has a car and they want a better car than their rival.  

So sometimes, when you really get into the real desire, it’s not the 

thing that people state, that’s not the real thing the hear truly 

desires.  It’s something else that they think the thing will bring 

them. 

 

 “I want to get married.”  No, that’s not really what you want.  

What you really want is someone to share your life with, someone 

you can depend on, someone you can open up your heart with, 

someone you can be physically intimate with, someone who is 

going to be there and curl up with you at night.  That’s what you 

really want. 

 

 So sometimes, when you really ask a person what is their heart’s 

desire and when you ask yourself that question, you have to really 

get to the real root of the thing, “What do you really want?”  A lot 

of times, with this, it boils down, “I just want to be satisfied, I 

want to be at peace, I want to be happy, I want to be content,” and 

we have a belief that what we may state is our heart’s desire 

would really take us to that point.  Sometimes, it will and 

sometimes it won’t. 

 

 During World War II, the native Panamanians over in Panama, 

the U.S. was there and they we’re building these big military 

projects.  They were using a lot of the native Panamanians to do 

a lot of the work but the general that was having a whole lot of 

problems with the natives.  The problem he was having, they just 

wouldn’t have work.  They would work for a day or two per week 

and they just wouldn’t come back until the next week. 

 

 When he tried to ask them, “Why do you all won’t work five days 

a week or six days -- we got all we need?” 

 

00:05:01 

 

 Once you pay us for one or two days of work, that just takes care 

of everything we need to do.  Because they didn’t have a fancy 

lifestyle.  So, one or two days a week for them, that’s a whole lot 

of money.  So, they just wouldn’t show back up.  So, the general 

said, “I’ve got to figure this thing out because I’ve got to get this 
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thing built and I need their labor.  But once we pay them for a day 

or two, they just won’t show back up for the whole week.” 

 

 So, the general said, “I have got to change my tactics.  I ‘ve tried 

reasoning with them, I’ve tried arguing with them, I’ve tried to 

explain to them about the project and I have -- and they just won’t 

come back to work after they get that money and they get 

everything they want, they just won’t come back to work, I got to 

figure out how to handle this thing.  I have to figure out, what do 

I do.” 

 

 So, what the general did and you have to understand, this is back 

in the mid-40s.  So, what the general did, he ordered several 

thousand Sears and Roebuck Catalogs and he gave the catalogues 

to all of the workers and to all of their worker’s wives.  So here, 

the people who were content, who only needed enough just one or 

two days a week, who have to work and satisfied everything they 

needed.  They didn’t come back to work, they were just as happy 

as they can be but, you all say but. 

 

 They got Sears and Roebuck Catalog and some of the younger 

people, you can’t relate to a Sears and Roebuck Catalog.  Let me 

put that in modern terms, it’s like someone giving you a prime 

membership on Amazon.  You’ve got the Sears and Roebuck 

Catalog which is huge, about 3 or 4 inch thing catalogue just had 

all this stuff in it, they just covered everything you can possibly 

think of.  Everything was in the Sears and Roebuck Catalog. 

 

 I remember back in the day, that even took the place of 

pornography because young men could open up the Sears and 

Roebuck Catalog and look in the lingerie section.  They would see 

these women in underwear and that would just be the thrill of the 

day.  The Sears and Roebuck Catalog covered everything.  So, 

when the Panamanians got a Sears and Roebuck Catalog, they 

began to go through this catalog and they began to see stuff that 

they had never seen.  They began to realize they could have stuff 

they’d never had.  They began to have desires for stuff they didn’t 

even know existed. 

 

 Within two weeks, the general, who prior to that, could not get 

the Panamanians to work more than two days a week within two 

weeks after they got the Sears and Roebuck Catalog, they were 

asking for overtime.  Desires change how we think, how we feel, 

it can change our contentment, it can make a huge difference in 
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our daily world just because of what we want.  What is your 

heart’s desire? 

 

 William Randolph Hearst, he built the world’s largest newspaper 

chain.  Randolph was an art collector, he had this massive 

collection of art even now in New York, his museum is still one of 

the premier museums in the world and he was just an avid art 

collector.  He was a super-rich man, had the largest media empire 

in the world.  One day, he heard about this piece of art and he just 

wanted this art.  So, he called up his agent, he said, “Look, Im 

going to send you all to Europe, find this piece of artwork and I 

don’t care how much it costs, get it for me.” 

 

 So, the agent was gone for several weeks, scouring for this 

artwork and he finally came back and he told William Randolph 

Hearst.  He said, “I’ve got some real good news for you,” he said, 

“First of all, I found the art that you were looking for.  I found the 

art that you got such a desire for.  I found the art that you’re 

willing to pay any amount of money for.  Not only did I find it, I 

found it at a super cheap price.  It’s going to cost you nothing.”  

William Randolph just -- he said, “What?  What do you mean?  I 

know this thing is invaluable, how in the world can it cost me 

nothing?”  He says, “Because when I tracked it down, you already 

own it, it’s in your warehouse uncrated and you’ve never even 

taken it out of the crate.” 

 

 Sometimes, people, the things that we desire, we already got it.  

It’s already inside and we’re looking for it all around the world.  I 

had an experience with that the other day.  I was checking out 

the Power Minute and this is something that we produced, 

Marcus Lowe, he edits the Power Minute and it’s published every 

single day.  It comes in email from Powerminute.com and I hadn’t 

been listening to it.  So, a few weeks age, I just started listening 

to the Power Minute every day.  And then I said, “This thing is 

powerful.”  In every day, this little 60 seconds would just boost my 

spirit just listening to it.  But it was in my inbox every single day 

and I just passed it by.  So many of us, there are what I call gems 

in our front yard and we never stopped to pick them up. 

 

00:10:00 

 

 It’s like William Randolph Hearst who was looking all around this 

world for that piece of art and he already had it in his warehouse.  

Crated up, what do you have that you’ve never uncrated and 
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you’ve got this desire for all of this stuff and you’ve never taken 

the time to open up what you already have.  There’s a movie I 

think all of you need to go see and it’s called “All The Money in 

The World” and it’s about J Paul Getty who at the time was not 

just the richest man in the world, he was the richest man who 

have ever lived. 

 

 It goes through his life and it just shows you some things about 

desire and how when desires get off track, no matter how much 

money you have, your whole world gets off track.  What is your 

heart’s desire?  What do you really want?  I really want you to get 

into that question and really ask, what do you really want?  That 

thing, it started to work with me because I realized I had one 

immediate answer but then I realized one thing about their 

heart’s desire, that wasn’t up to me. 

 

 There are some things that are just not up to you.  If it’s not up to 

you, and you got your whole world set on something that’s not up 

to you and you can’t control, sometimes that can just mess you up.  

So, we need to even ask ourselves, what do we really desire?  The 

bigger question, why do we really desire it? 

 

 An old lady who had a severe case of arthritis, she was on 

crutches.  But she was in church at every single service and even 

in pain, this lady would walk on these crutches and she would 

make it into church every single service.  Finally, one of the 

members just went up to her and just asked her, “Look, I see you 

coming to this church and you’re here early and you’re here every 

single service and I can see the pain that you have when you walk.  

I see your arthritis is really bad and I know it’s a struggle for you.  

Just tell me, how do you manage to get to this church for every 

single service?  How do you do it?”  The old lady looked at the 

member and simply told him this, “My heart is in the church 

before my body gets there and it just drags these old legs alone.” 

 

 Where is your heart and what is your heart’s true desire?  So, 

that’s the first question, what is your heart’s desire and what is 

the real desire?  The second question is this, what are you willing 

to sacrifice to get it?  Do you know with every major desire, there 

is a sacrifice that generally, you will have to make?  Whether it 

be money, whether it would be time, whether it would be energy 

or focus, or something.  With almost every desire, there is a 

sacrifice that you have to make. 

 

http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/7387


www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/5776 

 So, the second question, once you have identified your desire, the 

second question is this, what sacrifice are you willing to make it?  

Sometimes, you have to ask yourself, is the sacrifice worth the 

same?  Sometimes, a man can look at a woman and say, “Wooh, I 

have a desire for that woman.”  But is the sacrifice worth what 

you want?  I had that problem with sweets, I have to look at a 

piece of cake and I have to ask myself, “I really desire this thing, 

I really do.  Matter of a fact, I’m on a fast right now, I won’t eat 

until Tuesday.  So, I’m on a fast right now.  I’m kind of hungry, I 

got a desire for some food but it’s cleaning out my body.  I’ve not 

had any sweets for the last six weeks, not a single sweet.  Every 

time I look at a sweet, I desire that thing, I really do, but I have 

to ask myself, what am I willing to sacrifice to fulfil this desire?  I 

made up in my mind, I want my health at another level.  I want 

to fulfill all of the days that God has promised me and he has told 

me these sweets are not good for me.  They will shorten my days.  

I don’t want to make the sacrifice to fulfil that desire.” 

 

 Do you know what happens after you stay away from something 

long enough?  The desire for the thing starts to diminish.  The 

desire for the thing starts to diminish, so that’s the second 

question; what are you willing to sacrifice to get your desire?  You 

know, the number one New Year’s resolution is for people to get 

in shape.  The two top resolutions to get themselves in economic 

conditions and number two, to get in shape.  They want more 

money and generally, get in shape usually means losing weight. 

 

 Do you know what both of those things, you want them?  But the 

question is, what are you willing to sacrifice to get them?  if you 

want more money, you got to sacrifice some stuff that you would 

have normally just bought.  You got to have financial discipline.  

We have the Render My Money Class here at 7:00 p.m. every first 

Friday.  Great knowledge will teach you something that will 

transform your financial world but you have to make the sacrifice 

to give up whatever you were going to do on the first Friday at 

7:00 p.m. to get here. 

 

00:15:03 

 

 And then, you’ve got to make the sacrifice to have the discipline 

to do what the instructions say do.  If you want that loss of weight, 

you got to make a sacrifice.  It’s as simple as that, you got to push 

your way from your table and you got to do some pushups.  You’ve 

got to have a sacrifice mentality.  Unfortunately, in the Christian 
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church, we figure Jesus is the only one required to make a 

sacrifice and we have to make no sacrifices.  That’s not accurate 

at all.  We have to make some sacrifices in order to fulfil some of 

the things that we want.  So that’s the second question.  What are 

you willing to sacrifice?  What are you willing to sacrifice?  

Sometimes, when it gets to the point of what we’re willing to 

sacrifice, we just won’t do it. 

 

 There was a little boy, he was praying for something for 

Christmas and you know how it is sometimes, we make bargains 

with God.  So, he’s praying to Jesus, he said, “Jesus, I really want 

this thing and if you give me this thing, I promise for a whole 

year, I will be nice to my brother and we would not have any 

arguments and no fussing.”  He thought about it, he said, “Hold 

up, hold up, hold up, wait a minute Jesus, no, my little brother 

get on my nerves and I don’t know about that for a whole, no, no, 

no, no, no, no, no, no.  That’s going to be a little too rough on that, 

hold up on that Jesus, let me think about that.  No, no, no, let me 

retract that one.” 

 

 Then he said, “Jesus, well I’ll tell you what, if you give me this 

thing, I will promise I will help mama clean the dishes, every 

single day for a whole year.”  He said, “Wait minute Jesus, hold 

up, wait a minute, some of them dishes got all that tough stuff in 

it.  No, hold up.”  So, what he did, he went up on a mantle and 

there, they had a small statue of the Virgin Mary and he grabbed 

that and he said, “Jesus, if you ever want to see your mama 

again.” 

 

 Sometimes, we just are not willing to make the sacrifices required 

for the desire.  Where there is no sacrifice, there is no progress, 

we’re just not willing to make the sacrifice for the desire.  So, 

number one, what is your real desire?  Number two, what are you 

willing to sacrifice to get your desire?  Number three, is your 

desire delighting in God? 

 

 Now, I want you to recognize that Psalms 37:4 did not say delight 

yourself also in the Lord and He shall give you the desires of your 

mind.  He said, “Delight yourself in the Lord and He shall give 

you the desires of your heart.”  There is a difference between the 

desires of your heart and the desires of your mind.  See, your mind 

may say, “I want a new car and I want a new car because I want 

a new car.”  But your heart, “I want a new car because brother 

John has a car and I want to go past him.” 
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 What the mind says, and what the heart says are often different.  

What the verse says, “Delight yourself in the Lord and He shall 

give you the desires of your heart.” Even with the 10 

commandments, when you look at the 10 commandments, 9 of the 

10 commandments have to do with actions.  Should have no other 

God before me, should not take the Lord’s name in vain, shall 

honor the sabbath day, should honor thy father and mother, don’t 

lie, don’t steal, don’t kill. 

 

 All of those are actions.  It is only the last one that really deals 

with the heart.  Thy shall not covet thy neighbor’s wife, thy 

neighbor’s household, thy neighbor’s ox, thy neighbor’s ass, or 

anything that is in thy neighbors.  This basically said, “Don’t be 

jealous, don’t go after, don’t try to outdo anything of your 

neighbors.”  That’s a condition of the heart.  It is the last 

commandment but it is often the toughest.  So, when you get to a 

point where you delight yourself in the Lord, it changes stuff and 

it changes your desires. 

 

 There’s nothing but fireworks and gunshots.  That’s why it’s 

important.  See, when you delight yourself in the Lord, what you 

want changes.  Your desires change, C. Elijah asked this morning 

as we do during every collection to simply bow for 10 seconds and 

ask God, “What shall you give?”  As I bowed my head, I heard God 

speak something to me.  He says, “Look, during your prayer and 

I normally will often listen to music some soul and music, or soft 

because I’m in my prayer and meditation.”  He says, “I don’t want 

you to use your phone, I want you to get another device that’s just 

purely for music because your phone is distracting.” 

 

 What’ll happen sometimes, I’m in the middle of my prayer and I 

think of something and send somebody a text or an email or 

whatever, it’s just distracting.  He said, “Remove the distraction 

when you’re in time with me.” 

 

00:20:02 

 

 If you want to listen to music, that’s fine, I’ll listen to some 

symphony, stuff that really helps you get in the mood, that’s why 

I knew about Kimberly and Alberto Rivera who came -- I listened 

to their soul music, it’s beautiful music for prayer and meditation 

but He said, “Don’t use your phone.” 
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 See, some of us can never delight in God because we’re too 

distracted with the Sears and Roebuck Catalog and the Sears and 

Roebuck Catalog has our mind, has our energy, it has our hearts.  

Jesus says this, He says, “Where your what is, there would your 

heart be also, treasure, where your treasury is, there will your 

heart be also.”  Is your treasure with God or is it with the Sears 

and Roebuck Catalog? 

 

 When we begin to ask ourselves these three fundamental 

questions, “What is your real desire?  What are you willing to 

sacrifice to get that desire?  Is your desire delighting in God?”  

When we honestly ask ourselves these things, hopefully, it will 

shift what we truly want.  So, the person who asked me that 

question, “What is your heart’s desire?”  Now that I have thought 

about it, and now that I understand it a little bit better because 

some of the things, I don’t care how much I preach, I don’t care 

how much you read the Bible. 

 

 Sometimes you have to introspect, you have to go within and 

really ask yourself some tough questions and give yourself an 

honest answer.  Don’t lie to you.  Turn to the person next to you 

and tell them, “Don’t lie to you.  Don’t lie to you.  Give yourself an 

honest answer.”  When I went and honestly answered, I 

understand and understood that my real joy and my real peace is 

going to be in delighting myself in God and what he tells me to 

do.  When you get to that point, stuff will begin to change and 

what you want will begin to change.  When you delight yourself 

in God, it’ll change some things. 

 

Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com.  This was the 

message titled Heart’s Desire by Nathaniel Bronner.  This 

message is number 5776, that’s 5776.  To listen to over a thousand 

free messages or to send this message number 5776 to a friend, 

go to brothersoftheword.com. 

 

Nathaniel Bronner: If this message has been a blessing to you and you would 

like to help support this ministry, go to iwanttogive.com, that’s 

iwanttogive.com. 

 

Female: Listen to brothersoftheword.com often because brother, you need 

the word. 

 

(Music Playing) 
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