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Nathaniel Bronner: In the will of God there is no failure.  Outside of the will of 

God, there is no success. 

 

Female: You are listening to BrothersoftheWord.com.  This is a message 

titled, “Ask The Pastors 2018 Question and Answer Forum” by 

Nathaniel Bronner.  This message is number 5777.  That’s 5777.  

Listen to over a thousand free messages on 

BrothersoftheWord.com. 

 

(Music Playing: 00:00:23 - 00:00:51) 

 

 And now for 5777, “Ask The Pastors 2018 Question and Answer 

Forum”. 

 

Nathaniel Bronner: I feel good this morning.  I just got this feel that this is 

going to be a phenomenal year.  It’s just something about it.  It 

started of phenomenal.  I think this is going to be a truly 

phenomenal year.  On Thursday, Thursday was C. Elijah was 

ministering and the praise team when they sat down.  Minister 

Stephanie, she motioned to me and she did like this, and I ask, 

“What that means?”  So, I couldn’t figure out what that was, so I 

walked over to and she said that there was a smell that was 

actually in the church while they were sitting here or standing 

here rather and pray service and she said it’s just, it was strong, 

it’s smelled like lighter fluid or kerosene and I couldn’t smell it.   

 

 So, I walked around to see if there is anywhere else and I went 

outside, I went to foliage, I went out, I went to the back, I went 

down stairs, I went upstairs. When I came back into the 

sanctuary and got -- there was a strong smell of kerosene.  So, I 

went all around trying to figure out, and everyone else could smell 

it, to find out where was this smell coming from?  And it appeared 

to be coming out of the heating unit that the main unit, but we 

couldn’t find no place why it was coming -- Juliane(ph) and he was 

here and we asked him and he is a master HVAC expert, and he 

said, he didn’t understand why it was smelling like kerosene.  It 

didn’t make sense. 

 

 So, often when there is a phenomenal that makes no natural 

sense.  I then had to start thinking, “What could possibly be the 

spiritual significance of smell in the church?”  It makes no sense 

that I could see if there was a smell of kerosene outside and the 

heating vent was sucking in the out, but there was nothing 
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outside anywhere, nothing upstairs, down stairs.  We don’t use 

kerosene heaters. 

 

 There was nothing logical that would explain the smell.  So, I had 

to think and begin seeking God when we have a strange 

occurrence.  What are you trying to say?  And then, the tought hit 

me.  Most people know kerosene from heaters and they’ve seen 

these small heaters that burn.  But that’s not the big use of 

kerosene in the U.S.  The major use of kerosene in America, 

kerosene is jet fuel.  So, if your pilot you know this.  I didn’t hit 

me, I used to fly a plane, but I didn’t fly jets.  I flew a crop plane, 

but I was around the Tormachs(ph), so I know what jet fuel smells 

like. 

 

 If your ever been at the Atlanta Airport and in there when their 

fueling up a plane it smells like kerosene.  Jets burn kerosene.  

So, God was sending in a smell that was the smell of jet fuel.  

We’re getting ready to move at faster pace.  And then, Thursday 

was the absolute first service of the year.  And I fought back, 

Bishop Sands(ph) who preached here not too long ago.  He was 

watching the stream of our Christmas Day service.  And I didn’t 

even realize it was streaming.  Bishop Sands, he sent me a text 

right at the end of the Christmas service and he said, “God simply 

begin shouting to him as the service was streaming.” 

 

 I want to read just what he said, “Merry Christmas to the Bronner 

family.  Amazing service this morning.  The Lord spoke to me 

during the watching of the service.  Pastor, you were created with 

one of the most creative minds and your obedience and sacrifices 

not in vain.  Your love for people and ministry is impeccable.  2018 

will be an explosive year for you in business and ministry because 

of the seeds you have sown.  The word I hear is acceleration, get 

ready”. 

 

 God send a smell of kerosene in the sanctuary to let us know jet 

fuel.  We’re getting ready to move at an increase rate.  We’re going 

to have to do some things.  We’re going to have to make some 

changes.  We’re going to have to get prepared and that’s what God 

has been speaking, “Get ready”.  So, God wants to do a lot in your 

life to, he just wants you to get ready. 

 

00:05:00 
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 Often, we’re not ready and when you’re not ready, you’re going to 

miss your blessing.  We’re going to get ready, we’re in the process.  

You see some changes going next week and the week after that.  

We’re going to get ready for where God wants to take us. 

 

 Now, today’s service, I’ve told on last Sunday it’s going to be 

different.  What God spoke to me.  He said, “On the first service 

of the year, first Sunday service, you’re to a have a question and 

answer forum with the pastors”.  That’s what we did.  I told you 

last week to submit your questions to answers at AirJesus.com 

and we would answer. 

 

 We have 15 questions that we’re going to deal with today.  We’re 

answering every single question that was submitted.  None of 

them have been skipped.  None of them have been omitted.  Every 

question that you asked, we’re going to answer or do our best to 

answer on today.  If you don’t get your question answered, it’s 

because you didn’t submit it.  God opens the door for you to ask a 

question.  If you want to know that, why don’t you ask it? 

 

 You had the opportunity to ask the questions.  We’re answering 

every single question that you asked.  If you start with the Power 

Point presentation, we’ll begin now and just put up the first 

screen, and this is the “Ask the pastor’s 2018, Question and 

Answer Forum”.  There’s going to be the three of us and we’ll each 

answer different questions.  The first question, “What did Jesus 

really look like?  What did Jesus really look like?” 

 

 Now, that’s a very good question.  I’m going to answer this 

question very briefly in three simple summation words.  Those 

three words is simply this, “I don’t know”.  Now, and I tell people 

often times especially when I’m doing corporate seminars or 

whatever and they’re asking.  I say, look there are three 

categories of questions, they are number one to the questions 

where I know the answer to and I’ll tell you the answer.  That’s 

the first category.  Second category, I know the answer, but I’m 

not going to tell you.  It’s either company secrets, propriety, but 

for whatever reason, I know the answer, I’m just not going to tell 

you.  And then, there’s the third category, I just don’t know.  It’s 

a very good question.  It’s one that has actually played religion for 

a good while, “What actually does Jesus look like?” 

 

 Often, when that question is asked, the real underlying question 

is not so much what he looks like in facial features.  The real 
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question is, “What is his ethnicity?”  They want to know is Jesus 

Black, is Jesus White, is Jesus Indian?  What is the real question?  

The best of scholarly research says that Jesus probably had a 

Mid-Eastern tight tone(ph) that he more or less look like the folk 

in the Mid-East.  And they still don’t know either.  This is just the 

best of scholarly research. 

 

 I can tell you from when I was in Colorado and I went to the U.S. 

Airforce Academy and there, they have all kind of religions in the 

Airforce and they had different chapels.  They had a Protestant 

chapel.  They had a Catholic chapel.  They had a Synagogue.  

When I went in to the Synagogue, which is the Jewish temple, 

they had all of these pictures of all of the biblical characters on 

the wall.  But the thing that amazed me, all of the pictures, every 

single one of them, they were black.  And I said, “My goodness, I 

wouldn’t have expected this in the Synagogue in the Airforce 

Academy”, but the Jews knew. 

 

 Nine of the 12 tribes of Israel were black, three were not, but it 

still does not definitively say what ethnicity Jesus was.  In all 

probability Jesus was brown skin.  When you look through the 

Bible, there is no real verses that deal with Jesus’ actual look.  

The closes one is in Revelation 1:13 in which reads, “And in the 

midst of the seven candlesticks one like unto the Son of man, 

clothed with a garment down to the foot, and girt about the paps 

with a golden girdle.”  His head and his hairs were white like 

wool. 

 

 Now, you’ve never seen first about Jesus with white hair.  See, 

every picture that has been painted of Jesus, his hair is either 

blonde or black or brown, but you’ve never seen Jesus with white 

hair.  So, it says, “His head and his hairs were white like wool”.  

Wool is not straight on any sheep anywhere in the world.  Wool is 

not straight.  Wool is nappy, that’s where you get the phrase wooly 

headed.  So, wool is nappy.   So, description that the Bible gives 

the only description says that his head and his hairs were white 

like wool as white as snow.  And his eyes were as a flame of fire, 

natural flame is generally orange or red.  Blue flame generally is 

only generated with natural gas, which they didn’t have in that 

day. 

 

 His eyes were basically blazing like flame between orange and red 

and his feet like unto find brass as if they burned in a furnace, 

meaning his feet were dark brown. 
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 So, his feet were dark brown.  His head and his hair was white 

and wooly.  That almost is the full range.  The bible does not give 

you with any specificity, the ethnicity of Jesus.  In all honest to 

that question, I nor anyone else I know, knows for sure.  We can 

take educated guesses, but no one knows what Jesus look like on 

the outside.  The only thing we know is what he looked on the 

inside.  That is the part that we are charged to emulate to try to 

duplicate into pattern and live our lives. 

 

 There’s been a lot of issues with what’s called racial images in 

religion.  (00:10:43) you just say, I swear to God and three other 

White men.  The racial images in religion, they do tank things 

quite a bit, but by the best guess we can guess, Jesus was probably 

a brown skin, wooly head man to the best of our knowledge, which 

does not look like. 

 

 And if you travel through Europe in the olden days, virtually, all 

of the statues of the Madonna and Child were all black.  Things 

have changed now because the images have changed, but still no 

one knows exactly or absolute certain what Jesus look like.  So, 

I’m sorry we’re actually taking the questions in the order in which 

they arrive.  That was the first question that was asked.  I’m sorry 

that I couldn’t answer it more definitively, but now can anybody 

else?  That’s question number one. 

 

 Get ready now for question number two.  And question number 

two -- all right, C. Elijah is going to handle that one.  What is 

meant by --. 

 

C. Elijah Reprobate mind.  A reprobate mind is the mind that is going bad, 

completely bad.  But it’s a wickedness.  It’s an evil mind, a wicked 

mind.  It’s a mind that see sin as acceptable.  It’s mind that resist 

the truth through his own wickedness and resist the truth.  It’s a 

mind that God rejects, God abhors it, because it’s an abomination.  

It’s a mind that really rejects the ways of God.  It’s interesting, 

because a person with this reprobate mind could actually have 

some knowledge of God, have some knowledge of God’s word but 

they have chosen to go completely opposite, to do completely 

contrary to God’s will and to God’s way and they have rejected 

God even though they may have some knowledge of God, they 

have chosen to go on an evil way, ungodly way.  That’s all. 
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 That’s pretty much in the nutshell.  That’s a mind that is 

completely wicked, completely evil and completely against the 

ways of God. 

 

Nathaniel Bronner: All right.  Put the next question up.  That is question 

number three.  What’s the difference between tithes and offering?  

And that’s C. Elijah’s picture. 

 

C. Elijah: Well, the tithe is a literally, the first tenth of your income.  First 

tenth of your increase.  So, it’s not just 10%, but the it’s the first 

tenth, that’s the nest of tithe.  That’s the literal definition of tithe.  

Offering is anything that you give above and beyond your tithe 

and now you go into the offering stage. 

 

 Generally, the tithe especially under the old covenant.  It was a 

commandment.  It was part of the law, but the offerings were 

more of a free-hearted that deals with your generosity, is more 

free-hearted.  So, the tithe was more commanded, but the offering 

was more left to your own generosity, your own discretion and it 

really gives the opportunity for, to see a person’s generosity 

because it wasn’t necessarily a command, but this out of the free 

willingness of your heart to give. 

 

 Generally, the tithe is the first 10% of your income.  Offerings are 

considered anything above and beyond your tithe.  Just to give 

you an example, the tithe is generally given to the local charity, 

local church, but if I wanted to support other ministries or other 

television ministries or other missions, then that would be 

offering.  If I go to another church and I want to give something 

that’s an offering, but I if I give my first 10% here that’s tithe.  

That’s the general definition of tithe. 

 

Nathaniel Bronner: All right.  Next, slide, next question, next question is, what 

does it mean when your offering is more than your tithes?  Now, 

you notice also that the questions are numbered.  Some of the 

questions will have an A, B or C behind the number that means 

they were ask by the same person.  So, we did group.  All of the 

questions will be anonymous.  Nobody will be revealed who ask 

the question, but if three A, four B were both ask by the same 

person. 

 

C. Elijah: If your offerings are more than your tithes that means you are 

super generous.  That means you are just a great giver. 

http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/5777


www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/5777 

 

00:15:01 

 

 You just love giving and your hilarious giver and you love to give.  

That’s generally what that means.  You’re generally fine that 

people who aren’t tithers, you will find that they are also generous 

givers even outside of the church.  So, tithing opens up to giving 

spirit and they are generous into giving to other causes and other 

people and you will find tithers are generally more generous 

givers than those who don’t tithe.  But if your offering exceeds 

your tithes and then you’re just super generous, and you have 

gotten caught up in the joy of giving and you’re living to give.   

That’s a wonderful life and that’s a blessed life. 

 

Nathaniel Bronner: Next question.  All right, that’s C. Elijah.  What does it 

mean about giving 10% back?  Is it 10% money or giving your time 

or is it a combination of both? 

 

C. Elijah: Well the only command that was in the Bible was concerning your 

money as far as the law, it was 10% of your income, 10% of your 

increase.  It was not necessarily a command concerning your time 

or your talent.  Now, as a Christian, when we receive Christ 

Jesus, we have a more generous spirit and we are more willing to 

serve one another.  We are more willing to get involve.  We are 

created in Christ Jesus onto get worst.  So, we are created to do 

good that is our new creation in Christ Jesus.  God actually 

created us to do good.  And so, there is a compelling desire to want 

to give up your time to want to give up your talent simply because 

Jesus lives on the inside of us and he’s a giver. 

 

 Love gives, love is a giver.  God so love the world, he gave --  So, 

generally, the 10% back only refers to money as far as command 

in the Bible, but as Christians as New Testament Christians, 

spirit feel, born again, Jesus feel Christians, we seek to give our 

talent and our treasure because we love to serve one another and 

we are givers and we love.  We love God.  It’s an outward 

manifestation of Jesus living on the inside of us. 

 

Nathaniel Bronner: Next question.  Why does the ark not have any deacons?  

We’re going to answer every question as best and as honest as we 

can.  Well, first of all, that has really been on me in terms of why 

we don’t have any.  I haven’t chosen to institute that system and 

kind of explain why.  First of all, the deacons are fairly common 

in the majority of churches depending upon the denomination, 
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depends upon the function.  I had a fellow who used to work for 

me and he was Catholic and he became a deacon and he actually 

had to go to three years of training and schooling to become a 

deacon.  Deaconship is actually just one short step the lower 

priest.  So, they go to a tremendous amount of training. 

 

 The Bible does not define a deacon.  It doesn’t tell you what a 

deacon does.  It just gives you some criteria for the qualities of a 

deacon.  He should be not lovers of money and husband and one 

wife and varying other things.  He had his family in order.  So, 

it’s things like that that it does give and that’s all in 1 Timothy, 

where it talks about the qualities of a deacon.  But when you get 

to the modern church, in particularly African-American Church.  

My uncle, my father’s brother, he was actually the head of the 

deacon board, it’s the church where I grew up. 

 

 The deacons had fundamentally two major roles, and this is the 

way it is in most of the African-American Church.  Those two roles 

are first of all what you will see out in the open.  Most of the 

ushers are usually deacons and they are dress as deacon, deacon 

session.  So, they are address as deacons and the actual meaning 

of the word deacon means, “to serve.”  So, they are servants in the 

church, but in the African-American church the other major job 

of a deacon is actually oversite.  Most of the churches, the deacon 

board runs the church.  The pastor is often a higher speaker.  So, 

the deacon board chooses the pastor, controls the pastor, tells the 

pastor what to do and fires the pastor and replaces him.  That’s 

just the reality of it.  So, that’s the fundamental real function of 

most deacon boards in most of the African-American churches. 

 

 We have here, we really have an excellent usher staff.  I just don’t 

think there’s any dead of spirit.  So, the function of serving is 

already done and we don’t have a deacon board is oversite.  What 

we do have is a board of directors.  When I became pastor of the 

church, I did tell them, I said, “Look, there’s one thing before I 

will accept this position, and that is this.  If I become pastor, I will 

have absolute authority in the church period.  I’m not going to do 

it any other way.  The board will have one ability and that one 

ability is to get rid of me.”  So, the board has that, but other than 

that I would not accept it if I don’t have absolute authority 

because I don’t believe the church is a democracy. 

 

00:20:02 
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 I just don’t, I believe it is a theocracy.  So, I just don’t believe the 

church is democracy.  In many churches though, the deacon board 

is absolutely necessary, a lot of them pastors are crazy.  That’s 

just reality.  The pastors come, they’ll mess up your money, they’ll 

mess up your stuff.  So, in most churches, it is an absolutely 

necessity that you have a strong and a wise deacon board to really 

run the church, because they often replace the pastor or hire new 

pastors but the Ark does not have that particular structure. 

 

 The cause of that, I have just never felt led to ordain deacons and 

bring in a deacon board and all of that, because basically, they’re 

not going to run the church.  I can tell you that right now.  They’re 

not going to run the church.  I’m just being straight.  They are not 

going to run the church.  So, that’s just -- I will tell you like it is.  

So basically, it would really just be a glorified position for the 

usher staff.  So, that’s why I just never felt lead to bring in 

deacons of (00:20:56), while the Ark does not have any deacons.   

 

 Next question.  Why are the members not encouraged to attend 

budget meetings and made aware of church income?  Well, that’s 

a very good question.  We have a meeting of the board of directors.  

We meet twice a month, but that meeting is a closed meeting and 

it’s not just board of directors, there are some other staff people 

who are there, but no, it is not open to the general members. 

 

 Now what I have said is this, how many of you all remember, I 

said anybody who wants to see the church’s financial records can.  

Do you remember me saying that?  Raise your hand.  Yeah.  But 

I have some criteria on it.  Do you all remember the criteria.  I 

said in order -- you have your stuff in order.  See, before you go 

come and ask, let me see the church’s finance, we’re going to look 

at your tenth annual give and make sure you got your stuff in 

order.  Because the problem is this, most of the time, the folk who 

want to see stuff, they’re not doing right.  And the Ark has an 

extremely good giving record for half the folk.  The other half is 

not so good and usually, it’s that other half who want to see all 

your stuff, and it’s the other half who want to cause trouble.  So, 

I have no problems with anybody seeing any of the church records 

but you’re going to need to be in order yourself first before you see 

it.  So, your attendance and your money going to need to be 

straight before you can ask to see those records. 
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 There’s nothing for us to hide.  In some churches, they actually 

publish that.  Where I grew up in church, they actually publish it.   

At the end of the year, they published all of the church financials 

and they published all of the giving records. 

 

 You all have heard my mother make the testimony.  That’s how 

she found that I was tithing.  I never told her.  She found it out, 

because the church published it.  And if church published it, she 

said, “Oh my goodness, this boy is giving more than his mom and 

daddy.  That’s how she found out.  That way does increase your 

money but it does it in the wrong spirit.  Because now, folk gives 

so they won’t get embarrassed or they give, so they can impress 

somebody else that this is how much they’re giving.  So, it’s the 

wrong spirit.  That’s one reason why we’ll never publish giving 

records.  What you give is between you and God and me.  But I 

only ask to see giving records of those in leadership, because those 

in leadership, those I will require to be in order.  Because you’re 

in leadership, your spirit spreads over everybody under you.  

That’s why I require that of anyone who is in leadership or 

anybody who is on the payroll. 

 

 That’s the difference.  There’s no problem with anyone who is a 

good, faithful member and your record is straight, seeing the 

records.  Now, I will also tell you this, sometimes you can’t trust 

the records.  What do you mean about that pastor?  I got 

experience with this stuff.  I used to be in a pastor’s association, I 

was on the board.  Every month, we have meetings and every 

month they give us a financial statement, how much money in the 

bank.  I remember the last financials.  It was several hundred 

thousand dollars of the pastor’s association in the bank. 

 

 Well, one day the administrator called me.  He said, “Pastor 

Bronner I had to call you because you’re the most outspoken 

member,” well, I was.  Because I don’t just tell you -- I told them 

other pastors just like it was.  They called me and they said, 

“Pastor Bronner, I want to just tell you, I know that the reports 

you all get -- say you got several hundred thousand dollars in the 

bank, but I just want to let you know.   I just went to the back 

with a $200 check and it bounced.”  So, we were getting 

statements every month and these were pastors running this and 

their statements were false. 

 

 So, if you don’t have audit statements, you can’t even trust -- I got 

experience with this stuff.  So even that, if I’m on another board, 
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I’ll say, “Let me see the bank statements, because I don’t even 

trust it if it’s a printed statement.”  But see, the bottom-line is 

this.  In truth, I have some question about the leader, and I didn’t 

trust the leader and sure enough, that leader wasn’t quite honest.  

So, if you don’t trust the leader, the leader can figure out a way to 

wrangle those figures out. 

 

 So, the real principle and I tell people this.  If you don’t trust the 

leader, you don’t need to be there.  I’ve had some people tell me 

that, they’re going to this church and I ask them, “You got kids.  

Let me ask you this.  Would you trust the pastor to take your kids 

on a fishing trip, your boy?”  He said, “No, because I’m just not 

sure about that pastor’s direction.”  I said, “Look, you mean to tell 

me you won’t trust the pastor with your kids and you’re going to 

trust him with your soul?”  And if you don’t trust the pastor with 

your money, and you don’t trust him with your soul?  If you don’t 

trust the pastor, I’m just going to be honest.  You don’t need to be 

there.  You need to go somewhere.” 

 

00:25:06 

 

 It’s not saying that the pastor is going to be totally straight 

because nobody is totally straight, everybody got some stuff, 

everybody has some stuff.  But some people are more trustworthy 

than others, there’s just no two ways about that.  So, you need to 

be sitting under somebody, and if you got a situation where -- I 

just think this fella is just doing something with this money. 

 

 That’s an issue and you will not be able to fully receive because 

you don’t trust and I will tell you now, our books are not fully 

accurate.  What do you mean they’re not fully accurate? Because 

there’s a lot of stuff I give not on those books.  Many of you all, 

you parked down at that parking lot, there’s people in the parking 

lot.  Some folk are paid and not paid by the Ark, they paid by me. 

 

 All the video that you see, watching on television, that’s edited.  

Do you know that video editing is expensive?  The Ark, you won’t 

find that on the records, I paid for that video editing.  So, there’s 

a lot of stuff that’s not there, there’s a whole lot of stuff that’s not 

there.  So, it’s just like C Elijah mentioned, when you are a tither, 

it opens up your generosity.  So, I’m not worried about all that 

stuff getting on the record, as long as God got a record of it, that’s 

all I care about.  I can tell you one thing that’s not on the record, 

there’s not a penny of it going to me.  I can tell you that. 
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 So, if you know a pastor is in the office and he’s there and he’s 

serving, he’s not getting a penny, it tells you a whole lot because 

there is a lot of truth that sometimes, you got to worry about.  

That’s why you’re going to need a strong deacon boards in a lot of 

these churches because that pastor coming in, taking all that 

money out. 

 

 That is a truth but even with the records, no members are not 

encouraged to attend budget meetings.  They’re just not 

encouraged, you can come, I’m just telling you, (00:26:43) sitting 

in that meeting.  I’m just being straight with you.  No, it’s not that 

you’re not encouraged, you can come.  Is that clear?  So, I’m 

making this stuff clear, I’m not trying to hide anything, you can 

come.  So no, it’s not that I’m not going to encourage, you can 

come.  That’s as simple as that.  I even changed it.  We even have 

some more folk on the board that would never come. 

 

 When we got the big influx of money, I changed who was on the 

board.  I said if they weren’t coming before, I don’t want them here 

now.  And they’re giving match their attendance.  So that’s all I 

got to say about that.  So next question, why is the church not 

encouraged to obey the Sabbath like the pastor does?  Well, let me 

answer that one.  That’s my picture up there. 

 

 First of all, I don’t obey the Sabbath.  That’s number one.  You say 

what?  No, I don’t obey the sabbath, the sabbath is Friday at 

sundown, to Saturday at sundown.  I take Wednesday off, I obey 

a Sabbath, I do not obey the Sabbath.  So, let me make that real 

clear about it and I have encouraged everybody.  Now, what I 

don’t do, I don’t hammer you all over stuff.  I don’t hammer your 

baptizing. You may hear me mention a couple of times, except 

when I was dealing with the leaders.  But other than that, you 

don’t hear me hammering about tithing.  But I encourage you to 

do so.  You don’t hear me hammering about coming to ring and 

getting your body in shape but I encourage you to do so.  So, I 

encourage everybody to take a day off, it’s a spiritual principle, 

it’s a natural principle. 

 

 The Seventh-day Adventist is the only group in the US that has 

documented extended lifespan beyond anybody else, and it’s not 

because they’re vegetarian, because the vegetarians don’t live a 

day longer than anybody else.  Seventh-day Adventist do. They 
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take a day off and they rest their bodies and minds one day a week 

and there’s a principle behind that. 

 

 Now, I don’t take off Saturday but I shut my company down on 

Saturday.  Everybody who works with me, they know.  Sundown 

on Friday, they got to be out of the office 15 minutes before the 

sun goes down.  I tell them, you’re not going to stop working but 

you’re going to stop working here.  So, I shut the company down, 

our shopping cart shuts down. 

 

 So, there is a principle behind that, that I am absolutely 

convinced off, and it’s not just spiritual, it’s natural.  The Sabbath 

was not made for God, the Sabbath was made for you.  You live 

longer, you’re more productive and your money increases when 

you are rested.  Farmers know they get more productivity if they 

let the soil rest one year out of every seven.  So, the principle is 

you work six days and you rest. 

 

 But pastor, why don’t you just keep that -- I cannot rest fully on 

Saturday because at the time, I have young kids and they be doing 

stuff on Saturday.  So, you just couldn’t rest on (00:29:22) you had 

to go to the game or -- you couldn’t work but you can rest.  He 

said, “Whatever you do, make it a system.”  So I looked at my 

whole week, Wednesday was the day and that day, I keep.  So, I 

don’t keep the Sabbath, I keep a Sabbath, and I encourage all of 

you to do the same thing.  But it’s not just that, I encourage you 

to do all that stuff we talked about.  That’s why we put the 

smoothie system in place, and you get a smoothie for $10, and the 

first 24 people get a super healthy smoothie.  God says, “Look, you 

give them something that’s going to last a whole week.”  I said, “I 

can’t put in a smoothie.”  So, I couldn’t even figure it out at first.  

You get a smoothie.  You get seven days of vitamins and you get 

a six apples to carry you through the whole week to keep you well-

nourished. 

 

00:30:01 

 

 But do you know most folk won’t go down and take advantage of 

that even though I encouraged you to do it?  So, I’m encouraging 

you the best I can, I want to keep you healthy, I want to keep you 

out of the hospital, because somebody got mad in the past.  You 

didn’t come down and see me on the hospital.  I told you all I may 

not come.  I told you if I do come, I’m coming but once.  You can’t 

say I didn’t tell you that.  I may not come visit you in the hospital. 
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 But what I will do is give you programs and systems and make it 

easy to keep you out of the hospital, because there’s nothing I can 

do if you get in there anyway.  I’ve just been honest about that.  I 

don’t know any pastor who’s going in and visit folk in the hospital 

and they come out with them.  I don’t know anybody.  All I can do 

is come in and pray with you and give you some sympathy, but 

you’d be still in there when I walk out there. 

 

 I want to help you and encourage you after service, go now, get 

your smoothie, get your vitamin, get your apple a day.  So, I don’t 

have to come down and visit you there one time.  So, next 

question.  All right, that’s Pastor James 

 

James Bronner: I’m not as rough as pastor’s questions.  It says, “How do you 

network and come out of your shell when starting conversations 

with strangers is not easy?  This is important for me at work and 

in my home life.  This is something that I had to do myself.  So, 

it’s kind of personal to me because I prayed -- I’m a Computer 

Engineer and went to Georgia Tech(ph) and my job, I was dealing 

with machines all day.  About three years ago, they made me the 

show direct over our (00:31:44).  That was totally opposite, dealing 

with machines.  I had to deal with people all day and people out 

of difference places.  I had to begin traveling and going to other 

conventions and doing business deals.  It was totally opposite on 

what I had been training all of these years of school, what I had 

been doing for 20 years. 

 

 So, the question that was asked, it was something that I had to 

do myself and I was naturally more introverted because it was 

computer work, you just don’t talk to a lot of people.  You may get 

a call that need you to fix their computer, but they don’t want to 

hear from you until it’s fixed after that. 

 

 This is very important for career development and for business 

development.  You have two kinds of skill sets.  One is IQ, which 

is intelligence and that is more hardwired in and it’s more 

measured, your speed of learning new things.  The other one is 

EQ which is emotional intelligence, and that is more with people 

skills and being to manage your emotions and read the emotions 

of others and get along with people.  What the researchers shown 

that outside of very technical and scientific jobs, that EQ actually 

gets you further ahead in the business world.  If you have the 
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exact same IQ, a higher EQ they found will actually make you 

earn $29,000 a year on average more. 

 

 So, IQ, you’re more born with that certain level on how fast you 

learn, but the good thing is EQ can be learned.  You are born with 

a certain amount of people skills, but it is much easier to learn 

and improve than IQ.  So, to give you a few pointers and this is 

very I think appropriate for our generation are common because 

they’re so attached to phones and social media.  They are used to 

dealing with friends.   

 

 In our generation, you are hanging out outside, but they’re 

hanging out online.  When they get among live people, sometimes 

those skills aren’t as developed.  So, I think it’s going to become 

even a more valuable skill than the next generation with 

millennials and digitals, because they’re just used to being social 

online but you get in a meeting with other nationalities and 

people who are not like you, who you haven’t talked with online, 

and it’s not just hiding behind emojis and characters. 

 

 It’s a whole different skillset.  So, I think it’s something that will 

be very valuable in the future in all types of jobs.  So, first of all, 

with any new skill, there are two basic things that you can do to 

get better and one is study and the other is practice.  So, it’s 

almost like public speaking, that’s the biggest fear in America.  

But you can get better through study and practice, the more you 

do something, the more comfortable you will become doing it. 

 

 So, as far as study, I have my children read on all different types 

of subjects and I recognize that they don’t teach EQ in school.  So, 

they will test you with IQ and teach you all these facts and 

mathematical formulas, but they don’t really teach people skills.  

So, one of the first books that I have them to read on their reading 

program in their own is called “Captivate, The Science Of 

Succeeding With People.”  And they break things down on how to 

network and how to deal with people in a very successful manner 

that would allow people to really like dealing with. 

 

00:35:00 

 

 We found in business that people like to do business with people 

who they like.  You can have a great product or service but if 

people don’t like you, they’ll chose somebody else that they just 

have a good time with.  I remember somebody was selling us 
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something, they said, “Listen a lot of people got the same product, 

I’m going to be honest with you.  But I said, if you buy from me, 

we’re going to have fun, we’re going to have a good time.” 

 

 And it just makes a difference if people like you because there are 

a lot of similar things.  You go in a restaurant, a lot of places that 

people can eat.  But if they come in and like the atmosphere, and 

like the service they’re getting, it makes a big difference.  That 

book again, you can get on Amazon.  It’s called Captivate, The 

Science of Succeeding with People.”  It will break it out very 

scientifically for you and if you’re naturally more introverted 

person, it was written by an introvert with a very scientific mind. 

 

 They break out exactly how you can develop those skills on having 

higher EQ.  The second thing is, I can save you going to network 

and events or functions that you can have some icebreaker 

questions and conversation starters already kind of in your 

reservoir and in your mind. 

 

 You may want to put some cards in your back pocket and go to 

the restroom or something, you can refresh yourself.  So 

preparation always helps.  When I was dating my wife, we would 

talk on the phone every day.  I didn’t know this at the time but 

she was using this principle.  She didn’t want to run off of stuff to 

talk with me about it.  She would each day have a list of stuff that 

she was going to talk to me about it.   I said, “Wow, she’s a great 

conservationist.”  I don’t know she was -- I had no idea that she 

was just reading out the next.  I said, “Wow, she can keep things 

going.  I like that.”  She was prepared, so I didn’t have to know it, 

and that she was prepared.  She knew she did want that 

conversation long, and she was prepared. 

 

 She had a list of stuff every single day to talk about.  She never 

gave me a dull conversation.  So, another principle that can help 

you is, especially starting out if your nervous and inexperienced 

with it, is you can take someone with you.  A lot of times, when 

we receive sales presentation, a lot of times, they will bring a 

technical person and then salesperson and they will bounce stuff 

off of one another.  If one run out of stuff, the other pitches in.  

And if they ask a technical question, it will go to the technical 

person and even I did this.  When I start going out of rhythm, 

(00:37:22) he would go with me.  He was a very skilled 

salesperson.  From his experience, and I was able to learn and 

witness how he did things and he was able to mentor me on 
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different things.  It just made it so much easier having somebody 

with you. 

 

 It’s like when you’re little and you’re in the dark, even though it’s 

the same surrounding, you always feel better if somebody is with 

you.  This is the same way.  If you go to an event or sales meeting.  

If somebody is with you, you just feel better.  Pastor and I, we go 

to a CEO meeting every month and we both are naturally more 

introverts.  But you know, even though we practice a lot of these 

skills, we still feel more comfortable and better when both of us 

are going.  So, we go and even though we talked to all other people 

there, we just feel more comfortable having two of us. 

 

 That’s maybe one reason Jesus always sent out the disciples two 

by two, he didn’t send them by themselves and you can always 

feel more comfortable if somebody is with you.  So those are just 

some keys that can help you develop those people skills and that 

EQ that would really help in your professional life, your business 

world and in your home life. 

 

Nathaniel Bronner: Next question, Pastor James picture.  “I would love to stay 

on track and continue to grow spiritually, can you give pointers 

on how to stay focused and spiritually guided?” 

 

James Bronner: The first pointer that I would give is to -- when we were growing 

up, the number one principle that our father and mother gave us, 

was, God first, family second and business third.  There was a 

priority system that drilled in us, more than any other principle 

and taking that literally.  Putting God first, I would say that if 

you put him first at the beginning of every day, it would really 

help with this process.  So, when I looked at some of the research 

years ago.  Just looking at what people did, the first thing when 

they got up.  What do you all think the first thing people do, the 

majority?  That’s right cellphone.  They got on their cellphone.  

Cellphones are filled with so many distractions and you can turn 

it on just to check and see if you got anything important.  And 

before you know 30 minutes, I was going by.  You then got caught 

up with Facebook and it alerts and somebody says, “Look at this, 

pass things along,” stuff that doesn’t even matter. 

 

 I find that it really helped me if I made the conscious decision 

each day to put God first.  Even before I talk to my wife and my 

kids.  Before I turn on that cellphone and see if anything is on 

there, to immediately get up and go to my prayer closet, talk to 
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God first.  It will set the tone for your entire day.  It will make 

your whole day more spiritual and it literally places him first. 

 

00:40:00 

 

 I tell if you will place Him first all of these other things will be 

added unto you.  So, you’ll just start off with that decision first 

thing before you’re distracted, before you got on the television, 

before you got on your cellphone, before you talk to anybody else, 

you go talk to God first.  It will set the tone for the rest of your 

day and it helps you focus before getting distracted. 

 

 The second pointer I would say to stay on track is to actually track 

your activities and studies have shown that even if you don’t 

change your behavior, you just began to track your behavior, 

checking off whether you did it or not.  They found that if you 

track it even with like a budget.  If you just track where spend or 

if you were trying to improve your time management, they found 

that if you just did a log of everything that you do during the day 

and how much time that it simply improved it just by tracking it. 

 

 You were starting a new day and just wrote out everything that 

you ate.  They found that just simply tracking it actually improve 

your performance on that thing, because it draws your attention 

to it.  If you know you’re going to write it down, you don’t just 

want to write it on twinkies and then ate I ate this pizza, and I -- 

You start being more cautious about what you’re doing.  So, if you 

just get a sample chart and begin to track whether you prayed 

first thing in the morning, whether you read your bible, whether 

you went to church, it’s just the simple thing of tracking it makes 

it better. 

 

 There are basically four fundamental things with spirituality that 

you need to begin tracking as the foundation, and the first, is 

prayer, second, is studying your word, third, is church attendance 

and fourth, is helping others.  These are just some fundamental 

things with spiritual growth that you really need to begin to track 

and get insisted on before you move on to praying into spirit and 

other things. 

 

 So, just get these four down first and start with the basics and 

once you get diligent with those then you can move on to more 

advance things.  The third pointer, is to get a routine that is easier 

for you to follow.  We are creatures of habit and everybody is 
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different.  Some people are morning people, some people are night 

people, some people middle of the day people.  So, knowing 

yourself, your personality, your habit, your schedule, finding a 

routine that’s easier and more convenient for you.  For instance, 

you say, “I do good when praying in the morning.  I pray while I’m 

the shower, but I really have a hard time fitting my word in”.  If 

you know that and you got a 30-minute drive to work and traffic 

every morning, then download the bible.is app and listen to the 

dramatize bible. 

 

 On the way to work, change your routine.  So, instead of listening 

the news or the radio, change your routine and your brain after 

30 days will begin to automatically expect.  When you get in the 

car to turn on your scripture.  So, it’s absolutely free and it won’t 

cost you anymore time. 

 

 There are ways of changing your routines that can really get you 

in the habit and once you get used to it, it’s actually harder to 

actually break a habit.  So, those are three pointers that can really 

help you stay consistent and grow in your spiritual part of your 

being. 

 

Nathaniel Bronner: I’m going to tell them about iVictory and the tracking. 

 

James Bronner: And iVictory is an app.  Actually, we developed actually for our 

own households.  So, all of my children are on it and it’s because 

of these same principles because that tracking and accountability 

improves your behavior.  So, all of my kids even when I’m 

traveling on the road, I can pull up this app and look at all of the 

things, how much they’ve been praying, how much they’ve been 

doing their Bible reading, their personal development reading, 

their exercise, the school work.  I can see it and it gives them a 

grade and a percentile and all.  And so, just to tracking allows 

them to be more diligent in all of these areas.  So, it’s called 

iVictory Habit Tracker and you can get it on Android or iPhone.  

This was actually developed by us.  It’s what we use in our homes 

and for our own selves. 

 

 So, we have to track our own stuff.  So, we are not immune to that.  

And human nature, if you don’t inspect, you can’t expect it.  So, 

you have to monitor and track as a business principle it is also 

just as applicable in the spiritual world. 
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 So, you have to track it especially until you get into habit.  Now, 

once you used to doing things for so long, it becomes a routine 

habit.  But if you’re inconsistent in it, you need to track it and 

monitor and even have an accountability helps.  That app, it 

allows you to have an accountability partner to look at.  So, 

tracking at yourself is one level, but if you got somebody you 

respect and it’s mentoring you that actually looks at it, that’s a 

whole another level.  You can do bad yourself just looking at me, 

you don’t want somebody else who you respect looking at the same 

that you’re not doing this or that.  So, those are some pointers can 

really help you with the consistency and all areas of your life and 

grow. 

 

Nathaniel Bronner: All right, next question.  What would be the best place to 

help jump start an invention idea?  I have a great invention that 

I believe will help at my job.  That’s question number 11.  Also, go 

to question number 12, because they have similar answers. 

 

00:45:02 

 

 What is one key factor that will be helpful starting out as an 

entrepreneur?  Now, this last two questions, they’re both business 

questions.  First, thing I want to say that is, anyone who has a 

business question or who’s trying to start a business or even 

running a small business, you need to get the 24-hour MBA.  

That’s a course that we did a few years ago.  It’s 24 sessions.  We 

actually held that here at the Ark.  And for those who are 

interested in the records, it was a business project.  So, I paid 

$500 per session to actually hold here at the Ark.  Even though I 

couldn’t use without free -- I wouldn’t going to do that. 

 

 So, we use our facility for a business purpose.  We pay for it at 

market rates.  So, we pay $500 every session to use the church for 

a couple of hours to do that.  So, that whole thing was $12,000 

worth of rent because it was 24 sessions. 

 

 So, we conducted the 24 sessions and we covered every 

conceivable aspect of business.  God spoken into existence and He 

said, “It shall cost $70”.  So, it’s $70, but it’s $70 for really 36 

hours’ worth of stuff.  You can’t find that anywhere else and it’s 

really good.  So, that’s the first thing I would recommend.  Invest 

the $70, get the 24-hour MBA. 
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 So, the first part of that was what would be the best place to help 

jump start an invention idea?  If you’ve got a great invention and 

if you think it would help what your job, it depends upon whether 

that’s job specific or not.  If it’s job specific and you’re working for 

a fairly large company, then the best place to start with that is 

going to be at your job.  And then, you have to ask yourself the 

question, “Do I trust the folk at my job if I give them this idea?”  

And sometimes, you have an idea that know whether or not you 

can trust them or not, but general it is always better to what I 

will call have stuff in writing.  And the reason that it is better 

even if everybody is honest, it helps to boaster up memories 

because memories get fuzzy. 

 

 So, when it is in writing both the size -- because I’ve had 

situations like that where it was too -- and went back and look at 

the records and both of us were wrong.  So, sometimes your 

memory just doesn’t remember something if it’s way back.  So, it’s 

always good to have it in writing.  There are things called non-

disclosure agreements that you can have, but the first thing I 

would recommend with anyone with any invention -- the first 

thing to do is really research -- and all of this is in the 24-hour 

MBA.  The first thing to do is research the invention thoroughly.  

What you will find is many times when people think they got a 

unique idea.  That thing has been done a long time ago.  I 

remember my first patent that I applied for was a little product 

called the Flea Vac(ph).  It was basically a comb that attached to 

a vacuum cleaner hose and you could comb your cat or dog and it 

sucks the fleas out.  I said, “That’s unique”.  When I went to apply 

for the patent, I found somebody had done something like that 

with a cone that is attached to a vacuum pump back in the 1920s. 

 

 So, you think it is new.  So, first thing you need to do is thoroughly 

research it.  You can spend 30 minutes on the internet and 

generally you will find whether or not this thing has been done 

before.  You’ll be surprised how many people come to me with an 

idea.  I sit right there Googling it.  I said, “You mean this?”  So, 

that’s the first thing you need to do is thoroughly research it and 

make sure that you are the first person who has thought of it.  The 

patent works like this.  A patent, or to get patent on the product 

or an idea.  There are two type of patents.  There’s one called the 

utility patent, which means, “How it works?”  The other is called 

the design patent which means, “How it looks?” 
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 What you really want is the utility patent, “How it works?”  For 

you to get a patent, this must be a unique and non-obvious thing 

that has never been done in history.  If it’s been done anywhere 

else by anybody else, you cannot legally get a patent on this thing.  

So, the first thing you want to do is thoroughly research it, then 

you want to write it up.  Now, you can write up and you can 

submit to the patent office, what’s called a provisional patent for 

$1.  This will protect your idea for one year.  It would give you 

proof that you’ve thought of the first.   

 

 Now, the drawback to this is after the one year is up, you have to 

have filed your actual patent.  The average cost of a patent is 

about $5,000.  So, if you file for a provisional patent and you don’t 

have that $5,000 in a year, you lose the rights to your patent and 

your idea, but it will protect for that one year and it will allow you 

to present the idea to others without you risking them stealing 

the idea. 

 

 So, that’s the first thing I would suggest on that and what would 

be the best place to help jump start an invention idea.  Number 

one, research it thoroughly.  Number two, file a provisional 

patent.  Number three, I would not go with any of the idea 

submission corporations.  They’re going to get a whole lot of 

money from you and 99 out of 100 times, you’re not going to do 

any good for you.  So, generally, you can do this stuff on your own.  

Go to talk to somebody who has some business, some wisdom 

experience about your idea.  A lot of people come to me with ideas 

about things and I will tell them right off the bat -- there’s a fellow 

on the radio now.  Well he used to be on the radio. 

 

00:50:06 

 

 I have a lot -- you know, he used to talk about you all the time and 

say, “If he had listened, you ought to be rich now.”  Well, he didn’t 

listen to me.  That’s why his is not rich now.  He had an idea and 

to told him, I said, “Look man, this is a good idea.  I’ll back you 

with this idea, but we’re going to have to do it this way.”  He said, 

“I want to do it that way”.  I said, “No, you need to do it this way”.  

“No, I want to do it that way.”  If he had done it that way, that’s 

why he said, “If I had listened to Nathaniel to Bronner, I would’ve 

been rich right now”.  

 

 So, we are open if you have an idea, we will talk with you, we’re 

not going to steal your idea and we will give you advise on it.  So, 
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that is one of the benefits.  Even my brother Dale, he sends a lot 

of people to me about business who have ideas because he knows 

that’s an area of our strength.  So, that’s what I would recommend 

with that. 

 

 The second part of that question, “What is one key factor that will 

be helpful starting out as an entrepreneur?”  Again, you need to 

listen to the 24-hour MBA and you need to listen the first of 

sessions which has to do with the five questions every 

entrepreneur should ask themselves, and you need to ask yourself 

those five questions before you go into business.  The failure rate 

in business is high, so you need to ask yourself those five 

questions before you go into business.  So, I would recommend 

there is no one key factor that it’s going to make a real difference.  

You need to ask all five of those questions.  Go to the 

24hourmba.com, get that program and that will help you give you 

some serious knowledge.  It’s 36 hours of stuff, but you’ll be armed 

with a much greater degree of knowledge when you start your 

business. 

 

 Next question.  I’ve never been sure how to properly treat tithing 

once you are married?  Is the right way to tithe as couple only?  

Well that really depends?  The biblical does not give, I guess, a 

command on tithing as couple.  It just tells you to give 10% of your 

stuff.  Now, I will probably give the advice this way.  It depends 

upon how the income is generated and handled.  Some couples 

have only one income and everything is put in common.  Some 

couples have two incomes and everything is put in common.  Some 

couple have two incomes and everything is kept separate.   

 

 So, it really depends upon how your money is handled.  If 

everything is within my household, there is a combination.  

Primarily, I am the chief earner, but my wife she has her own 

projects.  So, for her own project, she has her own account with 

her own money and she got her own investments and she is 

responsible for doing her own habit. 

 

 For the main account, she has access to the main account, but 

that settle with automatic, every month it comes out and it’s 

actually beyond the tithe, but that I handle and that I implement 

and that’s the way.  So, even in my household is a mixture 

between the two.  When husband and wife are on one accord it 

makes stuff go so much smoother.  Money is the number cause of 

divorce. 
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 So, when you can get on one accord with your first priority of 

giving, it helps you to be on one accord with everything else.  So, 

it always better if everything is joint, but sometimes the income 

is separate.  He has his own income and account.  She has her 

own income and account.  It’s best for your all, if you can both 

agree and say, “We both(ph) tithes together.”  But a lot of times 

couples just don’t agree on it.  And one person, “I’m going to tithe 

on my money.” 

 

 So, in that instance, I’m just did with some reality on some stuff.  

That’s just bottom line.  So, sometimes if both sides don’t agree on 

the tithing then, you just have all your money because you can’t 

force somebody else to tithe off their money.  Like, I can’t force 

you to tithe.  Do you know what the radios on tithing in every 

church?  It’s low.  It’s low.  So, I can understand how couples could 

easily have that lack of unity of vision.  The first priority is you 

tithe off your money.  And it’s like even with your children, we try 

to teach our children that, but I’m just not going to force them 

because that thing has to be something that’s inside.  That’s why 

the Lord loves cheerful gift.  So, that’s the advice I just have to 

give.  It’s better with the married couple.  The more things that 

are in total unity, the better.  But if it cannot be in total unity or 

the finances or separated, each one is responsible for giving their 

own tithe. 

 

 Next question.  How do you measure success of the church?  All of 

the questions have been extremely good.  That’s a real good 

question.  It’s one of the things that I struggle with I first became 

the senior pastor here at the Ark.  My vision and my goal, was to 

grow the church.  Run it over, have more service, get more and 

more people.  I was in my morning prayer, I heard God ask me 

the simple one word question, “Why?”  I said, “What else I 

supposed to do?”  Why?  Because that’s what a good pastor does.  

Why?  And every answer I gave, He came back with the question, 

“Why?” 

 

 And then, I begin to realize it maybe that was not what God 

wanted me to do, so I finally ask a question.  I said, “Well, Lord 

what do you want me to do?”  And His answer was this, “Do not 

focus on trying to fill up the church, fill the people”. 

 

00:55:01 

 

http://www.theonlineword.com/mp3/5777


www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/5777 

 

 That became a different mandate.  My definition of success is 

simply doing what God has ordained, commanded and destined 

you to do.  That may be different for varying churches.  Some 

churches may have 10 folks in on Sunday and they are dead in 

the middle of God’s will.  Another church can have 10,000 folks 

and ain’t doing what God told them to do at all.  The definition of 

success is to first of all try to know God’s will -- and this is a 

personal and church thing.  To know God’s will for your life and 

you do it.   

 

 I like when my mother said that she’s going on a mission trip 

because I know she doesn’t want to fly to L.A.  But the minute I 

said God spoken and she knew if I say “God spoke it,” she said, 

“I’m going”. 

 

 Regardless of what you want to do, when you first seek God’s will 

and they are moving to that will.  See, I didn’t even understand 

it.  I said, “Why you don’t want me to focus on filling up the 

church?”  I didn’t even understand it at that time.  Now later on, 

I did, because our biggest ministry by a long shot is not within 

these four walls.  At the time, I had not begun Mountain Wings.  

Mountain Wings eventually got to a point where it was over a 

million-daily subscriber.  We were reaching way more folks than 

we were ever been able to reach in the church. 

 

 When we had our Christmas morning service, Pastor James is up 

talking right after C. Elijah and he had everybody just bow their 

heads and ask God what God want us to do during the coming.  

When I bowed my head, when I heard God speak, “I want you to 

focus and put more energy in Coach Bronner. Now, some folk may 

not understand that, because it doesn’t look like it directly relates 

to the church, but it is absolute ministry.  If you ever look at Coach 

Bronner, there’s no religion in it and he spoke that.  Don’t mention 

my name in this, not now.  Because it will reach a segment of 

people who are not necessarily going to church and they don’t plan 

on going. 

 

 You got to first of all get them first.  It’s a whole different type of 

outreach ministry.  That’s why you got to be able to understand 

God’s vision and God’s will. 

 

 One of the biggest business successes now for the richest man in 

the world, right now is Jeff Bezos.  Jeff Bezos was the founder of 
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Amazon.  Amazon was founded in 1994.  For over 20 years they 

made no profit.  It was absolutely anti-business, they made no 

profit, but they kept going up and up in stock price.  They kept 

getting more and more investors and they said, “Why people keep 

investing in Amazon and they made no profit?”  Because they can 

understand and see Bezos’ vision.  Now, they’re making profit and 

their stock is through the roof.  But over 20 years they mad e no 

profit, but they had vision. 

 

 So, my vision was to do similar to Mountain Wings and I told God,  

I said, “Lord I want to Coach Bronner to over a million daily 

followers.”  And what God spoke to me is this, he said, “Why are 

you limiting me and you?”  My goodness.  So, God’s vision and 

what he wants us to do I believe that this church will change the 

world, but it will not necessarily do it because we just overflowing 

with folk and we got all these thousands of folks.  Jesus could do 

it with 12.  I think we can do it with how many we have.  

 

 So, the success of the church is always to do what God tell you to 

do.  Simple as that.  That is my definition of success.  In the will 

of God, there is no failure.  Outside the will of God there is no 

success. 

 

 Next question.  What are the future plans for the choir, Praise 

Ministry?  Musicals guest are nice, but interested in choir plans. 

 

 This is the final question.  This is question number 15.   That’s an 

excellent question.  Many of you know we’ve had some change up 

in choir because our minister of music has been with us for the 

beginning for 21 years.  He started his own church.  God spoke 

this to me with a replacement, only two words, “under 25’.  

 

 So, we had one minister of music who was 24, he stayed for a while 

then we got another one who was under 25, he stayed for a while.  

Right now, we’re in the process of seeking the third but that 

criteria has not changed.  It’s still under 25 and the challenge is 

it’s difficult to find a good person under 25 who can do the job and 

we are still actively looking.  But to be honest about it I have been 

really happy with the way things are. 

 

 The musical guest is like the guest that we had today, just 

phenomenal.  I have been happy with everybody I have talked to.  

He has just been super happy with it and part of the reason is, 

number one, when you’re dealing with choirs, sometimes the 
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challenge is that most choir leaders have is getting folk to come 

to rehearsal.  That’s just a major challenge of just the faithfulness 

of just getting folk to come to rehearsal. 

 

 On Thursday night, many of the Thursday nights, the only person 

up here is Minister Stephanie and Minister Stephanie if anybody 

has an excuse about why he’s busy is Minister Stephanie has 

seven children.  Minister Stephanie works in the business and 

Minister Stephanie, her number one thing right on God is seeing 

about Pastor James. 

 

01:00:01 

 

 So, Minister Stephanie sees about Pastor James morning, noon 

and night, and I don’t even understand how Minister Stephanie 

has time to pick up those boots she wear,, because the minute I 

come, the first thing I do is look to see what boots Minister 

Stephanie has on.  So, she does a tremendous amount and often 

times on Thursday, so many times that she’s the only somebody 

standing here in the choir because folk just got stuff to do and I 

understand that but it’s just the reality of it. 

 

 So, we’re actually looking at having alternative to where we can 

have video music praises plan when there’s nobody here but me, 

it didn’t wear Minister Stephanie, out.  So, the choir is an ongoing 

process, but I’ll be honest, I’m just a no hurry about finding 

another choir director.  The other major advantage of the guest it 

first of all eases some of the burden on the choir when you don’t 

have to get to do all of the singing just like on Thursday. You just 

got to do all of the singing all of the time. 

 

 So, it eases some of the strain and stress on the choir and it gives 

you variety because no matter how good a song is -- just like on 

the radio, no matter how good his song is, sooner or later you will 

hear something else. 

 

 So, the variety of having the guest artist, it gives us such a 

different flare and a different feel.  I just really, really, really 

enjoyed that. This almost made me -- I don’t even want to change 

the system.  I’m being honest about it.  But we are still looking for 

the criteria of under 25 and it may be why God even stated this.  

Sometimes God will tell you something to keep you out of 

something for a season.  There’s no reason that I know of why He 

stated that, but I am going to be obedient to it.  But I am just 
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really, really happy, just like with the guest.  I mean, I just 

enjoyed that. 

 

 But see, I enjoy a regular choir and see they’ve had more energy 

and they have more fire because you have more energy and more 

fire if you have to do three songs versus if you have to do six songs.  

That’s just all it is to it.  You can run faster if you had to run three 

miles versus six miles. That’s just all it is to it. So, I’m really, 

really pleased with the way things are right now but we are still 

in the process of actively seeking a full-time minister of music. 

 

 That’s all of the questions.  Our time is almost 1:15. So, we’re way 

over, but this is our Sunday to go over.  I knew it would take some 

time, but I wanted to answer every single question that you have, 

so any question.  If we didn’t answer is because you didn’t ask it.  

So, we have answered every single question.  I don’t know if we 

will do this again next year.  I’ll do it when God ordains it and 

when He commands it, so you may have to hold your questions to 

the end but I hope that it did shed some light on some of the issues 

and some of the questions that you have.  I can honestly tell you 

this.  It’s like C. Elijah on Thursday, he was giving the youth 

prayers out of this little book of kind of humorous prayers to God. 

 

 The first prayer he gave was from a little boy.  He said, “Lord, I’m 

doing the best I can.”  So, I could understand that.  So, what I can 

tell you this, we’re not perfect, we can improve a lot. We 

understand it but I can just say, “We’re doing the best we can.” 

And that’s what we’re going to continue to do.  That’s all I can 

promise you.  I’ll do my best to keep my ears open to God, to follow 

His word and to help take all of us to another level because I truly 

believe this year.  I don’t discount any of the prior years because 

they have been phenomenal, but I just think we are headed for 

acceleration.  We are getting ready.  I got to admit, this is the first 

time the Ark has ever gotten on a jet for a trip, because we are 

not going on a prop plane and we’re not going to take the bus. So, 

this is the first time. 

 

 So jet fuel came into the sanctuary, because this is the first time 

our mission trip, we’re getting on a jet. Sometimes I just don’t 

even realize it that.  So, sometimes God just -- He reveals stuff to 

you, stage by stage by stage.  So, you’ll make sure you’ll get one 

and fourteen if you want to go.  Don’t wait the next week.  If you 

have to bargain, you got to put $38 dollars now. So, borrow the 

$38 from somebody if you need to.  Whatever you got to do, if you 
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truly want to go on that trip make sure you get registered for 

today. 

 

 I thank all of you for all of the prior years.  I really do.  This has 

been a great congregation and it’s been a joy to serve you, it really 

has.  I have talked to other pastors and they have just been giving 

all the horror stories about the congregation, about the deacon 

board -- we don’t have a deacon board. They have all these horror 

stories about things. I said, “I just came. We’re late today because 

I’ve got some of the sweetest people in the world.  So, I do, I just -

- I thank all of you just for your service, just for your spirit and I 

do believe that we are headed for greater things and I believe we 

with the power and help of God, we’re going to change the world. 

 

 I want to ask C. Elijah to give us a word or two, and then Pastor 

James to close us out for the day. 

 

C. Elijah: Praise God.  We thank Pastor Nathaniel for his open candidness 

with the church and allowing questions to be asked and answer 

them so honestly and sincerely and transparently. 

 

01:05:09 

 

 So, you’ll definitely have a transparent pastor and we’re just 

grateful to have this opportunity to share from our heart and just 

have this wonderful time.  Please don’t forget our special musical 

guest.  We have his CDs, Rudy Currence.  We have CDs in the 

lobby.  So, please support him on your way out.  He has just a 

phenomenal gift.  Just never heard vocal range that’s so dynamic 

that he has and he made the keyboard talk over there.  So, he was 

just dynamic all the way around.  So, please pick up one of his 

CDs on your way out on today.  Also, I want to make a special 

note, if any of the parents if you have your children in youth 

church, it was a little chilly upstairs this morning so they moved 

to the fellowship hall downstairs, so you can pick them up on your 

way out in the fellowship hall downstairs.  Our special guest 

today, first time, don’t forget to meet us downstairs, get your free 

smoothie and gift bag that we have especially prepared for you. 

 

 If there’s anybody that wants to dedicate or rededicate their lives 

unto the Lord, you can just come to the altar and we will pray 

with you right after or join the church. 
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Nathaniel Bronner: Because there’s somebody who wanted to go on the 

mission’s trip and they’ve been coming but they weren’t a 

member, so they want to join today so they can go on the trip. 

 

C. Elijah: Amen.  Amen. 

 

 Man, well we have four that are coming for our church 

membership today.  Amen.  Just so the people can put a name 

with a face, I’m just going to ask each of you to just give your name 

in the microphone so they can just associate the name with the 

face.  Just turn around and give them that. 

 

Marcus Joseph I am Marcus Joseph(ph). 

 

Kenya Cripp: I am Kenya Cripp(ph). 

 

Antonia Jule: I am Antonia Jule(ph). 

 

Juanita Cripp I am Juanita Cripp. 

 

James Bronner. Amen.  So, if you just reach your hands toward these four as we 

pray over them. 

 

 Lord, we just thank you Lord for the increase, oh Lord.  We thank 

you Lord for connecting these four with this ministry.  We pray, 

oh Lord, that even as the jet fuel was smelled here, oh Lord, we 

pray, oh Lord, that it will spread over their homes, oh Lord, that 

even as you increase this place, oh Lord, we pray that as they 

connect, oh Lord, you’ll increase every area of their lives, oh Lord, 

the relationships, oh Lord, their finances, their family, oh Lord, 

the peace, oh Lord, the connection with you, oh Lord.  We pray for 

increase in their lives, oh Lord.  And we pray, oh Lord, as they are 

planted here, oh Lord, we pray that you’ll show them how to best 

use their gifts here, oh Lord, how to grow, oh Lord, in you, oh 

Father.  I pray that you’ll speak to them clearer than they’ve ever 

heard you before, oh Father, that Lord you’d be the true teacher, 

oh Lord, that even in their private study and prayer times, oh 

Lord, that you lead them, oh Lord, even in their jobs and 

businesses, oh Lord, even in their parenting, oh Lord, that you 

lead them, oh Lord, when they don’t know what to do, oh Lord. 

 

 I pray, oh Lord, that you’ll be a guide unto them, oh Lord.  We 

pray for healing over every area of their lives, oh Lord, that maybe 

infirmed, oh Lord. You are the healer, oh Lord, and our trust is in 
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you, Oh Lord.  We thank you, oh Lord.  Thank you for them, oh 

Lord.  We pray that you’ cover their homes, oh Lord.  We pray the 

blood of Jesus over their homes, over their children, oh Lord, over 

their family, oh Lord.  In the name of Jesus we pray, amen. 

 

Female: You are listening to BrothersoftheWord.com.  This was the 

message titled, “Ask the Pastors 2018 Question and Answer 

Forum” by Nathaniel Bronner.  This message is number 5777.  

That’s 5777.  To listen to over a thousand free messages or to send 

this message number 5777 to a friend, go to 

BrothersoftheWord.com. 

 

Male: If this message has been a blessing to you and you would like to 

help support this ministry, go to IWantToGive.com.  That’s 

IWantToGive.com. 

 

Female: Listen to BrothersoftheWord.com often because brother you need 

the word. 
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