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Nathaniel Bronner: The vast majority of the issues that we face, they deal with
people close to us.

Automated Voice: You are listening to BrothersoftheWord.com. This is a message
titled “Keep the Brothers Together” by Nathaniel Bronner. This
message is number 5779, that’s 5779. Listen to over a thousand
free massages on BrothersoftheWord.com.

(Music Playing)

Automated Voice: And now for 5779, “Keep the Brothers Together.”
0
Nathaniel Bronner: Welcome to Brothers of the Word. Because brother, you

need the Word.

And upon last week, I told you that God had said about this
month, that this month was a month of course and direction. And
I talked on the last message about just the course and direction,
what God told me He wanted me to focus on, was Coach Bronner
and how we were getting ready to change the look of the pulpit
self to reflect that and to move more into God’s will. The last
meeting that we had of our church board, we have it on Tuesdays,
we actually had it here in the church because I wanted to have
group input on what we would do in terms of rearranging and
preparing for this.

And as I had spoken on last week, my wife even later that day,
she just told me, she just had something in her spirit and she said,
“You need to consider this. She told me that. And I had the entire
group to come and just talk it over and we went through a lot of
different scenarios of how we would rearrange things and how it
would be done. And we had about three or four different
possibilities and we had decided on one. Gloria then called me to
the side and she asked me some questions. She said, “Pastor, this
is what I’ve seen done in one other huge Church that did this.
They were doing it for different purpose, but this is how they did
it.” When she said it, it just clicked and it coincided with exactly
what my wife had said. And when she said that I knew that was
what we should do. And often, God will not direct you specifically.

See, one of the things we have to do is we have to move this sofa
out of the way. So I knew we had to move the sofa out of the way
so we could get the green screen and the background. I was going
to just put chairs on this side and chairs on this side. The only
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thing that God spoke to me specifically about rearranging things,
He spoke one line. And that one line was this. And I think this
one line, the more I think about it, the more meaning it has. It is
kind of the undergirding of today’s message. And for many of you,
you need to understand this line also. This is the one thing that
God spoke to me as I was preparing to put seats on this side and
seats on this side so we could clear up the center. God spoke this
one line, He said “Keep the brothers together. Keep the brothers
together.”

And that thing is not just in physical. I understood it higher on a
spiritual level that when you can stay together, Psalms 133, I’m
going to read the whole chapter because it’s not a long chapter.
“A song of degrees of David. Behold how good and how pleasant
it is for brethren in to dwell together in unity. It is like the
precious ointment upon the head that ran down upon the beard,
even Aaron’s beard, that went down to the skirts of his garments.
As the dew of Hermon and as the dew that descended upon the
mountains of Zion; for there, the Lord commanded the blessing,
even life forever more.” That’s the whole chapter of Psalms 133.

You notice that in this was peace. And in this, was blessing and
life evermore. And the thing about it is God says, “When the
brethren indwell together in unity.” And that’s not an easy thing.
Don’t let it fool you that just because you are the same blood, just
because you came out of the same womb, just because you have
the same seed, just because you grew up in the same house, just
because you ate at the same table, just because you even may
have slept in the same room, just because the same DNA flows
through your blood, don’t let it fool you that means you’re going
to get along.

00:05:02

I know that we have an attorney who handles our estate affairs
and it’s not an African-American attorney. The attorney, his
office is out on a big fancy section of town. We’re probably some
of the least financially wealthy families that he handles. He
handles all these big-named families. And I’ve told you the story
before of how he brought us into his office when he said “Can I
come and spend Christmas with the Bronners?” He said,
“Because of all of the clients that I handle, and I handle all these
clients with all this money, out of all of the clients that I handle,
you all are the only family who gets along.” He said “Most of the
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families that I handle, I cannot bring them into the same room
because if they get in the same room it will blow the room up. We
have to do it over conference calls because they just won’t get
along.” He said, “I want to know your secret. I want to bring my
family to your Christmas and I want to see what you are all doing.
Because all these fools with all this money, none of them get
along.”

So, just because the same DNA flows into your blood does not
mean you’re going to get along. See, a lot of time we focus on what
the North Koreans are going to do. You don’t have any problems
with any North Koreans. There’s not any person in this room that
has had any problem with the North Koreans, not one. There’s
no one listening to the sound of my voice right now, you have not
had one problem with anyone in North Korea. That is not your
problem. You have not had one problem with anybody in Russia.
You have not had one problem with anybody in Saudi Arabia. You
have not had one problem with folks outside of this country. The
vast majority of the issues that we face, they deal with people
close to us. Keep the brothers together.

So I understood that thing on a whole different level. And it’s
interesting that God said it., But there, the Lord commanded the
blessed. When you’re together, it’s a command you be blessed.
It’s not even an option. When you are together, it is a command
that you will be blessed. And oftentimes within an action or
within a statement, the corollary or the antithesis of that is true.
When you are not together, even when you’ve got money, when
you are not together, your spirit isn’t at peace. You can’t sleep.
You can’t sit down and have a good dinner and to digest right so
now your stomach is upset and you’ve got ulcers and this other
stuff. You’ve got to get some Rolaids and some Molaids(ph) and
some Gas-X and all this kind of stuff because your stomach is not
settled because you are not at peace with your brother or your
sister or your husband or your wife.

We just spend all this time looking for all over -- you don’t have a
problem with anybody in Islam. Your problem is other
Christians. That’s where 99.9% of our issues are. And that’s why
Jesus said, “Love thy neighbor as thyself.” How can you love God
whom you have not seen and you can’t love your brother, who you
have seen? So it gets into this, keep the brothers together. And
there, the Lord commanded. He commanded the blessing, “Even
life forever more.” Some of the modern translations say, “He
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commanded life everlasting.” So He commanded not only that
you’re going to be blessed, now, but this life everlasting. if you can
just get together with your brother.

This morning in my prayer God spoke a word to me. He said,
“Look, I don’t want you to eat anything today that you don’t eat
with your wife. Not a thing.” So, “Sweetheart, I can’t go down
and drink my smoothie without you. So can you come down today
and just watch me drink my smoothie? I can’t even drink my
smoothie today.” He said, “Don’t you eat anything today that you
do not eat in the presence of you wife.” Do you know if you can
just get together with your spouse, what a blessing that becomes?
And if you don’t get together, it’s the corollary or it’s the antithesis
of that. It’s going to bring the opposite of that. So, “Sweetheart,
can you come down here and just watch me drink my smoothie?
He didn’t say you have to eat with me, but can you just watch me
drink my smoothie today?”

See, sometimes your food just goes better with just your lump of
sugar looking at you. There is something about it when she just
looks at me and I’m just drinking my smoothie. There’s
something about it with how just looking at me. God said, “Don’t
you eat a thing today that you do not eat in the presence of your
wife.” He said, “Yeah, it’s good to keep the brothers together. But
I want you to even work on stuff that when you are together it
changes what you can do and it changes your power.”

00:09:52

Ecclesiastes 4, beginning of the 9th verse, “Two are better than
one, because they have a good reward for their labor. For if they
fall the one will lift up his fellow. But woe to him that is alone
when he falleth, for he has not another to help him up. Again, if
two lie together, then they have heat. But how can one be warm
alone? And if one prevail against him, two shall withstand him,
and a threefold cord is not easily broken.” When you are in unity.

So God was saying, “I don’t care what you do about all these this
stuff of how you’ll rearrange this pulpit.” Because some folks have
got some beautiful pulpits, and it's the pits. It looks fantastic, it's
elegant, it's elaborate, it's exquisite. It's got all this fancy stuff,
but it's the pits because the folks up in the pulpit, the minute they
come out of the pulpit and get back in the choir, they’re just
buzzing and fighting and going on about to hit each other. It's
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just terrible in terms of the Spirit, but it looks beautiful. He said,
“I’m not going to advise you in any of this stuff.” He did send some
through my wife. and if I hadn’t have listened to her -- He did
send something to her and it was confirmed through Gloria.

God works in ways, but you need to be together. You can do so
much more when you are in unity than you can do alone. And
Ecclesiastes is some deep stuff. When one falls, the other would
be there to lift him up. See, that’s why you need an accountability
partner for somebody who can tell you, “Look, you ought to not do
that. You know that’s not the right thing to do.” On what you
need to correct yourself on. See, when you have nobody who
you’re accountable to, who you listen to, who can correct our way,
usually in the vast majority of time when folks go completely
totally crazy, they’re by themselves. Very rarely will you find two
crazy folks together.

Very rarely will you find two crazy folks together. Usually it's
going to be one that’s gone all out in left field and just gone totally
crazy. Usually, they’re by themselves because usually you can’t
get somebody else to agree. They say, “Look man, I don’t know
about that, I don’t know about that.” So you can’t get two folks to
agree on stuff that’s totally crazy. So if you’re in unity with
someone, if one falls, if one sees another one about to go off the
deep end and get a little crazy, he pulls him back from the
craziness. You rarely will find two folks together who go crazy
together. Now, I’m not saying it doesn’t happen, but it's rare.
“For if they fall, one will lift up his fellow. But woe to him that is
alone when he falleth.”

“Again, if two lie together,” now, it isn’t talking about not telling
a lie, but laying together, “If two lie together, then they have heat.
But how can one be warm alone?” See, when I’m laying up, my
little lump of sugar will be like a radiator. And it just helps. It
just helps. Now, sometimes I’ve been working on my lump of
sugar when I come in and my hands are cold and I say,
“Sweetheart, can I just,” “No, don’t touch with those cold hands.”
So sometimes it just helps if you can just touch your little lump of
sugar with your cold hands and it warms up your hands, you
touch your lump for sugar. But you all pray for my lump of sugar
with that. Because my lump of sugar would say, “Don’t touch me
with those cold hands.” But it just helps if you can just wrap your
arms around something that’s warm and two can be warm
together.
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“And if one prevails against him, two shall withstand him.” When
we were in karate and the instructor said, “Look, if you have to
fight another man, the odds are even in terms of which one of you
are going to come out on top. But whenever you have to face two
opponents at one time, now the odds are ten to one that you will
lose.” If it's one against one, you’ve got a fifty-fifty chance. But if
it's two against one, now your odds have dropped from one in two
to one in ten.

So it becomes extremely difficult. And I’ve got these, these are
nothing but CD cases. And there’s a CD in this envelope and if I
take one of this envelopes, it's hard, but I can rip it. But if you
put three of them together -- and I’m trying, I really am. Now,
I’m not saying it can’t be ripped. I can’t rip it. But I can easily
rip the one. And there’s a point when are standing, it did not say
that the threefold cord cannot be broken, what the Word says is
the threefold cord is not easily broken. So in situations where one
will fall, and the stuff that comes again, one will tear one to pieces,
three can stand.

00:15:56

And I looked at it just in terms of even strength. At my best when
I used to work out when I was younger, I could bench press close
to 300 pounds. So if you put all three of us and I look, I said, “Who
is the strongest man in the world?” The strongest man in the
world, the bench press record is 738 pounds. So if you put all
three of us together, all three of us together, we’re stronger than
any single person in the whole world. There’s a power in unity.
Keep the brothers together.

Proverbs 11:14, “Where no counsel is, the people fall; but in the
multitude of counselors, there is safety.” When you are alone and
you're making all of the decisions by yourself. That’s why I broke
the group over. I didn’t want to make the decision by me. It's not
that I’m not capable, I know it's better if I group thinking. And
sometimes I get all of the opinion and I may have to distill it down
and make the final decision. But I have a group thinking that’s
involved.

I even have a rule at the company, and I’ve told our graphics
designer, I said, “Look. I’m going to hold you personally
responsible if you ever let anything get out of here printed and
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the group has not seen it and given their critique and opinion on
this thing.” I said, “Look, do not let me change it without that
group consensus and the group seeing it. I don’t want to come
here and tell you to do anything because sometimes it may be
something that I simply do not see.

There is safety in multitude of counselors. So if you're about to
do something and you get three -- no, I’m not talking about three
fools, I’m not talking about three fools -- if you get three people
with some sense and you're about to do something and if you run
it by this three folks and if all three folks says, “It's a good idea,”
more than likely it's a good idea.

See, almost all of our stupid decisions where we were like, “Oh, I
wish I hadn’t done that,” usually when you did do that, you didn’t
ask anybody about it. You didn’t get any counsel. And you have
to get counsel and you have to get counsel from someone who has
some wisdom. Do not get counsel from somebody in the same
mess you're in. Get counsel from someone with some wisdom.
Simple as that. And in the multitude of counselors, there is
safety. You rarely will run into danger if you get counsel from a
multitude of wise people. Peace, prosperity and by prosperity, I
don’t mean money. This was God, He commanded the blessing
and light ever more. Jesus said, “I came to give you life, and to
give you life more abundantly.” Peace, prosperity and protection.
So if we can get in unity.

and I want to just challenge those of you who are couples today.
Do the same thing that God had just told me with my wife. Just
don’t eat a morsel today that you don’t eat with your spouse. It
just changes some things. See, my wife, she has agreed to go down
and be with me while I drink my smoothie. Didn’t you agree to
that sweetheart? Anyway, we’ll go there later. Anyway -- and if
she doesn’t go with me, I can’t have the smoothie. So let me tell
you this, people, this is a principle. Sometimes if your spouse is
not with you, you can’t have some sweets. All you get is the better
stuff.

So you have got to understand just some principles. When you
are in unity, there is peace. And it flowed out. It went from the
head to the toe. When you are in unity, there is a peace that goes
over your whole world from head to toe. And when you are not in
unity, it affects everything. It affects your mind, it affects what
you see, it affects what you hear. It definitely affects what you
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say. It affects how you breathe. Because when you’re in all this
tension, it even shortens your breath so that you’re going have
breath what-the-hoop. It affects your wallet area, it's going to
affect your money. It's going to affect your sex drive. It's going to
affect the way you walk. It's going to affect every single area of
your life.

My wife sent me a YouTube video a couple weeks ago, and it dealt
with the science of longevity. They studied about 15 major factors
of longevity. They factored in all these factors, looked at the data,
did the research. And what they found was the number-one factor
in longevity and live span, I would have said is what you eat or
exercise, that wasn’t it. That was on the list, but that was not
number-one. The number-one factor in how long a person lived
was socialization. Having friends, having good relationships was
number-one. It is not good for man to be alone. The number-one
factor and how long you live, and I’ll submit to you it’s not just
even how long you live, it's how well you live.

00:20:04

I remember God spoke to one morning in my prayer. He said, “A
friend is more valuable than a fortune.” And I now understand
that clearer and clearer and clearer. A friend is more valuable
than a fortune. Even the medical science and all of the technology
is bearing that out. When you have good relationships, that’s the
number-one factor in how long you live. Keep the brothers
together. So understand that word, and we’re going to make that
thing a priority. I don’t care what this sanctuary looks like. The
main thing God is concerned about is the heart. And the main
thing He is concerned about is how you get along with you and
your fellow man. How can you love God whom you have not seen?
And no one has seen God. How can you love God whom you have
not seen and you don’t love your brother whom you have seen?
It's a real simple question.

Or your sister, because sisters just have many issues as brothers,
absolutely. And I’m sure if I had some sisters, He may have said,
“Keep your brothers and sisters together.” But I only have
brothers. So He said, “Keep your brothers together,” but it
applies. Some of you have not spoken with your siblings in ages
because you all got a thing going on and you’ve got rift going over
this and that and the other. How can you love God whom you
have not seen and you don’t love the person whose very DNA runs
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through your veins and you claim to love God? That’s the
question Jesus asked. How can you love God and you haven’t seen
God and you don’t love the people close to you whom you have
seen? It's a serious question.

It’s the one command He gave me about reorganizing this pulpit,
“Keep the brothers together.” It's the challenge that I make to
each and every one of you. Keep together and keep in unity with
those of blood. And don’t worry about what the President is doing.
Don’t worry about all this international stuff. Because that is not
what you’re going to be asked about. And it's not the stuff that’s
truly affecting your world. You need to keep together with the
folks who are close to you and whose blood runs through your
veins.

I thank you for joining us today at Brothers of the Word. You can
go to BrothersoftheWord.com and listen to this message or send
it to a friend absolutely free of charge. Thank you for joining us
today at Brothers of the Word. Because brother, you need the
Word. Amen, amen, and amen.

Automated Voice: You are listening to BrothersoftheWord.com. This was the
message titled, “Keep The Brothers Together” by Nathaniel
Bronner. This message is number 5779, that’s 5779. To listen to
over a thousand free messages or to send this message number
5779 to a friend, go to BrothersoftheWord.com.

Nathaniel Bronner: If this message has been a blessing to you and you would
like to help support this ministry, go to IWantToGive.com. That’s,
I IWantToGive.com.

Automated Voice: Listen to BrothersoftheWord.com often, because brother, you
need the Word.

(Music Playing)

00:23:15


