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Nathaniel Bronner: Everyone has a testimony but not everyone recognizes the
testimony.

Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com. This is the message
titled “The Short Middle” by Nathaniel Bronner. This message is
number 5780. That’s 5780. Listen to over a thousand free
messages on brothersoftheword.com.

(Music Playing)

Female: And now for 5780, “The Short Middle.”

Nathaniel Bronner: Welcome to Brothers of the Word because brother, you need
the word.

And today is going to be a message simply called, “The Short
Middle.” It’s not going to be a very long sermon today. Once there
was a preacher, he had cut himself shaving that morning so he
had a band aid on his face and he told the congregation, “I was
looking at my sermon while I was shaving and I cut my face.” He
preached the real long sermon that day and somebody wrote and
put in the offering box, “Pastor, next time you need to look at your
face and cut your sermon.”

So today is not going to be a long sermon. It’s going to be called
just, “The Short Middle.” And if we look at the bible, the shortest
chapter in the bible, and often times, there is a significance of
what I call, “Extremes.” The shortest chapter in the bible, if you
look for the absolute shortest chapter in the bible, there are
11,089 chapters in the bible, so the shortest chapter of those
11,089 is two chapters away from the longest chapter in bible.
And then, if you look at what is in the exact middle of the bible of
those 11,089 chapters in the bible, where is the verse where 594
verses are in front of it and 594 verses are behind it. So, when
you look at the absolute shortest chapter in the bible and the
chapter in the bible that is absolutely in the dead middle of the
bible, they are the same chapter.

So, I speak to you today from the simple subject. It’s not a series
because it’s short. It’s not a series, just a simple subject of the
short middle. And it’s what God led me to just talk to you, the
short middle. The chapter in the bible that is the exact middle of
the bible that just so happens to be the shortest chapter in the
bible is Psalms 1:17. It has two verses.
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And Psalms 1:17 reads, “O praise the Lord, all ye nations praise
Him, all ye people. For His merciful kindness is great toward us
and the truth of the Lord endureth forever. Praise ye the Lord.”
When you read that same short chapter in the message bible it
reads, “Praise God everybody.” So instead of saying, “All ye
people, all ye nations,” just “Praise God, everybody. Applaud God,
all people. His love has taken over our lives. God’s faithful ways
are eternal, hallelujah!”

The short middle of the bible, right in the middle of all of the word
of God and the shortest chapter simply says, “Everybody,
everybody praise God. His love has taken over our lives. God’s
faithful ways are eternal. Praise ye the Lord.” If we can get that
one concept through our sometimes thick heads, then we just need
to praise God. We need to praise God all of the time.

1 Thessalonians 5:18 says, “In everything give thanks for this is
the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you.” Praise God, in
everything give thanks. If we can understand this thing, you see
often times in life, when you use a magnifying glass, it doesn’t
change the size of what you’re looking at. It doesn’t change it at
all. It just changes your perception of the thing.

When we praise God, it changes our perception and it pleases the
heart of God and if we change our mouths from problems to
praise, it’s going change what you get.

00:04:57

Do you know you get what you call? And often, when you hear
people who got a lot of problems, they call in a lot of problems.
Did wrong, didn’t have any of that, and they call in every problem
in the world perks up when they hear you call. And they get up
and they come what, “Yeah, this person is calling me. This person
is calling their financial issues. This person is calling their
physical issues. This person is calling their depression to me.” So
sometimes what you praise is what comes to you. So, if you praise
the negative, the negative hears you, gets up and comes to you.
But if you praise the positive, praise God in everything. It’s a
simple thing. And see, I’ve learned that the longer I live, the more
convinced that I am that God controls every minute detail about
our lives.
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Jesus says, "Look two sparrows are sold for a penny and not one
will fall to earth without my Father’s will.” Now, most people
think when Jesus says that not a sparrow will fall to earth it
meant that not a sparrow would die which it probably does mean.
But I think it meant -- they won’t even stumble and fall out of the
nest because, you know, sometimes birds sit in their nest, they
can fall out of the nest and just flop on the ground and then kill
them. I don’t even think a sparrow -- now, a sparrow and I wanted
to bring out two birds this morning.

We got two birds at the house. They’re sun conures. But sun
conures weigh about four ounces whereas a sparrow weighs
anywhere from 0.4 to 1.4 ounces. As a matter of fact, actually, if
you look it up, a sparrow weighs from 0.42 to 1.4 which is actually
42 and 1,4 is 14 which is the division of generations of Jesus. It’s
really deep, by even just the weight of the sparrow. But the
bottom line is, a sparrow is a real small bird and I wanted to bring
out birds just to show you that our birds are about ten times the
size of a sparrow and they’re small. You can’t even make a good
chicken meal out of our birds. You can’t even make a good chicken
sandwich out of those birds and a sparrow is a tenth size of that.
So, a sparrow is this real, real little bitty bird.

And Jesus says, “Look, not even a sparrow will stumble and fall
out of its nest outside the will of God.” So, if a sparrow which is
this small cannot fall to the earth without God’s will, what about
you? Sparrow is a half an ounce. So, what about us? Some of us
are 80 pounds, some are 90, some are 100, some are 110, some
over 120 pounds, some 130. Do I have anybody at 140? 150?
Calling out 160? 170? 180? 190? 200? So, we got some 210?
220? 230? 240? 250? Yeah? You can keep going right on up. So,
if God will not let a bird who is a half ounce and most of us are
literally thousands of times heavier that this little bitty bird. He
will not let a half ounce bird fall to the ground without the will of
God. There is nothing in our lives that God does not have his
hands on.

So what this verse, this short middle verse in the bible says is,
“Praise God.” And see, you have to understand the history of this
verse. When scholars say that it was written, they say that this
verse was written in the post-exile period right after the exile,
right after the children of Israel had come out of the exile in
Babylon. This was when Babylon had come in and conquered
Jerusalem and killed most of them. Took the rest of them, captive
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for 70 years and they have been in captivity for 70 years. Three
and a half generations, they have been in captivity and here, they
come out after all the slavery, all this captivity, all this death, all
this destruction and to destroy the whole city and all of these stuff
and they come out, and they said, “Praise God.” It did not say
praise God when all your stuff is going like you wanted to go
because I have got a newsflash for you, stuff in your life is not
going to go like you wanted to go but it will always go according
to the will of God especially for those who are walking in Christ
Jesus. It always goes according to the will of God.

That was another something I had to get through my big head.
Because I, like many of you, want life to go like we wanted to go
and the way we wanted to go to be honestly about is pretty good,
is pretty smooth, is pretty easy. We don’t want pain. We don’t
like pain. We don’t like hardship. We don’t like lack. We don’t
want to go through anything that is uncomfortable. But the will
of God, even our guest artist today, when brought his shirt, I
think everything is just orchestrated, so even his shirt is just
orchestrated for the day. It says, “Testimony.” That’s a praise
report. Praise him, and on the back everybody has one.

00:10:03

You see, everyone has a testimony, but not everyone recognizes
the testimony. Not everyone recognizes it. Not even the smallest
of birds shall fall to the earth, and if not the smallest of birds and
behind of work and I stomp my toe and it’s not the will of God and
say, “Have you ever stomped your toe against something? You
guys hit your toe and that thing hurt, you see, this was called the
psychological revelation that is ahead of the physical
manifestation.

When you stumped your toe, it didn’t hurt right then, but the
minute you stumped your toe, you recognized what the
psychological manifestation. This thing is going to start really
hurting in just a few seconds. You haven’t felt it yet all you hear
is the bam and hit, you feel it but it has start hurting yet because
it takes just a few seconds for the physical reality to catch up with
the psychological, so you recognized it but it didn’t start hurting
yet. So, you can’t even dash your foot against the stone, without
it being in the will of God.

Now, you could be walking somewhere where God told you not to
walk. So, there was the stone and you bash your foot against the
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stone that is that within the way where God told you not to go
there? And so, once you walk out of the will of God, there’s a stone
and hit your back to let you know don’t do that anymore. But
often times, the difficulty for us is praising God when the pain
hits and to still give thanks and give praise middle of the pain.
Because often times, praise and pain does not logically go together
and you got to be able to praise God in the middle of your pain, in
the middle of your problems, in the middle of your persecution.
In everything, give thanks because there is a blessing if we can
just see it and I believe it with all of my heart that our perception
of the orchestration of God and we can give thanks in every
situation, it changes the whole situation.

I’ve told you this for about ten times about my crash that I had in
Greece. (00:12:10) when I get had a good time, riding it, what is
this? This is awesome. This is an adventure. And it was. Lord,
I’m where you told me to be. I’m going to learn something out of
this. I’m still alive and even if I break stuff, and even if stuff
messed up, so what? It’s going to work out. When you praise even
in the midst of your pain, it dulls the pain and it allows you to live
in joy regardless of what your circumstances and when that
happens eventually you’re praise changes your circumstances.

One man he created a device called an ergometer and basically, it
measures the energy level of children. And he measured the
energy level of children when they were praised and when they
were condemned and what he saw scientifically just from his
instrument, he saw the energy of the children go down when they
hit condemnation and he saw the energy of the children go up
when they had praise. It’s no different with us. When we praise
God, it helps us because you can’t praise God for a situation
without it helping you. See depression and condemnation or
negatism they all go together. You can’t praise and be depressed
at the same time. Just can’t do it. They are two opposing
thoughts. It won’t occupy the same space.

So when we understand the short middle, this simple verse in the
middle of the bible, that just simply says praise God everybody.
God’s faithful ways are eternal and when we understand that, it
changes how we live.

So don’t let words of negative condemnation come out of your
mouth because you’re going to draw all that mess to you and even
in the same situation, I’ve seen were people can be in the identical
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situations and one just as happy as they can be and I’m like, “Why
do think a third of the angels got cast out of heaven?” Now, this
is heaven itself. That’s why said, people if you don’t hate your
monastery(ph), you’re not even going to be happy in heaven and
you think, “Well, you know, if I get in heaven, there will be going
to be racial harmony.” Have you seen what’s in heaven? The only
difference in us down here is melanin in the skin. You can’t tell
any DNA difference whatsoever. You can’t even tell what race a
person is from DNA. You can’t tell from skeleton. It’s all skin
deep. Have you seen what’s in heaven? There are critters and
creatures in heaven, and some of you all can’t stand animals and
you got to look at a man with a face of lion or a goat or a bull or
an ox and felt (00:14:29) who knows what else? And you got a
problem with skin colors and think you can’t get to heaven and
not going to be in the differentiation there. Have you seen it?
They’re different species.

So, don’t you think that just because you’re going to get to heaven
and all of your stuff is going smooth out. One third of the angels
had to be cast out in heaven because they wouldn’t praise God and
they were following a person who said, “I want to be God.” That’s
a problem so many of us have right now. We want to be God. I
got a newsflash for you. There is only one God and we are not
Him.

00:15:03

So, those are two things we need to understand. There is only one
God and you and me, we are not that God. And when we
understand that and we wrap are heads around it, it changes how
we will live in this earth and God loves us. And one of the most
well-known, if not, the most well-known verse in the bible, for God
so love the word that he gave his only begotten God son that who
shall ever will shall have eternal life. Don’t you understand that
love was so great that He sent His Son to die for our sin and sent
Jesus to us? And when we understand the love that God has for
us, and that he controls everything and when you understand --
now see, we’re like that with parents and parents we know how
we love our children and none of us would give our children to
save an unworthy person. We just won't do it. I won’t do it and I
don’t think any of you -- not a child (00:16:03) I don’t know about
all that but not a child you really love. You would not give a child
who you really love and sacrifice that child to save somebody who
was low-down, full of sin, and unworthy. You wouldn’t do it. But
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God loves us so much that He sent His perfect son to die for
imperfect beings.

So, when we understand that God who controls everything,
orchestrates our world and right in the middle of His word, he has
placed a command, “O praise the Lord all ye nations. Praise him,
all ye people for his merciful kindness is great towards us and the
truth of the Lord endureth forever. Praise ye the Lord.”

All of us have a testimony. Everybody has one, and you can tell
your testimony and you can tell about your savior and you can tell
about your God or you can tell about your problems and that
choice is up to you in which one you tell will determine what’s
drawn more and more. I have a Coach Bronner, one and if so and
it just deals with just people but its real indicative of how when
we think and speak.

Coach Bronner: There is a famous saying that goes, “We don’t see people the way
they are, we see them the way we are.” A man was moving into a
town and he stopped to ask a man on the side of the road, “What
are the people like in this town?” The man ask, “Well, What are
they like were you coming from?” He’s a "They’re mean and nasty.
They gossip a whole lot. And say, “You’re going to find the people
here exactly the same.” Another newcomer to the town stopped
and asked the same man. “What are the people like in this town?”
Man asked, “Well, what are the people like in the place you’re
coming from?” “Oh, they’re super nice, they’re loving, and they’re
just great people.” He said, “You going to find of a same way in
this town.” The principle is this, how our eyes are, it affects the
way we see every other person. We see people through the colored
lenses of our own thought and our own emotions, our own opinion
of ourselves. Change the opinion of you, you’ll change the opinion
of other people. They will change what we see. This is Coach
Bronner, I’ll see you tomorrow.

(Music Playing)

Nathaniel Bronner: People put praise into your mouth. Let your mouth drip
with honey. Praise God for everything. And there are so much to
praise Him for. There are so much (00:18:28) you know Him
about the things that are made. There are so much to praise God
for, you see it even on seats of gold. How many of you have been
thankful for the seats of gold? God chose their color. You’re
sitting on the seats of gold, so where you’re sitting makes a
difference. Praise God for everything. And when you begin to
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praise God, things will change in your world. Your eyes will
change and you’ll be able to see more and more and more of the
blessings of God. Praise and power is in your tongue. Praise God
and watch God move even greater and greater into your world.

We thank you for joining us today at Brothers of the Word,
because brother, you need the word.

Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com. This was the
message titled, “The Short Middle” by Nathaniel Bronner. This
message is number 5780. That’s 5780. To listen to over a
thousand free messages or to send this message number 5780 to
a friend, go to brothersoftheword.com.

Male: If this message has been a blessing to you and you would like to
help support this ministry, go to iwanttogive.com, that’s
iwanttogive.com.

Female: Listen to brothersoftheWord.com often because brother, you need
the word.

(Music Playing)

00:19:57


