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Nathaniel Bronner: How do you really know you have faith when you have been
up against enemy?

Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com. This is Part 9 of the
series titled “The Causes of Lack” subtitled “Wilderness Training”
by Nathaniel Bronner. This message is number 5783. That’s
5783. Listen to over a thousand free messages on
brothersoftheword.com.

(Music Playing)

Female: And now for 5783, “The Causes of Lack” Part 9, Wilderness
Training.

Nathaniel Bronner: Welcome to Brothers of the Word because brother, you need
the word.

And today is actually the ninth and final part of a series that I
began sometime ago, simply called “The Causes of Lack” and often
in our lives, we spent so much of our time lacking one thing or
another and oftentimes, when there is lack in one area, usually
that will bubble over to where you got lacked in multiple areas of
life. But I just don’t believe that there is a non-cause for anything.
Everything has a cause and even on the last message which was
part eight of “The Causes of Lack – Generational Curses”. The
verse was simply the curse does not causeless come. Lack does
not causeless come.

And of the nine parts of “The Causes of Lack,” number one, “You
Have Not Because You Asked Not”, number two “Comparison”,
number three “Because What Was Given Was Wasted”, number
four “Because We’re Not Thankful”, number five “Because The
Seed Was Not Watered In Sweat”, number six “A Thief in the
Church”, number seven “Because of Noel”, the last message,
number eight “Because of Generational Curses.” And today this
final part nine of “The Causes of Lack” and God simply spoke this
one verse to me dealing with it is Exodus 14:4, “And I will harden
Pharaoh’s heart, and he will pursue them. But I will gain glory
for myself through Pharaoh and all his army, and the Egyptians
will know that I am the Lord so the Israelites did this.”

And today, part nine of “The Causes of Lack - Wilderness
Training”. You know the roughest story in the bible, outside of
Job himself. The roughest story in the bible, it deals with the
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children of Israel and they’re over 400 years of captivity and then
going through the wilderness, and most of them not making it
through the wilderness. So, you deal with wilderness situations
and wilderness training and you say, “How do I get through this
thing when it was so rough?" And you have to ask yourself the
question, “Why did God let them spend all that time in the
wilderness?” They spent two generations, 40 years, that’s really
over two generations. They spent over two generations in the
wilderness after spending over 400 years of slavery. And you
would think after they’ve gone through all of these, God would
have put them on an express bus to the promised land, but that
didn’t happen.

So, you asked yourself “Why did He let them suffer?” And they
suffered through hunger, that’s why the manna came because
they were hungry. They suffered through thirst, that’s why
Moises didn’t get to the promised land because he struck the rock
to bring forth water when God told them not to strike the rock.
They suffered through not having a change of clothes and the
bible says even their clothes did not wear out, there was no sick
among them, and even their clothes did not wear out.

Now see, if you noticed how fancy some of us are dressed today,
can you imagine just having to wear the same clothes for 40
years? Even if they didn’t wear out, you have to wear the same
clothes for 40 years. I know I was talking with someone the other
day, they got to be on some program and he would say, “They got
to go get them some new clothes because they’re going to be on
this program all these people.” “But you got to turn the clothes.”
“No, but I’ve worn it before, I’ve worn it before.” They went 40
years and their clothes never wore out. So could you imagine
going through hunger, going through thirst, going through the
same clothes day and week and month and year after year and
you have to ask yourself why and these were the chosen children.
These were God’s chosen, so why did the go through all of these
without an instant delivery.

00:05:03

And some of you, you're wondering this very same question because you don’t gone
through some stuff. Not only have you gone through some stuff,
you’re going through some stuff right now. And you have prayed,
you’ve gotten on your knees and you’ve asked God this simple
question, “Lord, I’ve been going through all these stuff and look
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like I’ve had enough with these stuff by now". Look like after
going through all of this stuff -- can you imagine the children of
Israel after going through over 400 years of slavery and they’ve
been in the middle of the wilderness, hungry and thirsty with the
same cloth? Can you imagine them having a few questions for
God? And they said "Look, we’re You’re chosen and You’re
putting me through all of these?"

And I imagined some of you probably just this very morning have
asked this one simple question, “When is this stuff going to end?”
When is this stuff going to end? Lord, when am I going to get
delivered? When is my promise coming? When is my
breakthrough coming? How long do I have to deal with this? You
ever wonder that? And are you wondering that even right now?

So, the question that the children of Israel, I’m sure they had the
same as so many of us have today. I’ve been a good child, I’m not
perfect but Lord I’ve been better than them. You know you’re
saying that I’m not perfect but I’ve been better than them. So,
I’ve got some issues but I don’t have as many issues as they do.
Yeah, I mean, I’ve done a little of this and a little of that but they
don’t done just a whole lot of stuff. So, I’m seeing all of these
(00:06:44) that are on this stuff, and it looks like they’re more
blessed than I am. And here I am, Your child and I’m going
through all of these stuff.

So, the question that I’m sure the children of Israel had is the
same question that so many of us have. And it’s one of the issues
in terms of why there can be lack in our lives is we’re going
through wilderness training. And you see, when you really look
at the bible and when you look at even some of the things as we
talk about, we have to understand we’re in war. Jesus says this,
he says in Matthew 11:12, “From the days of John the Baptist
until now, the kingdom of heaven suffereth violence, and the
violent take it by force”.

Ephesians 6:10 says, listen, we’ve heard these verses so many times but sometimes
we don’t let these verses sink in. We’ve heard that verses where
Jesus (00:07:41), the kingdom of heaven suffereth violence, and
the violent take it by force. Ephesians 6:10, “Finally, my brother,
be strong in the Lord, and in the power of His might, put on the
whole armor of God that Ye may be able to stand against the wiles
of the devil, for we wrestle not against flesh and blood but against
principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness
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of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.” Life
in the kingdom of heaven is a battle but this is the point, it’s a
battle but none of us want to go to military training.

All of the elite fighting forces of the world go through some heavy
training. One of the things that I have on my bucket list is to be
able to pass the Navy Seal’s fitness test. It’s one of things God
told me to pass it in. The problem is I’m not able to pass it yet.
The thing is just rough, but you cannot become a Navy Seal
without passing a pretty stringent. The physical test is just to get
into training. That’s not to train, that’s just the admittance to get
in the training. And there are five parts of it, I can do three.
That’s 2-0 which is the first and the last I have problems with.
First one is you got to be able to swim 500 yards. That’s the length
of five football fields. And I’m a pretty good swimmer, to be
honest, I swim better than most of y’all in here.

But that 500 yards, men, not only you have to swim 500 yards; you have to swim 500
yards in about 10 minutes. That’s the second problem, you can’t
be poking around. So, you got to swim 500 yards, five football
fields in 10 minutes. So that’s my first challenge that I have with
and I’m going to do it, I’m working on it right now. But it’s a job.

See? We all want to be soldiers and army but we don’t want to go
to military training. We don’t want to get in shape to truly fight
the battle. So, when you understand wilderness training and
some of the things that God has to send us through -- how do you
really know you have faith when you have been up against
enemy? You know, how did you really overcome? How did you
have a testimony with no test? How do you really know that God
is truly with you until you have seen some miraculous
deliverances?

See, some of this stuff we have to go through and it strengthens
our faith. It’s just like the body; you cannot have a strong body
without putting some resistance against the body.

00:10:02

And the more resistance you overcome, the stronger you get and
the bigger and tougher your muscles become. But we don’t want
to go through wilderness training, but spiritual and life, it’s a
battle. That was even a war in heaven. This stuff requires some
strength.
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And how are you going to face the enemy? Because I’m going to
tell you people, the devil is a tough boy. Don’t let anybody fool
you about that. The devil is good. I mean not good in terms of
morality sense but he is excellent in what he does. The devil got
some stuff; the devil is in shape. You’ve never seen a picture of
the devil out of shape. Now, whenever you see the picture of the
devil, he got his big ole muscle, man. You ain’t ever seen a devil
with a fat belly. Devil’s in shape because he’s whipping
Christians right and left.

So, how are you going to fight a man in shape when you are out
of shape in your spirit? Because the devil is smart; he’s
experienced; he’s got all the money; he’s got all kinds of power;
he’s got temptations; it can come at you right at it. The devil is
tough. So, how are you going to fight an enemy that is tough and
you are not prepared?

So, there’s wilderness training that God had to send the children of Israel through.
So some of you right now who are going through what you think
is lack, it’s nothing but training. And God is preparing you for
some things.

And there were three basic things and reasons as to why they were in the wilderness.
They were being trained and there’s nothing to train you like
tough situations. I know even in business. My greatest wisdom
has not come from my successes, my greatest wisdom has come
from my failures. And when you talk to successful people, they
will all tell you that. These are my greatest stuffs, it came from
stuff. I learned Thomas Edison who is a person credited with
creating the light bulb and he’s had to make 10,000 trials to get a
successful light bulb. He said, "I learned 9,999 ways a light bulb
won’t work." But he had to keep going. He learned from the
9,999, he learned more from that than he did from the one that
came on and stayed on.

So often times, we learn so much about life and about God and about spirit, whom we
go through. See, most of the time when we call on Jesus, we’re
not calling on Jesus just because we’ve just been so blessed in
things. When you hear someone say, "Oh, Jesus Lord, help me!"
When you hear somebody really praying and calling him, it’s just
not going that smooth. So, we learned sometimes even --
sometimes the only time we get down on our knees is when we
have been knocked down on our knees. And do you know we can
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do some real good praying when stuff is really hitting the fan. I
mean, Woooh! We can do some real good praying when we’re in
the middle of that wilderness.

So often, God puts us there even for training purposes and I understand it is so clear
because I see this and I can understand it with myself; I see it
with my children.

Do you know the two biggest drug abuse groups? Welfare and
Trust Fund, baby. They got the same drug abuse statistics. And
you would say, why in the world would Trust Fund Babies, who
got all of this -- they’ve never been in the wilderness. Sometimes
when you never be in a wilderness, your spirit becomes weak even
that you got all these material stuff. Your spirit becomes weak
because you never faced anything that has really helped to
develop your spirit.

Do you know if you were a disciple with Jesus, you spent a good, better time in the
wilderness? Do you think it was easy walking with Jesus? If you
think it was easy, just look at the result. Out of his 70 disciples,
80% of them left. And you had to be pretty good and pretty solid
to start with Him in the first place, but the majority left. And
then of the twelve who were left, one betrayed him and all the rest
of them ran away and denied him. When He didn’t come back,
none of His disciples were even there. No one was there but the
women. So even following Jesus, it was not easy. And when you
look at every one of the disciples, every one of them died a rough
death with the exception of one – John. So, following Jesus
sometimes, people, it sends us to a wilderness to truly follow Him.

So first, there’s a training process that goes on when you’re in the
wilderness. And that’s one thing about all the special forces. The
final part, it drop you off in the middle of the jungle and tell you,
you got to survive, you got to eat bugs, or worms or snakes or
whatever, and they give you nothing but a knife and a compass,
and you got to find your way back to sometimes hundreds of miles
of jungle and survive. And when you get back to base, they know
you are ready because you made it through the wilderness. Some
of you are right and you’re just about ready to come out to the
wilderness. You’re just about ready to graduate.

00:14:58
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So first thing, the wilderness help to train them. Second thing is
the wilderness help to strain you, I don’t mean the strain where
you put pressure; I’m talking about to filter out some things. See?
The wilderness will filter out some folk, because it filtered out
most of the folk. Most of the folk after 400 years of slavery
programming, they were not ready for the promised land. And it
had to go through and filter out. And it filtered out all of the
complainers. Because for you to get to the promised land, the
wilderness will help you sometimes to see. You’ll either become a
complainer or you will become a praiser. One of the two. And
both of them existed in the wilderness. And you could say, "Lord,
you’re giving me this same old food every single day. I’m tired of
this stuff. I want me some meat. I want me some stuff with some
hot sauce on. I’m tired of this." Or you can be a praiser, "Lord, I
thank you for this manna. Every day you have provided it. It is
miracle that I’m able to eat. I am full. I am healthy, Lord, there’s
no sickness. Lord, I thank you for this manna. So, you either
become a complainer or a praiser and all of those who did all the
murmuring and all of the grumbling, they murmured and
grumbled for 40 days and God told us, “You're going to spend a
year for every day you grumble.

Now, suppose we learn how to just praise instead of complain.
See, that’s one of the first keys to get out in that wilderness. This
is the other thing that I’ve seen in life. When you are a
complainer, there’s always something to complain about. I don’t
care where you are and what you got. There’s always something
to complain about. That’s why they had a problem in heaven
itself. Now you think in heaven, nobody can have any complaints.
That’s why they have a war in heaven. Folks are grumbling and
complaining in heaven itself.

When you are a complainer, you are always be able to find
something to complain about. And when you are a praiser, you
will be always be able to find something to praise about. One
group died in the wilderness, the other group made it to the
promised land. But it was a strainer that separated those who
were worthy versus those who were not. So for those, even right
now and you feel like you’re in the wilderness, are you just
complaining about all of this stuff or are you going take a minute
and just start focusing on all of the good stuff you get. Because I
don’t care what your situation is, you got some blessing, you got
some blessing and you got some issues. It’s no two ways about --
every time I walk into my office, I’ve got a huge mural of space
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that covers one of my walls in my office. And I remember when
the construction people were working on the office and I came in
one day, they said, "Mr. Bronner, when we walked in your office
there was a rainbow just across the wall. We don’t know how it
got there and it has never been back since.” And I didn’t see it,
the construction people saw it. So, when I got back in the office
and I looked at the mural, some of the panels were not aligned
and look off a little bit. And the decorate say, “Mr. Bronner, I’ll
take that down, I’ll redo that.

And God said, "Don’t you dare take that thing down." He said,
“This is one thing you got to understand, there is no perfection in
the material plan. And what I have blessed don’t you dare
complain about or touch.” So, I understood. Some of you are not
married right now because you’re looking for perfection, ain’t
going to happen, ain’t going to happen, it’s just not going to
happen, just not going to happen. Go ahead, turn to that person
and say, “It’s not going to happen.” It’s not going to happen.”
You’re looking for perfection, it’s just not going to happen. So,
until we understand there is no perfection in the material plan.
And you got to understand there’s no perfection but there’s plenty,
oh, there’s so much to praise for, there’s so much to be thankful
for, there’s so much to thank God for and just to praise him, "Lord
you have granted me with this and oh, it’s so much."

When you start focusing on the praises and what you have instead
of what you don’t have, oh, there’s so much. But one group dies
in the wilderness, the other head for the promised land. So, He
used the wilderness to train, He used the wilderness to strain
through. And they pick out those, let those choose who would go
to the pro--.

And then the third thing, He used the wilderness to propel them
away from train, strain, and then there’s a part called “Eminent
Domain”. “Eminent Domain is a legal term actually used for the
government. And it’s used for the power of the government, that
the power of the government, if they want a piece of property and
it’s privately held. The government has the power to just take
your property.

Now, I want you to understand this about the promised land.
There were folks living in the promised land. The promised land
wasn’t empty, that’s why when they sent the spies over to the
promised land and some came back with the bad reports, “There
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are giants in this land.” And Joshua (00:19:44) we didn’t take
this. There were folk living in the promised land. This is a
realization. For some of you, someone was destined for you some
might has got right now.

The very house that God may have destined for you, some might
maybe living in it right now. The very job that God has destined
for you, somebody going to work on that job tomorrow.

00:20:03

So, the promised land was occupied but there is a principle of
“Eminent Domain” that when the Father says, “This is for you.”
They were empowered to go in and rightfully take posession of
that which God had commanded or ordained for them to take
possession of. And see, there’s a portion of joy and there’s a
portion of peace, and that’s just the portion of fulfillment and
contentment about life. See, the devil then moved in on your
territory, you need to have eminent domain. And you need to say
the president of a whole universe has ordered that this is mine
and I have a right to go in and take it. But you will not ever be
able to go in and get it if you have wilderness mentality.

You got to be trained and you got to be strained to go in and get
what is your eminent domain. And when you understand this
then you will understand God has empowered you and you are
not supposed to have lack. And I don’t want you to ever think
that you’re going to have just everything you want because it’s
just not going to happen, it’s just not going to happen. You will
never have everything that you want but you can always want
everything that you have and you can always be appreciative of
what God has given you. You could always be appreciative of
that.

So these things, they change us once we begin to understand some
of these causes of lack and how we can get in and start working
on these things so that we no longer have lack or even the
perception of lack. I am blessed beyond measure. God has just
been so, so good to me, so good to me. And I am happy in virtually
any circumstance that I meet and it’s not because of the
circumstances. People say will way, “Pastor, you just got so many
-- ” I got the issues, everybody has issues, everybody has issues.
I got issues, but the thing about it, I see the blessing even my
issues, I see the training even in it. So sometimes, I can look at
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some stuff and it’s rough that I’m dealing with. So I’m like, once
I get through this, I will be better for the next time. I will be
stronger than this. And when you understand, it changes how
you view it and it changes your results and it changes you away
from a wilderness mentality to a promised land mentality.

And the devil says, "I came to kill, steal, and destroy." He came
to take your domain, to take your territory, he’s occupying your
promised land and he’s a giant. There’s no quote that devil ain’t
not weak and don’t you believe that lie. Devil is not weak that’s
why he got most of the folk. He’s not weak, but he’s weak
compared to your master. And when you understand that makes
a huge difference and you cannot beat him alone, absolutely you
cannot, but you got the name of Jesus with you. And you got to
use that name, but most of the folk who were following Jesus
when Jesus was alive walked away when it got tough.

So you’ve got to call on the name of Jesus when it’s tough, you’ve
got to be able to see that the Kingdom of Heaven is within, you’ve
got to see all that this stuff is at hand. Heaven is at hand right
now. Your kingdom is at hand. Your promised land is at hand.
You got to reach out. You got to grab that stuff. You got to come
out at will but you got to do some military training. And don’t go
through all that rough stuff and you done even graduate from the
class and you don’t even get the domain that you supposed to get.
If you got to go through the rough stuff, at least have it been. At
least I graduate, I went through this but I’m strong now. I’m
powerful. I went in and got my stuff back. I’m not going to let
this devil keep my joy. I’m not going to let this devil keep my
peace. I will not and you cannot ever give your joy and your peace.
You cannot give another person the power to control of that.

Because some of the devils are on two feet. You cannot give
another person the power to control your joy and to control your
peace. The bible has never said that. So, when you understand
that it changes how we think, how we feel, how we behave and it
changes what we get and it takes us out of the land of lack. And
I wish all of you prosperity in every single area. Just this
(00:24:02) brother, I wish you above all things that you prosper
and be in health. I wish you above all things that you’re doing
good, that your spirit prospers and your body is in health, and
that you have no perceived lack in any area of your life.
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This is the end of the series called the “Causes of Lack.” You can
go to brothersoftheword.com. Listen to the entire series
absolutely free. We thank you for joining us today at Brothers of
the Word because brother, you need the word. Amen.

Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com. This was part 9 of
the series titled “The Causes of Lack” subtitled "Wilderness
Training" by Nathaniel Bronner. This message is number 5783,
that’s 5783. To listen to over a thousand free messages or to send
this message number 5783 to a friend, go to
brothersoftheword.com.

00:24:59

Male: If this message has been a blessing to you and you would like to
help support this ministry, go to iwanttogive.com, that’s
iwanttogive.com.

Female: Listen to brothersoftheword.com often because brother, you need
the word.

[Music Playing]

00:25:22


