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Nathaniel Bronner: So in order for God to blot away our sins, we must forgive
others.

Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com. This is part three of
the series titled, “The Road to Forgiveness”, subtitled “Can I
Overlook This?” by Nathaniel Bronner. This message is number
5786, that’s 5786. Listen to over a thousand free messages on
brothersoftheword.com.

(Music Playing: 00:00:24 - 00:00:53)

And now for 5786, “The Road to Forgiveness” part three “Can I
Overlook This?”

Nathaniel Bronner: Welcome to Brothers of the Word, because brother, you
need the word.

And today, we are continuing to study, we’re actually on part
three of a series called, “The Road to Forgiveness” and as I finish
the last series, I asked God what’s next? And he said, “I want you
to talk about The Road to Forgiveness”. And Jesus said in
Matthew, Chapter 6, beginning of the 14th Verse, and I’m going
to be dealing with all the new living translation today because I
want everything to be just real clear for you.

Jesus says, “If you forgive those who sinned against you, your
Heavenly Father will forgive you. But if you refuse to forgive
others, your Father will not forgive your sins”. And God even
spoke about these series that for those who need this, you don’t
need to miss a single one and I’ve just seen with the first two, how
at the end of the message, even with just a call for salvation, and
a call for repentance, how many people have come down because
forgiveness is something that I believe so many of us, if not, most
of us struggle with?

And part one was entitled “Acknowledging the Offense”, part two,
“Get God’s Perspective” and today, part three, “Can I Overlook
this?” You know, there’s some stuff that happened and you just
really got to ask yourself, “Can I really overlook this?” Because
some things are significant and some stuff is trivial, but some
stuff is really, really significant and you have to ask yourself the
question, “Can I truly overlook this?”
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A little boy, he was sitting in the park and he was sitting on the
bench and a man was walking by and the little boy was in obvious
pain. He could tell, he was just squirming and frowning like he
was hurting. And the man asked, he says “Young man, what’s
wrong?” And the little boy said, “I’m sitting on a bumblebee”, and
the man looked at him and scratched, he said, “You’re sitting on
the bumblebee, well, why don’t you get up?” He said, because he’s
hurting the bumblebee more than he’s hurting me.

And you know sometimes with unforgiveness, that’s where it is.
We won’t forgive, even though the thing has us in pain because
we think it will have the other person in more pain than us, if we
don’t forgive them, but it doesn’t work that way. So, we have to
understand about the power of forgiveness and we have to ask
ourselves, “Can I overlook this?” And we get into so much stuff
and so many arguments. And there was once two men and they
just had a terrible argument, I mean just a terrible argument.
And they just couldn’t resolve this thing. They were just going
back and forth and just back and forth and back and forth and
finally, they said “Look, we can’t come to any agreement about
this, we need to go see the wise man of the town.”

So he said, “All right, you go in and talk with him and then I go
in and talk with him.” So, the first man, he went to the wise man’s
house and he told the wise man, he explained all of the situation
to him and the wise man only pondered it for a second. He said,
“You know what? You are absolutely correct.” So, the man just
beamed, smiled, he said “Oh that’s going to show my friend on
that.” So, the next night, the other man came and he explained
his side of the story. The wise man pondered, got up and he paced
the floor for just a second and then he looked at the second man
and he said, “You are absolutely correct.” And the second man
went on just smiling and beaming.

00:04:50

Finally, the man’s wife got up and came, he said, “Look, you told
the first man he was absolutely correct. Then, you told the second
man he was absolutely correct. So there’s just no way -- that’s
some of the craziest advice I’ve ever seen. You told both of them
here, they were absolutely correct, that’s something of the
craziest advice I’ve ever seen. They both cannot be correct.” And
the wise man looked at his wife and said, “You are absolutely
correct.”
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How do I overlook this? Because oftentimes in a situation, there’s
-- usually only one is correct. You may or may not be the one who
is correct, but you have been offended, you’ve taken offense with
the thing that’s hurt you, how do you overlook this? And from a
Biblical perspective, the first question you have to ask is, should
you overlook it? And let me read what Jesus said in Matthew,
Chapter 5, beginning at the 38th Verse. Again, the New Living
Translation, “You have heard the law that says the punishment
must match the injury. An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.”
Now, we’ve heard these verses over and over and over.

“But I say to you, do not resist an evil person. If someone slaps
you on the right cheek, offer the other cheek also.” We’ve heard
this verse over and over. “If someone smitten thee on one cheek,
turn to him the other also.” We’ve heard that, hearing that is one
thing, somebody slapping you is reality. But this is what Jesus
says here, “If you are sued in court and your shirt is taken from
you, give your coat too.” Now, that’s easy to read, it’s not so easy
to do. If a soldier demands that you carry his gear for a mile,
carry it two miles. Give to those who ask and don’t turn away
from those who want to borrow.

Now, (00:07:11), “Jesus, what about the folk who borrowed,
already borrowed from and haven’t paid me back? What about
that?” You know, there are some situations where you want to
just ask Jesus, “What about that? What about this situation?
Can I overlook this?” You have heard the law that says, “Love
your neighbor and hate your enemy,” but I say, “Love your
enemies, pray for those who persecute you. In that way, you will
be acting as true children of your Father in Heaven, for He gives
His sunlight to both the evil and the good and He sends rain on
the just and the unjust alike. If you love only those who love you,
what reward is there for that?” Even corrupt tax collectors do
that much. Even Gangbangers do that much. Even the mafia
does that much. Even hardened criminals do that much. Even
the pagans do that.

If you are only kind to your friends, how are you different from
anyone else? Even pagans do that, but you are to be perfect even
as your Father in Heaven is perfect. Can I overlook this? You
see, a slap is not just physical, most of our slaps are actually
emotional. They are verbal, they are something that’s done in
deed against us. They’re not a physical slap of the inside of your
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palm up against somebody’s face, that’s not really where our slaps
are these days. Sometimes, but that’s not 99% of the cases.

So, when you’re dealing with that kind of situation, what do you
do? How do you overcome this? My wife, she has a saying, she
accused me of it yesterday. She calls it, “Throwing Shade”. And
I had to ask, I said, “What is that?” When she first started saying,
“You’re throwing shade,” I said, “What does that mean?” Shade
basically means when you’re saying something, but it has an
undercurrent. Because what happened yesterday, my wife was
sweet, she was taking us out, she was taking us somewhere and
she told me she’d take me, she said, “We’re going to be ready to
leave at 3:45,” so I text my wife, I said, “I’m running a little late,
I might not get there to 3:47. I hope you all haven’t left me.”

So, when I got home, she said, “You’re just throwing shade
because you know good and well, I won’t going to be ready at 3:47.
You’re just throwing shade.” So, what do you do when you have
someone who’s throwing shade? What do you do when they’re
throwing shade and they keep throwing shade, what do you do?
How do you overcome someone throwing shade?

00:10:14

Do you know, they even have a website and a social media, it’s
called “The Shade Room” and they’ve got like millions upon
millions upon millions of people who follow it and all they do for
the most part, is throw shade. And as I thought about this thing,
throwing shade, even though it is a modern slang term, it has a
truth in the physical reality that when you throw shade, you block
the light. That’s where shade comes from. Shade comes from
when something stands between you and the light source. So
when you throw shade, you effectively block the love of Christ and
people cannot see the love of Christ in you because you’re
throwing shade.

So, first of all sweetheart, I'm going to do my best not to throw
anymore shade to date. And see, sometimes you got to just start
one day ahead of time because we just have a lot of fun and I just
joked with it. So, I’m going to do my best, I’m going to just ask
her for forgiveness and I’m going to tell her, “I’m going to do my
best not throw anymore shade to date.” Because you have to work
on this stuff one day ahead of time, there’s no sense in you sitting
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and saying, “I’m only just be like this forevermore from this point
forever.” You got to work on this stuff one day at a time.

So, I’m going to do my best not to throw anymore shades to my
baby today. And when tomorrow comes, then I work on that
tomorrow. But you still have to ask yourself the question, “How
do I overlook this?” Yeah, I hear what Jesus said, he said, “You
get slapped, you show him a different side, turn the other cheek.
If they persecute you, love them, pray for them to love your
enemy.”

You know, I hear all these kind of stuff. “Lord, if they sue me,
give them what they ask for.” I hear all this kind, “Lord, if they
ask me to carry one mile, I carry two. If they ask me to borrow
some more stuff after they haven’t paid me back for the last 10
times, they borrowed, lend it to them.” I hear what you’re saying,
but how do I overlook this? How do I take that higher road? How
do I get this stuff from the past? How do I, when they have thrown
shade and when they have hurt me, and when they have done me
wrong, how do I overlook this?”

I understand the scripture, I understand what Jesus said, but
with so many of us, the question becomes, “I just don’t know how
to do that. My emotions run to it, there’s something in me that
just rises up. I just can’t resist, I just can’t do it. How do I
overlook this?” Because it’s not easy, but it is critical, and it is
critical simply because of what Jesus said, “Bottom line, if you
don’t forgive others, God will not forgive you.” That’s just bottom
line, (00:13:14), plain and simple. So, this is something that you
must learn to do, but how do you overcome this?

I’m going to just give you three quick keys. It’s not everything,
just a dozen. I just want to give you three that you could perhaps
remember. First of all, try to understand their shoes, that’s the
first thing. You know, a lot of times, many of us, we’re number
one strong in certain areas, we’re privileged in certain areas.
We’ve got things that have been given to us or handed to us or
just even gifts of intellect. Some of us for example are naturally
neat and some are absolutely the opposite.

I have some people who come in my office and let me sit there and
if they see anything out of order on it, they just start straitening,
they just can’t help it. It’s a natural neat gene that’s just in them
and they’re just naturally neat. Then you got other people on the



www.TheOnLineWord.com/mp3/5786.mp3

absolute other extreme and everywhere they walk, they leave a
whirlwind. And if you’re somehow connected with the whirlwind
person, and you’re the neat person, and they’re just junky, it’s
hard for you not to get upset with their junk mess. But when we
can somehow put ourselves into their shoes, because see there’s
some things that area easy for others that are difficult for you.
You know, we had a situation yesterday as a matter of fact with
one of the kids telling the other kids, who is the older, said to the
younger, “Well, I wish I was your age, because it’s tough where I
am now, it’s just tough.” And you see, I remember back when I
was a youth.

00:15:00

See, everybody has a chance. It’s just one of the issues I had was
dancing, because dancing is not in the Bronner bloodline. We
don’t have the dance gene, we just didn’t have it. So when I had
to get out on the dance floor, it worried me but yet I had some
other relatives, they just had a natural gift of dance and they
could just get out on the dance floor and they just had a natural
flow and a natural rhythm.

So there are some things that you are weak in that others are
strong and there are some things you are strong in, others are
weak in. You see, first of all, none of you know what someone else
has dealt with this morning. You don’t know what they’re going
through just coming out of their house this morning.

So one of the things in the first is to try to put yourself in their
shoes of what they may be dealing with or what background they
may have come from. It’s like when somebody busted your
window and steal something out of your car. Now, you want them
prosecuted to absolute the fullest extent of the law. You
absolutely do, but you don’t know what that child may have gone
through that has caused him to have to resort to that.

Nine out of ten they would have never had a strong or any kind
of father image. So they grew up with stuff that causes all of these
perils and problems. And if you had grown up under that same
circumstances, you might be worse.

So number one, try to put yourself in their shoes of what they may
be going through, of what they may be experiencing, the pain that
may be wrecking them right now, and when you put yourself in
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their shoes, it soften your stance and then maybe I can overlook
this. Because if I had to deal with what they’re dealing with, I
might not be able to deal with it as well as they are. So that’s
number one.

Second thing is this, first, control your tongue then your anger.
First, control your tongue. Proverbs 17, Verse 13 says this, “If
you repay good with evil, evil will never leave your house.”
Understand this Verse. “If you repay good with evil, evil will
never leave your house.”

Starting a quarrel is like opening a floodgate, so stop before a
dispute breaks out. Count to 10. When somebody has done
something that upset you, just take your time, just count one, two,
three, just count to 10. And sometimes, maybe (00:17:37), “Are
you listening to me?” Seven, eight, yes, count to 10. And this helps
because I have a challenge with this. I really am hot-natured, I
got a serious temper. I had been working on this thing in the last
50 years. So it’s my nature and understand this, so the best thing
I can do is shut up. And sometimes the best, just shut up for a
minute. So just shut up, slowly count to 10, and about the time
you slowly count to 10, take some deep breaths and just try to
relax. And some of us we just respond instantly the minute we
are pricked in the least.

Somebody just said, “Look,” and we just fly all (00:18:16) down.
Stop, slowly count to 10, take your two or three deep breaths and
then when you do that, number three, use a soft voice. And if you
can do these three basic things, understand their position of what
they may have gone through. Slow your tongue and your anger,
and then use a soft voice. No matter what the -- 10. I can
understand your position. And even though I don’t fully agree
with it, I would like -- and it just makes a big diff -- the tone of
your response that’s why Proverbs says, “A gentle answer to flex
anger, but harsh words make tempers flare.” A soft voice turns
away wrath.

If you just talk soft, even if you’re just mad as you can be, even if
you maybe saying some rough stuff. Do you know when you look
at cycle analysis, they say that about 80% of all communication is
nonverbal? 80% of all meaning in communication it doesn’t come
from what you say, it comes from how you say it. So if 80% of all
communication is nonverbal, if you can learn to soften your voice,
not change what you’re saying, just say it soft and slow. “Yes, I
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understand it, and you are really irritating me right now and you
have really been very unfair about this and I really don’t think
you’re being honest and fair about this at all. As a matter of fact,
I think you’re just lying.” So it makes a diff -- “You are a liar,
you’re no good.” It makes a difference.

00:19:59

So even if you say the same thing in a quiet soft voice, it changes
everything. And some of the books I’ve where it deals with what’s
called the mirror neurons of the brain. The human brain has
what’s called “mirror neurons”, that’s why when you see a person
yawning, there’s something in it that causes you to start yawning.

The mirror neurons fire and when the mirror neurons fire, you
imitate what you’re seeing, so if you see a person all fussy, all
upset, raising their voice, you have a tendency to mirror that. But
if you see a person calmly and softly telling you something, you
have a tendency to mirror that. So those three things will help
you to overlook this. Put yourself in their shoes. Slow your speech
and your anger and then speak very softly.

Count to ten before you respond and then you respond softly.
Psalms 1:30 says this and I hadn’t really read this before. I have
read it, but I hadn’t understood it. “From the depths of despair
oh Lord, I call for Your help. Hear my cry, oh Lord. Pay attention
to my prayer.” Now, this is the part I want you to hear, this Verse
3. Lord, if You kept a record of our sins, who oh Lord could ever
survive? But you offer forgiveness that we might learn to feel
You. If You kept a record of our sins, who could survive?”

So this is the Psalmist. He’s trying to get a prayer through and
he says, “Lord, hear my prayer. But if you kept the record of our
sins, who could survive?” So in order for God to blot away our
sins, we must forgive others. It’s just as simple, it is as plain as
that.

In James, Chapter 3 in the first 2 Verses of that Chapter, “Dear
brothers and sisters not many of you should become teachers in
the church. For we who teach will be judged more strictly. Indeed
we all make many mistakes for if we could control our tongues,
we would be perfect and could also control ourselves in every
other way.” All of us make mistakes and we need to learn by just
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controlling our responses. Can I overlook this? Yes, you can. If
you follow the right steps and have the right spirit about it.

There were two fathers with two sons and one of the sons was just
rough. He just got in all kind of trouble. He was in one trouble
after, another trouble after, another trouble. He was in and out
of jail, and every time he got in trouble, the daddy would go and
do everything he could to help his son and to get him out of the
trouble then try to help restore him. And finally, the other father
he says, “Look, if I had a son like that, I’ll let him go,” and he said,
“If that was my son, I just wouldn’t put that much time in him,”
and the other daddy, he said, “You know, if that was your son, I
wouldn’t either, but it’s my son. And because it’s my son, I will
never give up on him.”

You are God’s child and He will never give up on you. Even
though we may over and over and over and over again do this,
that and the other, He will never give up on us. But we can’t give
up on other folk either because we shall be forgiven as we forgive.
And if we will not forgive others, neither will God forgive us. Can
I overlook this?

Sweetheart, if I throw some shade tomorrow because I’m not
going to do it today. If I throw some shade tomorrow, can you
overlook that? Thank you for joining us today at Brothers of the
Word. If you want to listen to this entire series, you can go to
brothersoftheword.com and listen to the entire series, “The Road
to Forgiveness” absolutely free. If you have unforgiveness in your
heart, you need to hear everyone of these parts. Thank you for
joining us today at Brothers of the Word, because brother, you
need the word.

Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com. This was part three
of the series titled “The Road To Forgiveness,” subtitled “Can I
Overlook This?” by Nathaniel Bronner. This message is number
5786, that’s 5786. To listen to over a thousand free messages, or
to send this message number 5786 to a friend, go to
brothersoftheword.com.

00:25:05

Male: If this message has been a blessing to you, and you would like to
help support this ministry, go to iwanttogive.com, that’s
iwanttogive.com.
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Female: Listen to the brothersoftheword.com often, because brother, you
need the word.

(Music playing)

(00:25:28)


