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Nathaniel Bronner: You are much better off to prevent something than to
repair it.

Automated Voice: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com. This is part four of
the series titled, “The Road to Forgiveness”, subtitled “How to
confront?” by Nathaniel Bronner. This message is number 5787.
That’s 5787. Listen to over a thousand free messages on
brothersoftheword.com.

(Crosstalk/Audio Gap: 00:00:22 - 00:00:50)

Automated Voice: And now for 5787, “The Road to Forgiveness” part four “How to
confront?”

Nathaniel Bronner: Welcome to brothers of the word because brother, you need
the word.

And today I am still in the midst of a series entitled, “The Road
to Forgiveness”. And as I finish my last series, I ask God, “Lord,
what do I begin now?” and He simply stated, “The road to
forgiveness.” And he said that some people that going to need to
not miss a single one of these messages.

So, for those of you, if this is the first of these messages that you’ve
heard, you can go to brothersoftheword.com and listen to the prior
three and I strongly advise you to be here on the subsequent
messages if you have an issue with forgiveness because Jesus
came to forgive our sins but He gave us some criteria.

And too often in Christianity like in the world, we just want stuff
without following the rules. We want help without following the
rules. We want relationship without following the rules. We
want money without following the rules. We want it easy and
quick and just given to us.

Sometimes that happens. It’s called the miracle. But rarely do I
see it happen and usually, it’s not consistent. The people who
lived in the wilderness during those 40 years, they got a miracle
every single day but there was nothing left in the morning. So,
you need to follow some rules if you don’t want wilderness living
and Jesus gave us even some rules for forgiveness.
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Mathew 6:14 new living translation, “If you forgive those who sin
against you, your heavenly Father will forgive you but if you
refuse to forgive others, your Father will not forgive your sins.”

Now it is interesting that as Jesus went to the cross, His first
words on the cross and I understand the cross is a rough thing.
Some of us have been to some physical pain but none of us have
been to anything even close to the cross. This is serious pain and
then you’re going to all of this embarrassment, the struggle,
you’re bleeding, you’re being curse and spat upon, then you got
nailed, nailed in your hand. You got all this stuff happening to
you, that’s a physical horrendous event. You’re going through all
of these and the first words of Jesus on the cross, his first words
going through all of these, his first words on the cross, “Father,
forgive them.”

That’s why if you really want to know what He really meant, look
at what He did. If you really want to know what they’re really
meant, look at what they did. He’s going through some of the
worst abuse a human body and spirit can do ever be exposed to,
and His first words on the cross, “Father forgive them. For they
know not what they do.”

So, when we can look at the example of Jesus. Now, I’ll be honest
with you. I don’t think any of us can be like Jesus. He gives us
the perfect example to emulate. I can’t be like Jesus because I got
to admit, don’t if there are folk at me and whipping me, sticking
crowns of thorn on my head, spitting on me and all that, I’ve got
to admit, I might have head a few choice of words and I might
have if I just could have just gotten a pow! Maybe I would not
have done that but that would have been in my spirit!

So, even if my flesh could have been kept under control and if I
have the power to call down a legion of angels and (00:04:41) me
if it is some bad shape fooling with pastor. So, Jesus gives us a
perfect example that we should strive to emulate even though it
is unlikely any of us can maintain it.

00:04:59

Now, there are some times when we walk like Jesus. You all say
“some days”. There are just some days when you just walk like
Jesus. There are just some days when you’re forgiving people,
you’re kind, there just some days, but then there are -- you all say,
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“other days”, and it’s those other days that’s a challenge for the
vast majority of us.

So, here, Jesus, His first words on the cross, He forgave all of
these horrendous acts perpetrated against Him. Part one was
acknowledging the offense. Part two was get God’s perspective.
Part three cannot overlook this and today, part four, how to
confront.

Now, there are some instances with some stuff, you just have to
confront some stuff and the question is often, how do you confront
some stuff when you have to.

There was once a father and his daughter and her friends where
they’re out playing in the backyard and all of a sudden the father
just heard them just go to fussing and arguing and they’ve almost
about ready to come with a blow in that daddy was hearing the
voices all elevated, just all these ruckus and all the strife and all
these stuff going on in the backyard. So, the daddy opened the
door to the back, he said, “Hey.” He said, “You all, cut that out!
What in the world are you all doing?” And the daughter look up
and holler, “Daddy, it’s okay. We’re just playing church.”

What does the world see church folk doing and we’re going to walk
and carry the image of Christ, what does the world will see church
folk doing? Argentina and Chile, back in the early 1900s, they
had a border dispute about where Argentina ended Chile began
and they were actually about to get in to a war over the border
between Argentina and Chile.

So, in 1902, they came and they made a piece of cord and signed
in agreement of where the border would be but they erected a
statue that’s called Christ of the Andes. Put it on the screen. It’s
still there today and it sits high up in the mountains and it
overlooks the border between Argentina and Chile. And that’s
the statue, one of the most famous statues in the world called
Christ of the Andes. And on the base is written these words,
“Sooner shall this mountain cracks crumble to dust, then Chile
and Argentina shall break this peace which at the feet of Christ,
the Redeemer, they have sworn to maintain.”

So, they put up this beautiful statue of Christ that’s about 60 feet
tall that overlooked the border. But right after they put up the
statue, the people in Chile begin to fuss and the people in Chile
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begin to fuss saying, “The problem with this statue is they are
looking at the other side.” They said because their back was
turned to Chile.

So, the Chileans were just mad because Christ back was turned
to Chile and Christ was facing Argentina. So, that Chileans, they
were just upset and they were about to start another war because
they had set the statue of Christ looking towards Argentina and
his back was facing Chile. Now, isn’t it amazing that even in the
presence of Christ, their folk can find stuff to argue and fuss
about?

So, fortunately there was a Chilean newspaper man and he wrote
an editorial that squashed the whole thing and his editorials
simply said, “The people of Argentina need more watching over
than the Chileans.” And it calmed everything down.

So, sometimes, even in the church, even with Christ in the midst
of things, we still have to know both when to confront and how to
confront because among the Christians and I’m not talking about
folk who don’t believe in Christ, this is a message to Christians.

So, I’m not speaking to any other religion and I’m not speaking to
Atheist, I’m not speaking to Agnostics, this is the Christians. So,
the question of when to confront and how to confront is real
because you’re going to deal with stuff in life when you just have
to confront some things. It’s just know two ways about it. So, I’m
going to give you three just overall generalized rules.

00:10:01

Number one when you need to confront. Number one when it will
be detrimental in the long run to you or them and you have the
responsibility for guiding and correcting them. Sometimes, you
see your children doing certain things. You got to confront that
thing and I have to use wisdom if I see my children doing
something do I deal with this now? Do let this slide?

My father had to do that with us and there was sometimes he
said, “I know these boys don’t have any business doing this, but
they need to learn.” And he told me, he just let it go because he
said, “You got to bust your head, you got to learn some stuff.”
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So he made the decision not to confront it but you have to
determine, is this something that’s going to affect you and them
in the long run or if your ahead of something that this is going to
affect the organization in the long run, do I need to confront this?
Then you got to ask yourself the question, will it do any good?
There are some folk where you know that even if you tell them,
it’s not going to one bit of good.

It’s only going to stir up stuff, stir up strife, cause an argument
because they’re not going to change. So there are some situations
in some people where you know it won’t do any good.

And the third one is when God leads.

There are situations when God will lead you and your spirit you
need to deal with this and then there are other times God
(00:11:19). There are some things even God has told me even in
business he said, “Don’t argue about bread” and I understood
what that meant. And sometimes I have the hardest time doing
what God has told me to do. I have the hardest time just keeping
my mouth shut and not arguing about certain things but when
God will speak a word to you, so those three things when you can
determine it’s going to affect you and somebody else on the
organization and its something you do need to confront when you
know it would do some good and when God leads you.

So the first thing you have to do is when do I confront this? The
biggest challenge is how? When you have some issues, how do
you confront it? See, you are much better off to prevent something
than to repair it that’s Benjamin Franklin’s “an ounce of
prevention is worth a pound a cure”. You much better off if you
can smooth it from the start and try to fix it on the back angles,
fixing anything on the back end is way more difficult.

Romans 12:18 simply says this: “If possible, so far is it depends
on you, live peaceably with all.” Then you know Paul wrote this,
he didn’t say, “Live peaceably with all.” He said “if possible”
because at some situation it’s just not possible. He said “if
possible”, so far is it depends on you two deep stake.

And there’s another one, if it is possible then you’ll part in. See,
you can’t control what the other person does, when in terms of if
it’s possible concerning your part. Turn to the person next and
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tell “my part”. So if it is possible concerning my part, live
peaceably with all.

Then in Matthew 18:50, “Moreover, if your brother sins against
you, go and tell him his fault between you and him alone. If he
hears you, you have gained your brother.” It matters how you
confront.

Some people have a great deal of tact and ability. Our church
administrator here, Suzanne. Suzanne, how long have you been
working with us? 9 years. In all of those 9 years, Suzanne
handles most of the major administration here at the church. She
is the major administrator at our company in all of those 9 years,
she handles a lot of stuff, a lot of folk, a lot of issues, a lot of stuff
that comes up and all of those 9 years, I have not had one person
who ever came to me with a gripe against Suzanne. Not one.

Now you see, sometimes, you have people in here who have no
gripes because they haven’t done anything. So if you’re not doing
anything and you won’t generally stir up in this situation but you
have to handle whole lot, interact with a whole lot of people, stuff
is moving forward, you got this to handle, this to correct, in all of
those 9 years, I have not had one single person and Suzanne has
had to deal with some rough stuff. She said, to correct some folk,
she has had to get some folks straight and not in all of that time
have I ever had anybody come to me and said she didn’t handle it
right, she just made me mad.

And then you got some other folk they stay on a mess. They stay
on a fight, they stay with somebody mad and they stay in a fussy
situation. So it lets you know most of the time, it’s not really the
situation, it’s how you confront it.

I even had the situation that I had to confront last week and it
was a delicate situation I had to deal with it but I didn’t want to
make the person angry and I did not know how to handle this.
You know what I did? I went to the person who had a good track
record of never causing a ruckus.

00:15:00

Because my track record to be honest about is not that good. I’ll
just be honest about it, I’ve improved a whole lot over the year but
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my track record of not causing a ruckus because I just tear folk
like it is and sometimes I just get straight.

My track record is just not that good. I went to Suzanne and I’ve
told her the situation, I said Suzanne, how would you recommend
I handle this? She told me right off the bat, and this is the most
import thing, the most important myth. She told me right off the
bed how to do and I followed what she said to the letter. I didn’t
change it, I’ve followed what she said, see, a lot of people will come
to for advice, they just won’t follow it.

So you got to follow it by you number one you need to go to
somebody who has a good track record, who you can trust, who
has a record of doing what needs to be done in a smooth manner.
Now, there are some other folk I know who handle some stuff but
they don’t handle it smooth. So I followed what she said to the
letter and everything worked out smooth.

In the Peanuts cartoon, Lucy says to Snoopy, “There are times
when you really bug me, but I must admit there are also times
when I feel like giving you a big hug.” Snoopy replies, “That’s the
way I am, I’m huggable and buggable.” That’s the way it is with
most of our relationships. You know, we go through those cycles
and there are times when we’re huggable and there are times
when we are buggable but we all need each other and we have to
learn how do we confront when we have to confront.

You know, they say before marriage, opposites attract but after
marriage, opposites attack. So we got to learn how do we live in
harmony with each other.

Any moving machine creates friction and the more the machine
moves, the more friction it creates. So if you’re doing something,
if you’re handling stuff, if you’re making changes, it’s going to
create friction so how do you handle it. In conflict, it’s a little bit
like a fire and you’ve got 2 buckets that you can choose from.

You can choose from a bucket full of gasoline or you can choose
from a bucket full of water and whether you pour the gas on the
fire or whether you pour the water on the fire will determine how
that thing ends up. So how do you confront? Let’s see, you make
think well as I get older, I’ll be able to handle stuff with you. But
no, not necessarily, you see the signs of aging are not the same as
the signs of maturing.
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They are not the same, because some people even as they got
older, they still just as cantankerous as they were when they were
younger. The signs of aging are not the same as the signs of
maturing.

Joseph Telushkin he was the author of the book called Words
That Hurt, Word That Heal. When he would go speak, he would
ask his audience if they can go 24 hours without saying an unkind
or judgmental word for 24 hours and he would ask his audience
to raise their hand if they could do it or raise their hand if they
couldn’t do it and you would have a certain percent of the
audience say yeah they can go 24 hours without saying any
negative or anything unkind about anybody and another part of
the audience are no, I just can’t do that. And then he says, if you
can’t go 24 hours without drinking liquor, you’re an alcoholic, if
you can’t go 24 hours without smoke, your addicted to nicotine.

If you can’t go 24 hours without saying unkind words, he tells the
audience, you have lost control of your tongue. And see we can
easily judge folk, we can see them and they can handle liquor,
they own drugs but we can’t go 24 hours without saying a negative
word about someone else. We have lost control of our tongue and
that why when Jesus was on that cross and that first word he was
able to say, “Father forgive them for they know not what they do.”
That’s the man who has control of his tongue and we have to move
to that point but what about when we have determined that we
do have to confront something. When we do have to deal with it,
how do we handle it?

Three things and it’s a whole list of stuff, I’m trying to just give
you 3 that you can perhaps remember. Number one use the facts
only. So if you have to confront someone, use the facts only, don’t
start out with no, you always do that. No they don’t, see if you
start off with a person, you always do -- number one you start off
with a lie that may be true they do most of the time but they don’t
always do that so number one start off and just stick with just the
facts.

00:20:03

And if you do that, that kind of eliminate a whole lot of emotional
stuff if you just deal with just the facts only, and don’t go back
and pull out stuff from the past. Always recognize just the facts
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and make sure those facts are the real issue. Because a lot of
times what people get in arguments about is not even the real
issue, so what my dad always used to say, he said “in every
situation there is a good reason and is a real reason”, and if you’re
just talking about the good reason and you don’t recognize the real
reason, you’ll never get thing resolved because you’re not dealing
with the real reason, you’re just dealing with a good reason, but
that’s not the real reason.

So number one, use the facts. Number two, if it’s something that
you have to confront somebody with and it’s negative, do it in
private, because number one, if you do it in public, you’re going to
automatically create the situation and now you’ve got
embarrassment onto -- and now they got to respond publically and
that it’s responding out of more emotion. Because now they got a
safe phase, so that’s the first. They always say, if you praise, you
praise in public but you criticize in private. So if it’s something
that you have to confront somebody, you get them alone in
private, and then you deal with them with just the fact.

And the third thing that sometimes the most difficult is to listen,
because usually when people want to get in all at that point, and
they don’t want to hear a word to other -- they want to just get all
of it, sometimes if the other person tries to explain or respond,
they’re just waiting for an opening where they can get another
pointing. And it’s something that Stephen Covey taught. He
says, “Seek first to understand, then to be understood.” So if you
seek first to understand, it helps a tremendous amount, so just
those three quick points, number one, use the facts, don’t get in
and pull in a whole lot of stuff, don’t use verdict on overall
blanking statement, just use the facts, and it’s just like I had some
food yesterday, got some garlic in it, so I got garlic on my bread,
and some people don’t like the smell of garlic, so some people may
say, “Pastor, your breath stinking today.”

Now, it’s a big difference in how you handle that, then if you come
up to somebody, “you’re breath always stink”, you know it’s not.
It stink in the day! And see, even people, I know with the worst
smelling breath, it didn’t stink all the time, it just may stink most
of the time. So, I’m just using that example so you don’t go and
say, “Your breath always stinking all the time!” No, you just use
the facts and even the way that you handle it makes a difference.
Now, see, I may go off to someone and tell them your breath is not
smelling real good today, Suzanne will go up and tells them, “I
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have some extra breath mints, would you like one?” There’s a
difference. So whenever, I said, “No, why does my breath stink?”
Big difference in the way you handle that.

So oftentimes you can get the same point across simply by the
way you handle it so use the facts. If it’s something that’s
negative, pull them to the side in private, unless there’s
something that does require two or more, you pull them to the
side in private so they don’t have to deal with the embarrassment
or somebody else knowing, and then listen to what they have to
say, seek to understand instead of just to be understood.

I just want to read this last set of verses. These are the words of
Jesus and this is a parable, but it underscores what He’s talked
about in the Lord’s Prayer, and that’s why he repeats it multiple
times, so that it didn’t fade from us and hopefully, we get the
point.

And this is Matthew 18 beginning at the 23rd verse in new living
translation, and we’ve heard this story many times before, but
perhaps it will be even a little clearer in the light of, you got to
forgive, and these are the words of Jesus, they’re not my words.
These are the words of the man who died for your sins. There was
no higher authority. And His words were, he’s telling you what
he requires. He died for you, but he is telling what it requires.
“Therefore, the kingdom of heaven can be compared to a king who
decided to bring his accounts up to date with servants who had
borrowed money from him.”

In the process, one of his debtors was brought in who owed him
millions of dollars, he couldn’t pay. So his master ordered that he
be sold along with his wife, his children and everything he owned
to pay the debt, but the man fell down before his master and
begged him, “Please be patient with me and I will pay it all.” Then
his master was filled with pity for him and he released him and
forgave his debt. Now, this is the grace and the mercy.

This man owed the master millions and Lord knows it, we don’t
have a lot of stuff we need to be forgiven for, all of us do. We owe
the master millions, but when the man left the king, he went to a
fellow servant who owe him a few thousand dollars, he grabbed
him by the throat and demanded instant payment.

00:25:00
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His fellow servant fell down before him and begged for a little
more time, “Be patient with me and I will pay it”, he pleaded, but
he wouldn’t wait. He had the man arrested and put in prison
until the debt could be paid in full. When some of the other
servants saw this, they were very upset, they went to the king
and told him everything that had happened, then the king called
in the man he had forgiven and said, these are the words of Jesus,
always Jesus speaking “You evil servant, I forgave you that
tremendous debt because you pleaded with me, shouldn’t you
have had mercy on your fellow servant just as I had mercy on
you?”.

Then the angry king sent the man to prison to be tortured until
he had paid his entire debt. That’s what my heavenly father will
do to you if you refused to forgive your brothers and sisters from
your heart.

So Jesus says it right as he gives the Lord’s Prayer, it’s in the
middle of the Lord’s Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer is the most
memorized set of scriptures ever. “Forgive us our trespasses as
we forgive those who trespassed against us.” Forgive us our debts
as we forgive our debtors. See, most of us wanted to just say
forgive us our trespasses. We leave off that second part. Forgive
us our debts, see that’s the problem with the water down
Christianity. You leave all your half and we just got God’s half --
and he said no, “Forgive us our trespasses as!”, so if we forgive
others much, much is forgiven unto us. If we forgive others little,
little is forgiven unto us. If we give others much grace and mercy,
much grace and mercy is given unto us.

And that’s why us forgiving others is so critical and it’s not just
critical, just even in heaven, that stuff makes your life on this
earth better or worse, because when you harbor on all that ill will,
it makes you sick, it makes you unhappy, it bans you up. You
can’t be mad and glad at the same time, so if you’re mad, you
aren’t glad! So it messes you up. Everything Jesus gave you to
do for heaven applies on earth. It frees you up on earth. So all
that at unforgiveness that you got for other folk it mess you up on
earth, not even counting what it does and it makes you sick on
earth!

And that’s what the book I read by the oncologist, so he had never
encountered a case of cancer where there was not significant
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unforgiveness involved, and I have had personal experience with
that. But God spoken something that told the person, I said,
“Look, if you just forgive these people, he will heal you”, and they
came begging his pass, I just can’t do it, I can’t forgive him, I just
can’t do it, and they die. So we have a savior who has died for our
sins, but the same savior told you something, “as you forgive
others, so shall you be forgiven, as you forgive others in the same
measure”, and I don’t know anybody who just don’t have some sin
in their life in the past, in the present and in the future.

I need forgiveness, and I pray that God forgives me, but God says
“look, I’m going to forgive you as forgive others”, “I’m going to
forgive you as you forgive others”, and that’s not my opinion. So
if you had all this interpreted, that’s why Jesus had to give you a
clear parabola because he know folk going to get it twisted, and
he knows they will leave off their second part. And we will pray,
“Lord forgive me” in any way to see it, forgive my trespasses as I
forgive the trespasses of others.

When we can grab this firmly in our minds and spirits, it’s going
to change your life, because some of the nights, you can’t sleep
because you’ve got this stuff against somebody else, because they
have legitimately hurt you. They have legitimately done you
wrong. They have legitimately stolen from you.

I mean he is just some folk, just outright him, just stole I had
somebody 2 weeks ago, just stole. I can’t carry that stuff around,
because it will cost me much more than the money. It will cost
me a hundred times more than the money for me to carry that
mess in my spirit because they stole from me. Now I’m not going
to have anything else to do with them, but not I’m not going to
carry the theft around in my spirit. Now, you’re going to be stupid
and you get back in the same situation or let them do that to you
again or you may have to separate yourself from it, but you don’t
carry the mess inside in your spirit. It will poison you and it will
keep you out of your salvation and it will block your heaven, on
earth and there. So, we’ve got to learn how to let somebody’s
stinking stuff go and see the world is not geared for forgiveness.

00:30:03

The world is geared for retribution. The world is geared for an
eye for an eye or a tooth for a tooth, and that was the Old
Testament way, the new covenant is different, so when Jesus
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came to die your sins, he said no longer an eye for an eye and a
tooth for a tooth. Love thy enemies, pray for those in despitefully
use you.

He gave you whole different set of rules. You got to follow the
rules as best you can and none of us are going to be as perfect as
Jesus. I just, there’s no need to me trying to remotely think that
we would, we just won’t, but the closer we get to what Jesus said
to do, the better we are and the happier we are, the freer we are,
and the better our lives are going to go.

So right now, Jesus has already done his part. He has already
died for our sins. That’s paid for. But there is a part for you to
do, and when Jesus said, when he had all of his 70 disciples there,
and the bible doesn’t fully elaborate on what he said, but it does
say he said, “You must eat of my flesh and drink of my blood.” I’m
saying, these are all he was saying, and most of them left, 80% of
his disciples left. Even when some of you think about some of the
things that have been done to you, and you hear that you need to
forgive them and love them, some of you might say, “This is a hard
saying, I can’t deal with this, these are hard saying.”, and they
walked away from Christ.

These are the people who walked with him in the flesh, not who
you read about them in the book. These are people who walked
with him in the flesh and 80% could not handle the truth he
spoke. Turn to the person and say “Can you handle the truth?”
If you want to forgive, and if you want to wipe it clean from your
heart, I want you to get a pencil and paper and I want you to write
down who you want to forgive. You don’t have to show it to
anybody. It’s just for your own personal, getting it out of you.
Sometimes you just have some stuff, you have got to get off your
chest, some of you doesn’t need to write it down. So nobody will
see this, don’t peek on them, don’t peek. Don’t be looking over
trying to see and wonder who they’re trying -- no, no, don’t peek.

I just want you to write it down and I want you to come down to
the altar. For those of you and you need to forgive somebody, not
for you, because we have no -- “Lord I want you to forgive me.”
No, you forgive as “Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespassed.” And so, you want to forgive those who
trespassed against you. This is a part, even if just the
psychological part of when you quantify it and you put it down on
paper, it gives it a certain amount of power that you can see it,
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you know it, you recognize it, and you’re real with it. That was
the person, the first person you need to tell the truth there is you.

So just tell the truth. Yeah, they did this to me, I still have it, but
I am going to get rid of this thing, I’m going to be born again.
That’s why I said to be born again, you must be as a little child,
but the little child just did have all this stuff in. We’re old and
crusty and the old and crusty in this is not skin, it’s stuff that we
have gotten from the past and we’ve got it over our heart and our
hearts have become crusted over. So write it down, if you need to
borrow pen and paper, borrow it from somebody, but just write it
down, there’s a power and nobody come down without it written
down, just write it down.

You’re just going come down, I’m going to pray over you, that will
forgive and let it go and it brings such a joy and such a lightness
and such a peace to you, because harboring all of this stuff, and
this stuff is often harbored for years and decades, and it’s
harbored for so long not only to people go to their grave with it.
They go to their grave earlier because of it. So you need to let
somebody’s stuff to just go. I know some of you, you’re looking to
me and say, “Well pastor, you just don’t know what they did.”
Was it worst than what they did to Jesus? I don’t care if what
they did to you. It wasn’t worse than what they did to Jesus and
he was totally innocent.

So no matter what they did to you, they literally killed Jesus, so
if you’re sitting up in here, they didn’t go that far. And if Jesus
could say, “Father, forgive them for they know not what they do”,
and this is the example that he gives us, and we have our own
cross to bear, but when we’re on that cross, we must forgive. So
for those of you, you’ve gotten it written down, and some of the
folk that you need to forgive, they maybe already dead, but they
are still living in you.

Now they have turned to dust. I don’t know where they are
because I don’t know who they are, so I don’t know where they
are, but they’re maybe dead. A lot of the folks right now that you
got stuff, they’re dead but they’re still alive within you and you
still harboring their stuff.

00:34:59
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So write down in there whether they are dead or alive and for
those of you and you have someone that you know that you need
to forgive, I want you to stand up and just come down front and
we’re just going to pray over you and keep it your hand, put it in
your left hand, not your right hand. Put it in your left hand.

For those of you, who have written it down, put it in your left
hand. “Well, pastor, why can’t I put it in my right hand?” Put it
in your left hand and come down and let today not just be a day
that we go and hear a word that makes us shout but it makes a
change in how we think, feel, behave and we move closer to
Christ.

Forgiveness is a big thing and it’s why Christ came that our sins
might be forgiven but Jesus told us on more than one occasion in
order for us to get our sins forgiven, we must forgive others and
we get it done in the same measure. So if you want to be forgiven
like a billionaire, then you need to forgive like a billionaire. If you
want to be forgiven like a millionaire, then you need to forgive
like a millionaire but I don’t think any of you want to be forgiven
like a penny-aire, then don’t forgive like a penny-aire. You forgive
like a billionaire.

Hold that in your left hand, hold it up to God and just repeat after
me.

Dear Heavenly Father, regardless of the reason, regardless of the
season, regardless of the treason, the person I hold in my hand
now I commit to your hand. I remove all resentment. I remove
all negativity. Father I remove all harsh and ill feelings. I
cleanse my heart of the wrong I think they did and I commit this
unto you. Father, help me to have a clean heart. Help this thing
not to return when it tries to come back to my mind, I shall
proclaim in the name of Jesus, they are forgiven. Father, as your
son has forgiven me, I forgive them. Let me leave this place with
a clean heart and thy son, Jesus’ name I pray, amen.

Amen, you may be seated, amen!

Now you can take that piece of paper and do whatever you want
to do with it. If you want to destroy it, if you want to put in the
trash, if you want to burn it up, but it is out of your heart, don’t
let it go back in, amen.
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Pastor James could you come and just close us out? This is longer
than our normal service, but this is a special day, but one thing
about it, this month, we got three old virtues and I know some of
you “Pastor why are you so steep(ph)?” Because that’s what God
told me to do. And see that’s the part of that first part, doing what
God tells you to do, and lot of folks, they just don’t want to do what
God tells them to do. They want to do what they want to do. And
always doing what you want to do compared to what God has told
you to do, there is a blessing on the God’s do inside. Pastor James.

Pastor James: Amen, let us pray. Lord we just thank you for sending your word
today oh Lord. We thank you for showing us the example of
forgiveness oh Lord, not just telling us to forgive oh Lord, but we
thank you Lord that you forgave those that spat on you. You
forgave those that talked about you and called you all manner of
names. You forgave those that even after you tell them when in
light on you. You forgave those that pissed you in the side. You
forgave those that whipped your back and divided your clothes.
You forgave those that put crown of thorns on your head.

We thank you for the example oh Lord. For going through that
we could see, that no matter what others have done. You’ve asked
us to forgive them. Thank you Lord for the forgiveness that was
brought in the hearts today oh Lord. We thank you for setting us
free oh Lord. Thank you for the resurrection and the life in you
oh Lord.

00:40:02

And we thank you for this message oh Lord and just even having
kindness in our tongue oh Lord, on how we deal with people oh
Lord.

Father heard us says that it doesn’t even matter how much we
speak in tongues, if what we say in English is mean, so Lord we
just pray that you’ll help us to control our tongues oh Lord from
this day forward. Help us to treat each other right oh Lord. To
operate in kindness oh Lord, to operate in the example that you
showed us, and love to our fellow men. We thank you Lord. The
precious name of Jesus, we pray, amen, amen.

Automated Voice: You are listening to BrothersoftheWord.com. This was part 4 of
the series titled The Road to Forgiveness, subtitled Help to
Confront by Nathaniel Bronner. This message is number 5787.
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To listen to over a thousand free messages or to send this message
number 5787 to a friend, go to BrothersoftheWord.com.

Nathaniel Bronner: If this massage has been a blessing to you and you would
like to help support this ministry, go to iwanttogive.com. That’s
iwanttogive.com.

Automated Voice: Listen to BrothersoftheWord.com often because brother, you need
the word.
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