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Nathaniel Bronner: When we learn how to be the giver and the forgiver, it will
change everything about our world.

Automated Voice: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com. This is part five of
the series titled, “The Road to Forgiveness”, subtitled “Recognize
God Forgave You” by Nathaniel Bronner. This message is
number 5788, that’s 5788. Listen to over a thousand free
messages on brothersoftheword.com.

(Crosstalk/Audio Gap: 00:00:26 - 00:00:54)

Automated Voice: And now for 5788, “The Road to Forgiveness” part five “Recognize
God Forgave You.”

Nathaniel Bronner: Welcome to Brothers of the Word because brother, you need
the word.

Today we are actually at part five of a series called, “The Road to
Forgiveness.” Jesus said in Matthew 6:14, what we all know as
the Lord’s Prayer. It’s probably the portion of scripture out of the
entire Bible that is most memorized and most often see it by more
people than any other single verse. Here in Matthew Chapter 6,
the latter part of the Lord’s Prayer, “If you forgive those who
sinned against you, your Heavenly Father will forgive you but if
you refused to forgive others, your Father will not forgive your
sins.”

This is the verse that Jesus gives right after the Lord’s Prayer.
Jesus tells us in essence that we will be forgiven as the Lord’s
prayer tells us, “Forgive us our debtors as we forgive our debtors.”
Part one was “Acknowledging The Offence”, part two, “Get God’s
perspective”, part three, “Can I Overlook This?”, part four, “How
to Confront?” and part five, today’s message, “Recognize God
Forgave You. Recognize God Forgave You.”

An old couple, they had been married for a long time and when
the husband did something stupid, the wife will just chew him up.
She just bold the mouth. Finally, he would apologize and she
would forgive him. However, from time to time, she would
mention the stupid thing that he done.

One day, he said, “Honey (00:02:51) I know you said you forgave
me, but why do you keep bringing up that stupid thing that I did.”
All you married couples, do you all ever bring up some stupid that
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your partner did a while back? “Why do you keep bringing that
up? I thought your policy was to forgive and forget?” “It is”, she
said. “I just don’t want you to forget that I forgot and forgiven.”

As we have been forgiven so we are admonished to forgive.
Forgiveness, it’s a challenging and difficult thing. There was one
another preacher, he was preaching on forgiveness and he asked
the congregation. He said, “How many of you have forgiven your
enemies, raise your hand?” About half the congregation raised
their hand, and then he kept on preaching, he kept on preaching
and then he asked them again, “How many of you all just want to
forgive your enemies?” And he had most of them raised their
hand. Then, he kept on preaching and he kept on preaching and
he kept on preaching and finally, he said, “I want all of you to
raise your hand that you forgiven your enemies, you decided to
forgive your enemies, you want to forgive your enemies, raise your
hand.”

Everybody raised their hands except one little old lady sitting
right down front and she just didn’t raise her hand and so finally
the pastor asked he said, “Don’t you want to forgive your
enemies?” And she just shouted, “Pastor! I don’t have any
enemies.”

He said, “Oh my goodness that is just phenomenal.” He said,
“Would you just mind standing up and come on down front and
just telling the congregation, how you have managed to just not
have any enemies?” So, she got up and she was a thin, frail lady
and she walked on down front. She turned around, she said, “I’m
93 and all of my enemies dead.”

It’s not easy to forgive. Recently, a survey was made of 200
married adults in regards to forgiveness and these are the results
they found, this is science.

00:05:00

The research suggested that there was a huge relationship
between marriage satisfaction and forgiveness.

As forgiveness ability went up, individuals reported fewer
symptoms of depression, anxiety and fatigue. Now, I can
understand when you forgive that you’re not depressed. I can
understand when you forgive that you remove a certain amount
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of anxiety and anxiety basically, is kind of a stressful tension.
Anxiety translates down to a street term. It basically means
“fear.” You’re scared something’s going to happen.

I can understand the reduction of depression. I can understand
the reduction of anxiety. But they said they have less fatigue and
I didn’t even realize that unforgiveness can just tire you out. It’s
a strain carrying a grudge. For those of you who are tired, maybe
you just need to forgive. Some of you just carrying too much stuff
on your back and you need to give it off of your back and that stuff
is literally making you more tired.

When you forgive, it reduces a lot of the negative things in life
and just gives you more energy, “Recognize God Forgave You”.
See, we have a tendency to exaggerate the debt owed to us and
minimize the debt that we owe. It’s a human tendency. Somebody
else does something medium level.

We blow it all out of proportion. We do something big and we got
our justification of why we did it because we understand the
reasons and what are we going through. If you just knew what I
was going through, you would understand why I did it then. Why
don’t you understand what the other person is going through?

We need to not so much minimize our own and maximize someone
else. We need to be able to understand and forgive because God
forgave us. It’s just as simple as that. See, forgiveness of sin is
essentially grace and mercy. You know, we’re under grace.

We hit that so much as for the Apostle Paul basically advocated.
We’re under grace. Grace simply means we don’t pay the price by
our errors. It’s forgiveness. We’re under grace. Mercy means
that you either don’t pay the price or you don’t pay the full price.
How many of you all want grace and mercy?

I don’t see a single hand as down who didn’t want grace and mercy
because all of us have sin and come short of the glory of God and
we do it after on a consistent basis. I need grace and mercy just
every single day, but I’ve come to realize and when you
understand grace and mercy is essentially the same as
forgiveness, we want to get grace and mercy. We need to be able
to give grace and mercy. When we understand that God has
forgiven us, then it changes. When we look at how much God has
forgiven us, it changes.
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Even Prophet Dexter is a state trooper and often you see state
troopers on the side of the highway with a radar gun, and when
we pass a state trooper on the side of the road with a radar gun.
When you see the state trooper, what’s the first thing you do?
Slow down, slow down. You slow down. You just automatically
just hit the break because most of us are speeding. You slow down
and hit the breaks and look down at your speedometer and then
you say, “Oh my goodness” and if you were ten miles plus over the
speed limit you say, “Oh my goodness, I hope I don’t see the blue
lights in my rear view mirror, and he pulls me over and I get a
ticket.”

Now see when Prophet Dexter has on his uniform, sometimes he
can give a whole lot of grace and mercy. He has rules to go by.
When he is operating in an hour, he can lay hands on you, pray
for you, give you all kinds of grace and mercy, but when he’s in
that state trooper car, and you blow by and almost blow the paint
of his door, sometimes he can’t give you grace and mercy. But
when think about just in our driving, just in our driving, there’s
hardly any of us who did not get on the highway and break the
law and need grace and mercy. In one form or another, we want
grace and mercy for ourselves but often we don’t want to give
grace and mercy on a continual basis.

We want to be forgiven, but we don’t want to forgive and that’s
why the Lord’s Prayer says, “Lord forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespassed against us. Forgive us our debts as
we forgive our debtors,” as, as. If you want more grace and mercy,
you need to give more grace and mercy.

00:10:00

If you want more leniency on you, you need to be more lenient on
everybody else and you need to stop being so judgmental on what
everybody else is doing. We’re not judgmental on the stuff we’re
doing. I’ll admit sometimes in the presidency, sometime the
president may do some things that we absolutely do not agree
with, but I’ll tell you right now, none of us know what the
president is dealing with.

You don’t know what kind of secret stuff going on. You don’t know
what kind of mean he just came out of a stuff, but to blow the
pieces. We don’t know what’s going on in the presidency. We
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don’t know what’s going on in the White House. We can barely
keep control of what’s going on in our house, but there’s so much
criticism about the president. I’m not talking about whether it’s
Republican or Democratic, that really matter.

We have so much criticism about how somebody else is running
their house, and we need a lot of grace and mercy just to run our
own house. “Lord forgive me my debts as I forgive my debtors.”
Last week, I read the parable that Jesus talked about dealing
with the king who forgave his servant, this great debt, but I had
another great revelation dealing with that.

I want to read that parable again, remember this is Jesus. This
is Matthew Chapter 18, beginning at Verse 23 to new living
translation version, so you’ll understand it clearly. “Therefore the
Kingdom of Heaven can be compared to.” I want you to first
understand as Jesus is giving this parable when He says, “The
Kingdom of Heaven can be compared to” meaning, the Kingdom
of Heaven is like this.

Jesus is giving you an example, telling you what the Kingdom of
Heaven is like as to first understanding it, not this is suppose on
earth, He is telling you what the Kingdom of Heaven is like.
Therefore, the Kingdom of Heaven can be compared to a king who
decided to bring his account up to date with servants who had
borrowed money from him.

In the process, one of his debtors was brought in who owed him
millions of dollars. Now they translate it what the King James
version see it into modern equivalent, and whether it was millions
of dollars. One thing is very clear, it was a whole lot of money.
He couldn’t pay.

His master ordered that he be sold along with his wife, his
children and everything he own to pay the debt. That’s another
one of those principles. When your household gets in trouble,
everybody in the house in trouble because if you get put out,
everybody in the house get put out.

If your name is on the deed, it’ll just come put you out, they clean
everybody in the house out. Everybody, his whole family was
going to be cleaned out and the master ordered that he be sold,
not just put out, be sold. But the man fell down before his master
and begged him, “Please be patient with me and I will pay it all.”
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Then his master was filled with pity for him and he released him,
and forgave his debt, millions. But when the man left the king,
he went to a fellow servant, who owed him a few thousand dollars.
He grabbed him by the throat and demanded instant payment.

His fellow servant fell down before him and begged for a little
more time, “Be patient with me and I will pay it,” he pleaded, but
his creditor wouldn’t wait. He had the man arrested and put in
prison, until the debt could be paid in full. When some of the
other servants saw this, they were very upset. They went to the
king and told him everything that had happened, then the king
called in the man he had forgiven and said, “You evil servant, I
forgave you that tremendous debt because you pleaded with me.
Shouldn’t you have mercy on your fellow servant, just as I had
mercy on you?”

Then the angry king sent the man to prison to be tortured until
he had paid his entire debt. That’s what my Heavenly Father will
do to you if you refuse to forgive you brothers and sisters from
your heart. Now, as I thought back on this parable, I had
additional revelation on it because it’s kind of rough. But do you
know some of the stuff God said and some of the stuff Jesus said
that’s kind of rough. I want to ask you, “Do you know Hell is
rough?”

Some of the stuff is rough and if you’re not in Heaven, you’re in
the other spot, it’s rough. Do you all know some of the stuff on
this Earth is rough? Some of it is rough, but I had two big
revelations. The first revelation is this, the servant who was
forgiven millions of dollars which is a huge amount, millions of
dollars. There is no mention that the servant ever thanked the
master or was rejoiceful. There was no mentioned of that.

00:14:55

Sometimes, God has forgiven us, we didn’t get caught and there
is no rejoicing. There is no feeling of when we are doing 95 miles
an hour and we go all this time at 95 miles an hour, and there’s
no state trooper to pull us off. There’s no rejoicing that we didn’t
get caught. There’s no rejoicing of the millions that the man was
forgiven. Like the Bible would have had in there and the man
cried and thanked his master, and went forth rejoicing. That’s
the way I would have written it, but I think that was left our
deliberately because it was showing a spirit.
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Now, maybe the man did thank the master because I just couldn’t
imagine the man not saying “thank you”. I just can't even
imagine that even if he did mean it, I can’t imagine him not saying
“thank you”, but I believe it was left out because it was
illustrating the spirit of the man. He was not thankful that the
master had forgiven him. He was not thankful that the king had
forgiven him. And because he was not thankful, he went out with
an unthankful and ungrateful and unappreciative spirit. When
he saw somebody else, he had the same unthankful, ungrateful,
unappreciative spirit on him and he projected that same feel on
somebody else.

He said, “Man, you owed me a little bit, give me all my money or
I’m putting you in Jail right now”. He could not recognize what
God had done for him and he didn’t want to do anything for
anybody else. I see when we start recognizing what God has done
for us, it changes how we treat others. Why are you sitting here
in health, and so many of you, you violated every health rule in
the book? Why are you not in the hospital? Some of you all know
other folk who lived much better than you did, all of us do.

Why is it that you’re sitting here in health? Listen, one of my
genetics’ ability, it wasn’t your fault? So, why are you sitting here
in much better shape than someone else, you had been granted so
much, even though we had made so many deviation, we have not
stopped to just be thankful. Hear that fire truck? How many of
us have been speeding and we’re not in the accident that broke us
up all into pieces? How many of us have known when an Angel
just snatched a wheel and saved us? How many times has God
pulled us out of the fire? Yet we’ve been commanded to forgive us
we are forgiven. To do that, we’ve got to first of all recognize how
much God has already forgiven us. That’s the first thing.

I saw the man did not appear to have a very grateful spirit. That’s
his first problem. The second thing I saw was this. When your
stuff is unforgiven, it puts you in bondage in prison. See, often
times the way the Bible is and the way Jesus will talk, it's in
parables but the parables always have a deeper meaning. When
he could not forgive, him and his entire family ended up in prison.
Unforgiveness binds you up, locks you up, puts you in prison and
you’re not free. That’s why Jesus said, “Know the truth and the
truth shall set you free.” He’s told you the truth.
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When you walk around with all of this unforgiveness within your
spirit and after God has forgiven you that much, it just binds you
up because as this quote that goes, “He, who angers you, controls
you.” When you have unforgiveness in your heart, that thing
locks up your whole world because you spend so much time
focusing on what they did and how you feel, that you got all these
stuff in you, that stuff puts you in prison.

It’s not just a physical prison, it’s a psychological, and it’s a
spiritual, and it’s an emotional prison that binds us up.
Everything I’ve recognized that exist, they threw them in prison
until they can pay the debt. How can you pay the debt in prison?

If you didn’t have a million dollars not working, how are you going
to pay the debt in prison? When you’re locked up in prison, you
cannot pay the debt and the revelation hit.

See, that’s some stuff you can’t be forgiven for on your own. You
have to have the king to wipe your debt clean. How are you going
to pay the debt in prison? And if you had family that could pay
the debt, you could have borrowed it from them in the first place,
and chances, you owe a whole lot of money, you can’t get that from
family, so you stay in prison. Many of us who will not let go of
unforgiveness die bound to that thing.

00:19:52

There was another story of an old lady in a little Italian town. In
every day, this old lady would walk three hours to the cemetery
because she was old and she moves slow, and she would walk
three hours to the cemetery and she would stay at the cemetery
for a little while, turn around and walk three hours back. Every
day, this lady spent six hours of her day walking back and forth
to the cemetery. Finally, somebody said, “Ma’am, that is such
dedication. Is that your husband that you go and visit every day
or is that one of your children that you go and visit. That is such
dedication.”

She goes, “No, I’m not of them”, “So, who is it?” “It’s this woman
who did me wrong all these years ago and I walk every day and
spit on her grave”. Sometimes, when we got stuff that locks us
up, it takes up most of our day. We trying to spit on their grave
or spit on them or think about them and it keeps you in prison.
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You cannot pay the debt in prison, so God has forgiven you of so
much and he has charged you to forgive others.

When you begin to forgive others -- the movie, “Unbroken” for
those of you who saw it, it was about a track star, an Olympic
star. He was a World War II fighter pilot, got shot down and
captured by the Japanese. While he was captured by the
Japanese, the Japanese guards just -- they treated him horrible,
they beat him constantly, they spat on him, they talked about
him, they degraded him and they did everything.

When the war was over, and he finally got out of the prison, the
movie deals with the psychological battles that he’d fought and it
was based on a true story. He had nightmares about this thing
every night and he couldn’t run again because of all of the
depression that he was undergoing because he was so angry and
he was just mad at these guards and had all of this stuff. He had
truly been legitimately brutalized almost to an inhuman point.
He went to a Billy Graham Crusade and he got delivered and
forgiveness flooded into his soul, when the Holy Spirit flooded in.
He even went back to Japan to meet with his former captors and
tormentors and forgave them all and hugged.

From that point on, all the nightmares stopped and he was able
to run. Some of you can’t run, you can’t sleep good because of
unforgiveness, because you’re bound in prison by the things that
someone has done and you have not let go. But yet, God has
forgiven you much.

As we look at this and think about it, you can’t pay the debt, you
need a king’s forgiveness, but yet, you have the forgiveness of the
king of kings. Jesus came to die for your sins, but Jesus also told
you, “As you forgive, so shall you be forgiven”. God has done so
much for all of us and he has sent his son to wash away and to
forgive all of our sins. But his son told us, “As you forgive, so shall
you be forgiven”.

As you give grace and mercy, so shall you receive grace and mercy.
I believe that’s one reason why God has commanded me to help
someone everyday. I have to help someone and 99.9% of the time,
they’ve done nothing to deserve the help. It’s what’s called,
“Unmerited favor”. I have to give unmerited favor every day
because I want unmerited favor. Some of you all don’t want
unmerited, you all don’t want to sweat for everything you get.
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Some of you all did want some stuff just coming your way, just a
divine blessing but you don’t want to give. You don’t want to give
somebody else a divine blessing. We just want to be the recipient.
When we lean how to be the giver and the forgiver, it’ll change
everything about our world. For this part 5, remember how much
God has forgiven you. Don’t forget that. Don’t be like that man
who got forgiven from millions and for he could get out of the
palace, he had forgotten the grace, God had granted him.

All of us sitting here, breathing right now, God has forgiven us so
much, it’s almost unimaginable. So much stuff we could have
been caught with, so many deviations we’ve gone from his word,
both the spiritual and just the natural involvement and yet, most
of our speeding, we never gotten a ticket. God has watched over
us and he has blessed us and he admonishes us as we have been
forgiven to forgive. Amen.

I thank you for joining us today at Brothers of the Word. If you
like to listen to the entire series, for those of you and you’ve got
some challenges with forgiveness or you know someone who does,
simply go to brothersoftheword.com and you can watch the entire
series, “The Road to Forgiveness”, absolutely free. We thank you
for joining us today at Brothers of the Word because brother, you
need the word.

00:25:11

Female: You are listening to brothersoftheword.com. This was part 5 of
the series titled, “The Road to Forgiveness”, subtitled “Recognize
God, Forgave You” by Nathaniel Bronner. This message is
number 5788, that’s 5788. To listen to over a thousand free
messages, or to send this message number 5788 to a friend, go to
brothersoftheword.com.

Male: If this message has been a blessing to you, and you would like to
help support this ministry, go to iwanttogive.com. That’s
iwanttogive.com.

Female: Listen to brothersoftheword.com often, because Brother, you need
the Word.

(Music Playing)
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